
 

 

WELCOME  
We are delighted to share with you news of a fuller 

‘Vesey Experience’. Extra-curricular societies, 

competitive sports, upcoming drama and music 

events all show signs of a flourishing and thriving 

school community. However, this term has not been 

without its difficulties as we have suffered the loss of 

a true Vesey great, Clive Richards DL, KSG, CBE. 

Tributes to him are included in this edition. I hope 

you enjoy our half-termly magazine.  

Dominic Robson, Headteacher 
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CORE CURRICULUM 

Headteacher’s Welcome 

There is always something momentous about May in schools. Our fantastic Year 11 and Year 13 

come to the end of their respective Key Stages. We begin to meet our new Year 7. We finalise our 

staffing for September. 

 

This May in particular, we share with you, with great excitement, a proposed events schedule for 

the new half-term. These events are dependent on the continued lifting of restrictions, but we hope 

that we will be able to once again welcome parents, Alumni and Friends of Vesey back to school 

events in the new half term. More details on the following page.  

 

This year, we have the added momentous dimension of Covid recovery with the very important job 

of testing, marking, moderating and grading taking place alongside the school returning to 

competitive co-curricular competitions and sport fixtures and preparations being afoot for art 

exhibitions, music and drama showcases as well as Leaving Events, Sports Day, Corporate Partner 

networking and Induction Days.  At the same time, there has been an extraordinary fundraising 

effort from the students this year with £10,760.14 raised for excellent charities.  

 

Signs of development and recovery have also been noted in our Corporate Partner outreach work. 

We were delighted to host a ‘NetWalking’ Event, which allowed our Partners to return to face to 

face networking, socially distanced, outdoors. It was wonderful to introduce new partners to the 

group. Keep an eye on our LinkedIn for upcoming Corporate Partner events.  

 

Back to our students, I hope you find it as wonderful as I do to witness the cheerful resilience of our 

students and the brilliant fact that they are now once again starting to benefit from the typical ‘fuller’ 

hallmarks of a ‘Vesey Experience.’ 

 

Momentous too is the loss of our Vesey great – Clive Richards DL, KSG, CBE (1937-2021). Words 

cannot express our gratitude as a community for all the ways Clive inspired us. Read on to find our 

tributes to him in this half term’s ‘Veseyan.’ 

 

As the half term draws to a close, we say goodbye to our Communications and Marketing lead 

Martha Davis OV (2016). Martha has excelled in all areas from co-ordinating PPE distribution to 

her latest project enhancing internal communications.  Students will be able to see for themselves 

the improvements she has made when they return on Tuesday June 8th.  We wish Martha well in 

her new role working in the NHS as Communications and Engagement Officer at Herefordshire 

and Worcestershire CCG and look forward to welcoming Natalie Harris to our team from next half 

term. 

 

Wishing you a relaxing (and sunny!) half term break, 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher 



 

2 

 

 

We are excited to share with you our upcoming events schedule which will be held 

if the current government road map on easing restrictions remains the same. 
 

Summer Drama Showcase: Year 8 and 9, Tuesday 22nd June, 5.30-6.30pm our Year 9 students will 

be showcasing a piece from the hilarious ‘Bouncers’ by John Goldber. Further details on ticket 

reservations to follow. Year 8 will be performing a short version of a Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

 

Summer Drama Showcase: Year 7 and Year 10, Wednesday 23rd June, 5.30-6.30pm Year 7 will 

perform an extract from ‘The Boy in the Dress’ by David Walliams and Year 10, an extract from 

‘An Inspector Calls’ by JB Priestley. Further details on ticket reservations to follow.  

 

Art Exhibition and Argentea Gallery, 28 St. Paul’s Square, Thursday 1st July- this year will 

feature a greater arrray of high-quality work than ever before,  held from 6-8.30pm, please 

contact Helen Johnston on h.johnston@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk to reserve your tickets, which 

are released on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

 

Summer Music Concert, Friday 9th July- featuring a spectacular showcase of our talented 

musicians. The event will be held outdoors and attendees are welcome to bring along a picnic but 

no BBQs! Further information will follow regarding reserving tickets.  

 

mailto:h.johnston@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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Mandarin Excellence: Speaking Competition 
Mrs. Guo, Mandarin Teacher 

Over 200 secondary school students from 67 schools joined this year’s digital Mandarin 

Speaking Competition organised by the British Council. Bishop Vesey’s Grammar school won 

3rd place in the Beginner plus level (individual) and 2nd place in the Intermediate level (group). 

The boys not only showed their motivation in learning the language, but also confidence and 

creativity in preparing their own scripts and performances.  

 

An experienced group of judges - either native Chinese Mandarin speakers or fluent second 

language Mandarin Speakers - adjudicated the Competition. Panels for each category consisted 

of up to three judges from England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, and competing students 

were assessed on communication, fluency, usage and pronunciation. 

 

When it came to their individual entries, students gave a two-minute pre-prepared oral 

presentation, and were asked two clarifying questions in Mandarin by the judge. The beginner 

level students then had to translate three sentences from English into Chinese, whereas 

intermediate level students were tasked with responding to a scenario given in English with a 

short impromptu speech on in Mandarin. Both our candidates - Ediz Oszoy from year 8 and 

Yusuf Ahmed from year 9 - performed very well. They spent their own time in preparing the 

presentation, and rehearsed several times with me during lunch break, after the MEP session 

or on weekends via TEAMS call. 

 

In previous years, the group entry used to be in the format of a play including modern or 

traditional Chinese culture, such as songs, dance, martial arts etc. This year students were 

exceptionally asked to prepare a group video touching on aspects of Chinese culture. Our year 

8 students - Agi Somarathi, Ediz Ozsoy, Harry McGovern, Pranay Khare, Salaar Sameem - 

produced a video called ‘The Story of Nian’, and our year 9 students  - Kesh Williams, Matthew 

Robson, William Todd, Yusuf Ahmed - recorded a video called ‘New Year Disaster’. Students 

tried to use the vocabulary and cultural elements they had been taught during Chinese New 

Year. They even arrived at school earlier on a few mornings to film their work, and made a 

great effort to get everything done. Well done! 
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Big Maths Quiz: 1st and 2nd Place 
Adi Muthukumar 10G 

Two teams of four from Year 10 took part in the University of Birmingham's Year 10 Big Maths Quiz 

on Wednesday 12th May.  

 

They successful navigated the challenging questions, securing 1st and 2nd place by a large number of 

points, a fantastic achievement. The students also enjoyed a lecture about Maths and its applications in 

Biology.  

 

There were 4 rounds: Sequences (the next term in the sequences or the nth term), Geometry, Campus 

Maths (word problems) and a Specialist round on Field Medal Winners (the Nobel Prize equivalent for 

mathematics). The students were told beforehand about the specialist topic and we did some research 

which turned out to be very handy. 

  

Well done to all the students that took part: Sam Dodwell 10W, Viraj Gupta 10R, Stephen Bowman 

10W, Adi Muthukumar 10G, Charlie Cooper 10G, Seth Allen 10P, Muhammad Ayaan 10B and 

Usairam Abdullah 10B. 

  

Big  Biology Quiz 

On Tuesday 18th May, 24 Year 10 Biology students took part in University of Birmingham’s Big Biology 

Quiz, which was held remotely.  

 

BVGS Team 2 (Usairam Abdullah, Mukilan Arunachala, Stephen Bowman and Charlie Cooper) led 

for most of the competition before being pipped to the top prize in the final few questions. Well done 

to our Team Two for a very close second place. 
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The First Year of our ‘Vesey Experience’  
 

Writing to help to welcome the Year 7 cohort of 2021, this year’s Year 7 have been reflecting on 

their Vesey experience so far. We wanted to share a selection of their reflections with you here. 

BVGS is a really nice and friendly community 

with many teachers, so when I was worrying, I 

shouldn’t have as everything turned out great! 

The teachers are very supportive, and everyone 

was really helpful for my transition. Bishop 

Vesey’s has been wonderful from the start. 

William Hao 7W 
 
 

When I first received the news that I was coming to BVGS I was overwhelmed.  

All the hard work had paid off! I was very excited, however anxious as well as 

none of my friends were going to BVGS.  

    

The day had come and it was the start of a legendary experience. I stepped off 

the train at Sutton Coldfield and saw a lot of other boys in BVGS uniform as  

well. Finally the time had come and as I approached the school gates I was 

extremely nervous. I saw lots of new faces that surrounded me and realised I was in the 

same position as everyone else.  

  

Since becoming a BVGS pupil, I have made loads of new friends and have learnt many new 

things every day! I love the fantastic opportunities here because I am a very sporty person so I 

quickly adapted to new sports like rugby and hockey. It has been a fabulous experience to 

learn these new skills.  

  

The choice of coming to BVGS has been the best decision ever and I will never regret coming 

to such an awesome school.  

Bruno Edge, 7R 
 

I was extremely happy with the transition between primary and 

secondary school, and although it was quite different from different years’ 

transitions, BVGS still manged to find a way to adapt to the situation at 

hand. I would highly recommend this school to anyone who is 

considering joining the BVGS community. Thank you BVGS. 

Arron Singh 7P 
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Year 11 Celebrations 
Deputy Head, Mr. Bowen 

 

Our current Year 11 have been an inspirational year group.  They have taken all the upheaval of 

pandemic and lockdown in their stride – it hasn’t been easy, all of the time, but (in Mr Bousfield’s 

words) they are better for it.  Today we celebrated their achievements with a Year Group assembly, 

some form group presentations, a BBQ lunch on the Quad and some House Rounders in the 

(almost) sunshine on the glorious school paying fields. 

 

It has been pleasure working with them.  The staff who have come into contact with them over the 

past five years have consistently commented on how well they represent the values of their school 

– they are diligent, trustworthy, kind, supportive and enthusiastic, and everything they do is done 

with a sense of pride and fun. 

 

We will miss them, but we also look forward to many of them returning to our Sixth 

Form.  Wherever they go for the next stage in their education we wish them the very best for their 

future.  Over the next few weeks we will continue to provide support for A-Level and EPQ 

preparation and we look forward to celebrating their achievements on 12th August. 

 

In the meantime we hope that they stay safe and well and that they keep in touch with us.  As they 

start to think about the next steps in their lives, I hope that they all continue to stretch themselves, 

constantly asking the question: “How will I be the best I can be?” 
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Medical Minds 
 Krishan Patel L6VI 

 

With help and assistance from Mr Goodwin and the IT Team, a Microsoft Teams group was 

launched to provide a platform for the virtual meetings to commence. So far, the group has 50 

members and a committee of 6 from Year 11 and 12 who create and join meetings fortnightly.  

 

To this date, we have had many sessions which have taken place focusing on a variety of topics 

such as Medicinal Cannabis, stigmatised diseases (like HIV), and ethical dilemmas which have all 

been eye-opening and interesting to discuss as a group. As everyone contributes their individual 

feelings and opinions, it builds thoughtful conversation which has supported all of us in 

broadening knowledge in certain subjects in Medicine. Ultimately, it has already 

given opportunity to learn more about the Healthcare sector and I believe that it will continue to 

enhance insight ready for future careers in this line of work.   

 

Furthermore, we have been fortunate to have a guest speaker on Medical Minds. Dr Suliman Ali 

(an Old Veseyan who recently qualified from Imperial College London) kindly presented a 

seminar about making competitive medical applications to universities. This in-depth session was 

great; his expertise, advice and information has been invaluable to 

develop awareness about standing out as a medical applicant. From the whole Medical Minds 

Group, thank you.   

 

Next session, we are so excited to be joined by Professor Lyn Chitty (a Professor of Genetics 

and Fetal Medicine at UCL, and a Consultant in Fetal Medicine) who has generously offered up 

some of her busy schedule to talk to us about becoming a doctor.  

  

I want to personally thank everyone who has aided me in creating and leading this group, as so 

far it has been a huge success with a thriving community of students coming 

together to collaborate as one, with the shared aim of becoming the next generation of Healthcare 

Professionals. 

 

 

This Half-Term, I created a discussion group called 

‘Medical Minds’ where students (who wish to pursue a 

profession in Healthcare) could join in order to gain 

wider insight into Medical Topics. Due to current 

restrictions, many opportunities have been postponed 

and cancelled, therefore I felt that it would be beneficial 

to setup an initiative to help likeminded individuals 

meet up together to talk  about 

current medical affairs and learn from each other as 

well as from guest speakers.  
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Getting in. Fitting in? Standing Out.  

A Visit from Author Daniel Stone 

Thank you to Daniel for hosting an Oxbridge Seminar for our L6th 

today in the HIVE, which 30 of our students attended. Daniel 

studied Economics and Management at Oxford University and 

wrote a book about getting in to Oxford and making the most of 

time spent there.  

 

Daniel's seminar was both thoughtful and engaging, and provided 

plenty of content for our aspiring Oxbridge candidates to reflect 

upon. Daniel's situation as a then state school applicant to Oxford 

was a particularly useful perspective for our students. He 

championed the importance of 'endless curiosity' as an academic 

virtue.  

 

Following this seminar, he went on to host a focus group session 

with the BVGS African-Caribbean Society. In this session, he spoke  
with the group about his experiences at Oxford as a person of colour. He centred the discussion 

around asking the students their future ambitions and how he advised they approached achieving 

these.  

 

Thank you Daniel for generously giving up your time for our students.   
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On Friday 31st April the Sixth Form PE students enjoyed an 

excellent presentation by Ellie Maybury who is the Head Of 

Performance for the Women's United States National Soccer 

Team, the reigning World Champions. Ellie holds one of the 

highest ranking jobs in Women’s soccer across the world. She 

goes back to the States at the start of May before heading to the 

Olympic Games. We were honoured that she was able to give 

some of her time to our students.  

 

Ellie delivered an inspirational presentation, and provided 

students with plenty of opportunity to ask questions and later 

reflect on the discussions. A paticular item of interest for our 

students was her explanation of training, with a paticular focus 

Ellie Maybury, Head of Performance for the 

Women’s US Soccer Team,  

visits BVGS Virtually 

Image credits: US Soccer 

Since Ellie’s visit, our students have been reflecting on which courses and qualifications are 

required for different paths in Sports Management and Coaching. Clearly Ellie has left a mark 

on our Year 12 PE cohort. Thank you to Ellie for generously giving her time to our students.  
 

on fitness testing and different methods of this, which will be the topic for our Year 12s written 

coursework. Additionally, her presentation of developments in technology that may have 

impacted types of fitness testing and how technology is used to improve performance, prevent 

injury and aid recovery, gave a fascinating perspective from someone at the cutting edge of 

sports performance.  
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Our School Council 
Segert Jensema and Kiran Kalsi   

their forms, questionnaires surrounding Equality and Diversity as well as bullying have been 

collected and feedback has been discussed as a group. In order to continue this work, Laura 

Jaison and other councillors across different years will create posters promoting the use of 

Tootoot, an anonymous online service for students to report any concerns.  

 

Among other things, the Council will be looking into providing more outdoor seating around the 

school and are hoping to offer extra sporting opportunities to the students following the latest 

lockdown spent at home. Feedback on outdoor seating areas has been collected through 

Microsoft Forms. Working online has provided challenges for many students, and the councillors 

have provided a voice for their classmates in order to alleviate their concerns. Many thanks to all 

the councillors who attended and gave us excellent feedback. 

Over the past year, School Council meetings have 

operated through Microsoft Teams as the Council 

has adapted effectively to circumstance and to 

the new demands of online learning. This half 

term, Presidents of the School Council, Segert 

Jensema and Kiran Kalsi, ran a meeting with over 

20 councillors as well as 3 of the School’s 

governors, supported by Mrs Miller.  
 

Topics such as the return to school, lunch and 

break provisions including the canteen, and 

equality and diversity were discussed. Through 

the councillors’ work and communication with  

African-Caribbean Society 
Shanice Hewitt L6III 

The BVGS ACS enables students of an African and 

Caribbean background to share their experiences: 

both cultural and educational. During the current 

Covid-19 pandemic, the ACS is limited to the Year 

12 bubble. We have met as a group twice over the 

past term.  

 

We look forward to being able to invite members 

from all year groups to join. In the near future, we 

aim to host events and share our culture further, 

both within the school community and in the wider 

Vesey community.  
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Return to Competitive Sport 
Mr Howell, Director of Sport 

This half-term has seen the long awaited return to competitive sport. It has been great to see the 

enthusiasm of the boys and our girls in their netball fixture, despite some very unseasonable 

weather which has had a big impact on the number of games played.  

 

On the whole there have been some excellent performances by all age groups but the stand out 

team to date has been the Year 8 Cricket Team who have recorded 2 wins and a tie in their three 

games. 

 

We have welcomed cricket coach Jacob Squire-Wood to the team who has worked hard over the 

last few weeks to develop our teams and individual skills. 

 

Next half-term will include cricket fixtures against Solihull, Kings Worcester, MCC and Warwick 

school to name a few. 

 

Our Year 11s have also been able to hold an inter-year house football tournament. White house 

were the convincing winners, winning all four of their games.  

 

Badminton and table tennis clubs have also commenced with Mr Pallister running a club every 

morning from 8-8.40am for each year group on their games day, we have been really pleased with 

excellent uptake.  

 

Netball also played their first fixture this week against Stratford and had an excellent afternoon 

where they played 5 short games. It gave all the girls a chance to experience some match play and 

provide the motivation to work hard over the summer in readiness for next season.  

 

On July 13th we will be holding a school sports day at Wyndley leisure centre starting at 12pm. 
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ALUMNI COMMUNITY  

Remembering a Vesey Great: Clive Richards CBE KSG DL  

and Old Veseyan (1937-2021) 

His studies led him to become a Chartered Accountant, 

and after moving to London in 1960 he spent 50 years 

building up a vast profile of investments and built up 10 

PLCs in various industries.  

 

He led a remarkable life and demonstrated outstanding 

generosity to causes close to his heart. The charity which he 

and his wife Sylvia founded, The Clive and Sylvia Richards 

Charity, donates £1-2 million a year to worthy causes. In 

2019 Clive said: ‘You can’t take your wealth with you, so 

we came to the conclusion that we would give it away.’ A 

glimpse into the pragmatism of a man whose generosity 

touched the lives of many. 

 

 

 His support to the development of our school have 

spanned over a decade. This has enabled students here to 

have an enhanced ‘Vesey Experience’: a specialist STEM 

block where numerous students have curated a talent for 

STEM subjects, The Music Centre with individual practise 

Welcome to the May edition of The Veseyan. Thankfully things finally seem to be moving in a positive 

direction with regard to coronavirus and we may soon be able to plan some events. The possibility of 

an afternoon tea party is still in the balance - look out for updates. Also look out for update for an Old 

Veseyans dinner, which is usually held in November.  

 

In recent months we have lost some superb Old Veseyans. The obituaries within speak for themselves, 

with lives well lived.  They will be greatly missed. 

 

We are quite desperately in need of new people to keep the OVA going in its current form or indeed in 

a new one. If you can offer any help or ideas please get in touch: inspiration@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

 

Martha Davis has been putting ‘The Veseyan’ together since September 2019 and has done a fabulous 

job. She is moving to pastures new next half term and we wish her well. Thank you Martha. 

Paul Wallis, Chair of the OVA 

Clive Richards was born locally in Wednesbury and educated here at Bishop Vesey's Grammar School. 

mailto:inspiration@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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rooms, where our musicians have flourished to be accomplished young men and women, 

brimming with confidence to take to the stage. The Middle Field and Netball Courts, where 

our students have been able to explore and develop sporting prowess have too benefited from 

Clive’s generosity. Their talents, which will see them through their life, were explored and 

developed at BVGS thanks to Clive’s investment and belief in the school which he held so 

dear.  

 

Clive supported individual students too, who without his mentorship and contribution would 

simply not have been able to become the people they are today. Through their quarterly reports 

to him they fed back on how they were progressing. All have enjoyed success thanks to Clive 

enabling them to focus on their studies through his financial support. 

 

The Music Centre with individual practise rooms where our musicians have flourished to be 

accomplished young men and women, brimming with confidence to take to the stage. The 

Middle Field and Netball Courts, where our students have been able to explore and develop 

sporting prowess have too benefited from Clive’s generosity. Their talents, which will see 

them through their life, were explored and developed at BVGS thanks to Clive’s investment 

and belief in the school which he held so dear.  

 

Clive supported individual students too, who without his mentorship and contribution would 

simply not have been able to become the people they are today. Through their quarterly reports 

to him they fed back on how they were progressing. All have enjoyed success thanks to Clive 

enabling them to focus on their studies through his financial support. 

 

 During his time as Chair of Governors at BVGS, Clive helped steer the school through some 

challenging times. After retiring from the position, he still kept in close contact with the 

school and continued to be a lifelong friend and supporter, whose counsel was regularly 

sought by Headteachers and Chairmen through the years.  

 

A man exuberant with the buzz of life: Clive’s energy was felt by all who ever had the 

pleasure of talking to him. He had an incredible and at times slightly alarming ability to 

switch conversation from a casual chat to a strategic interrogation. His quick wit and sharp 

business acumen made for stimulating conversations.  

 

Collectively as the Vesey community, we owe a great deal to Clive. He has helped shape the 

school we know and love. Quite simply, the man who embodied the very best of BVGS can be 

described by the following line from Act 1, scene ii of Hamlet:  

 

‘He was a man. Take him for all in all. I shall not look upon his like again.’  

 

May you Rest in Peace Clive. 
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‘With Heartfelt Memories of Clive’ Vesey Community 

share their tributes 

Phil and Julie (Phil’s wife) remember with fondness 

their visit to the Lower Hope Open Day with the 

magnificent gardens, grounds, delightful afternoon 

tea and the singing of the Welsh choir. 

 

“Clive was a generous, professional and 

constructive, but above all, a kind considerate and 

caring man” 

Philp Baker, Old Veseyan 

 

Phil Baker had a long association with Clive Richards 

though their joint interests in the Old Veseyan 

Association and the Old Veseyan Rugby Football Club.   Clive Richards standing at ground level 5th from 

left & Phil Baker 7th from left 

 

“It was a pleasure to get to know Mr Richards during and since my time spent at Bishop Vesey’s 

Grammar School. He was a man of great humour and I know he had many stories to tell. He was 

embodiment of lived history,  and led a life full of hard work, commitment, passion and dedication. 

I was very lucky to to have connected with Mr Richards. The support of him and his wife through 

their charity ‘The Clive and Sylvia Richards Charity’, meant many doors were opened for me which 

were previously firmly shut. With his support I was able to to purchase the tenor saxophone that has 

accompanied me and all of my performances and recordings and classes over the past 3 years. I know 

this is just one embodiment of a legacy that lives on” 

Xhosa Cole, OV (2013-2014) and BBC Young Jazz Musician of the Year 2018. 

 

 

I will miss Clive’s visits and inspiring chats. But I feel 

blessed to have known him. His legacy lives on in our 

school, in the physical infrastructure (from STEM 

Block to Music Centre, from Middle Field to Tennis 

Courts, and a refurbished Old Big School). But even 

more importantly, his spirit is very much in evidence 

in our values and in our work: a commitment to social 

mobility, to equality, to excellence – for students to 

grow up in a school, as he did himself, that was a fun 

and vibrant place to be. 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher at BVGS  
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My memories of Clive are filled with warmth and affection . He was an advocate and supporter 

of my appointment to Chair of Governors at BVGS.  

 

On my appointment to Chair, following three years as a Governor, I had already learned of his 

tremendous generosity to the school.  I admit I was apprehensive about meeting him. How could 

I ever follow in his footsteps? I needn’t have worried! Clive literally welcomed me with open arms 

and was effervescent in his support. 

 

Throughout my term of office Clive was by my side in many ways. We enjoyed each other’s 

company and had challenging discussions and many laughs. 

 

I valued his candour , his observations and his direct manner . I shared his love of horticulture and 

gardening so we always had much to share. I will miss Clive and when I have to make difficult 

decisions he will always be in my thoughts and I will think “ What would Clive do ?” 

 

I feel honoured to have known him. 

Joanna Davis, Chair of Governors at BVGS 

Here one day and unexpectedly gone the next, such departures leave us in devastating shock, 

until we begin to draw comfort from, and give thanks for, the many treasured memories of shared 

experiences. So it is with the passing from our midst of our dear friend and colleague Clive.  

 

As former Headteacher of BVGS, I am indebted for so much, as are Headteachers across the Three 

Counties: Herefordshire, where Clive sponsored every secondary school; supporting others in 

Worcestershire and Gloucestershire; and extending his range to primary schools and other 

educational settings. He gave not just financial support but ideas, advice, guidance and even re-

modelled business plans – all of which made monumental difference in the lives of young people.  

 

A champion of what we may now call ‘levelling up’, Clive helped raise aspirations, widen access 

and opportunities and, at individual level, fuelled ambition and nurtured talent, encouraging 

others to ‘think big’ and believe in themselves. He derived much pleasure and great satisfaction 

from the success of others for whom he had opened the door. 

 

There are so many happy memories – sipping champagne in celebration on multiple occasions or 

once in the early hours enjoying a stiff night cap, before Clive announced, with much energy, he 

would miss breakfast to be on the 6am train out of London for his next appointment. If you want 

to get ahead, get up an hour earlier, he said.  

 

We will miss the might of the handshake, the exuberance of the greeting, the 

positivity and vitality, but above all the welcoming smile of cheerfulness and 

friendship. 
 

We have been marked by his influence and blessed by his presence amongst us. 

David Iddon, Headteacher at BVGS 2003-2013 
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‘Hard Choices’ by Lord Peter Ricketts OV 1964-1971 

A Delve into the Archives…. 

In February, the school embarked on planning for a major internal display update in the school 

corridors, which will involve removal of current displays, painting the corridors and creating and 

applying new displays. 

 

The centrepiece for this display update work is the Big School corridor. On the long wall facing the 

Main School Reception, there will be a timeline of school history, chronicling some key dates from 

1527 right up to this present day.  

 

We hope to share the display with Alumni in an official Opening Ceremony, and hope to share details 

with you about this in the next edition of The Veseyan.  

 

Until the timeline can be viewed in person, we thought we could share some of our findings from our 

historical records with you…..  

Lord Ricketts has had an esteemed career as a Diplomat and National 

Security Advisor, and occupied a number of prestigious roles, including 

being the Chairman of the Joint Intelligence Committee, which led him 

to give evidence to The Iraq Inquiry in November 2009.  

 

The National Security Advisor from 2010-2012, the Ambassador to 

France 2012-2016 and the Permanent Secretary for the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office from 2006-2010, Lord Ricketts uses his plethora of 

experience to craft his first book.  

 

‘Hard Choices: What Britain Does Next’ predominantly looks at the 

questions facing a post-Brexit Britain.  

 

The library at BVGS were both thrilled and honoured to receive a signed 

copy.  

Referred to as the ‘Headteacher’s House’ this area of BVGS 

was built in 1729, meaning that the school has occupied its 

current site for 292 years! 

‘The Veseyan’, which was originally written by pupils, was 

founded in 1911 

The first-ever school Speech Day was held in 1919 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_Intelligence_Committee_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_witnesses_of_The_Iraq_Inquiry#November_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Iraq_Inquiry
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Professor Tom Madden’s Reflections (OV 1931-1937) :  

400 years of Sutton Coldfield 

A Vesey Wedding 

We wanted to share the happy news with the Vesey Community that OVs 

Jessica Ridout (OV 2013-2015) and Rupert Daniels (OV 2008-2015) are getting 

married this weekend. Jess and Rupert met at a GCSE results day party in 

2013, before attending BVGS for the 2 year ‘A’-Level period, where initially 

they became best friends. They are pictured in their school uniform on the left! 

They began going out in August 2015- right before leaving for University. Jess 

headed south to Bristol to study Zoology whilst Rupert travelled north to 

Leeds to study Automotive Engineering.  

Tom Madden was born in Wednesbury in the Black Country in 1921. 

As a seven year old his parents introduced him and his brothers to Sutton Coldfield by attending 

the 1928 Pageant. The visit was a prelude to a family move from the Black Country to Royal 

Road in Sutton Coldfield later in the year. Tom joined Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School at the age of ten in 

1931 and after a very full school life went to Oxford University. He went on to become a Doctor. After a period 

in general practice in Peckham and meticulous record keeping  on adverse reactions to penicillin and 

barbiturates, throughout the Second World War and immediate years thereafter,  Tom won the BMA annual 

prize for community-based  research and his paper was published in the journal of the Royal College of GP's 

which in turn led to his Life Fellowship of the Royal Society of Medicine. Coupled with his professional papers 

in European Journals of Preventive Medicine an invitation to a practising, teaching and research role at a 

leading medical school/teaching hospital in Chicago followed. 

 

“Adjacent to the main Town Hall where we lived, stood the surgery of a two generation practice. It 

was Doctor Lionel Duyley who had, during a home visit and at the end of a physical examination, 

(mine mainly for pneumonia) told our mother to take us out of the smoke and smog of 

Wednesbury/Darlaston/and again Wednesbury , for the good of our youngest brother’s health. Our 

mother (I don’t know how without modern tools of information gathering) had discovered the 

Royal Borough of Sutton Coldfield with its Norman Church, nine square mile Tudor Chase and 

Grammar School of Tudor origin.  

Four years of long-distance later, Jess moved 

north to Leeds to undertake a PGCE in teaching 

secondary science. On the 14th December 2019, 

Rupert proposed to Jess at Almscliffe Cragg 

(where she said yes!) and are now to be wed on 

Saturday 29th May. We wish Jess and Rupert all 

the best for the future, and send our 

congratulations to them both. 
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Therefore, our parents, working to prepare us for 

leaving our Black Country town and by way of 

breaking to us the news which would take us away 

from a familiar world, on one of the three days, 

took us to the Pageant.  

 

Entering the Park and following its left boundary 

on the Wyndley side and near to where its glass 

and steel Crystal Palace with a few trees, was the 

stage. What I was hoping to find in Dom’s 

documents (current Headteacher at BVGS)  was a 

cast list where I hoped to find some familiar 

names. 

 

To get off the subject , my recollections of Sutton 

Coldfield are odd. I very much recall – not so much 

singing on the Town Hall stage - as being inside its 

velvet curtain clad doors, ushering people to their 

seats and giving them a programme. 

 

With regard to the famous driver Ken Miles, Ken lived locally and was like a brother to my brother 

and I. Ken also attended Bishop Vesey's Grammar School. 

 

When we moved to Sutton Coldfield in 1928, Royal Road was unadopted and for John and me, Ken 

would do his tricks, riding round on his back wheel, or, with both on the ground, balancing and 

cycling while standing on the seat. When the road was surfaced with tarmac with a camber his  

tricks were easier. During the unmade era, I remember, before 

holidays and depending where we were going on holiday 

horse drawn canvas covered carts would come to the door 

about a month before our holiday and pick up our trunk. The 

railway lines were London, Midland & Scottish, London North 

Eastern, the Great Western of the great Brunel and Southern 

Railway. We would see our things on arrival at Cardiff, 

Llandudno, Rhyl, Western Super mare or wherever was our 

holiday destination.” 
 

You can read more about Ken Miles in last year’s 

student produced magazine, 1527, by following the 

link here: https://t.co/D7iWHxNA6f?amp=1 

 

https://t.co/D7iWHxNA6f?amp=1
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A Tribute to Roger Hall 

Roger Isham Hall, who attended Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School 

from 1943 to 1950, died on 20th November 2020 aged 89 years in 

Winnipeg, Canada. After a childhood in Streetly, he was a boarder at 

the School during the war years and became a day boy thereafter. 

Roger held many wonderful memories at BVGS. He was recognized 

as having the potential to benefit from a university education, and 

Roger’s father was persuaded to allow him to become the first person 

from the family to attend university. 

 

From the University of Birmingham, Roger gained a BSc. in Physics 

and then spent his National Service in the Navy at HMS Collingwood, 

a Naval Electrical School.  He then served on the aircraft carried HMS 

Bulwark.  He attained the rank of Lt. Commander. 
 

The company sent Roger to Imperial College, London to study Production Engineering and he was 

awarded his D.I.C. Diploma in 1959. His return to Edison Swan as a Production Engineer and 

Production Manager was short lived. While looking for a new job, Roger visited his former Professor 

at Imperial College to ask for a reference and was immediately offered a job as a lecturer in Production 

Engineering at Imperial College, commencing an academic career in the summer of 1960. As the second 

faculty member, Roger joined the London Business School as Senior Lecturer in 1965 and after teaching 

there for two years, Roger had the opportunity to study for a year at the Harvard Business School on 

their International Teachers Programme. At the end of that year, the family moved from the Harvard 

environs to Washington in Seattle where Roger embarked on his PhD at the University there.  

 

Upon completion of his PhD, the economic circumstances in England were such that cuts meant 

employment at the London Business School was no longer an option. At the beginning of 1971 Roger 

was appointed to the Business School at the University of Manitoba and so began a further academic 

career of twenty seven years.  

 

Roger retired in June of 1997 with the title of Full Professor and Senior Scholar. The university of 

Manitoba Business School later changed to the Asper School of Business. 

 

Roger’s academic career was in Management Sciences with a focus on the fields of Decision-Making, 

Organizational Analysis and Systems Dynamics. He served in several roles for the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council of Canada, including as a member of the Academic Advisory Panel and 

the Committee for Management and Administrative Studies for Strategic Research. Roger served as 

President (1983-84) of the Administrative Sciences Association of Canada. He received the Bronfman 

Foundation Senior Faculty Award, the Canadian Pacific Prize of the Administrative Sciences 

Association of Canada, and a 1st prize in the 1983 International Competition of the Institute of 

Management Sciences for the most innovative new contribution to the field of Organizational Analysis. 
 



 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of 

The Veseyan. Until the next edition, keep 

in touch with community updates via our 

social media platforms and the Alumni 

Network.  

 

Dominic Robson, Headteacher. 
 
 
 

Rainbow over the STEM Block 


