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WELCOME  
Welcome to the Spring newsletter. Lockdown 2021 has been tough. However, I am so proud that our 

school is determined to celebrate the inspiration and excellence of our students, staff, parents, governors 

and Old Veseyans. It is not just vaccination roll-out that gives me hope for the future – BVGS is brimming 

with hope. 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher 

KEEPING APART BUT STAYING 

TOGETHER 
Welcoming new Staff Members ~ 

‘Keeping Spirits High- House Spirit at 

BVGS 

 

OUR CURRICULUM CONTINUES  
A Summary from Mr. Robson ~ Our 

Outstanding Music Department ~ 

Keeping Active in Lockdown ~ Food 

Tech Successes 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXCELLENCE 
George Brown, Skiing Star ~ Drama 

during Lockdown~ Careers Go 

Virtual~Debating  

 

OUR ALUMNI COMMUNITY 
Our alumni give back ~  

Paul Rimmer, CBE ~ Remembering Jack 

~ A Tribute to Phil Walmsley 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

OUR CURRICULUM CONTINUES 

A winter lockdown has been an unusual way to start 2021. But we have been determined 

to continue our curriculum mission to develop “scholars with a deep understanding and 

lifelong enthusiasm for the subjects they are studying.” Polls, Blooket and Microsoft Forms 

quizzes have all become new ways of checking learning. 

 

Certainly, we are pleased that students have, despite technical challenges at times, shown 

fantastic engagement: 99% attendance at online school and merit totals for the whole 

school soaring to 20,000. Every year group has ended the term with reward Raffles.  

 

As the half term has progressed, adaptions have been made: timetables have been 

tweaked; breakout rooms introduced and more collaborative tools such as Class Notebook 

and One Note have been trialled. 

 

Of course, we can’t fully replicate our ‘normal ‘ curriculum.. Students are missing some of 

the more practical and social elements of a Vesey education. However, I have been very 

encouraged by the continuity of School life. Extensive careers provision, assemblies, 

drama, debating, cooking and music (from Choir to Orchestra) the House system and 

Charity fundraising are all flourishing online.  

 

A big thank you to our parents and to our staff and governors, who have all supported 

high expectations with good cheer and warmth. 

 

Snowdrops were described by Wordsworth as “venturous harbingers of spring.” Whether 

it be the inspiration of spring flowers or vaccination rollout, I hope, that after a restful half 

term, we can return with a restored sense of optimism and energy. 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher  

Lessons in Lockdown 



 
 
 
 

 

Our Outstanding Music Department 

Once again, the Music Department at BVGS rise to the challenge of keeping the music going while 

school is closed. In addition to their live music lesson provision, the department are also managing 

to put on a number of extra-curricular music opportunites which allow students to carry on 

improving their technique and performance skills.  

 

Rehearsals on a Friday after school are open to all students and alternate weekly between the 

‘Funky Bishops’ and the Orchestra, a hugely popular group with 44 students in attendance last 

week. Meanwhile, Thursday afterschool sees the Choir rehearse, with a plethora of genres covered 

and led by Mr. Lenthall. New members are always welcome.  

 

Not only do these groups provide a creative outlet for our musicians, but they also give a sense of 

purpose as each ensemble and performance group are eagerly rehearsing in antipcation of the 

Spring Concert, whether that be held virtually or back in Big School.  

 

While our music groups and ensembles are going from strength to strength, a special mention 

should here be given to Nyah Miller for passing her Dip Performance ABRSM Diploma, a 

qualification only avaialble to those who have passed the prestigious Grade 8 level.  

 

Both group and individual success would not be possible without our wonderful Services for 

Education teachers who have continued excellent whole class lessons online for Year 7 and remote 

instrumental and vocal lessons. These have been fantastic and have been key in enabling our 

students to carry on learing and progressing. 

 

It seems the efforts of the music department are not going unoticed and we have received 

recognition for the efforts of BVGS Music on a national scale. We were invited by Vyners School in 

London to take part in this excellent multi school project, which gave our students the chance to 

perform alongside top UK professionals. You can see them in action on the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCfhltdVDqs&feature=youtu.be 

 

We are thrilled to share the excellent news that the department has been shortlisted, and are therfore 

finalists, for the Outstanding Music Department Award at this year’s Music & Drama Education 

Awards. Read more about this here. 

 

Clearly the future for BVGS Music is exciting. ‘Stay tuned’  

for further updates regarding the Music & Drama  

Education Awards, and also our Senior Soloist Concert 

which will happen next term. Date to be confirmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCfhltdVDqs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.musicdramaedawards.com/


 
 
 

 

Rao Yao Zhang 8W 

William Etheridge  8E 

Keeping Active in Lockdown 

During this challenging time for our 

students it has been our aim in the Games 

Department to motivate the pupils to be 

more active when we are all spending far 

longer than normal sat down behind a 

screen.  

 

The relatively harsh, cold weather has also 

restricted further what everyone can do but 

it has been fantastic to see how well the 

students have done in these unprecedented 

circumstances. The focus has been to be 

active more frequently and where possible 

to get out in the fresh air. Pupils have been 

asked to set realistic goals that will help to 

focus and motivate each them. We have 

been bombarded with e-mails and images 

of the boys doing an array of activities such 

as basketball, yoga, gymnastics, outdoor 

athletic events,  HIIT training, rugby, 

football and hockey skills to name a few.  

 

Harry Lyndon 8P 

It appears that some are using the opportunity to eat more healthily and enjoy exercising.  If parents 

are struggling to motivate children please contact Mr Howell, who is more than happy to make a 

Teams call. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Food Technology Successes 

It is well known that for many people, lockdown brings out the best of our culinary 

skills: who can forget the infamous lockdown banana bread? In their lessons with Mr. 

Howell, our Year 8s have been able to make the most of the chance to spend more time 

in their kitchens and build on recipe repertories. From flapjacks to curries, they have 

been working hard in their cook-along live lessons to help produce some wonderful 

dishes, which we share with you here.  

Oliver Mills’s Flapjack 

Pranay Khare’s Chicken Curry 

David Kmiec’s Macaroni Cheese 

Jack Hall’s Shepherds’ Pie 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING APART BUT STAYING TOGETHER 

Welcoming New Staff Members 

Mrs. Miller, Assistant Headteacher 

Mr. Freer, Economics Teacher 
After I studied Economics at university and went straight into the 

West Midlands Police Force.  I quickly decided that this was not the 

career for me and went back to University to complete my PGCE in 

Economics and Business.  

 

 That was just under 20 years ago.  I started my teaching career at 

Aldridge School and went on to be Head of Economics and EPQ at 

King Edward VI Handsworth School for Girls.  

 

I am excited to join Bishop Vesey’s and although it has been a strange 

start to the term for me I have been impressed by what I have seen 

so far.   

 

Outside of school, I enjoy Calisthenics, Powerlifting and more 

recently Kettlebell Sport. I love reading about old time strongmen 

and generally anything to do with exercise.  

 

I qualified as a teacher over 20 years ago having 

graduated with a degree in Biochemistry and Applied 

Molecular Biology from the University of Manchester. For 

the past 14 years, I have led the science faculty at Kings 

Norton Girls’ School in Bournville, alongside teaching 

chemistry. I am a true enthusiast of science, technology 

and mathematics, and still enjoy nothing more than 

learning about a new scientific discovery or how science 

can be applied to solve real world problems. I was 

delighted to be appointed as the STEM Lead for Bishop 

Vesey so that I can work with colleagues to offer new 

opportunities for our students to engage with the many  

 scientific activities that are available in Birmingham and beyond. I am also excited to be supporting 

student leadership and have already been impressed by the level of discussion and suggestions 

within the School Council. Starting a new role and a new school in a pandemic has of course had its 

challenges, but despite these I have received an extremely warm welcome from students and staff 

alike. I look forward to meeting more of the school community over the following weeks and 

learning how we can further develop our STEM activities and opportunities. 



 
 
 
 

 

Mrs. Cragg, Examinations Officer 

‘Keeping Spirits High’ Maintaining House 

Spirit in a Global Pandemic 

First and foremost, I have been amazed by the amount of support the 

house system has received during the pandemic, from students and 

staff to the officer team, everybody has been involved and I think this 

has been the biggest triumph of the house system to date.  

 

As a team, we have run a House Spelling Bee across the year groups, 

which saw White House winning in years 7,8,10 and 13; Blue House 

winning in year 11; Gold House winning in year 9 and Purple House 

winning in year 12. This placed Blue House in the lead with the most 

house points from events, but the overall winner thus far is Red 

House, who have put in an exceptional effort regarding merits which 

has left them at the top of the table - for now.  

 
 

Originally from Winchester, I moved to Sutton Coldfield in 2011 in 

support of my husband retraining to become a teacher. I am a mum to 

two little people who keep me very busy and also a naughty dog called 

Max! I am a very keen netballer having played for many, many years 

primarily in a GS position and look forward to getting back on the court 

again soon.  

 

A Personal Assistant by background, I was lucky enough to secure a 

position of Personal Assistant to the Head of School (Government and 

Society) at the University of Birmingham soon after relocating. I spent 8 

years at UoB and held both Personal Assistant and Operations Manager 

roles during my time there within two separate schools, which I 

thoroughly enjoyed and learned a lot. I left UoB in 2019 to join 

Birmingham City Council as a Personal Assistant – my move came just 

prior to the Covid-19 outbreak which meant my time there was 

extremely busy but again enjoyable, especially working as part of the 

Health and Welfare Emergency Response Cell for the City.   

 

 I am really enjoying the new challenge in regards to the role of exams officer, even in these unusual 

times we find ourselves in! I look forward to learning more about the school, and how my role fits 

within it, in the months to come! 
 



 

 

The plans do not stop here however, and on (hopefully) the final week of online learning we plan to 

try a new, interactive House Languages, which will incorporate the different languages taught here 

at Vesey throughout the school in a competitive challenge for those ever-important house points.  

 

The officer team and I are working on more fun and inclusive house events for the return to school 

in hope of increasing the frequency and competitive nature of our annual House Tournament, despite 

several events which simply cannot occur due to government guidelines and COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

In spite of the challenges faced by many this year, the houses have been raising money for their 

elected charities, with Gold House organising various events in aid of Sepsis Trust. Since the 

beginning of the New Year, we have seen school captain Beth Winterbottom host a quiz to raise 

money for this charity where an amazing £500.00 was raised. In addition to this, the charity team and 

members of the BVGS community have been participating in the Sepsis Trust Winter Challenge, 

doing 600 of any activity in order to raise money for this charity, from cycling 600km to making 600 

people smile. There has been a total of £990.00 raised so far for this singular house charity, which is 

an outstanding effort by all of those involved. 

 

For me, this new aspect of the house system is the most rewarding, not only for myself as a House 

Coordinator, but for every single member of the Vesey community who has donated time, effort or 

money to help those less fortunate during the global pandemic. As students are aware, House Charity 

is a growing aspect of the House Competition and extra points will be given to houses who make 

exceptional efforts, so I urge all students, parents and guardians to get involved and not only help 

yours or your child’s house but help the wider community.  

 

 

 

Following the success of the 

House Spelling Bee, we are 

hosting House Geography 

over Microsoft Teams this 

week and the response so far 

has been outstanding; it’s so 

refreshing to see the 

students and teachers alike 

with a rekindled house spirit 

during these unprecedented 

times. 
 



 

 

We have many exciting and innovative house events which we are keen to share with our 

students, including many academic events to help build up house points. We are planning 

to make events available both in the flesh and over Teams, so that if there are any more 

unforeseen extensions on isolation periods, the house tournament is not put-on pause. 

 

I am extremely proud of how all of the students have adapted to these new means of teaching 

and it is delightful to see such enthusiasm for House Events thus far, even if they are first 

thing in the morning! 

 

With the year drawing to a close, an increased emphasis will be placed upon the House 

System as a way to take part in something extra-curricular and get each house as many points 

as possible. Of course, this is not the work of just me, I would like to thank all of the members 

of staff who have given up time and aided the process of setting up these events, so on behalf 

of all of the officer team and student body we thank you.  

 

We have only a few short months left at school this academic year, and for some of us these 

are our final months here, it may not have been the end we were expecting, but let’s make it 

the ending we are glad to have been a part of, with a reignited house spirit fuelling each and 

every student in house events to come. 

Charlie Richards, House Coordinator 

House totals so far- it could all change!  
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXCELLENCE 

George  Brown, Skiing Star 

George finished the outdoor season in the UK ranked 12th out of all the U14 male skiers in his first 

proper season of racing.  Many of his competitors had 4 more years racing experience than George. 

His final race before the early end of the season due to COVID19, was the Anglo Scottish 

Championships in Pila, Italy, where he finished 8th in the Slalom, 3rd in his year of birth. No mean 

feat for a lad from Brum that was training on a 100m dryslope in Small Heath. 

At the start of the first national lockdown, George had to improvise. Garden cirucuits and balance 

boards in the lounge, were all used to keep him fit and build strength and flexibility.  103 days went 

by with no skiing and then the day came where he was allowed to ski again.   

It became evident from June 2020 that all the work he had put in at home had paid off. Through the 

summer and into the Autumn of 2020 George travelled up and down the country to train with 

Academies and teams in the UK.  All of the coaches involved were really impressed with the progress 

that he had made and it was showing in his times.  He was now beating nearly all of the skiers that 

were ranked above him and his appetite for competition had not dwindled one bit.   

The pandemic was obviously presenting many problems for sport all over the UK and skiing was no 

exception.  There were to be no seeded races indoor or outdoor for the 2020 season, which was a huge 

disappointment for George as he would not be able to see officially where he now stood in the UK U14 

rankings. 

George has been skiing with his family on 

holidays since the age of 5 and loved going 

away to the mountains.  On one such holiday at 

an activity camp, Geogre was spotted by the 

Head Coach at Midland Ski Club (MSC) and 

asked to join the club as he showed great 

promise.   

In January 2018, the whole family joined MSC to 

enable George to build on his talent. Now, after 

3 years, 22 sets of skis and thousands of miles 

driven around the country for competitions,  

George is now currently one of the top U14 ski 

racers in the country. 

 



 

 

There were 2 unseeded open races that took place in the UK in 2020, at Stoke and Welwyn Garden 

City.  George won both of these in the U14 category and was 4th overall at Stoke and 9th overall at 

Welwyn.  A great achievement racing against some of the best U16, U18, U21, senior and masters 

skiers in the country! 

It is unlikely that George will to get to the mountains to train this season.  He has been approached 

by one of the top UK teams that are based out in Austria to see if he would be interested in spending 

the rest of the 2021 season with them training to improve more and prepare himself for the 2021/22 

season as a first year U16 skier.  This is a real feather in his cap as it shows that he has been recognised 

as one of the most promising skiers in the UK setup. Hopefully, he will be aiming for a GB team 

selection in the near future. 

 
George has taken all of this in his 

stride and has used competing as his 

main motivator.  He doesn't want to 

see himself fail when he knows that 

if he had trained harder it could 

have made the difference.  There is 

no substitute for ski time on snow, 

but he is certainly making up for it 

with all his land based training with 

his gymnastics, cardio and 

strength training with his Personal 

trainer. 

 

The last week has seen a huge deal of 

excitement around his skiing with 

articles in The Birmingham mail, 

radio piece on BBC WM, a fleeting bit 

on BBC Breakfast with Dan Walker 

and in several National newspapers, 

as well as recording pieces for 

Channel 4 and 5 news. George has 

taken this all in his stride and looks 

forward to the day he can compete 

again on snow, as do we!  

 

Good luck George, the future looks 

bright.  
 



 

 

Careers Provision Continues 

There have been many careers related activities taking place for BVGS students, albeit these 

have all been virtual. Students should be congratulated for embracing the virtual opportunities 

available to them. 

 

UCAS & Apprenticeship Applications 

Students in Year 13 have been busy completing their UCAS and/or apprenticeship applications. 

The UCAS application process ended on 29th January, although university interviews are 

ongoing. 

 

The application process for many apprenticeship schemes is continuing, and students have 

already applied for apprenticeships in a variety of disciplines including engineering, law 

accountancy, the civil service and technology.  

 

We are extremely grateful for the support received from Old Veseyans, who have assisted many 

students preparing for interviews and assessment centres. 

 

University Webinars 

Weekly webinars have been provided exclusively for BVGS Year 12 students, presented by a 

variety of Russell Group Universities, including Birmingham, Lancaster, Newcastle and 

Warwick. These events have covered many areas concerning tertiary education, from making 

a competitive application to university to the availability of excellent outreach programmes. 

 

Students in Year 12 wishing to apply for Oxford or Cambridge are able to join the Oxbridge 

Team where details of many opportunities, support and resources are provided. Oxford 

University provided a brilliant presentation for Year 12 students on 27th January on the 

Oxbridge application process, and Keble College Oxford have further offered students in Years 

10 and 11 the opportunity to take part in a series of webinars providing an introduction to 

Oxford and Cambridge and student life in general. 

 

Professional Webinars 

During this half term we have arranged a number of webinars exclusive to BVGS students from 

organisations / businesses in a wide variety of sectors. We also publicise external subject-

specific webinars suited to students’ interests through Teams. 

 

The Army provided an excellent interactive webinar for students in Years 10 – 13, looking at 

careers opportunities, apprenticeships and bursaries within the armed forces.  

 

We have further arranged for Year 12 and 13 students to take part in presentations with 

speakers from a variety of professions such as Accountancy, Banking, Law, Construction / 

Surveying, Medicine and IT. These excellent speakers have offered an insight into their work 

along with advice about the various pathways into their profession and the application process 

generally. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Drop-Down Day 

Year 12 students participated in a Drop Down Day on 11th February. This event included a 

number of activities and presentations, covering areas such as the university admissions 

process, student wellbeing, super-curricular activities, revision and apprenticeships.  

 

Careers Fair 

As we have been unable to host an actual Careers Fair this year, Mr Davies has instead created 

a series of pre-recorded careers seminars covering a wide range of industries. We have been 

very fortunate to have some fantastically well qualified speakers support this initiative. This is 

an excellent careers resource which provides students with an insight into a variety of careers. 

 

The completed videos are now accessible to all students via the BVGS Careers Channel on 

Microsoft Stream. 

 

MedSoc 

Sixth Form students looking to pursue a career in medicine, dentistry or veterinary science are 

able to join our MedSoc. Mr Goodwin has arranged a series of excellent interactive talks with 

professionals offering a thorough insight into both their work and journey into the profession.  

 

Work Experience, Masterclasses & Summer Schools 

Many students from Years 10 to 12 have signed up for virtual work experience placements and 

activities relating to healthcare for example Medic Mentors, Dream Dentistry and Medical 

Futures. These activities provide a valuable insight into professions, and serve to assist students 

in preparing to apply. 

 

Virtual work experience, master classes and summer schools are available in a variety of 

disciplines. These are publicised to the relevant school years via Teams, Email, Twitter and the 

Blog. Any queries please contact Mrs Ashby. 

 

Careers Appointments 

Year 11 students are taking part in careers appointments with Mrs Ridout, our independent 

careers advisor, via Teams. We are delighted with how diligent students have been in 

completing their Careers Questionnaire and attending appointments in a professional and 

timely manner.  

 

Unifrog 

All students have an account on Unifrog, which is a careers platform that provides students 

with a wealth of information in relation to careers and higher education.  

 

Students in each year have been set tasks (via Form tutors) to complete during the course of the 

academic year. If students have any queries in relation to Unifrog or these tasks please contact 

Mrs Ashby. 

 



 

 

Drama During Lockdown 

Speech: 

 We have been so proud of what the boys have achieved. Our Year 7 Speech students would have 

normally performed in a Christmas recital, but unfortunately, we were unable to do that this year. 

However we worked on our clarity, expression, confidence and general performance skills, and 

the standard of work produced by pupils has been very impressive. Last term we were able to 

explore a wide variety of texts and poems with Year 7 and 8 pupils, sharing with them some 

excellent writing, from poetry by Roald Dahl to Nelson Mandela's speeches. This term all our 

students have been working towards their LAMDA examinations, which will take place in the 

summer term. We are very proud to be offering a choice of Speaking Verse and Prose and Public 

Speaking exams at BVGS. The boys have worked really hard in what has been a difficult few 

months and we have been so impressed with their dedication and focus despite having to move 

online. 

  

Drama: 

 Our creative Drama classes have been so much fun. Last term Year 7 and 8 really enjoyed 

exploring the creepy Darkwood Village and investigating the mysterious Mrs Grimstone. They 

created some fantastic pieces of Drama whilst developing team work, creativity, empathy and 

performance skills. This term they have been working on ‘The Boy in the Dress’, specifically 

building their characterisation skills. 

Last term Year 9 and 10 explored some challenging monologues and created brilliant work around 

the theme of Disaster Movies, culminating in making their own short movie. It is a joy to see how 

much their skills have developed over the years. This term they have just finished looking at the 

short Gothic story ‘A Monkey’s Paw’, having created some wonderfully sinister scenes.  

We have been so impressed at the enthusiasm and creativity all the boys have brought to online 

drama. 

  

School Show - online! 

 Centrestage@BVGS is about to launch the 2021 summer performance! This performance will look 

very different to previous years, but the show must go on. Currently our lessons are taking place 

online via Zoom, and we have been amazed by the standard of work that has been created, even 

in this very unusual format. We are so excited to be able to keep encouraging a love of the arts and 

the importance of creativity during the current restrictions . 

  

This year Centrestage@BVGS will be putting on a showcase, made up of scenes from different 

fantastic plays, including extracts from "The Boy in the Dress" by David Walliams and "An 

Inspector Calls" by J B Priestley.  

  

It would be great to have as many students involved as possible. Please note that taking part in the 

school show is a paid activity. Get in touch if you would like to take part. You can contact us via 

email (admin@centrestageschool.org.uk) or  contact R. O'Dowd via Teams. Rehearsals will start 

after February half term.  

  

We look forward to hearing from you soon!  

  

 Centrestage also offers lessons outside of school for pupils from 5 - 18 years. Please contact us at 

admin@centrestageschool.org.uk for more information.  

 

mailto:admin@centrestageschool.org.uk
mailto:admin@centrestageschool.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Debating: a BVGS First 

On 19/01/21 Kiran Kalsi, James Keeling and Pierce O’Reilly 

Spears participated in the English Speaking Union debate, 

with the support of Mr Byrne. They each took their own 

part and argued as the Proposition for ‘This House Would 

introduce quotas for women on company boards.’ against 

King Edwards VI Handsworth School for Girls. Alongside 

five other schools, they came third as each debater was 

able to demonstrate the depth of material researched 

alongside their eloquence. 
 

OUR ALUMNI COMMUNITY 

Paul Rimmer, CBE 

Paul Rimmer, who was a pupil at BVGS (Blue House) from 

1971-1978, was awarded a CBE for services to Defence, in 

the UK 2021 New Year Honours List. 

 

A former Senior Civil Servant in the Ministry of Defence and 

Deputy Chief of Defence Intelligence until May 2020, Paul 

served for 37 years at the heart of the UK’s national security 

business. 

 

During his career, he briefed at meetings of the UK’s 

National Security Council, the Cabinet and the 

government’s crisis management committee, COBR, 

delivering strategic intelligence assessments to inform and 

advise the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers and senior 

military and civilian personnel. He also served in policy 

roles and as Principal Private Secretary to two Defence 

Secretaries, as well as travelling widely, working closely 

with allies and a range of international partners. 

 
 

Since retiring from the MOD, Paul has become a Senior Adviser to the International Institute for Strategic 

Studies and a Visiting Professor in the Department of War Studies at King’s College London, supporting 

an MA Intelligence and International Security programme. 
 



 

 

k 

 

Paul said: 

“I am honoured and humbled to be awarded a CBE and delighted that it also recognises the 

enormously talented colleagues, civilian and military, with whom I have worked throughout 

my career, particularly in Defence Intelligence. 

 

Bishop Vesey’s was a formative experience for me, which set me up for University and an 

International Relations degree that led me into the national security business. Memories of 

trips to Vesey House in North Wales and cross-country running in Sutton Park are still 

vivid!” 
 

Thank you to our Alumni who have supported with our 

Careers Provision 

Bilal Ahmed:  Business Development Analyst for BP  

Stephan Wade: Global Customer Director for Costa 

Coffee 

Thank you to our 17 Alumni who gave time 

out of their busy work schedules to support 

the school with continuing to offer an 

Inspirational and Excellent careers service 

during a national lockdown. 

 

Alumni were interviewed by Brian Davies, 

Development Director, and asked to expand 

on their career history and what led them to 

where they are today.  

 

If you think you could give back to our 

current students and support them with 

career mentoring, hosting a careers seminar 

or lecture, please get in touch with Brian 

Davies on: 

b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

mailto:b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Jack 

Image:  Evening Standard 

The Vesey Community were shocked and saddened 

by the news of the sudden death of former student, 

Jack Ryan (0V 2002-2009) on January 13th.  Jack, was 

tragically knocked down and killed, at the age of 29 

whilst jogging near Battersea Bridge in West 

London.   An avid supporter of Aston Villa, Jack 

joined Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School in 2002 from 

St Joseph’s Primary School.   Jack was a member of 

White House and enjoyed a distinguished career at 

BVGS.  He was a member of a very successful Rugby 

Team, which he captained in Year’s 9 and 10.  Jack 

studied Geography, Psychology and History at A-

Level before going on to study International History 

& International Politics at the University of 

Sheffield. Jack, was in the midst of a very successful 

career in Digital Marketing, in his position as ‘Senior 

Marketing Manager’ at PWC.   

 

Jack, was an incredibly popular member of the school community during his time at BVGS. He formed 

many close friendships that had endured into adult life.   He lived with two friends Alastair Day and 

Owain Jones, from Vesey’s, whilst at University, both of whom he was ‘Best Man’ for.  Mr Goodwin 

fondly remembers Jack as “an exuberant and witty individual who was very popular amongst his peer 

group. He could always deliver a quick response to any question, usually to the amusement of all those 

present. As well as his good humour, Jack was always impeccably mannered and incredibly earnest in 

everything he undertook.   He was wonderful young man and attended a recent 10 Year reunion at the 

OV Dinner in 2019.  I was delighted and unsurprised to hear that Jack was enjoying such a successful 

career”.  Mr Greenwood, who was a school contemporary of Jack, commented that “Jack was so popular, 

universally so. He was the life and soul of the common room, happy go lucky and always upbeat. I was 

proud to have him as a teammate, a captain and more importantly a friend. Jack was entertaining and 

talented in equal measure; the best sportsman in both our football and rugby teams at Sutton Rugby 

club without doubt. I know everyone would agree that wherever he was would become more enjoyable 

just from his presence.” 

 

Jack’s passing has had a profound impact of many former Vesey students and the phrase  

“everyone’s best friend” has figured in numerous recent eulogies.  Jack was an outstanding young man 

who embodied the ‘Vesey Experience” and will be missed by everyone who was lucky enough to know 

him. 

 

Rest In Peace, Jack.  

 

 



 

 

Philip Mainprize Walmsley, who has died at the age of 95, taught history at Bishop Vesey’s 

Grammar School from 1955 until 1984.  Phil grew up in Boston, Lincolnshire, and, after National 

Service, read history at Brasenose College, Oxford.  Ever a modest man, Phil began his teaching 

career at a private school in Gloucestershire.  Here a member of staff often disappeared for weeks 

at a time – his colleagues were told that he was on assignments for the government as a spy!  Phil 

resigned from this position before he had secured another one and took his time to choose from 

the many opportunities available to him.  His decision was to accept an offer from Geoffrey Cross 

to join the staff of B.V.G.S.  Phil remembered having to step over Cross’ dog as he entered the 

drawing room in the headmaster’s house for his interview!   

 

Phil’s specialism in the sixth form was British history from 1815-1945.  I still clearly remember the 

Friday morning when he introduced us to Chartism (the British equivalent of the civil rights 

movement).  Little was I to know that I would subsequently write or edit ten books about this 

subject.  When the fourth of those books was published, however, I fully understood what I owed 

Phil and Images of Chartism (1998) was dedicated to him.  Though I often obtained 18/25 in the 

weekly essays (the highest mark Phil was prepared to award), I made the puzzling decision not 

to apply to university but rather to teacher training college.  I still remember what Phil said to me 

when I told him this: “Roberts, I think you should apply to university.”  He lent me a compendium 

of all the degree courses offered by UK universities, and drew my attention to Dorothy Thompson 

at the University of Birmingham.  My work as an historian was subsequently to be greatly 

influenced by Dorothy and her husband, E.P. Thompson.  I got to know these two illustrious 

historians extremely well. 

 

We were exhorted to read by Phil. He would begin each class by asking how we were getting on 

with whichever book we had chosen from the extensive collection in the history department.  I 

worked my way through everything the history department and the school library had to offer in 

British and European history. Not content with one biography of Gladstone, I read two!  The 

Historical Association often put on lectures on Monday evenings at the University of 

Birmingham.  Phil would pick up a small group of sixth formers in his car and take us to hear a 

range of specialists in the areas we were studying.  I had read so much, and been taught so well, 

that I found the A Level history examinations very straightforward.  I subsequently learned that 

I had obtained the highest marks on both papers of any JMB candidate that year. 

 

I decided, after obtaining my degree, that I wanted to do two things: undertake postgraduate 

research and become a schoolteacher.  In 1982 I needed a job to pay my postgraduate fees, and it 

was Phil who got me one.  On his recommendation I was appointed to teach history at Bishop 

Walsh Catholic School.  I didn’t stay long, but formed a link with one or two other people who 

have taught history at that school that has never been broken.  I am proud to say that two of my 

own former students now teach history at Bishop Walsh. 

 

A Tribute to Philip Walmsley 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Phil left B.V.G.S. he went to live near Stroud with his wife Jocelyn.  Retirement gave 

him the opportunity to write an M.Litt thesis on nineteenth century politics at the University 

of Bristol. He was instrumental in founding the Stroud Historical Society and a series of 

publications flowed from his pen – his book Stroud (1994) is the definitive history of that 

town.  I did not lose touch with Phil.  Once, and later twice, each summer I would meet him 

at Cheltenham, and we would spend a day exploring the stately homes, castles and 

prehistoric sites of Gloucestershire.  My extensive knowledge of the historic sites of that 

county is down to Phil!  The last time I saw Phil was about five years ago when we had lunch 

together in Stroud.  I am very pleased to say that one of the last books he read was one of 

my own.  I hope he gave it another 18 out of 25! 

 

Associate Professor Stephen Roberts. 

 

Wishing you all a well deserved rest over  

the Half-Term 

 

Until the next edition, don’t forget to keep in touch with 

us via our social media channels, the school website 

and the Alumni Network.  

 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher 


