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CENTRESTAGE 

School of Speech and Drama 
29.06.22 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

I am writing to make you aware of an opportunity being offered to Yr 12 pupils at Bishop Vesey’s 

Grammar School in September 2022. CENTRESTAGE School of Speech and Drama will be offering 

Speech lessons at Bishop Vesey’s during enrichment time.  

 

It is not easy to speak in public. It is a task that many adults dread, and for which they often feel 

under-prepared and untrained. In today’s world, the ability to speak clearly, confidently and with 

appropriate expression is expected and valued more than ever, however as a subject, ‘Speech’ is 

rarely taught. Excellent speaking skills are needed throughout life, and your child will need them for 

a wide variety of situations, from interviews for jobs or higher education, to social and professional 

engagements. It takes time to develop such skills, but expression, clarity and presentation are all 

techniques which can be taught. The earlier we learn such skills, the easier they are to assimilate into 

everyday life. 

 

During lessons, students will work towards a Grade 6 Speech and Communication examination run by 

the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA), to take place in the summer term. These 

examinations are fully accredited and recognised, and from Grade 6 upwards they carry UCAS 

(university entrance) points. These qualifications enhance university applications and are often a 

talking point at interview. Our Grade 6 Sixth form pupils at BVGS achieved outstanding results in 

summer 2021, a fantastic achievement after such a difficult year. Please note that there is no 

requirement to take an exam – this is the choice of each individual pupil and parent. Speech training is 

of great value whether or not a qualification is undertaken. 

 

Lessons will be taught during Monday afternoon enrichment/PE hour therefore in order to be eligible, 

sixth-formers must be free of lessons or other commitments during this time. The group size will be 

kept to a maximum of 12, and lessons will last for one hour. We are hopeful that online lessons will not 

be necessary from September however should this not be the case, these will be provided and we 

have found them to be equally effective. Online meetings, presentations, interviews, and assessments 

will become an ever-increasing part of everyone’s future, and online lessons offer some confidence 

building and training in this area.  

 

CENTRESTAGE is an independent drama school which opened in January 2002, and offers quality 

teaching in all aspects of Speech, Drama and Acting. We are very proud of our examination 

achievements, in which our students consistently perform at the highest level. CENTRESTAGE  

began as a Saturday school, but now offers Speech lessons at 2 local primary schools, at Bishop 

Walsh School and at BVGS. At Bishop Vesey’s we teach Speech to over 120 pupils, have directed four 

Senior and two Junior plays and run after-school drama sessions which are very popular.  
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As Principals of CENTRESTAGE, we are proud to offer quality teaching of these important and 

worthwhile skills. Elizabeth Brown is a qualified secondary school English teacher, and has worked for 

CENTRESTAGE at BVGS as a lead Speech and Drama for 5 years. Ella McGrail has taught for 

CENTRESTAGE for 10 years as a lead Speech and Drama teacher. She has a Masters Degree in 

Shakespeare from the Shakespeare Institute in Stratford-upon-Avon, as run by University of 

Birmingham, and is currently studying for her doctorate degree. Whilst there are many ‘stage’ 

schools in Sutton Coldfield, we believe that CENTRESTAGE is the only one that offers training in 

Speech and Public Speaking for individuals and groups up to Grade 8 and Diploma level, in addition to a 

host of exciting performance opportunities. 

 

How to apply 

I am having to ask that as far as possible, payments are made online. 

1. Please copy and paste the link below, and fill out and submit the google form. 

2. Lessons will cost £120.00 for a term of ten lessons. Examinations with LAMDA will incur extra 

cost. Please pay account number: 06300477, sort code: 08-71-99, labelling your payment 

clearly with your child’s initial, surname and ‘12 BVGS’. If electronic payment is not possible 

for you, please email me for alternative arrangements. 

3. Please send all emails and fees by Monday 11th July.  

 

Unfortunately we cannot allocate your child a place until fees are received. There are a limited 

number of places available; if we are over-subscribed the school will operate a strict first-

come first-served policy.  

 

Should you have further queries, please email me at admin@centrestageschool.org.uk 

 

I look forward to meeting your child soon. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ella McGrail and Beth Brown  

Co-Principals of CENTRESTAGE School of Speech and Drama  

 

Google form: https://forms.gle/1BzxRD66VPxxx3SB8  
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