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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

Our shared values 

Please take the time to read this week’s newsletter, which is focussing exclusively on our shared values.  

At the start of this term, our Vesey values were clearly communicated to all students to both inspire them, 

and to provide clear expectations regarding their behaviour. We refer back to our values on a regular basis. 

For example, Mr Goodwin, Deputy Headteacher, will be speaking to students in assemblies next week on 

this theme.    

  

Our vision and values 

As a School, we are committed to ensuring every student in our care can flourish in, “A warm outward –

looking and supportive community, celebrating and promoting diversity and equality, actively anti-

discrimination”.  These values are designed to encourage positive behaviour but are also aimed to 

discourage any interactions that are considered harmful to the working and social environment of our 

school.    

  

Over the course of the last few weeks, a very small minority of our students have failed to adhere to our 

values. In those cases, we tackle this matter under our school Behaviour Policy:  https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/11/Behaviour-Policy-September-2021.pdf and our Exclusions Policy: 

https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Exclusions-PolicySeptember-2021.pdf.  

  

We think how young people (and adults!) behave online is a really significant matter. As a result, we 

wanted to take this opportunity to outline to you some of the behaviours we are particularly concerned 

about and request your support in reinforcing a number of key messages for the benefit of us all.  

 

Use of social media and messaging platforms and their impact on schools  

Whilst we acknowledge many students use social media and messaging platforms for constructive 

purposes, we, in line with schools across the country, find ourselves in a number of challenging and 

avoidable situations due to students’ inappropriate use of social media.  

  

Is your child’s activity on social media healthy? 

Please be aware of the mood of your son or daughter. It is possible that this could be being impacted by 

their social media activity. It is worth taking time to dialogue with your child about their participation in 

various platforms and chat groups and remind them of the importance of the language they use and the 
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way they interact with others. If you have concerns as a parent relating to their social media activity, it is 

acceptable to check their online activity. 

 

 The vast majority of inappropriate usage of these platforms takes place on evenings, weekends or in the 

holidays.  However, the often-unintended consequences of these negative interactions have consequences 

within school or in the social circles of students that attend the school.   

 

Examples of unhealthy behaviours online:  

  

 The use of WhatsApp groups to post pictures of other students without the permission of the student 

is unacceptable.  

• The use of WhatsApp groups to mock the appearance of students who are participants or non-

participants in a particular chat group is unacceptable and could be illegal. Any harmful content 

online should be reported:  https://reportharmfulcontent.com/   

• The use of language and terminology, which is perceived by the victim, or any other person, to be 

prejudiced towards an individual due to one or more of the protected characteristics of: age, 

disability, faith, gender identity/reassignment, marriage and civil partnership status, pregnancy and 

maternity status, race, sex or sexual orientation. This is unlawful  under the Equality Act and should 

be reported as a hate crime:  https://www.gov.uk/report-hate-crime.   

• Allied to this, it goes without saying, that we as a School have no tolerance of any  type or types of 

behaviour, which target a specific student or particular group of students.  Bullying offline or online 

is any act or incident that repeatedly causes distress to an individual or group, be it verbal, 

psychological or physical. Bullying can include name- calling, taunting, mocking, making offensive 

comments, excluding people from activities/groups, physical assault, taking and/or damaging other 

people’s property, spreading hurtful rumours and cyberbullying. We encourage students to report 

bullying either anonymously via the Toot Toot app or ideally by talking to a member of the pastoral 

team.  

 

Appropriate channels for parents contacting school  

Please do not contact teachers via the Teams app. This app is designed for student-teacher 

communication only.  

 

If you have concerns or queries regarding pastoral matters, please contact the relevant head of year: 

  

Mr J Page (Y7): j.page@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr D White (Y8): d.white@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr J Grant (Y9): j.grant@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   
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Mr K Doughty (Y7-9): k.doughty@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr T Williams (Y10): t.williams@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr V Byrne (Y11): v.byrne@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk or Mrs M Bousfield: 

m.bousfield@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr A Freer (Y12): a.freer@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Mr A Davis (Y13): a.davis@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk   

Ms V Miller (KS5 lead): v.miller@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

Mr D Goodwin (KS4 lead and Deputy Headteacher): d.goodwin@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

Miss R Hearn (KS3 lead and Deputy Headteacher): r.hearn@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

  

For urgent cases, please contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead, Ms Steadman, 

k.steadman@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.   

 

Please be patient and understanding - staff will try and respond promptly to parent queries and concerns 

within a reasonable time frame.  

   

With gratitude for your continued support for the values of our school,  

 

Mr D Robson 

Headteacher 

Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School 
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