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Student Secrets to GCSE Success 

Introduction 

Embarking on your GCSE journey can be both exhilarating and daunting. It’s a key stage in your 

academic life, the opportunity to perform, to outshine others, to showcase your knowledge, 

skills and determination. But how can you ensure that you are performing at your optimum? 

That you are not only surviving but thriving in these exams? The answer lies in the secrets, tips 

and strategies that have been carefully compiled by a group of students in this guide. 

Sanjay A, Kian E, Will T and Donald C 
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All about revision 

What does revising mean? One thing that I realised while I was revising for my GCSEs was that 

many people thought that ‘revising’ was just memorising everything that was written in a 

textbook - this is NOT revising. Memorising all the content without applying your knowledge 

will not get you the top grades! Here are some key pointers when it comes to revision: 

Revise little and often, otherwise you will end up forgetting everything you learnt and will have 

to start over again. 

Don’t leave your basic year 9 topics too late - you may struggle to fully revise everything, so 

keep on reviewing old content and you will feel a lot more confident approaching exams. Adi V 

Before completing past papers, learn the content! If you don’t know the content before 

answering questions, you most likely won’t get them correct which won’t be good for stress. 

Instead, learn the content then answer questions; if you still can’t answer the questions, go 

over the content again, watch a video or ask a teacher/friend to explain the topic to you.  

If you are really struggling on a topic, don’t just forget about it. You should ask a teacher for 

help or watch a video explaining it. If you really can’t understand something no matter how 

hard you try, you should leave that topic for a few days and come back to it with a fresh mind. 

Don’t waste time stressing about it when you probably have lots more content to cover. 

Armaan F 

Make sure you cover every point on the specification (this is a list of everything that can come 

up on your exam). Don’t rely on just one resource when revising, as very often, resources such 

as websites or revision guides may miss some specification points out or may include way more 

information than you need to know.  

It is really easy to become obsessed with what other people are doing in their revision for 

exams and what they have been telling you to do for your exams, but it is so important to find 

what works for you, whether that be the amount of revision that you do or the method of 

revision. At the end of the day, you are the one taking your exam and you know yourself better 

than anyone, so it should be you who decides the way you revise (as long as it is effective).  

For me, my routine wasn’t a revision plan with a detailed description of what I was going 

to revise and how long for, but instead I tried to mimic a school day, aiming to start 

work for 9am each day as much as I could, but then doing 45 minutes on and 15 minutes 

off in terms of work (the contents of which would be decided by me on the day based 

on what I felt I needed to do). I always gave myself a proper amount of time to cook 

myself a proper lunch and have a break. I didn’t always end at a set time each day as 

instead I worked until I felt satisfied with the amount of things I’d got done or was 

becoming unproductive (by this point I would change my routine to 30 minutes on 15 

minutes off). 



Not all ‘revision’ is the same. There are many different revision methods but not all work for all 

subjects. Below you will find a wide range of ways of revising different subjects and I 

recommend you start trying them to see which ones help you. This will then prove useful 

throughout all of year 11, as you will know ‘how to revise’ - the main step in starting your 

revision journey. While it all may seem a bit overwhelming, as long as you begin now, bit-by-bit 

you will find it more manageable. Remember that revision doesn’t have to be done all in one 

go. It takes time, and tackling the trickiest topics now will definitely aid you in the future, 

meaning in May, you will be glad that you started now. Good luck! Will T 

Find ways to reward yourself for revising or make it an interesting activity so you become more 

motivated to look over content or do questions. Also, ask for help or advice if you are 

struggling- teachers can recommend really useful resources or alternative methods to find what 

fits best with you and your way of learning. 

Ultimately you need to take care of yourself, your physical health, mental health and life 

outside of school and exams, so try to find an effective way of learning that doesn’t sacrifice 

your wellbeing over the next year. Best of luck!!! Lottie G 

Keep a healthy work-life balance. Don’t cut yourself off from the rest of the world while 

revising. Leave some time to chill or go for a walk; leave enough time to sleep and eat well. And 

don’t forget to smile! Armaan F 

Active recall – the act of actively retrieving information from your brain. literally what you’d do 

in an exam! Rounak D 

I think the most important thing is to start early and find out what works for you and what 

doesn’t, even if you only figure it out by the time GCSEs end, you will be prepared for A Levels. I 

found that revision timetables didn’t work for me as if I missed a revision slot, I would end up 

abandoning my timetable.  

Instead, I revised my weak areas and broke down each subject by topic, ranking the topics 

based on confidence. This helped me to identify my weak areas and put more focus on them 

and is an example of the sort of thing you will discover through revising for your GCSEs. 

When preparing for your GCSEs I would track the time you are spending “revising” accurately 

and be honest, it will give you a much better idea of how much revision you actually do. You 

will find that over time you get an idea of what works and what doesn’t and become much 

more efficient. 

Don’t do “revision calls” with your friends unless you actually get work done on them! Jamie D 

 

 

 



 

Revision techniques 

 Flash cards - a great way of memorising and internalising information. In addition, it practices 

active recall which is paramount for success. Therefore, using flash cards helps you prepare 

yourself for the exam situation of trying to remember information Rounak D 

You might want to use them to remember equations and formulae for calculations Lottie G 

 Making notes - to make your own set of brilliant revision notes, compile information from 

multiple revision resources making sure every point from the specification is covered, as this 

will make it easier for you later, rather than cramming last minute trying to find revision notes 

from someplace. Armaan F 

 Practice questions and past papers – they properly test your knowledge and your ability to use 

exam techniques 

I really liked doing exam questions but ONLY ONCE I FELT I HAD THE KNOWLEDGE TO ANSWER 

THEM. Mark schemes can teach you a lot, but you are wasting time doing past-paper questions 

and getting all of them wrong because you didn’t have the knowledge in the first place. 

In my opinion, past paper questions are something you should only attempt once you feel 

confident in your knowledge in a topic, but I do think mark schemes can be very valuable in 

helping you to further your knowledge and understanding, which sometimes isn’t particularly 

clearly laid out in textbooks or other revision notes. Will T 

Looking at the mark scheme very thoroughly to see common marking points and key vocab that 

the examiners will be looking for are very worthwhile Lottie G 

Past papers are vital, especially with subjects like biology where it can sometimes be less fact 

based and more application, which requires good exam technique in order to know what the 

examiner is looking for which can sometimes be tricky to understand. I found that subjects like 

Chemistry were extremely repetitive in their questioning so if you do the past papers over and 

over again you will know exactly what to expect which helps you   gain confidence going into 

exams.  For the questions you get wrong, I recommend revisiting these questions regularly in 

the future as these are the questions you might lose marks for in the real thing. Anonymous 

 Blurting – writing out everything you know that comes to mind on a given topic in one go 

Amelie F 

 Mind maps – you could make these very detailed or be more of a summary, covering the 

general ideas within a topic; when revising, you can use this to trigger the rest of your 

knowledge  

 Teaching others – also known as the Feynman Technique, articulating what you’ve learnt to 

others is a win-win situation: your friend learns something he didn’t understand before, and 

you find the gaps in your knowledge. As Einstein famously said, “You don’t really understand 



something unless you can explain it to your grandmother”. Parents, siblings, cousins and others 

not doing your subject can be great people to try this on. Adi M  

Avoid re-reading notes or passively re-writing your notes: active recall is undoubtedly the best 

thing for the higher-mark content. 

Highlight any recurring mistakes you make – e.g.not using subject specific vocabulary or using it 

wrongly; then be proactive to go over the content to phase it out of your answers. - Rayhan A 

Make sure to use good apps and websites – you will find them throughout the course of your 

revision but here are some good ones Jamie D used:  

 https://pomofocus.io - for breaks and revision (if you sign in it tracks how long you are focused 

for and gives you a streak which can be motivating).  

 Todoist (app) - for scheduling revision and other tasks.  

 Anki – the best flashcard app out there (in my opinion)  

 https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com   

Remember: it must be noted that there are other techniques not mentioned in this guide, but 

the ones mentioned here are some of the most commonly used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November Mocks – before & after - and exam revision 

As much as these are just mocks, they are by far the best practice you will ever get in terms of 

simulating what the real GCSEs are like - you really need to make the most of them. In a way 

they are harder than the real thing because they are much less spaced out, and so in doing your 

November mocks you need to master your time management to ensure that you can get 

everything covered. Also, putting effort into your revision means you will have much less to do 

later on for your real GCSEs as you’ll have notes and whatnot from the mocks. Will T 

Honestly mocks do feel like the actual exams, just with a little less pressure on their outcomes - 

find a way of preparing yourself for exams and which types of revision to do for these exams, so 

you can figure out an effective strategy for the actual ones in May. The more prep you do for 

November mocks, the easier it is to continue your revision for the summer. I would really 

recommend looking at feedback from these exams and referring back to the mark schemes you 

might be given to help you see any areas you may have struggled in or achieved less well in. Try 

not to put to much stress on yourself and see them as a learning experience. 

Year 11 is undoubtedly centred around the GCSE exams in May/June, but I put importance on 

trying to “pace” yourself - it is so easy to revise for November mocks and get tired of putting in 

the work outside of school, so please prioritise quality revision over quantity and build up the 

amount of work you do over the year. Lottie G 

It’s also very important to keep the effort up when you go on study leave, you might be 

tempted to relax during exam season, especially if you have already done lots of revision, but 

you should avoid doing so as you will definitely regret it.  Continue putting effort into your 

revision because you will get much more rest than you need in the extra-long summer. And if 

you ever take a break, make sure it is not spent on video games, social media and TV as that 

won’t feel like a proper break. Go outside on a walk or a bike ride and bring friends along you 

will find it more fun overall and feel much more rested.  

Don’t let lucky mock results blind you to your weakness. I got an 8 in English Literature in my 

Year 10 EOYs because the question got leaked and assumed I was good at English Literature 

putting a worse grade on November mocks down to a “bad day”. By the time I realised English 

Literature was my weakest subject, it was March, and I didn’t have enough time to improve my 

grade. Question each bad mock result (and potentially the good ones). If you get a higher grade 

because you found out the question, it does not mean you actually did well in the exam. Jamie 

D 

At the same time, they aren’t the real exams. Treat them as a learning opportunity. See where 

you’re strong and can afford to take it easy and, more importantly, what weak areas/skills need 

your time, energy and attention. Jack D 

 

 



Wellbeing 

Ensure that your breaks are real breaks. What I mean by that is don’t sit at your desk on your 

phone for 15 minutes as a break every single time; take some time to go and make yourself a 

proper lunch (not just a crisp wrap or something of the sort), go out and do something like go 

for a bike ride, see your friends or play rugby, take a day off revision and go somewhere. Of 

course, those little 15 minute breaks at your desk are really important, but so are the proper 

breaks where you completely disconnect yourself from revision and do something you truly 

enjoy. You’re only a 16 year old once, and so you need to make the most of it. Will T 

I would say starting revision at the right time is essential to peaking when you need to: start too 

early you and might burn yourself out, however if you start too late, revision becomes too 

stressful and can be quite overwhelming. I felt that revising well for my mocks made things 

much easier later on as it cut down on pressure and workload. If you feel unsure about a topic 

as you’re learning it, it is vital to make yourself understand it at the time after the lesson, rather 

than waiting until it is too late. 

Finally I would say the most important thing to do when you actually sit the exams, is to relax.  I 

struggled with this myself, so I know that it is so important to just take a few seconds to calm 

yourself down and come back to questions in a better headspace. It is also really important no 

matter how the exam went to park it somewhere else and try to focus on the next one, as not 

doing so will affect your confidence and wellbeing. Lastly I would advise not listen to others too 

much after exams as everyone will have experienced the exam differently and you will end up 

worrying. Anonymous 

Throughout your GCSES, you will hear a lot of noise: 

  In Year 11, you hear from your friend in the other class say that the English assessment 

is on X. While in the short term, purely focusing your revision on topic X may be 

beneficial, it will severely harm you in the long run.  

o Firstly, you will have no actual experience of managing and tackling exam 

questions, reacting on the spot, and swiftly articulating your ideas onto paper. 

o Secondly, your overall knowledge will be limited; by revising only Mr Birling 

which is the ‘supposed question’, your knowledge will be limited. Therefore, my 

advice would be not to cheat yourself. 

o Think about the long term, what is worth it? Pre-learning an answer to feel smug 

in an internal examination, or preparing for all eventualities, and being able to 

feel confident you can think under pressure, and approach your actual 

examinations with confidence that you will do well no matter the question. 

o During the exam period, there will be endless videos circulating YouTube, with 

predicted questions (particularly for English). Do not fall into the trap of 

spending the majority of your revision focusing on the eventuality of the 



predicted question coming up. In fact, during my exams this year, the so-called 

‘predicted’ question always seemed to elude the actual exam papers. 

o After an exam, there will be people running around, asking each other what they 

got. Whilst it is only natural to compare answers, do not get sucked in to all the 

noise and debates, it is certainly a waste of energy. What’s done is done, simply 

go home and prepare with a clear head for the next exam. 

Kian E 

 

Maintain a healthy routine. It can also be really easy to almost hide away behind a desk 

working, but I loved going out for walks in the park and listening to music to properly take 

myself away from a work environment so I could properly relax.  Lottie G 

 

Getting motivated to revise can be difficult. In order to be motivated to revise, first have to 

learn to enjoy revising. You have to make revision as “fun” and interesting for you as possible, 

or otherwise, you’ll only see it as a chore and won’t be motivated.   

Make it easy to start – put some music on or start small – with a few questions, just 5 mins. 

You’ll end up working for longer after getting in the flow of working.  

When you lose motivation to revise during a revision session, take a break. A lack of motivation 

may be caused by tiredness, so make sure to sleep well.   

Ultimately, the best kind of motivation is what the experts call ’intrinsic motivation’, or what 

teachers call ’a love of learning’. If you come to enjoy the privilege of learning about all kinds of 

subjects, there’ll be no need to find motivation. 

Additional Maths 

Bareau Maths is a godsend for the entire course. It is a YouTube channel entirely dedicated to 

the OCR Additional Maths specification with which you could, in theory, teach yourself the 

whole course, and it has videos going through past papers as well which are very helpful as they 

give you an insight into the type of questions that you will encounter in the exam (which 

admittedly vary in similarity to those in the textbook) and how to solve them. Will T 

It's important to not let yourself fall behind in the course, as you will be learning new content 

quite late into the academic year. At this stage, you will find it very useful to keep revising your 

topics from year 10 just so you are comfortable answering questions. To find more 

information/explanations, I also recommend Bareau Maths. This will help you in developing the 

method of thinking when going about exam questions and may also give you tips on making 

difficult questions easier to comprehend. Adi V 

Additional Maths is all about mastering methods and remembering rules. Make sure to 

constantly keep on top of work and practice questions, as it gets very easy to fall behind and 

get lost in certain topics – especially due to them being much harder than GCSE. I found that 

https://www.youtube.com/@bareaumaths/featured


working with a classmate who did AddMaths helped me retain more information as we would 

teach each other topics we struggled with. Last year, there were many questions where we 

were asked to explain our answer or give suggestions which caught quite a few of us out. 

Therefore, in class if there is some method you do not understand or is a bit unclear, make sure 

to ask and find out why it works. Finally, the textbook has some extremely difficult questions, if 

you are able to master those you should be all well and good. Sanjay A 

You can find further information and resources on the OCR FSMQ Exam Board. 

 

Art 

Make sure you choose sub-topics that interest you as it is important to talk about your work 

and contextual sources in quite a bit of depth. However, it's important to have an open mind and 

consider your teacher’s advice. Based on this, work on the areas of improvement that they give you to 

secure high grades, since they know what aspects are key in grade 8 and 9 sketchbooks.  

I made sure to avoid wasting time during lessons, and if we started a piece of art in class, I 

made sure to finish it off at home. This is vital, as work can pile up if you put it off for too long, 

making it seem like you have a lot more to do than if you just work piece-by-piece as your topic 

develops. Using my time in class helped me to stay on track with my portfolio and enjoy the 

progression of my topic.  

Additionally, I found it useful to use my own photographs as references for my drawings 

wherever possible, as it fits in with multiple assessment objectives. Experiment with different media 

in your portfolio and evaluate how you found it, to help with the development of your work, but for 

your final pieces it may be best to stick with media you are more confident with. Finally, don’t waste 

time on unnecessary backgrounds! Your pieces of art stand out well enough on their own without fancy 

titles.  

Nadia S 

Personally before taking Art, I was told that the GCSE would kill my passion for the subject, but I 

strongly believe this does not have to be the case and if you genuinely enjoy it, you’ll have no 

problem staying on top of the work and will not hate it. If you do choose art, then it is most 

likely because you enjoy thinking creatively- and GCSE Art will allow you to show it all as you 

have a lot of freedom during the course. No matter what subject you pick you can interpret 

almost everything you’re interested in under whatever you chose. 

 It's important that you pick a subject you can feed multiple ideas into. Brainstorming 

and mind mapping is a good way to manage your thoughts for the project and it might 

be helpful to start planning for the later part of the course near the start, which you can 

add on to if needed. 

 I found it to be very helpful to experiment a lot with materials and styles you aren’t 

comfortable with. If you do not feel confident stepping out of your comfort zone, it’s 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/fsmq/additional-mathematics/


particularly important for getting a good grade in art so it would be wise to start doing 

so early on, so you’re used to it as you go through the course. 

 Furthermore, I personally found it very useful to try and make the most of time I have in 

lessons so you can balance your work at home (especially when revision for other 

subjects comes into play) and don’t spend hours on something you could have finished 

relatively quickly.  

Sophie S 

In my opinion, Art isn’t as high of a workload as people say it is – as long as you stay on top of 

things and doing the work you are told to do- which is the good thing about Art, you will have 

already done most of the hard work going into the exams, it really takes a lot of pressure off 

you and frees up time for other subjects so use this to your advantage and don’t leave work 

until the last minute. The end of year piece doesn’t need to be anything huge either. Most of 

our class did an A4 piece which was more than enough. Remember, quality beats quantity, art 

can either free your time and pressure or easily snatch it all away, the control is in your hands.  

Rivan M 

The best thing about art is that it is a coursework subject, meaning if you are organized and 

work hard in the entire art course, you will have much less stress during exams. The thing that 

people find daunting about art is the 6-hour exam that you sit at the end of the course. Whilst 

this can be a lot, I personally enjoyed it and I think that most people that are taking the subject 

will actively enjoy a day of just dedicated art. So, you should not stress about the final exam like 

in other subjects, but just make sure you are up to date with all your coursework.  

The most important thing is to actually enjoy what you're doing. Whilst it seems obvious, some 

people get stuck working in a medium they do not enjoy or working on a piece they are not 

particularly interested in. In my opinion, this can make the art worse as you are less motivated 

and attached to the piece. However, it is also important to say that you should experiment - the 

examiners like to see a student's growth and thought processes throughout their entire art 

course.  

Overall, you get out of art exactly what you put in. You could be on a 5 in art right now and still 

finish on a 9 if you put your mind to it. I do not believe in natural art talent; I think it is all to do 

with the mentality and the hard work that a person puts in  

Amar T 

You can find further information and resources on the OCR GCSE ART Exam Board. 

Biology 

Biology is a vast subject with a lot of topics, so it can seem very daunting to begin with, as you 

are required to learn so many minute details, but I promise it is easier than it seems. My one 

single greatest piece of advice is that the specification is your best friend – it clearly condenses 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/


down everything you need to know into a single document. Each topic will have bullet points 

that precisely state what exactly students must know. A lot of the times while doing past papers 

you may find something you are unfamiliar with however, more often than not it will end up 

being something mentioned in a sentence in the specification! Always remember the exam 

boards can only test you from what they have put in the specification but at times you may be 

required to apply your own knowledge to a situation. Now your job is to just know the 

specification like the back of your hand.   

Content mastery and learning is something that is applied across all your subjects and biology is 

one that requires this the most. For this I strongly recommend the use of flash cards 

incorporated with the specification and past paper answers. I found using flashcards helped me 

when it came to knowledge and from there I could do past papers. These papers will allow you 

to see what subject areas you are weaker in and you will get a firm grasp of mark scheme 

terminology (what the examiners want you to say). The more past paper and exam questions 

you can do, the easier biology will get. Rounak 

When it comes to biology, it’s vital you understand what the question is asking for through the 

specific command words. For example, being asked to ‘describe’, you initially may want to show 

off all your knowledge on the topic; however, they simply want to know ‘what’ something is in 

comparison to a explain question which requires more planning as it focuses more on the ‘why’ 

behind something is happening. 

As I find biology rather wordy, I liked to take a little pause in the exam to plan my longer, 

wordier answers for those 6 markers (especially ones that revolve around processes for 

example). Furthermore, since it’s definitely content heavy I recommend avoiding re-reading 

over notes or passively re-writing your notes: active recall is undoubtedly the best thing for the 

higher-mark content. 

Highlight any recurring mistakes you make in regards to not using subject specific vocabulary or 

using it wrongly and actively go over the content to phase it out of your answers. Rayhan A 

Being confident on required practicals is a must - these always come up in exams in the form of 

multiple 6 markers so simply learning the methods are imperative and will enable you to pick 

up easy marks. I highly recommend watching the freesciencelessons videos for all the required 

practicals to gain knowledge of the actual methods and techniques Will T 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE BIOLOGY Exam Board. 

Chemistry 

In Chemistry GCSE, many of your marks will come from topics that you covered in Year 9 and 

may have even forgotten about. Questions such as the structure and bonding of different 

carbon structures like diamond and graphite will often reward you with a lot of marks.  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461


Another key thing to remember is your practicals. From Year 9 to now, you will have done a fair 

amount of practicals, that at the time seemed like a well-deserved break from regular lesson, 

but these practicals are a lot more than that. While it is vital that you know exactly how to carry 

out each practical with safety steps, the examiners will also test your understanding of the 

practical with questions that can’t be answered with a simple step-by-step method.  

A question they like to ask follows this structure “Why has X been used in excess instead of Y?”. 

This requires more understanding of what is actually going on in the chemistry behind the 

practical, which can be developed by going through each practical again. I also recommend 

freesciencelessons for a good recap of each individual topic and practical.  

Chemistry is quite content-heavy, so you won’t necessarily have the time once you’ve finished 

the course to go over everything again. It is vital that you stay focused towards the end of the 

course and value those topics equally to any others, as they can take up just as much of a paper 

as anything else. 

Lastly, make sure your graph skills are polished. Oftentimes you can secure 4 marks for simply 

labelling a graph, plotting points and drawing a line/curve through them. This is an easy skill 

that can be practised to ensure you are securing those marks. As well as this, topics such as rate 

of reaction rely a lot on graph work – drawing tangents, calculating gradients etc. If you can 

already plot graphs well, then practise drawing tangents at different points to calculate your 

rates of reaction, as this will also be worth a good amount of marks in the exam.  

Adi V 

In order to succeed in GCSE Chemistry, you have to truly understand the topic and take no 

shortcuts. This can be accomplished by watching videos, reading a textbook or whichever way 

that allows you to learn the content. Make sure to follow the specification (watch out for small 

areas which may have only been covered briefly in class). The spec is really helpful when 

making concise notes as it lays out what you will need to know from a certain topic and 

therefore saves time for other subjects.  Sourish A 

In Chemistry, I found that most people (myself included), disliked and struggled in the 

‘Structure and Bonding’ topic. I remember feeling as if I couldn’t get my head around it and 

really couldn’t find the motivation to actually revise it. You may feel the same as me or feel 

similar towards a different topic. Whilst it’s only natural to want to focus on the stuff we are 

good at during revision (as it makes us feel better about ourselves), I would highly recommend 

just sitting down and putting in the hard yards. Structure and bonding questions are highly 

frequent in Paper 1 and are only asked in a few particular ways. Use the specification as a guide 

and simply just learn the properties and key phrases (e.g. when to mention strong bonds or 

when to mention intermolecular forces). Keep practising exam questions and you will soon find 

yourself an expert on the chosen topic and actually find yourself feeling glad when you see it on 

an exam paper as you know exactly how to answer the question. Kian E 



Calculations are a major part of GCSE chemistry. Whether it’s mole calculations or titrations, 

you are able to secure a good number of marks for just understanding the process of calculating 

different things. 20% of your chemistry GCSE is made up of calculations (that’s 40 marks over 

the 2 papers!), so learning how to go about a mole calculation using the formulae you have 

learnt, or going about a titration question with the formulae you know, make sure you are 

comfortable answering slightly complex chemical calculations. (You need to know those 

practicals in detail as they provide a lot of importance in the questions: knowing the processes, 

the pros to them, the cons to them, their variables etc.) 

When it comes to calculations they can be annoying to learn - especially when some are so 

similar - definitely use calculation triangles and acronyms and things of the same nature to both 

memorise and differentiate them in your head.  

A lot of the content can be found on both papers so definitely learn the fundamentals of the 2 

papers since the basics build the basis of the specific separate content. Rayhan A 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE CHEMISTRY Exam Board. 

 

Computer Science 

For Paper 1, I recommend that you learn processes in detail. This could be how different 

computer components work or how different protocols work as these will often come up in 3 or 

4 marker questions. I would also recommend knowing binary very well, e.g. adding in binary, 

using hexadecimal etc. Although these questions usually only reward you with 1 or 2 marks, this 

could be the different between a Grade 8 and a 9.  

Paper 2 of will be your programming paper, with a lot of marks up for grabs in the longer 

answer programming questions. For this reason, it’s really important that you fully understand 

Python. The best practice for this is just making small programs, that may be really easy to 

make, but that use key programming constructs like selection, iteration and sequencing. This 

helps you develop a logical method of thinking, which will allow you to approach exam 

questions in the same way. If you practise a lot with smaller programs, you will know exactly 

how to approach a programming question e.g. what constructs to use, how you should be 

ordering your program. 

Lastly, this tip applies to both papers - make sure you learn your definitions. Often times 

students get so caught up with programming and binary, that you forget how to answer the 

simple questions – such as “What is software?”, “What is hardware?” (these questions came up 

in the 2022 paper). Revising your definitions is a less demanding task and will reward you in the 

exam. Adi V 

In order to help with the theory-side of computer science, use this website -

https://revisecs.csuk.io/6-a-day-lite/. If you do 6 questions a day and make ones you found 

tricky into flashcards, you will be familiar with most of the shorter questions they could throw 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
https://revisecs.csuk.io/6-a-day-lite/


at you. For the longer questions, instead of sitting there idly at the end of the exam, write down 

every idea you can think of (use the additional pages if necessary) this will make it much easier 

for you to get full marks as long as you include enough points for each part of the question. 

Jamie D 

For me, this is a subject where the 2 papers have 2 completely types of content and ways to 

revise.  

Paper 1 - the key to this is practice; you quite literally need to become fluent in Python to the 

point where you struggle to find questions to do. If you master Python, half the marks on paper 

1 are secured; you will most likely always get a question at the end worth 15 marks where it 

may ask you for a subroutine or to code a game. You can practice for these by coding simple 

games e.g rock paper scissors, or coding real life applications for example a program to select 

and display ticket prices and routes.  

One thing that caught so many people out last year on Paper 1 was definitions, especially with 

the new spec they really like asking definitions of relatively simple things but we were unable to 

word our answer clearly. To prevent this read through the spec and jot down all definitions and 

memorise them. SQL also plays a major role in paper 1 so learn that to a very good extent. 

Make sure to look over structured programming and its advantages. 

Paper 2 – the key to theory is actually understanding how and why it works rather than simply 

trying to memorise it, it makes much more sense when you take time to process the 

information. Make sure to look over your ethical and legal issues – many students overlook this 

area of theory because its relatively easy to come up with on the spot, however if you get a 

scenario which you do not understand you want to be ready with a couple of default issues that 

apply to every scenario so you can gain the easy marks. For data storage/character encoding 

topics, make sure to memorise the advantages and disadvantages. Sanjay A 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE Exam 

Board. 

 

DT 

 

It may be annoying, but make sure that you meet the deadlines for your coursework. It will 

prevent you from becoming overwhelmed with work and will help you get a higher mark. You 

will also not have to stay after school as much to get it done. Research is very important as it 

becomes the basis of your whole product. Make sure to include ACCESS FM in your analysis of 

your designs and existing products. Make sure your actual product is intricate enough to show 

off your skills in the workshop and design work, but not so complicated that it is too hard to 

build, or you run out of building time.  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/computer-science-and-it/gcse/computer-science-8525
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/computer-science-and-it/gcse/computer-science-8525


When in the workshop, make sure to take pictures of everything that you are doing so that you 

have plenty to include in your PowerPoint. Make sure that part of your product is made by CAM 

(ie laser cutter or 3D printer) and another is done by hand and do both CAD and manual design 

drawings. How much is done by each is up to you, but there needs to be some of both in there. 

If there are fragile components of your product, make sure that it is handled with care and no 

one else messes with it or they may break it – this happened to me on the last day of 

production.  

Make sure to maximise the effort you put into coursework, as it counts for half the GCSE and 

getting a high mark means that you don’t need to do as well in the actual exam, which is good 

as you don’t get much time to revise for it after coursework. When it does come to the exam, 

you need basic knowledge of materials and mechanisms, but a lot of the rest is just common 

sense and may even be covered by your other subjects, especially about climate change. Ed B 

The fact that the DT GCSE is a course that is 50% exam based and 50% coursework based can be 

strongly used to your advantage. The NEA is the most essential part of your course as you can 

control how well you do on it. It is very important to keep up to date, meet deadlines and 

respond to feedback thoughtfully. It is imperative that you work hard to have a consistently 

high standard throughout your project to get high marks. 

I advise you to get inspiration from exemplar examples given to you and write in detail 

throughout. For example, when you do your initial design ideas, your drawings do not have to 

be great, but your explanations must be clear to allow the examiner to give you as many marks 

as possible. Make sure to listen to your teacher and follow any advice that they give you - they 

want you to do well. 

The other 50% of the course is marked from your written exam. I advise starting your revision 

as early as possible but in small quantities. DT has much less content that needs to be learned 

than other subjects, meaning that little and often is the way to go when revising for this exam. I 

would recommend making flashcards and doing practice questions as I found that they helped 

me remember the important pieces of information the most. Much of the exam is common 

sense and the simplest answers are often the correct ones.  

Overall, make sure your coursework is done to deadlines at a high standard as it will give you 

the confidence going into your written exam. Tom H 

 

You can find further information and resources on the EDEXCEL GCSE DT Exam Board. 

Economics 

Having learnt microeconomics in Year 10, make sure not to neglect it – keep ticking over your 

knowledge by briefly recapping the topics at home during the year, as there is little time to 

revisit it during Year 11. As the exam is predominantly essay based, exam technique and literacy 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-and-technology-9-1-from-2017.html


skills are critical. In the 9 and 15 mark questions, it is critical to give your opinion in the 

introduction and provide a detailed conclusion with an evaluation to secure the top band. In 

Economics, there are always trade-offs.  Whether it's between economic agents on a 

microeconomic level or between government objectives on a macroeconomic level, make sure 

to acknowledge this in your conclusion to signal to the examiner you are aware of both 

viewpoints in relation to the question.  

Also, learning the basic graphs are a great way to access the top band of the mark scheme, 

standing out to the examiner above other students. However, make sure you refer to and 

explain the graph in your writing, signalling what each change in said graph represents (e.g as 

shown in the graph, due to a rightward shift in AD, RNO goes from Y1 to Y2, representing 

economic growth… ) Kian E 

As with many essay-based subjects, you really need to show off to the examiner that you are 

someone who is better than almost everyone if not everyone else who is doing the exam at 

answering the given question, and so you can gain a lot simply by wowing the examiner with 

fancy expressions (e.g. rather than saying “people buy more imports” say “people’s marginal 

propensity to import increases”), little bits of your own knowledge (e.g. recent examples of 

policies you’re speaking about), solid chains of reasoning and clever use of the text that you’re 

given. 

The 15 markers on your papers are often linked to recent economic events, so it may be worth 

having a think about what has been recently economically significant so you can potentially 

attempt to get a kind of prediction going and thus can effectively target your revision/plan (e.g. 

the 2023 15 markers were about HS2 and price stability, both of which were key points of 

economic significance throughout the year). Will T 

The key to secure the top band of marks in the essay questions is to develop a chain of 

reasoning. Instead of going straight from point A to E, show each step i.e. A -> B -> C -> D -> E. 

This will show the examiner that you properly understand what you’re saying. Once you 

understand developing chains of reasoning, it will be much easier to easily structure your essay 

questions. Furthermore, you will be marked on your ability to judge both sides of the question. 

For this, give at least one paragraph to weighing a counter argument – even if it’s not the 

opinion you settle with. Lastly, it’s vital that you state your opinion clearly in the introduction 

and the conclusion. The examiner wants to see what you think and how you word your answer, 

which means that ‘sitting on the fence’ won’t secure top marks. You can choose to agree with 

either side of the argument, but I find it generally easier to agree with what the question says, 

as you will find more evidence for this in the 2 sources you are given.  Adi V 

Try to ensure that you understand every topic thoroughly as a gap in your knowledge could be 

the 15 markers for your GCSE. Also learn some common evaluation points that can be used in 

your conclusion for most essays (e.g., short term vs long term) which can be found in the mark 

scheme. Don’t forget to practice your own 15 markers and get your teachers to mark them if 



you struggle with them. I found that economics was largely about finding patterns in your 

answers to questions such as big firms having diseconomies of scale which can be used in many 

microeconomics answers. Don’t forget to start your essays with a definition and have a semi-

balanced argument for each equation. Jamie D 

With economics, it's important to know why stuff happens. For example, why does hot money 

flow into the economy after interest rates rise. Make sure if you don’t understand something 

you ask your teacher about it. Rohan D 

 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE ECONOMICS Exam Board. 

 

English Language 

Many people think that you can’t revise for language, but they are completely wrong. Practicing 

past papers is especially helpful and you can ask your teacher to mark them and tell you where 

you could improve. You can also practice individual questions. Ed B 

For English Language, practice is key. Every so often, you can complete a past paper, or even a 

specific question to focus on and hand it into your teacher. Take their feedback into account 

and apply it into a future question. Keep practising and repeating these skills through questions 

and you will find yourself with the ability to think of ideas swiftly and improve speed which is 

highly beneficial in a time pressured exam. I found it useful looking at past paper workthroughs 

(firstratetutors and Mrs Whelan English on YouTube) to see what other ideas I could have 

included and perhaps didn’t pick up in the extract. Kian E 

Do NOT analyse language in P2 Q2 as you don’t gain any marks. An acronym that helped me 

achieve full marks for this question was SQIZ - Statement, Quote, Inference, Zoom and then a 

link to the other extract before you repeat the SQIZ structure. 

View P1 Q3 like you/the author is a movie director and how they are moving the camera- what 

are they focusing/shifting on, why repeat things, is there a flashback/ flashforward, why do a 

cyclical/ non-cyclical structure? 

Always choose the most judicious quotations- where are the higher-level methods such as 

metaphors, similes, allusions used and most importantly why are they used. Rayhan A 

Make sure that you are confident with as many examples of sentence structure, figurative 

language and punctuation as possible so you don’t limit yourself in that sense. 

Ensure that you don’t lose marks for poor vocabulary, and so make sure to be strict on yourself 

regarding this when practicing, and perhaps look through a thesaurus to help improve your 

vocabulary. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136


If you struggle with English Language, you could try coming up with your own pre-prepared 

story that will fit almost any question. I did one about a girl wandering through a forest meeting 

a boy. This story can be perfected in your own time with the help of your English teacher and 

then in the actual exam you can change a small bit of it. Memorising it can be tricky but it was 

definitely worth it for me.  

For both my papers, I had a pre-planned story/non-fiction writing that I could easily change to 

fit different papers that helped me get full marks in both as I improved upon their format over 

the year. Will T 

The YouTube channel Mr Salles Teaches English has loads of videos covering the questions on 

the language papers. These include going over past exam questions and how to make the most 

out of the extract and analyse it properly. It’s a very good channel for improving your exam 

technique and grades. He usually uploads most of his videos right before the exams in the 

summer for both language and literature, but you can watch old videos for the mocks and they 

will help massively. Mr Bruff and Mr Everything English are also helpful channels. Ed B 

What order to do the questions in? That’s up to you and something you should work out by 

doing a good number of papers. Going in question order has its advantages (leads you to up to 

Section B) but may not be best for you. Adi M 

 

English Literature 

For me, I found that essay plans were the most efficient way to ensure I felt I had my bases 

covered, whilst learning (somewhat) minimal quotes and increasing my confidence going into 

exams. 

Mr Salles English and First Rate Tutors were excellent YouTube channels that I found helpful, 

along with Mr Salles’ free e-books (particularly for Jekyll and Hyde and Macbeth, although you 

do have to sift your way through quite a lot of waffle to get to the bits that actually make sense 

and are reasonable). With all YouTube channels and other help available via social media, it is 

important to know that at the end of the day they are oftentimes posting clickbait content as 

this is what makes them their money. This often also leads to scaremongering where people 

attempt to make predictions and videos based off of those predictions which are often 

completely false and a waste of your time. Will T 

While a strong understanding of your texts and poems is vital, the most important factor is how 

you express your answer to the question, what key information and quotes you’re including. I 

find that writing practice essays throughout Year 11 very much help, especially with your 

confidence, as you develop a sort of flow to write, knowing exactly what to go where. Another 

key factor of top answers is alternative interpretations. Don’t be afraid to include multiple ideas 

about the same quote – as long as you’re not majorly contradicting yourself, then you will be 

awarded more marks for this. Lastly, practising essays will definitely help you with time 

https://www.youtube.com/@MrSallesTeachesEnglish
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstRateTutors


management in the exam. Often in lessons you have so much time to think about what you’re 

going to write, but in an exam, all of this time counts. Being able to plan quickly and write 

quickly will be very useful for you when it comes to next summer. Adi V 

Please make use to your teacher because the best way to improve in English Literature is 

practice. Perhaps do an essay every week for the teacher to mark and soon enough your brain 

will automatically apply the structure and much more knowledge will be retained. In the exams 

make sure to manage your time well, keep an eye on the clock as you need to force yourself to 

move on if you are lacking time, use your mocks to practice this. Sanjay A 

The questions tend to ask how does the writer present X. However, the real question should be 

how and WHY does the writer present X. It is absolutely imperative to use writer’s purpose and 

why they uses a method to convey a particular message. This can be effectively conveyed 

through a thesis, something I completely recommend to signal to the examiner you have 

identified the writers purpose and I found the thesis also gave me clarity of the three main 

arguments I was going to discuss in my exam, hence creating a conceptualised response. (I 

would highly recommend watching Mr Salles video on how to construct a thesis.) 

Again, keep practicing essays and use your teachers! They want to help you succeed so take all 

their feedback and advice into account. During my revision, I found it useful to choose ‘juicy’ 

quotes, where you can zoom into multiple specific words and extract multiple interpretations 

out of them. Rather than learning loads of quotes, I found it beneficial and time efficient to 

learn a smaller amount of these type of quotes which I learn interpretations that can be applied 

to a variety of questions , themes and characters. You will find that your writing speed will 

dramatically improve with practice, again something that is advantageous in the exam which is 

extremely time pressured. Kian E 

My teachers came up with ‘gateway quotations’ that allowed for me to use the best quotes. 

Essentially, which quotes /scenes link to multiple characters and themes? ‘look like th’innocent 

flower…’ is an example as it’s a judicious quote that works well in every question and can be 

used when the extract may be subpar or you’re stuck. They are the best quotes that ingrain into 

your memory to be recalled upon. Rayhan A 

Whenever you have time, read over the texts as this will give you a much better understanding 

of the plot and therefore the text overall itself. Also, this helps you to draw links between 

different parts of the text which is key to your understanding and getting the best marks. Lee T 

Revising multiple texts for English Lit can be really confusing, so to simplify the knowledge you 

need for one exam I would use mind maps for each character/theme of a text, and use 

adjectives or ideas to describe them, so you can be prepared for multiple aspects of the essay 

question.  

When revising quotations it's really important to link several quotations back to a main idea or 

theme, so try to revise quotations together instead of revising them as separate pieces of 



information. When learning these, try to also revise the analysis and context so you can recall 

the information quickly in the exam and don’t spend too much time trying to remember the key 

analysis of quotations. Lottie G 

Understand the AO’s and their percentage breakdown: language analysis and understanding of 

methods and intentions being vital, and understanding of the text and context (social, 

economic, religious, political etc) is important.  

Don’t be afraid to be creative with your analysis’ as long as they are well developed because the 

markers are looking for perceptive answers that are unique and separate you from the other 

typical inferences of others. Rayhan A 

For Poetry, watch Mr Bruff’s short summaries on each poem and make a brief summary of the 

key features of each poem: structure/form/context etc. He has really interesting and useful 

alternative interpretations which will make you stand out to the examiner. I would also 

recommend learning a few poems in extensive detail, e.g choosing a war poem that you will 

always use if the named poem is a war poem etc. Kian E 

Please don’t revise the poetry separately, as the question is a comparison - learn them in pairs 

or groups of shared themes and practice comparing and contrasting them to one another. My 

best tip is to plan! Your essay needs structure and a clear argument, and that can be really 

difficult to achieve if you don’t have a plan to work from - it only takes 5 minutes but can really 

improve your essay structure and overall mark. Lottie G 

Regarding poetry, learning 2-3 judicious quotations for each poem is needed so you can 

instantly get to planning your answer. Also, do further reading on the poets and how they feel 

about the poem (especially the more modern poets). Rayhan G 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE ENGLISH Exam Board. - 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE and ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

French 

Listening to podcasts in French will help with not only your listening, but also with your 

speaking skills, so are a great resource to utilise.  

Generally, as you’re going through your day, think about how you would say things that you are 

saying/thinking in French, as this really helps to get the language in your head. Lee T 

Quizlet is a great resource for vocabulary practice, as it is easy to use. I would also recommend 

using past papers, as with every subject, because they are the best way to familiarise yourself 

with the layout of the exam. Amelie F 

To strengthen your vocabulary, I would recommend signing up for Memrise (it’s free) and doing 

the French course. It is quite relaxing - I used to do it while listening to music, and the 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://app.memrise.com/course/5978423/french-gcse-aqa-9-1-general-vocabulary/


leaderboard was a good motivator to revise. It massively helps with the reading and writing 

sections as, although I did Edexcel, all the words you needed to know were esentially the same. 

It was particularly useful when words that weren’t used in class (such as ‘jumeaux’ meaning 

twins) came up. 

In the build-up to your speaking, you could listen to French music (Stromae and Indila have 

some good songs) and speak simple sentences out loud of what you are doing and search up 

any vocab you don’t know.  Jamie D 

Regular grammar practice is key to getting a high grade on the French exam because it comes 

up everywhere - memorise key phrases that you will use such as “I went/I will go”. Using 

different pronouns also adds complexity so I would also memorise phrases using “nous”, 

because you can use these in the reading and writing papers, as well as in the speaking exam. 

For the reading paper, you are not expected to know every single word the exam board have 

written in a text, but you need to be able to infer the meaning of words from the context for 

the rest of the piece. If you still don’t understand a word, though, then move onto the next 

question to avoid wasting time. Lottie G 

Consuming French content is a great way to revise vocabulary and also pick up new vocab and 

grammar. Reading French literature and watching French films, TV shows and documentaries 

are all excellent ways to go about this.  

It’s important to do wider reading in relation to the specifications content (such as school or the 

house), but also actively reference your older vocabulary so you’re integrating them both and 

revising at the same time. 

The CGP revision guide and practice book were definitely worth buying for me as they provided 

me with content and practice respectively.  Rayhan A 

You can find further information and resources on the EDEXCEL GCSE FRENCH Exam Board. 

 

Geography 

Know your case studies! Facts from case studies are often needed in longer answer questions 

so if you do not know your case studies substantial amounts of marks will be lost. If you’re 

aiming for the top grades, you should know all your case studies like the back of your hand. 

Remember, you do not need to learn every single fact in a case study because in the exam you 

are not going to need to write every single fact down in your answers. Select enough 

information from each section of each case study and learn that. The highest mark question is 

12 marks (which includes 3 SPaG marks) so you won’t need a gazillion facts.  

Also, for case study questions, you shouldn’t just blurt out all the facts that you know onto your 

paper as this will not benefit you. You need to be able to link these facts to the question asked 

and explain them. Remember to use geographical terminology in your answers. An effective 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html


way to learn case studies is to use flashcards. There are also case study resources on Quizlet 

and Physics & Maths Tutor. 

Know your command words! In order to understand what the question is asking you to do you 

must know and understand your command words. Many people misunderstand command 

words and answer questions incorrectly which costs a lot of marks. There are lots of different 

command words in GCSE Geography - discuss, assess, justify, to what extent - so it’s important 

to learn them all and make sure that you understand what each command word means. The 

best way to tackle this is to practising lots of questions, especially longer answer questions.  

In addition to this, you should learn a variety of sentence starters and linking words to 

compare/contrast (likewise, similarly, in contrast, however). This will make your answer clearer 

and more coherent. Therefore, the examiner will see that you are ticking off the criteria and 

answering the question asked. Finally, remember to include introductions/conclusions in 

questions that require them (you will know which questions require them by the command 

word that is used). 

Armaan F 

The most useful thing you can do is use Anki flashcards to memorise your case studies – some 

good examples of flashcards can be found here on PMT. If you start memorising them around 

January they will be second nature to recall during the exam and with Anki’s spaced repetition 

you will only have to spend a few minutes a day doing the flashcards (I used to do in idle time I 

had while waiting for a bus).  

However, you need to know more than just your case studies, I would recommend the OMG 

Revision YouTube channel for seeing how to structure your longer questions and for covering 

any gaps in your knowledge. Jamie D 

I found it really useful to print out the specification for your subjects. I did this for geography 

which really helped me as the questions on the paper often directly mirror the specification; 

this helped revision become a lot more focused as you can figure out what the questions want 

from you and makes it more easy to identify the gaps in your knowledge in order for you to 

answer the questions to the best of your ability.   

Geography is one of those subjects where having case studies and facts for everything will just 

make you stand out from other candidates. Remember the more case study facts you have the 

more you stand out, because everyone will come prepared with a case study, it’s a matter of 

who has better, more detailed facts and who is able to link these facts to the question. The best 

way to revise these case studies is flashcards and blurting. Frequent and little is better than 

trying to do it all in one go.  



 Grab a piece of paper, write down as many facts as you can for a case study, write the 

facts you missed in red pen, then learn the facts in red and repeat. Reading around the 

subject will also help.  

 Reading the news not only gives you a background awareness of the current 

environmental problems around the world, but it also makes your job much easier when 

writing those 12 markers. In most instances for the big questions it will ask you to write 

a report about an issue and how they solved it using a case study. That is basically what 

they do on the news, reading it will make you get used to flowing your argument and all 

you simply have to do is apply the structure to the question with your case study facts.  

Sanjay A 

Many people forget about AO3 marks when it comes to geography, and this limits you severely, 

particularly on the 6 and 9 markers where you absolutely need evidence from the figure and 

some sort of evaluation in order to get top marks, so make sure you have plenty of this 

included, and that it is specific enough to count (perhaps a quote, and make sure you say that 

you got something from the figure if you did). Will T 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY Exam Board. 

 

History 

Learn your facts, and make sure you have plenty of facts for EVERY topic, which may involve 

further research (e.g., I found that I had to do some extra research to gain extra information on 

bombing for the Germany paper, and for many of the different conflicts’ significance for the 

war and society paper). 

Make sure you are really clear on how to answer each question, particularly on the 

International Relations section, as you can very quickly lose a very large number of marks 

because you haven’t properly structured your answer or actually answered the question being 

asked, regardless of the amount of knowledge you have. 

Show off to the examiner: if you know a fact about something, put it in there. The whole aim of 

your answer is to convince the examiner that they should give you as many marks as possible, 

and if you’ve impressed them with a vast array of perhaps slightly obscure knowledge then they 

may be kind enough to turn somewhat of a blind eye to poorer structure and/or lower quality 

elsewhere in your answer. It is particularly important that this high-quality detail comes at the 

start of your answer so that you create a good first impression.  

Will T 

Make sure to do plenty of past papers, and start now, not right before the exams. Set yourself 

the appropriate time limit and complete the questions, maybe with a short break in the middle 

for Paper 1. Your teacher will be happy to mark it for you and give you tips on how you can 

https://aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035


improve. After your paper has been marked, do another one with the improvements and your 

mark will hopefully improve. This will help you with your timing and question technique. If you 

have less time, just do a certain question. 

As well as good question technique and timing you will also need knowledge, so make revision 

notes. Try to make them as concise as possible whilst still having enough information and put 

them on little paper cards to make them more portable. You can test yourself or someone else 

can test you on them to make sure you know your facts. Go over them frequently, not just 

before exams. You can use the textbooks to get the information for your cards. Ed B 

History relies heavily on memorisation, so make sure you remember the facts - remember the 

dates, etc. The essays require good exam technique but once you get over that (since it is just a 

bunch of PEEL paragraph most of the time), the difficult part comes to memorising the facts. 

You need about 2 facts per PEEL paragraph in order to get really good marks. So, to set about 

doing this you must create an efficient way to memorise. It doesn’t matter how boring, just 

little bits each day, and make sure you don’t forget the facts you have already memorised. For 

me, it was flashcards. Specifically, Anki flashcards - you can download the app and make 

flashcards. I basically just made flashcards on the History textbook pages and highlighted the 

key info. They took ages to make, but once it was done, I did 4 flashcards each day. I went from 

getting 6s and 7s to getting an 8 in the March mocks and a 9 in the final exam. Rohan 

History GCSE is formulaic in terms of the structure of your answers and the questions, as it’s 

ultimately a test of knowledge and structure with a slight push of your personal feelings 

regarding the question focus for those who eventually study the subject at A-level. 

Create timelines to plot any information you have to find where the gaps in your knowledge are 

and revise those gaps before repeating the timeline and knowing that section of the content.  

Knowing extra content on the question on top of your revised content definitely provides more 

understanding for the course and proves to the examiner that you’re understanding what the 

question and focus is really on. 

Rayhan A 

  

One of the most difficult aspects of a history paper is the timings - you almost have no time to 

think for some questions. The only way to get around this is to be really strict with yourself 

when practising questions or being in the exam, as you should have learned the amount of time 

to spend on each question - if you run out of time, move on and come back to it at the end if 

you can. I found that I could effectively “borrow” time from some shorter questions, so I had 

longer to plan and write the large essay questions - only do this if you’ve practised it 

beforehand! Making large A3 timelines also really helped my perception of when certain events 

were in relation to others, which is really important if the question asks about a specific time 



frame. Please read the question properly - don’t quote any irrelevant factors or events that 

happen outside the specified dates because you can’t be credited on it! Lottie G 

You can find further information and resources on the OCR GCSE HISTORY A Exam Board. 

 

Mandarin 

I think the best tip I can offer is just continually practise characters that you don’t know in the 

run up to exams, because then you won’t lose marks for accuracy, can gain marks for better 

vocabulary and expand your vocabulary for use in reading, speaking and listening exams as well 

as the writing paper.  

Besides this, I think it’s best to try and find something you’re really confident at writing about, 

as you can then transfer this to various question types (e.g. for me I became confident in 

writing about Canada, as this made it easier to talk about holidays and the environment whilst 

almost copying and pasting the same thing into each question. Will T 

In my personal experience of Mandarin at GCSE, the hardest papers to revise for were the 

listening and speaking exams. This may have been due to the difference in revision I did for 

these papers compared to reading and writing and this is why it’s vital to do extra revision and 

prioritize these papers, especially if you have difficulty understanding the general meaning of 

listening passages often.  

With the listening paper, the best way to practice is to do past papers often and to understand 

sentence structures on an advanced level. Reading and writing practice happens throughout 

nearly all of the lesson whereas listening and speaking practice is often relegated to a short 

amount of the lesson as you are expected to do more practice in these aspects outside of the 

lesson independently. So, if you start early and repeat often, you’ll be ahead.  

Another useful tip to remember is to focus on the actual structures and connectives you need 

know. If you know all the various sentence structures that could come up and what their 

function is, it will help you understand what’s going on during the listening questions even if 

you don’t fully understand the passages. Examples include learning what structures are passive, 

comparative and evaluative. Different key words, phrases and structures will come up in all the 

papers as you are expected to know and understand how they function and integrate in 

common speaking. So, if you are aware of your grammar, you’ll be sure to do well in Mandarin, 

particularly listening, as you'll be able to recognize them immediately and then understand 

context easily. 

When it comes to the speaking exam, it will most likely be the first GCSE exam you will do. I did 

mine in the middle of study leave and I know I found it extremely stressful, but this can all be 

avoided if you revise before and come prepared. Know the entire structure of the speaking 

exam and how it will play out, so you aren't thrown off guard when you sit the exam. Pick the 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/


conversations you feel you have the best grasp of and learn the various themes and vocabulary 

necessary to show off your Mandarin knowledge. The advice of knowing the thousands of 

characters you’re taught over the years and finding ways of remembering them over the long 

term is basic and you should already be doing that.  

If you’re not already trying to remember a few new characters a week already, start now. But 

the main issues with the speaking exam comes from three main things: not asking the examiner 

questions during the conversation, backtracking to correct mistakes constantly and speaking in 

English on accident. Nerves can often be your worst enemy and lead to these common errors so 

you should be fine as long as you keep a level head. Don’t worry and good luck! As long as you 

put the effort in, you’ll do great! John M 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE CHINESE ( SPOKEN 

MANDARIN) Exam Board. 

Maths 

Maths is one of the most versatile skills. There are elements of maths in all other subjects which 

is why I think spending 30 minutes every day just doing some maths will not only boost your 

Maths grade, but possibly other subjects too. With maths, doing exam questions is simply the 

best way to improve, with a great source of practice questions (general and topic specific) being 

The GCSE Maths Tutor on YouTube. Rivan M 

Maths is a skill like any other, that is simply improved with practise. While you may currently 

think that just looking over your exercise book seems to suffice, you won’t do as well in exams 

unless you actively go and practice many questions. The best sources of these questions I find is 

Edexcel past papers and PMT. Once you develop a sort of fluency with maths and can structure 

your working out in a logical way, maths will begin to make a lot more sense. If at this stage you 

often find yourself fully working through a question only to get a completely different answer, 

try and work backwards from the solution as this will sometimes help you understand where 

you went wrong.  

Another thing you may experience is being so close to the answer but realising you made a silly 

mistake or just wrote down the wrong number or read your calculator wrong. This type of 

mistake can be completely eradicated by practising questions. Once you get the hang of writing 

your methods, typing the correct values into your calculator, and answering questions properly 

where you’ve focused on every step, you will find the number of silly mistakes you make rapidly 

reduce. 

The main point to take away from this is just to practise. Set aside even just 30 minutes a day to 

go through a set of 10 or so questions and you will not only feel a lot more confident with your 

maths, but you will find the number of silly mistakes you make reduce 

Adi V 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/chinese-spoken-mandarin-8673
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/chinese-spoken-mandarin-8673


https://www.examq.co.uk/qualification/2 - this website contains almost all of the past paper 

questions from Edexcel Maths, I would go through and select the 3 bars option to do all of the 

difficult questions. If I got stuck it would search an exam walkthrough and watch how to do the 

problem, only moving on when I fully understood the question. 

Jamie D 

It is very easy to waste a lot of time revising skills and topics you are already confident with 

when it comes to maths, so it is key that you are completely honest with yourself about what 

you do and don’t understand, and that you act on those thoughts properly, rather than finding 

comfort in what you find easy. Once you have figured out what you need to work on, make sure 

to do topic specific questions, ideally past paper ones and when you mark your work, use the 

written solutions to properly understand where exactly you went wrong and how you can 

correct it for next time.  

The most difficult part of maths for me was figuring out what method I needed to use for 

questions aimed at grade8/9 students that have multiple steps before the final answer is 

reached, and to overcome this I can only suggest doing lots of past paper questions and 

familiarising yourself with how the exam board structures and answers questions. I also went 

through the paper front to back, and if there were any questions I couldn’t answer I would put 

an asterisk by them and return to them at the end of the exam- it stopped me stressing about 

not being able to answer them immediately and helped me move through the rest of the 

questions. Lottie G 

 

You can find further information and resources on the EDEXCEL GCSE MATHS Exam Board. 

 

Music 

I think that the most important part of music to obtain the highest grade possible is to ensure 

that you finish your course work to the greatest ability and most importantly as early as 

possible. The course work accounts for 120 marks, 30 for each composition and 30 for each 

performance piece. This means theoretically you can get 120/200 marks before even stepping 

into an exam hall, which most likely guarantees a grade 6 or 7. most of you may be thinking 

that 120 is a daunting number that is impossible to achieve, however the best part about music 

course work is that you can have it marked and then improve on it, meaning if anyone tries 

hard enough they can achieve 120 marks.  

In terms of advice for maximizing your marks, for the performance pieces just do them as early 

as possible. Most of you may be thinking that the deadline is super far away and that you have 

loads of time. However, with the stresses of mocks and heavy workload from other subjects, 

the deadline slowly creeps up on you until it is too late, and you only have one take to do your 

https://www.examq.co.uk/qualification/2
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html


performance. So do it now whilst you have the time, this will not only make it less stressful but 

also allows you to do it again later if you do not achieve your desired marks. For the group 

performance piece especially, make sure you are with people you can trust to get things done, 

the most reliable people are usually the music teachers, however I know this does apply for 

every instrument. So overall, just be organized and get things done sooner rather than later 

For the compositions, the most important thing is to actually listen to Mr Buxton. As annoying 

as it sounds, he is always right about what you need to improve on as he is the one that is 

marking it. Also, if you find yourselves falling behind, go in and catch up after school or at 

lunches. Whilst this seems like a chore, it minimizes the stress you could feel later if you are 

halfway through your compositions and have a week left before the deadline.  

In terms of advice for the music theory test, I found the best way to revise was looking through 

mark schemes. I know that for music due to copyright issues, finding past papers is impossible. 

So, one of the best ways to revise is to memories parts of mark schemes. If you look at enough 

of them, you will start to notice patterns and questions that appear frequently with similar 

answers. Whilst this does not mean you necessarily understand the answer, it means you get 

the right answer which is more important if you think about it.  

Overall, if you are taking music right now and it feels too easy, it probably is... so go get your 

performance piece or composition done! 

Amar 

 Flashcards for each set of work 

 Dictation practice (use a website called Toned Ear (https://tonedear.com/ear-

training/intervals ) 

 Blurting in the runup to the exam 

Amelie F 

When it comes to doing well in your music GCSE there are a few things that you can do to help 

yourself. As 60% of the qualification is assessed on your coursework, you need to this your 

priority early on. I recommend organising and completing your two performances as soon as 

possible to get rid of it before it gets in the way of revision further down the line. Focusing on 

getting high marks on your coursework is a great idea as it allows you to walk into the written 

exam with more confidence and be much less nervous on the day. Once you have finished your 

performances you have already completed 30% of your GCSE.  

Compositions are also something you should prioritise. Planning out what you aim to achieve in 

each session that you work on your composition (in lesson or in KS4 music tech) is essential as it 

will keep you focused and will allow you to have more time later in the year to spend polishing 

it up and getting the final few marks. Do not worry if you don’t meet your aims each session, 

you will just need to take it into account when planning future sessions. It is also important to 

https://tonedear.com/ear-training/intervals
https://tonedear.com/ear-training/intervals


switch between your two compositions every couple of weeks, so you are less likely to run out 

of ideas. It also allows you to listen back to your work and make improvements or corrections 

that you wouldn’t have previously heard. I also recommend getting frequent feedback from 

your teacher as they may give you helpful guidance to improve your piece. 

The other 40% of the GCSE is the written assessment, which you must start revising for early. 

Flashcards are a useful tool that can help you memorise keywords and musical terms. I 

recommend converting the knowledge organisers for each topic into either posters or 

flashcards, so you have some quick and easy revision. However, for parts of your revision you 

should be listening. ‘Focus on sound’ is incredibly useful as it has a wide range of questions and 

lessons (if you want to recap). I found it especially useful for the world music topic as it helped 

me remember many of the different instruments and sounds that I would struggle to identify 

otherwise. Another good idea is to analyse the features of music you listen to already with 

MADTSHIRT to make your revision more fun and enjoyable. 

Tom H 

I know this has been repeatedly suggested, but coursework is KEY. Nailing down your 2 

performance pieces and 2 compositions should be your first priority. Not only does successfully 

completing your coursework already almost guarantee a Grade 7/A, it lifts your confidence and 

passion for the subject in ways you cannot appreciate in others. This links into how unique the 

subject is, being something you can put all that creativity you’ve been holding into something 

productive and beneficial and in recognizing this, you will find the coursework something you 

can actually enjoy and easily score high marks on (120 in total). The other 80 marks come from 

written theory and compose of the other topics (AO2-AO5). I would recommend looking at the 

class work files provided by Mr Buxton, such as “Step Up To GCSE Music” which go in depth on 

each area of study covering every aspect of what’s required. However this method of revision is 

limited if your knowledge isn’t put to the test. This can be done in various ways  

Ethan M 

You can find further information and resources on the OCR GCSE MUSIC Exam Board. 

 

PE 

For PE, learning the content is critical. For me, I found making flashcards and testing my 

knowledge every so often was highly useful in solidifying my knowledge of the theory.  

There is a website called PE classrooms which has videos on every topic which I found very 

helpful, as it gives you everything you need in one place in a nice and simple format. You can 

watch videos to consolidate your knowledge as well as test and apply your knowledge on the 

many quizzes available on the site. Luke S 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/


With PE you have to make sure you do lots of different exam questions to make sure you know 

what they are testing on. With the anatomical side of the course, make sure you know all your 

key definitions as well as muscle and bone locations. With the PEP it’s crucial to make sure you 

are concise and clear because you only have 1500 words to get in all the key definitions and 

concepts so it’s important not to overwrite. Ensure that the majority of your words are used in 

Section 3 and 4 as these are the most important and require the most detail.  

In terms of the PEP, make sure you use your time wisely and cross check your PEP alongside the 

criteria and mark scheme, making sure each reference point is included and clearly marked out 

through subtitles etc in your document. 

To succeed in the exams, simply learn the content and do exam question practice in order to 

get accustomed to how the specification can be asked in terms of exam questions. There are 

only so many ways to test your knowledge on the different topics so you will find that many 

exam questions are repeated/slightly altered every year.  

With 9 markers in both Paper 1 and Paper 2 make sure that you write clearly so that AO1, AO2 

and AO3 are displayed in each of your paragraphs. Aim to write around 4 paragraphs, 

remember there are 9 markers in both Paper 1 and 2 so practicing these and getting at least 7 

marks are essential to getting a grade 9. 

I urge you to actually take notice of the marking criteria (AO1, AO2, AO3). Simply defining the 

term/concept will gain you AO1 Marks – something which many people forget to include in 

their essays, costing them valuable marks. 

Krish C and Kian E  

 

You can find further information and resources on the EDEXCEL GCSE PE Exam Board. 
 

Physics 

In Physics, especially for the 2024 GCSE Cohort, learning your equations is key. Whilst you may 

panic or think that having to learn 23 equations is ridiculous, I can assure you that once you 

start practicing exam questions and revising for your mocks/exams, you will find that you can 

actually recall most of the equations. What I found useful was just simply sitting down for 30 

minutes and making flashcards for all of the equations and testing myself until I got them all 

right. Across the year, keep testing yourself when you have a spare 5 minutes and you will 

master all of the equations. This will massively benefit you as you will be able to pick up easy 

marks just by knowing an equation and effectively applying it. Furthermore, knowing your units 

in physics is critical. I found the same flashcard method mentioned above highly effective in 

being able to recall the different units in the pressure of an exam. Here is a Free Physics 

Equations cheat sheet I found useful. Kian E 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-gcse-physics-equations-formulae-11892426
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-gcse-physics-equations-formulae-11892426


At this stage, you will have learnt a lot of the content you will need for GCSE physics, but you 

still may have some of the hardest topics left to learn. For this reason, I think you will find it 

very useful to practise your Year 9 and Year 10 content until it becomes second nature. This will 

help you in the summer, as you can spend more time revising topics like electromagnetism and 

waves which are on the harder side.  

Another key tip is to know your practicals inside-out. Often a lot of marks come from being able 

to describe how to carry out a practical, such as testing the spring constant of a spring, or 

testing the acceleration of an object. Every GCSE Physics paper will have at least one 6-mark 

question relating to any practical you have done over the course of 3 years, so make sure you 

know them in detail. For revising every single topic of GCSE Physics (and other sciences), I 

recommend “freesciencelessons” on YouTube, who was definitely a very useful guide on 

revising for physics. Adi V 

I found the Cognito YouTube channel very useful for Physics revision, as their videos are 

condensed and succinct without skimping on necessary detail or explanation where it counts. 

Additionally, I found Save My Exams (in particular this section) was very useful when it came to 

explanations on possible 6-markers, as it lays out the steps (and likely marking points) in a very 

clear and easy to understand manner, whilst also remaining detailed and useful in gaining full 

marks on the longer questions. Will T  

A high proportion of marks in physics come from practicals but also Maths. Make sure you 

thoroughly know how to apply, rearrange and form equations as this can easily score you marks 

in GCSE Physics. Questions on practicals are always the same but with different wording or 

objects, so make sure you memorise all required practicals, clearly stating control variables and 

drawing diagrams where mentioned. Nearer to exams, go through the specification, noting 

down any definitions you are yet to learn but also very small topics that you may have missed in 

class or gone through briefly - for example excitation. I found that the topic questions on PMT 

were the most useful for applying my knowledge, allowing me to see if my answers relatively 

matched the mark scheme. Sanjay A 

I recommend using Physics and Maths Tutor for question sets by topic, enabling you to focus on 

specific topics you struggle in whilst working on exam technique. By completing exam 

questions, you will realise the importance of using relevant keywords (e.g linking an object 

accelerating due to a resultant force or an object toppling due to a resultant moment). Make 

sure you are specific, instead of electricity, do you mean current, electrical energy/voltage, as 

all have subtly different meanings. 

 

You can find further information and resources on the AQA GCSE PHYSICS Exam Board. 

 

RE 

https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu
https://www.savemyexams.com/igcse/physics_double-science/edexcel/19/revision-notes/6-magnetism--electromagnetism/6-2-electromagnetic-induction/6-2-2-generators--dynamos/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463


Have a clear distinction between all the papers you are sitting - it's easy to get mixed up with 

content and which theologies apply to which topics/papers. 

Many marks come from relevant sources of wisdom (quotes) which will be given to you. It also 

doesn’t hurt to research your own sources of wisdom that relate to a topic, but this isn’t always 

necessary - the more evidence you have for whatever you’re writing about, the better. 

Key terminology is important, and some specific phrases simply cannot be replaced with others. 

It's also always helpful to go out of your way to learn how to spell these correctly. This includes 

definitions. I found flashcards very useful for all RE revision but especially for definitions as it 

helps you quickly recall as you go on. 

BBC Bitesize is great and has quick recall activities which don’t take long. Sophie S 

I found that creating mind maps for the different topics and theologies helped me not only 

visually see all the information I needed to know, but it also helped me form links between 

different beliefs and topics. This is useful for the extended questions when you need to make 

multiple points about one statement.  

Don't forget to complete some practise questions and it is important to mark them in a 

different colour. This will help you see what you need to revise and help you understand what 

sort of answers the examiners are going to be looking for. Amy O 

Timing is key so use the mocks as building blocks on your struggles with timings and question 

numbers 

Learning specific quotes/ parables/ surahs/ non-religious arguments that span over multiple 

topics are vital rather than something you only use for one topic as it reduces the content. 

They can only word a question so many times so make sure you have tried to answer a 12 

marker on every topic as it provides you the ability to use that answers whether it be a 12 

marker or not.  

Using obvious answers and overall common sense when it comes to larger themed questions 

such as ‘religious texts provide the foundation for morals in society’ and the answer being 

‘atheists still have morals despite not believing in religious texts’ as we may overlook the 

obvious answer for ones that are in the text book. Rayhan A 

 

You can find further information and resources on the EDUQAS GCSE RS Exam Board - ROUTE A 

 

 

Spanish 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments


Spanish and any foreign language in general is all about vocab. There are no shortcuts to 

achieving a high grade without putting in the hours learning your vocab.  

The best resources to get all the vocab are from your Prueba booklets but most importantly 

your textbook. At the end of each module there is a summary of all the necessary and grade 9 

vocab. Learning so much content may seem daunting at first, but if you start now and learn a 

module every 1 or 2 weeks you will be done in no time. A key factor to retain the words you are 

learning is to do a little but regularly (15 minutes of full focus a day). Rrying to learn all vocab in 

one sitting simply won't work.  

Learning vocab doesn’t need to be boring, I found what worked best for me was instead of 

learning vocab as a chore/task me and my friend would almost see it like a game – we would 

test vocab from a selected module trying to “one-up” each other by learning fancier phrases. 

Not only will this help you learn vocab quicker but it also keeps your pronunciation sharp.     

Sanjay A 

As mentioned above, your range of vocabulary is what sets you apart in Spanish. Being 

comfortably able to express the same feeling using a variety of words shows the examiner true 

understanding of the language. Similarly to English Literature, practising your writing papers 

will definitely help you, as pretty much any major topic can come up and you need to be 

prepared for any of them. 

Another key skill to develop is using multiple tenses. One of the major setbacks for people is 

leaving the learning of tenses too late. It’s important to be able to easily use different types of 

past, present and future tense to guarantee top marks. Adi V 

My advice to someone studying GCSE Spanish would be to expose yourself to as much of the 

language as possible. Whether that be listening to Spanish music, watching movies in Spanish 

or even reading books in Spanish. It helped me massively to do one of these things a couple of 

times a week, especially in the run up to the exams as by the time you get to the exams, 

(especially with listening) it will be a lot easier due to the exposure. As for revision, I 

recommend the website Languages Online as it contains many interactive activities that will not 

only help you keep in top of revision but also allow you to learn grade 9 terms that will set you 

apart from the other candidates. Cody M 

 

 

You can find further information and resources on the EDEXCEL GCSE SPANISH Exam Board. 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.html


Resources 

General English Literature and Language 

 Physics and Maths Tutor  

 BBC Bitesize  

 The specification for your subjects 

are on the exam boards’ websites 

– AQA, Edexcel OCR, Eduqas 

(check with teacher if unsure)  

 Quizlet 

 Pomofocus 

 Todoist (app)  

 Anki (app)  

 CGP Revision Guides  

 Mr Salles English 

 First Rate Tutors 

 Mr Bruff - https://mrbruff.com/  

 Mr Everything English - 

 Physics and Maths Tutor 

 Stacey Reay   

 Specific video for the Porter in Macbeth 

 

Maths Sciences 

 Physics and Maths Tutor 

 The GCSE Maths Tutor -  

 ExamQ -  

 Maths Genie -  

 Spicy Questions  

 Corbett Maths  - 

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-

day/gcse/  

 Textbook 

 Bareau Maths (for Additional 

Maths) 

 Physics and Maths Tutor  

 Cognito - https://cognitoedu.org/home#0        

 FreeScienceLessons - 

https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/  

 SaveMyExams - 

https://www.savemyexams.com/  

History Geography 

 Textbook 

 Own research 

 Physics and Maths Tutor 

 The AQA Textbook 

 Quizlet 

 OMG Revision 

 Save My Exams 

Languages RS 

 Dedicated textbooks 

 Quizlet 

 Memrise 

 Prueba booklets (for Spanish) 

 Any foreign language films, shows, 

podcasts or songs 

 

 BBC Bitesize 

 Own research (e.g Learning specific quotes/ 

parables/ surahs/ non-religious arguments) 

 The textbook. 
 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://ocr.org.uk/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/
https://quizlet.com/
https://pomofocus.io/
https://www.youtube.com/@MrSallesTeachesEnglish
https://www.firstratetutors.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@mrbruff
https://mrbruff.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/MrEverythingEnglish
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-aqa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJhuqpyhE8NzYZFkwTzi_7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WY7qhYF-8oc
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/maths-revision/gcse-questions-edexcel/
https://thegcsemathstutor.co.uk/
https://www.examq.co.uk/qualification/2
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/spicy-questions
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://www.youtube.com/@bareaumaths/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@bareaumaths/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu
https://cognitoedu.org/home#0
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/gcse-aqa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTzK5ccEu22hEjEKnSzA9Gw
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/geography/
https://app.memrise.com/course/5978423/french-gcse-aqa-9-1-general-vocabulary/


Economics Computer Science 
 The Paper booklets you are given 

 EconplusDal - A level videos 

however very useful for GCSES 

 Tutor2u 

 The CGP guide you are given 

 6 A DAY 

 CRAIG n DAVE 

 Codecademy 

 Quizlet 

 Python Sponge 

 Python CS 

 Isaac Computer Science 

 

 

 

 

PE Music 

 https://thepeclassroom.com/ 

 
 Toned Ear - https://tonedear.com/ear-

training/intervals 
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