
THE VESEYAN
S U M M E R  2 0 2 1  |  E D I T I O N  1 2

B I S H O P  V E S E Y ' S  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L
I N S P I R A T I O N  A N D  E X C E L L E N C E

HEAD'S FOREWORD
W R I T T E N  B Y  M R  R O B S O N ,  H E A D T E A C H E R

Last week’s Euro final perhaps did not quite go to plan. It clearly wasn’t to be. It was both shocking and

tragic to see players, who have been rightly lauded for their sporting prowess and more importantly their

values, enduring terrible racist abuse on social media.  At Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School, we stand with

our national team, actively against all forms of discrimination. It is our mission to develop students of

excellent character, responsible global citizens, who will make the world a better place through their

kindness, thoughtfulness, confidence and resilience. 

We hope you recognise our mission to promote inspiration and excellence in this end of year newsletter.

There is a lot to be proud of as a School community when we reflect on the academic year 2020-21.

Students, staff and parents have all coped remarkably well with the challenges we have faced. Bubbles,

home learning and social restrictions have all been very challenging. However, it is to everyone’s credit that

we have retained our curriculum ambition: from excellent outdoor music, drama and sporting

performance opportunities to the rigours of Virtual China and excellent online provision. I have so many

people to thank for all of this. However, a special word of thanks here must go to our outgoing Deputy

Headteacher, Russell Bowen for his leadership of Microsoft Teams learning, which has been a godsend

throughout the pandemic. We wish Mr Bowen the very best in his new role as Head of KE Camp Hill Boys.

Please find our tribute to him and other staff leavers in the Valetes section of this newsletter. 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer.



IN THIS EDITION
B I S H O P  V E S E Y ' S  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

I N S P I R A T I O N  A N D  E X C E L L E N C E

MANDARIN EXCELLENCE PROGRAMME:  'V IRTUAL CHINA'  |  PG 1

BVGS ARTS |  PG 2-5

BVGS SPORTS |  PG 6

BVGS SCIENCE |  PG 7

VISIT  FROM MP JESS PHILLIPS AND PAUL HANNAFORD |  PG 8

 

O U R  S T A F F

 

 

O L D  V E S E Y A N  N E W S

PHILIP  BAKER (OV 1953- 1960)  –  A  TRIBUTE |  PG 17- 18

A NEW HISTORY OF BISHOP VESEY'S  GRAMMAR SCHOOL |  PG 19

L E A R N I N G  C O M E S  T O  L I F E

O U R  S T U D E N T S

STUDENT SUCCESSES |  PG 9- 10

SUTTON COLDFIELD COMMUNITY GAMES |  PG 10

CHARITY REPORT |  PG 1 1

 

FOND FAREWELLS |  PG 12- 14

WARM WELCOMES |  PG 15

V E S E Y  C O M M U N I T Y

CAREERS REPORT |  PG 16

BVGS PTFA |  PG 16

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAMME |  PG 16

INSPIRATION AND EXCELLENCE FUND |  PG 16



"Overall, the last two weeks of
MEP study has been a

surprisingly positive experience
for me, who worried about the
aspect of speaking at length
with strangers. Perhaps I was

lucky, but I found my Mandarin
buddy incredibly welcoming
and warm. Being involved in
Mandarin has increased my

confidence considerably. I feel I
can have meaningful

conversations in Mandarin,
which was a very rewarding

experience" 
- Donald Chester 9W.

"Overall, the virtual tour
has been very good, and
has helped me learn a lot

more Mandarin" 
- Kesh Williams 9W.

"Overall, the virtual China
trip has been an

extraordinary experience
for every scholar that
attended. We have

made new friends with
the Chinese students

and will carry on
speaking with them to

expand our abilities
further. I wish it would

last longer." 
- Charlie Morris 9B.

"The main topics we covered were Pandas, Beijing
Winter Olympics, and the Environment. We have

partaken in webinars about the Mandarin
Language and have witnessed live tours of major

cities such as Chengdu, Beijing, Xian, and
Hangzhou. Overall, this tour has been informative,

interesting and engaging: a successful project
developed by a hardworking team of academics
and delivered by inspiring teachers making the

best out of the current situation" 
- Ieuan Plunkett 9B.

LEARNING COMES TO LIFE

'Virtual China'

It is our first time attending the China
Virtual Tour this year. I think it is quite
challenging and an all new experience

for both teachers and students. An
amazing part is the culture sessions

which gave live tours of different
cities, and tours in Chinese student’s

homes. Having their one to one
language buddies also enables our
students to practise Mandarin with
native speakers and build up their

confidence. I think it is a great
opportunity for our students to know

more about China and Chinese
culture, although it will be even better
if our students could physically go to

China. I hope it will happen very soon. 
- Mrs Wang1



CENTRESTAGE AT BVGS
PRESENTS...

BVGS ARTS

Last week, CENTRESTAGE@BVGS staged four exciting
plays. The Year 7 cohort produced a fantastic version of
"The Boy in the Dress". The Year 8 pupils worked
incredibly hard on their version of "A Midsummer Night's
Dream". The Year 9 students had everyone laughing with
a short version of "Bouncers", and finally we had the
wonderful Year 10 performance of "An Inspector Calls". 

To say we are proud of these boys is a real
understatement. They have faced some very difficult
challenges this year, including online Drama lessons and
performing outside - with no set, no lighting but plenty of
rain! Yet they still managed to showcase their creativity
and talent. 

It was clear that friends and family really enjoyed the
performances. One parent said  "I was particularly moved
by the final words that Dennis spoke in the play; “Diversity
is about embracing differences. And what makes you
different is what makes you beautiful.” Thank you for
spreading such a wonderful message of acceptance." 

A huge well done to everyone involved. We are already
excited to start working on next year's shows!

If you would like to be involved in the school show/s next year, or take Drama
lessons in September, please contact admin@centrestageschool.org.uk. 

Our Year 7 and 8 class will take place on Tuesdays from 3:05 - 4:05. Our Year 9 and
10 class will take place on Mondays from 3:05 - 4:15. We will also be running a Year
11 class next year, time and day to be confirmed. There are still some spaces
available, but please act fast as places are filling up quickly. 

W R I T T E N  B Y  T H E  C E N T R E S T A G E  T E A M
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BVGS ARTS

Mission Impossible? Not for
us at BVGS! 

Against all the odds - COVID restrictions, bubble
closures left right and centre and some rather
unpredictable weather- we managed to put on
not one, not two, but three concerts as part of
our music Summer Festival! The Funky Bishops,
Lower School Choir, Year 7 Orchestra, and
Senior Choir along with a host of other
musicians were all able to perform and have a
great evening. It was enjoyed by everyone;
musicians, teachers and parents alike. This
would not have happened without a huge
amount of effort from everyone involved. Thank
you to our families, Mr Robson, the SFE staff, the
music team at BVGS and last but not least, hats
off to Mr Buxton.  TEQUILA! 

- Jack Finn 7G

For the music community, the seasonal concert is not just
another event in the calendar. Rather, it is the impetus for
everything we do.
 
But as we all know, this year has been an unforeseen
challenge for everyone, especially for us in music. It felt as if
we had been robbed of our usual rhythms and procedures.
Online school can alleviate the demands of academics, but
for music, there is no alternative to an in-person rehearsal.
Unfortunately, we weren’t even allowed that luxury, with
rehearsals being biweekly, distanced, and constantly
changing venues. With all these restrictions, pulling off a
semblance of a concert seemed like it would need a
miracle. So the fact that we managed to successfully
achieve not just 1, but 3 concerts in the same night not only
speaks of our commitment and will, but should be a great
source of pride for us all.  
 
To me, this concert was (and I’m sure Mr. Buxton would
agree) emotional to a degree that I didn’t think a concert
could be. Seeing everyone (2m apart!) giving their best
effort to entertain and make the night one of the most
memorable was so profoundly emotional that I really
cannot quite put it into words. What’s more, because of this
effort, as a school and more specifically, as a music
community, we can now take pride in that we are the only
school in Birmingham to host a live concert, not an
achievement to be frowned at.  
 
Through these tough and trying times, we have endured,
and frankly, excelled. I think the community and
camaraderie already present in the music community has
been reinforced. We should all feel accomplished and
proud. We deserve it. 

- Matthew Whitehouse L6VII 
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Alex Dixon Grade 8 Saxophone
Charlie Ward Grade 5 Saxophone

Alex Kitteridge Grade 5 Saxophone
Ben White Grade 5 Saxophone

Agi Somarathi Grade 2 Saxophone
Amos Messam Grade 2 Saxophone

Aditya Muthukumar Grade 2 Saxophone
Isaac Dutton Grade 2 Saxophone + Grade 3 Saxophone

 
James Foxall Grade 8 Clarinet

Ethan Chown Grade 3 Clarinet 
Freddie Mountford Grade 3 Clarinet

 
Freddie Coleman Grade 7 Piano

Yusuf Ahmed Grade 6 Piano
Charlie Ward Grade 5 Piano

Yusuf Ahmed Grade 5 Theory Piano
Suleman Ahmed Grade 5 Theory Piano

Daniel Hubbard Grade 3 Keyboard
Sam Sharp Grade 3 Piano

Liam Wragg Grade 3 Piano
Stephen Bowman Grade 3 Piano

Viraj Gupta Grade 3 Piano
Alex Tong Grade 2 Piano

 
Charlie Ward Grade 6 Drums
Matt Merrill Grade 6 Drums

Christian Hill Grade 5 Drums
Seth Johnston Grade 4 Drums

Rafi Mian Grade 2 Drums
 

Joseph Tsang Grade 6 Trumpet
Matthew Robson Grade 6 Trumpet

Theo Cuthbert Grade 4 Trumpet
 

Ellis McKenzie Grade 8 Flute
Jemima Manton Grade 8 Flute
Archie Brookes Grade 5 Flute

 
Freddie Coleman Grade 8 Music Theatre

Liam Wragg Grade 8 Music Theatre
Bethan Parri Grade 6 Vocals

Joel Kearsley Grade 2 Pop Vocals
Ismaeal Murtaza - Grade 2 Pop Vocals

 
Nyah Miller Violin Diploma 

Rohan Deepak Grade 4 Violin
 

Nyah Miller Grade 8 Cello
Dominic Van Loan Grade 5 Cello

 
Aaryan Das Grande Grade 1 Cornet

BVGS ARTS - SCROLL OF HONOUR
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Enjoy some excellent writing from our KS3 students here.

.

BVGS ARTS

ART EXHBITION FEATURING MRS HEER 
AND BVGS STUDENTS

Mrs Heer (Head of Art), Rachna Johal and
Kacey Mair (BVGS Sixth Form students)
have been selected to take part in the

Midlands biggest South Asian Art
Exhibition.

 
This is an amazing achievement and a

privilege as it helps South Asian artists to
have a platform. I would like to invite the

BVGS community to this free event
(opens 19th July and runs through to the

17th August). 
 

Reserve tickets here on Eventbrite
 

The most convenient park in the South Carpark of
the Arena, just off Sheepcote Street, and park on

11th floor, it will bring you straight out to the
gallery. Postcode for satnav purposes is B16 8AE.

.
W R I T T E N  B Y  M R S  H E E R

KS3 CREATIVE WRITING ANTHOLOGY
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SPORTS DAY

13TH JULY

READ BVGS CRICKET SEASON

REPORTS HERE

BVGS SPORTS

A sunny Wyndley was the perfect scene for the return of
the school’s annual Sports Day. Exceptional
competitiveness, athleticism and sportsmanship was on
display as our Year 7-10 participants tried their very best.
Congratulations to Red House for winning with 441 points,
followed by Gold in second with 427 points and White
coming third, scoring 421 points. Blue obtained 366 points
and Purple made 344 points.

In Year 7, White House finished first, followed by Red and
Gold. The podium was the same as the overall standings
for Year 8 and 9 whilst in Year 10, Gold came out on top, 2
points ahead of White and in third were Blue.

Well done to all the competitors who took part. Special
mentions to Ethan Miller 9R and Keilan Mistry 9P who both
ran the 200m and 100m in record times. Thank you to Mr
Doughty and team for organising Sports Day. Here’s to a
full-fledged, even more competitive sports day next year!
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All the information was put into a PowerPoint, explaining key areas, such as capabilities of the plane, and the design
process of the plane. The PowerPoint also included voice recordings from all the team members, first introducing
themselves, then talking about different parts of the plane. Finally, on the 28th of June, after 6 weeks of long, hard
dedication, we sent off all our previous work and the final PowerPoint to be reviewed by a panel of expert judges. The
whole team eagerly awaited the results… 

Amazingly, thanks to all our hard work, we won a 2 to 3 day residential at the RAF Cosford museum, where we will be
doing a number of fun STEM related activities, all funded by Northrop Gunman. We were also at a major
disadvantage, having only 12 members, when other schools had 20, which shows the capability of Bishop Vesey
students. 
 
Thanks to our hard-working team: 
Oliver Ho – Team lead, organised meetings and helped with many tasks.  
Yusuf Ahmed – Co-lead, maths and decryption lead and organised data.  
Josh Key – Design lead, researched and helped with designing the UAV.  
Sanjay Ashok – CAD lead, helped with making 3D CAD design.  
Douglas Blaine – Research lead, helped to research and complete tasks.  
Kesh Williams – Helped with research and completed the CAD model.  
Mandeep Sagoo – Researcher, helped organise data.  
Jacob Adams – Researcher, helped with various tasks.  
Daniel Hubbard – Helped research/co-ordinate data and complete the CAD model.  
Jeffrey Thomas – Analysed images and helped with research.  
Krish Chauhan – Helped to design the initial UAV model.  
Rounak Das – Helped with research and decryption tasks.  

This year the following students excelled themselves and were awarded certificates: 

The Cambridge Chemistry Challenge is a 90-minute written paper taken in school by year 12’s. Set by a team of
experienced teachers and university chemists it incorporates the fundamental content learnt in A Level Chemistry
but is designed to stretch students significantly beyond the syllabus and approach Chemistry problems as they
would at university.  This year, the paper was taken in June by 30  BVGS Year 12 students. Personally, I found the paper
particularly demanding as it required me to adapt my chemistry knowledge to problem solve and apply this in
practical scenarios. The test is certainly a challenge as the name indicates however the experience was also rewarding
as it pushed me out of my comfort zone to gain an insight into the level of application required at university.   
 

Imad Salam - Silver 
Roxanne Efa-Quayson - Copper 
Emily Breithput - Copper 
Jessica Bryant - Copper 
Ben Dodwell - Copper 
Kei To Ho - Copper 
Joseph McLafferty - Copper 

BVGS

THE CAMBRIDGE CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE

THE STAAR COMPETITION

The STAAR (Summer Time  Advanced Aerospace Residency) Competition, organised by Northrop Grumman in
partnership with the RAF museum, is a challenging nationwide STEM project for Year 9 students. Out of many
schools, we (the Y9 team) managed to be one of the 4 schools that won this prestigious competition. To win, we had
to design a unique unmanned aerial vehicle, including all the equipment needed for the plane to run, and things like
weight and cost. It took hours upon hours of research, but we finally managed to put it all together into one detailed
UAV, aided by the CAD image made by our CAD team, and the drawings by our design team. 

W R I T T E N  B Y  Y U S U F  A H M E D  9 W

W R I T T E N  B Y  J O E S E P H  M C L A F F E R T Y  L 6

7



L6th Student Joshua Eager
The presentation was very informative and it

definitely made everyone think more deeply

about a really important issue that needs to be

addressed now. There is a lot that we can all do

to help the victims of abuse, harassment or

stereotyping, and the biggest takeaway from the

talk is that we should never stand by and allow it

to happen – there is always some way to help.

L6th Student Blessing Sowunmi
In my opinion, the presentation from MP Jess Phillips was informative, she used many

examples such as rating appearances and catcalling which ring true the experiences

of many girls and women in the school. It’s very important that we have started having

these conversations about gender equality because raising awareness is the key to

moving forward and taking action. In my English class the talk raised questions on

how we can all start taking steps to intervene and prevent toxic behaviours from

manifesting, like telling your friends that sexist and misogynistic jokes aren’t

acceptable and finding ways to provide support to the girls and women around us.

VIRTUAL VISIT FROM MP JESS PHILLIPS

PAUL HANNAFORD VISITS BVGS

L6th Student Katherine Wardle:
The presentation by MP Jess Phillips was very powerful and relatable

when explaining the power differences between men and women. I think

it clearly explained the issues with the unwanted, everyday criticism

women and teenage girls receive. Whilst it is sad to see that this topic is

still present in modern life, it is inspiring to see that people in the public

eye, such as Jess Phillips, are passionate about making a difference.

On  Wednesday  1 4 th  Ju l y ,  Pau l  Hanna fo rd  v i s t ed  the  schoo l

( i n  per son )  to  sha re  h i s  s to r y  -  a  ha rd -h i t t i ng ,  i n s i gh t  i n to

the  l i f e  o f  add ic t i on ,  drugs  and  a l coho l  as  wel l  as

invo l vement  i n  gangs ,  kn i f e  c r ime  and  county  l i ne s .

L6th Student Riana Rughani:
I found it very insightful. It was a
thought-provoking session in how it
challenged stereotypes and gender
discrimination such as the phrase "boys
will be boys" is largely an insult towards
men as it suggests they cannot control
themselves, thus feeding the idea of toxic
masculinity, where men feel they have to
act in a certain way. Furthermore, the
talk demonstrated the inequalities of the
work place and how the public images of
women vary so drastically to that of men,
where certain behaviours are acceptable
for men, but not women. I found it to be a
valuable experience and it really will help
pave the way for further discussions on
the topics of equality and the strength of
diversity.

L6th Student Arjan Shoker
I believe the presentation we received was

informative, since it provided us with a

knowledgeable insight on the inequalities within

society, particularly towards Gender Inequality. It

was powerful by allowing us to understand the

aspects of society in which groups of people are

mistreated without reason, while also explaining

how there is a clear divide in the world of work,

where men are more inclined to have more

successful jobs than women, despite having the

same, or potentially worse qualifications as their

female counterparts. The presentation was

inspiring and motivated me to assist in achieving

a, much coveted, equal society. 
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OUR STUDENTS

ART STAR OF THE WEEK 2021ART STAR OF THE WEEK 2021

W R I T T E N  B Y  M R S  H E E R

The final ‘Art Star of the Week 2021’ is Joshua Key.

A hugely talented young artist, Joshua often

completes his work to a level beyond that set by

the subject. His commitment and skills are

beyond his peers, a student definitely ready for

GCSE successful. In this term students have been

learning about Optical Art. They have been

inspired by Victor Vasarely’s optical zebra

illusions. Joshua work captivates this to an

exceptional level, including an optical

environmental for the animal too. Well done, and

keep enjoying your creative learning Joshua!

JOSHUA KEY 9W

INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMYINTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMY

OLYMPIAD UK TEAM FINALISTOLYMPIAD UK TEAM FINALIST

W R I T T E N  B Y  M R  B R A D L E Y

This year saw Moonis Haider come joint first in

the country (out of 5,300 students) in the Physics

Olympiad Senior Challenge. He then went

through a selection camp to achieve a place on

the UK team competing in the International

Astronomy & Astrophysics Olympiad. Moonis is

one of just five lower-sixth students representing

the country’s brightest Astrophysicists in his age

group – quite the feat and huge congratulations

go to him. It is no surprise that he has set a

record for Bishop Vesey’s in progression in the

competition! We wish him all the best for the

next round of the competition over the summer.

MOONIS HAIDER L6I
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OUR STUDENTS

U15 200M CHAMPIONU15 200M CHAMPION

Ethan competed at the English Schools Track

and Field Championships 2021 on Sunday 11th

July and ended the day as U15 200m

champion. He won his 200m heat

comfortably with a new PB and fastest time

overall of 22.51. He then went on to run in the

final (in the picture) and came in first! 

He isn’t currently part of a running club, but

has been supported and trained by Royal

Sutton Coldfield Athletics Club for the past

month and the progression has been amazing

to watch. 

ETHAN MILLER 9R

SUTTON COLDFIELD

COMMUNITY GAMES

During the weekend of Saturday 10th and
Sunday 11th July, a number of our Lower 6th
students volunteered to assist with the running
of the annual Sutton Coldfield Community
Games. The event provides taster sessions for
young people to try a variety of sports and find
out how to join local clubs who offer those
activities. Our students took on a host of roles,
from handing out medals to dressing up as the
event mascot ‘Buddy’. A big thank you to Mr
Davies and Mr Goodwin who organised this
opportunity for our students.

"I write to express my gratitude to your year 12 students who volunteered at the Community
Games at the weekend...I would personally like to name Alicia and Liam who helped me on the

Saturday and Ella and Harry who helped on the Sunday. I am a business that provides music and
movement classes for young children and the volunteers totally embraced this. They were friendly

and welcoming, danced with me and the children the whole time, helped with cleaning props,
giving our stickers and my favourite part was when I took my turn in the centre of the arena, I

turned around and I had about 8 volunteers dancing away with me. "
- Amy Trappett, Moo Music Sutton Coldfield 
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It is often said that people come together most in the face of adversity. I think we all agree that this year
has been one of the most difficult, yet the charitable work and contributions made by students and the
wider Vesey community have been above and beyond. It is delightful to be able to reflect on all the
efforts made this year to such a large number of causes.

Following the voting on our annual House Charities, October saw our first of the six, Blue House’s
Fundraising Week, in support of the World Wildlife Fund for Nature. Year 9’s football tournament and
whole-school non-uniform day were used to raise funds. Meanwhile, as an observation of Black History
Month, Blessing Sowumni (L6) ran a bake (and other confectionaries!) sale to fundraise for OSCAR
Birmingham, who support individuals affected by Sickle Cell and Thalassaemia Disorders.

Throughout November, our Physics Technician, Julie Wadeson, was instrumental in a Shoe Box Appeal
for the homeless shelter in Aston Hotel, Witton. Students donated necessities like food and toiletries to
those more unfortunate than themselves, in difficult positions. Children in Need was held on 13th
November this year and at BVGS we raised an impressive £2,099.31 through a non-uniform day and
virtual quiz.

Alongside these efforts, this winter, led by Krishan Patel, Laura Jaison and Yuan Sagala (L6th), students
donated to Sutton Baptist Church Foodbank. In total, 991 items were collected. Emerald House’s
Fundraising Week was in December, supporting Cancer Research UK.

Our marvellous Giving Tree was set in the Gracechurch this December, with senior students completing
shifts, taking donations of children’s gifts and necessities from members of the public and the wider
community. Having begun last year, this initiative continued to be a tremendous success, supporting St.
Basil’s, Birmingham City Mission, The Salvation Army, as well as the YMCA. The Giving Tree is a wonderful
way within which we can share our work with the local community. We offer many thanks and
congratulations to all who contributed.

As we entered 2021, we were, of course, immediately locked down. This, however, did nothing to slow
down the efforts of Gold House’s Fundraising Week, in support of The UK Sepsis Trust. We are
encouraging students to support charities which mean something to them, and this is a perfect
example, Mr. Davies’s daughter, Aoife, having suffered from Sepsis at just nine weeks old. Joining in the
Sepsis Trust Winter 6hallenge, students were sponsored to complete activities involving the number six,
raising £2,449. In addition to this, Beth Winterbottom (U6) hosted a virtual quiz, raising £554. There was
the usual non-uniform day, as well as Adi Muthukumar’s ‘Baby Teachers School Quiz’, which raised £425.

Mirroring Gold House’s successes, Purple House’s Fundraising Week for Cancer Research UK was held in
February. Sponsorships for our Race for Life, completed by over one hundred students, raised £1,479,
which is in addition to the £1,130 made by a non-uniform day.

19th March saw the annual Comic Relief appeal, for which we were able to raise £1,037.48 through a non-
uniform day. In May, a group of L6 students held a bake sale in aid of Teenage Cancer Trust.

We all know that the urgency of the situation due to the pandemic grew and grew during the Spring,
and it is delightful to reflect on the response at Vesey, fundraising for the Asian Trust’s ‘Oxygen for India’
appeal. A non-uniform day, in addition to other events like a house football competition, raised £2,409.63.
Also, a huge congratulations to Chirag Guha (L6) who raised £1,200 from sponsorships for running his
first half-marathon.

Most recently, in July, White House have had their Fundraising Week for Cancer Research UK. A non-
uniform day raised £513.93, which is in addition to another successful Race for Life.

Upon reflection, we are very optimistic for next year’s efforts, and voting is underway for next year’s
House Charities. We hope to drive for not only monetary fundraising, but also education, equality and
more integration with the wider Vesey community. This year’s efforts are indebted to our amazing
Charity Captain, Pierce O’Reilly-Spears (U6), and his team, without whom, this work wouldn’t have been
possible. Once again, a huge congratulations and many thanks to all of you, the Vesey community, for
your efforts in what has been a very successful year.

CHARITY REPORT

W R I T T E N  B Y  M A T T H E W  M O N A G H A N  L 6 I V
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Mary first joined us as a volunteer with the 

Languages Department in September 2015. 

After this she became an employee as Clerk

to Governors in September 2016. Being new

to this role, she very quickly got to grips 

with the complexities of it, bringing

experience and knowledge from previous

employment, whilst also keeping governors, 

staff and myself regularly reminded of tasks 

we need to do!

Mary has whole heartedly thrown herself into the life of the school during the last 5 years and in

particular since the start of the pandemic. She volunteered to make PPE every week with Skye and

Andrea, helped with Lateral Flow Testing, undertook admin duties for the testing roll out to students, has

worked as an Invigilator, is part of the support staff team for Y9 bubble duties, and has accompanied

staff and students on trips.

For all this we are very grateful for her support and willingness to get involved in all aspects of school life.

We wish you the very best in your new role Mary and I am sure that you will be a great asset to your new

employer.

MARY MELLOR
W R I T T E N  B Y  M S  W A L L I S  

FOND FAREWELLS - VALETES

BESTBEST
WISHESWISHES

LYNNE PARTON
Lynne joined our happy bank of lunchtime

supervisors in June last year, she fitted in straight

away and soon became a very valuable member

of the team. We are all going to miss her,

especially her sense of humour.  We wish her all

the very best in her next venture. We will see her

again in September as she will volunteer again

for the admin team for student testing.

W R I T T E N  B Y  M S  F I E L D

OUR STAFF
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RUSSELL BOWEN
Russell Bowen joined Bishop Vesey’s Grammar

School in September 2013 as Deputy Headteacher

having previously worked at Pate’s Grammar 

School in Cheltenham. A Cambridge university

engineering graduate, Russell has made a 

fabulous contribution as a popular and inspiring

Mathematics teacher from Year 7 to STEP level. 

Outside of the classroom, Russell has been an

excellent leader, holding many important roles

 across the School, developing staff and taking

responsibility for academic and behavioural

standards at Key Stage 4, significantly improving GCSE performance. Russell is very much in

tune with our mission of inspiration and excellence. Through his efforts, we ran our first BVGS-

Chinese exchange, as well as leading ski trips and aspiration visits to Oxford University. He has

also run a weekly Strategy Board Game club.

It is as the lead for e-learning that Russell has probably had the most profound impact. Right

from his arrival, Russell has been a STEM advocate, supporting the introduction of ‘A’ level

Computing, and much improved technology for learning. He established Tech Comm, a

popular student group, championing innovation, which took an annual trip to the inspiring

BETT Show in London. 

Russell’s focus on technological innovation has served us well. Microsoft Teams was already

being trialled from September 2019. Thank goodness! This meant our switch to online Teams

learning from Friday March 13th 2020 was relatively straightforward. This, as I am sure we all

recognise, has been of huge benefit for all our students throughout the pandemic.

So thank you Mr Bowen. You have done a brilliant job here at BVGS. We will also miss your

humour, optimism, resilience and energy. These qualities will serve you well in your next role

as Head! 

Go well. Our loss is Camp Hill’s gain. 

W R I T T E N  B Y  M R  R O B S O N

ThankThank
youyou
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IAN BOUSFIELD
Mr Bousfield joined Bishop Veseys in 2010 as a

rowing coach and Master of Oars. Since then, a lot

has changed. Within a year Mr Bousfield’s natural

authority and calmness under pressure had clearly

caught the eye of the senior management and he

was deservedly promoted to teacher of Geography –

a role that he has held for the rest of his career here.

There are many staff at Vesey who can genuinely

claim to leave a lasting legacy, and through Rowing

Mr Bousfield has joined their ranks.  Over the decade

that he has been our Master of Oars, he has taught

W R I T T E N  B Y  M R  B O W E N

GAYNOR STOKES
We are sad to be saying goodbye to Gaynor at the end

of the year, but excited for her in the new chapter of

her life. She has worked hard to ensure that all

students at BVGS feel included and are able to work

towards reaching their potential. Gaynor joined BVGS

initially to work 1;1 with a student, she remained at

school when the student left and worked with the

wider SEND BVGS community. Gaynor is an integral

part of the team and is committed to the support of

all the students she works with. 

We will miss your patience and your calming

influence you have on the students (and staff!). I know

she has some amazing plans for her retirement and

we are looking forward to hearing all about them

(whilst being a little bit jealous!) Good luck Gaynor

and thank you for everything you have done.

W R I T T E N  B Y  M S  S L Y

GoodGood    LuckLuck

hundreds of boys and girls how to row, from scratch. He has created a culture amongst the rowers of hard

work, discipline and sporting integrity. He has almost single handedly built the sport from the ground up, to

the point of Vesey now being one of the top state schools for rowing in this country. Even with the countless

hours spent lakeside, his most significant act will be remembered by carrying out the wish of a disabled

widow, laying her rose in Powell’s Pool where her late husband’s ashes were scattered. This is a mark of Mr

Bousfield’s selfless nature, and it has had such far reach that the tweet has now had 176,000 likes and over

50,000 retweets. 

His impact goes far beyond rowing, though. He has been Head of Year to his beloved Year 11 students for four

successful years, he has run several superb ski trips alongside (the now) Mrs Bousfield and he has assisted on

countless other educational visits, including ski trips and rugby tours to Bardonecchia and Buenos Aires, the

Copacabana and Quebec. In the Geography Department he has ventured as far as Boswell Road and the

Bullring, and he has always been an enthusiastic and outstanding practitioner, taking pride in ensuring his

young scholars receive the very best lessons available to them.

Vesey will be much the poorer without him. We wish him well as he moves on to pastures new, and

congratulate him on a substantial promotion to becoming an Assistant Headteacher.  He is extremely fair,

measured and diligent in his work and this will serve him well at Newcastle-Under-Lyme School. It is a cliché

that you get out what you put in, but Ian has given so much to Vesey that he deserves the respect and love

that he receives: not only has he managed to secure a promotion, but also a wife!

We wish him and Mrs Bousfield the very best for a wonderful future together!
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RACHELLE GARDNER
My role as Finance & Business Support Officer includes

managing payments for trips, activities, match fees and

events via ParentPay. I provide admin and business support

to various projects around the school, and assist in

managing lettings on site. 

Outside of work I am rarely seen without my mini sidekicks,

my beautiful daughters aged 5 and 2. My hobbies inevitably

are their hobbies, with my oldest learning gymnastics I too

get to polish up my gambols, cartwheels, and headstands. I

do like time for me...a spa day is never far away. 

WARM WELCOMES

NATALIE HARRIS
I feel honoured to be a part of Bishop Vesey's

Grammar School, working as the Executive

Assistant for Mr Robson. I have had a busy career

working in Marketing, Travel, and as a Personal

Assistant. As you can see, I love food and I also

love travel. I spent one year living and working in

Chile (in the wine region), and would highly

encourage students to learn languages and see

the world!

HOLLY BOWLER
I joined the English Department back in January this

year as an Academic Mentor, and I am thrilled to be

continuing that role next year. My role involves working

with KS3 and KS4 students helping them to develop

core skills and build their confidence in English.

Primarily, I have been working with many of our GCSE

students, helping them to prepare for their exams in

summer. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with such a

supportive and inspiring team, and I am hoping to

continue my training and professional development to

become a fully qualified teacher in the future. 

Outside of work, I love to keep active. At the weekend, I

also teach ballet to students ranging all the way from 2

to 18 years of age! 
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The BVGS Corporate Partnerships Programme has grown throughout the last 12-months,

despite a year when the vast majority of in-person events have had to be cancelled. The

partnership offers local businesses, most who have key decision makers with a strong

connection to BVGS, a mutually beneficial relationship with the school whereby they get

exposure to the Vesey Community through advertising on the around the school site, on the

school website and by attending regular networking events. 

This year, the partnership has initiated nine new partnerships, including national companies

such as Irwin Mitchell and Quilter Cheviot. A list of our partners can be found here and

anyone interested in learning more about the programme should contact Brian Davies via

b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.

CAREERS
REPORT

Click here to view the Careers Report for 2021.

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
PROGRAMME

OUR COMMUNITY

W R I T T E N  B Y  M R  D A V I E S

INSPIRATION AND 
EXCELLENCE FUND

A huge thank you to all families that have continued to support the Inspiration and

Excellence Fund over the last 12-months. These funds allow the school to offer the

important, extra opportunities that our students receive that would not be possible on the

Government funding that we receive. These funds will be put to good use over the next 12-

months to completely refurbish an old science laboratory, develop a state of the art food

technology room and create additional classroom space. Next year we embark on building

even more classrooms and refurbishing existing and creating new changing room and

sports space in our sports hall. 

You can download a Standing Order form and find out more about the Inspiration and

Excellence Fund here. 

BVGS
PTFA

Click here to learn more about the PTFA
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rivalry as Bob captained Blue House and Phil the Red House teams. He was keen member of

the Debating Society and played the Duke of Northumberland in Henry IV Part 1 when the

school would put on a Shakespeare play at the end of each Christmas term.

Following the sixth form, Phil undertook a three year teaching course at St Paul’s College,

Cheltenham where he again excelled in rugby, cricket and football in the college teams and

by all accounts organised much of the college social life. Following in his mother’s footsteps,

Phil took up a teaching post at Tyning’s Lane School in Aldridge and in his spare time played

cricket and football. 

In 1967, Phil and Julie Hearn were married at Holy Trinity Church, Sutton Coldfield. Many of

those officiating were Old Veseyans. Julie was given away by her father Jim who had been

Chairman of the BVGS Parents Association in the late 50’s. Son Nicholas was born in 1975

and Jonathan secondly in 1979. Nicholas played at full back for England Rugby at U16 age

group and is now Chairman of Sutton Cricket Club and Jonathan captained Sutton

Coldfield rugby club and toured India and Pakistan with a Midlands cricket club side. Phil

was extremely proud of his sons and his four grandchildren. Julie and Phil celebrated their

golden wedding anniversary with family and friends at the OVA Memorial Ground in Little

Hardwick Road, Streetly. 

Phil became disillusioned with the financial rewards teaching offered whilst many of his

peers were clearly in occupations that were more rewarding. As a consequence, he joined

Proctor & Gamble followed by the Cheltenham & Gloucester Building Society and Birmid

Qualcast. Phil found Proctor & Gamble a huge learning curve mentored by some of the best

people in sales and marketing and many Veseyans obtained their first mortgages through

their friendly C&G manager! Following several years as an employee, Phil acquired a

franchise in Executive Search and Selection with Humana International/MRI Worldwide in

1994. He closed the franchise at the end of 2012 having set up Philip Baker Associates Ltd in

1998 and placed many candidates in many professional disciplines.

Two great friends, Peter Lawrence and Colin Hamilton, persuaded Phil to play for the Old

Veseyan Rugby Football Club which was based at the Memorial Ground in Little Hardwick

Road, Streetly. The pavilion, which was a second hand timber field hospital, was in a poor

state of repair. Sunday mornings were often spent hand mixing concrete and arranging

surplus milk crates to support sagging floor boards. 

PHILIP BAKER (OV 1953-1960) – A Tribute
How do you adequately describe a kind, loyal, supportive, gentle,

man, a loving husband father and grandfather, a business man

and a competitive all-round sportsman? All help to describe Phil

Baker, who sadly died on Wednesday 23rd June following a brave

fight with pancreatic cancer. All our thoughts are with his wife

Julie and sons Nicholas and Jonathan and their families.

Phil has been part of the Vesey community for many years firstly

as a successful student excelling in cricket and rugby gaining

county honours in both sports, as a red house leader, prefect and

1st XI captain in 1960. Phil and his contemporary Bob Mee, scored

many runs for the school, the Warwickshire Nursery XI and Sutton

Cricket Club 1st XI. It was house cricket that saw their greatest
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In 1971 Phil became 1st XV captain, a position he held for three years. A good standard of

rugby was sustained with fixtures against Moseley United, Coventry Extra and Gloucester

United, the second strings of the top rugby clubs of the time.

In 1971 the Club Chairman asked Phil to set up a development committee. Through various

functions and benefactors sufficient funds were raised and a new clubhouse was built. Phil

played a large role in raising funds and was often seen on a Saturday night as the resident

disc jockey! Phil was duly appointed Club Chairman and for the club to become sustainable

additional activities needed to be attracted to use the facilities and the Veseyan Sports and

Social Club was formed. In 1977 Phil chaired the rugby club section for two years and was

thereafter elected as a Life Member.

Phil’s association with the OVRFC has been long and eventful. Coincidental with much

further education being university centric and away from the Sutton Coldfield area, player

recruitment exclusively from Old Veseyans became impossible and the club “went open”.

With the advent of non-Veseyan exclusivity and professional rugby OVRFC subsequently

became Veseyans RFC.

Further fund raising was required in 1983 for refurbishment and heating improvements. A

fire in 1993 partially destroyed the Clubhouse and many of the original redevelopment team

sprang into action to secure replacements and repairs. In recent years the conversation with

Phil would inevitably return to the rugby club development which Phil regarded as one of

his notable achievements. Who would deny him that? 

Meanwhile, in 1988 Phil became the Old Veseyan Association representative to the School

Governors and became a School Governor in his own right after three years, serving until

1995. In 1987 he became Chairman of the Old Veseyan Association until 1990 and was

instrumental in increasing membership to over 1000 paid up members. He remained a

member of the OVA Committee until his passing.

Phil was appointed by the School as Foundation and Alumni Manager in 2012 and secured a

number of benefactors but it became clear that to raise the necessary funds for the

proposed STEM centre, professional fund raisers were required. Phil adapted the role to the

re-establishment of contacts with former students. In 2015 Phil was invited to become a

Vesey Ambassador “in recognition of your significant and outstanding contribution and

commitment over many years”.

In retirement, Phil would continue supporting the School at School concerts with Julie and

other friends and we would watch cricket and rugby at the Boswell Road sports field before

COVID put a stop to that. 

If philanthropy is simply measured in a love of mankind and practical commitment, then

Phil Baker was a true philanthropist.

It is hoped this brief synopsis rightly focuses on a fine man who voluntarily gave time to

causes he believed in and who remains respected and loved by many. He will be missed by

all who came into contact with him and whose life was enriched as a consequence.

Rest in peace old friend.

W R I T T E N  B Y  N I C H O L A S  H A M M O N D
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A New History of Bishop
Vesey's Grammar School

W R I T T E N  B Y  S T E P H E N  R O B E R T S

One morning in May 2019 I found myself walking across the quad at B.V.G.S. in the company of

Dominic Robson on our way to what used to be called in my time (1970-77) the headmaster’s

house.  Built in the early eighteenth century, it is the oldest part of the school and is now

unoccupied.  Now I love eighteenth century architecture and was very much looking forward to

seeing inside.  After a quick tour, we descended into the cellars.  This is where the school

archives are located.  “We’ve got big problems”, Mr Robson said to me as we walked over to

school house.  “It will take years to sort out.”  When I saw the archives, I couldn’t but agree.  They

were in a state of semi-organised chaos. Something had to be done.

I have recently been appointed honorary archivist at the school and it is my intention to work

through all the material that has been stored in the cellars.  I am hoping that by spring 2022 we

will have a clear idea of what is there and have put it all into some sort of order.

I should also point out that the school holds documents –

legal agreements and letters from headmasters – going

back to its foundation in the sixteenth century.  After

depositing material that I had inherited from my father from

his time at King Edward’s School in Birmingham in the late

1920s and early 1930s, I invited the archivist from that school

to inspect our archives.  She has very kindly placed in

archival boxes our early manuscript material.  This

historically-valuable material is now stored in a very secure

place.

I am an historian and have agreed with Mr Robson that,

after the organisation of our archives has been completed, I

will begin work on a new history of B.V.G.S. which will be

published to mark the school’s 500th anniversary in 2027.

We already have a two-volume history of the school

compiled over many years by Kerry Osbourne, who is a

friend of mine. This will remain the authoritative account of

the school, with its immense detail and reproduction of

many of the key documents. The new history that I am

embarking on will seek to present the story of the school in

an accessible fashion, with an emphasis on the many great

stories associated with B.V.G.S.

I should point out that I have already begun writing about the history of B.V.G.S. in a series of

short books about Sutton Coldfield between 1800 and 1914. These are published under the title

of Glimpses into Sutton’s Past and are available from Amazon, priced between £4.99 and £5.49. 

I am very pleased to be undertaking this work. And something else has greatly pleased me this

year. My book Webster & Horsfall & the Atlantic Cable (2019) has encouraged the OV Greg

Spawton to write a song about the subject for his band Big Big Train. ‘Atlantic Cable’ will appear

on Big Big Train’s new album ‘Common Ground’, released on 30 July, and will be performed live

at their show at the Symphony Hall on 18 March 2022.
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HAVE AN EXCELLENT SUMMER
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