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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL
Adapting to the ‘new normal’ is a phrase we hear all too often. However, it certianly is most
applicable in our first term welcoming all students back after school closure during Summer
Term 2020 due to COVID-19.

‘Open Like Never Before’ Extracurricular Life
The theme of this year’s Founder’s
Day. Find our Assembly inside.

Adapting our provision for a sociallydistanced school

New Term, New
Opportunities

Alumni Community

Reflections on a full school return
from our Vesey Community.

Paul Wallis, Chair of the OVA and
Stephen Roberts share their updates.

NEW TERM, NEW OPPORTUNITIES
BRINGING BVGS BACK TO SCHOOL
Dominic Robson, Headteacher
It has been excellent to be able to welcome our students back to school. Education ‘face to face’
provides enirchment in a way which is diffcult to replicate online. Additionally, I know that
socialising with their peers everyday and gaining some sense of normalcy in the world we live
in by returning to school has helped many of our students, and staff, immensely.
Since returning to school, flexibility and adaptibily have been key to enable continuity of
learning for all students. Some are shielding, some were asked to self-isolate and on two
occasions we have sent whole year groups home due to two positive cases in those ‘bubbles’.
This has meant teachers being able to quickly adapt, moving from onsite to online teaching from
lesson to lesson. This has been integral to the school continuing to provide an Inspirational and
Excellent education to all students.
Even in these uncertain times, we all striving for, and achieving, these values. It has been
wonderful to walk round school every day and to see the diligence of our students. I have been
delighted to congratulate so many of them this week on having attained an excellent record of
having 0 behaviour points to their name!
There has been plenty of interesting learning in evidence. It has been a joy to see how well
students are progressing, from Mandarin to Maths and English to the separate three sciences all
students now study from Year 7.
The library continues to be at the heart of school life, with a new ‘Click and Drop’ system,
supporting our voracious student readers.
At the same time, Music and Drama lessons have re-started and Mr. Buxton is filling the Clive
Richards Music Centre at break, lunch and after school with the sound of our many ensembles.
New this year is also our Big School based socially distanced orchestra and Funky Bishops.
Meanwhile, Mr. Howell and the sport team are ensuring an excellent variety of rugby, hockey
and netball coaching. Cross country is seeing a boom too, especially at Senior level.
Overall, a successeful half-term here at Bishop Vesey’s Grammar Schoool. In our near 500 year
history, never before were we ordered to close. It has been a truly remarkable time in all of our
lives, and I am sure many challenges still lie ahead. However, I am Inspired by the Excellence of
our Vesey community in the face of adversity. Well done everyone and enjoy a truly wellearned half-term.

1

MOVING TO BVGS IN ‘UNPRECEDENTED’ TIMES
Chloe Allsopp L6III
As an external applicant, most of the image of what the Bishop
Vesey’s Grammar School Sixth Form experience would be like, came
from the November Open Evening last year.
Obviously at the time the Coronavirus pandemic had not begun,
therefore schools were open, and my biggest worries (like many
others) were my mock exams and coursework deadlines. What felt
like thousands of prospective students crowded into the hall to listen
to a series of talks on what it would be like to be student at BVGS in
September. I remember leaving the open evening euphoric in my
conviction that this was the school that would be best for me.
Over the summer, however, much of my initial excitement turned to doubt- many of my close
friends chose to remain at Sutton Girls (my old school) for their A levels, especially due to the
pandemic. An intense, rushed atmosphere hovered over the last few days of Y11, heightening
emotions and suddenly testing my willingness to say goodbye - we had expected to have
months left before we had to fully confront and deliberate our next steps in education, instead
we received a frantic day of signing shirts and a cancelled prom. I spent much of the summer
changing my mind daily, constantly creating detailed pros and cons lists in hope it would aid
my decision.
In the end, I am glad I went with my initial gut feeling and chose to accept my place at BVGS. I
believed that moving schools would be ultimately beneficial for me in terms of education and
confidence. So far, I have not been proven wrong.
Academically, the sixth form transition is going very well - lessons are engaging and the courses
are interesting. Teachers have been incredibly patient and accommodating when dealing with
a cohort of 16-year olds who have had 6 months off school, without taking GCSE exams, and
can barely remember how to hold a pen, let alone write an essay at A-level standard. Many of
my anxieties about making the jump to A-level are gone, while the content is at a much higher
level and there is a far bigger workload, it is a relief to be able to know that I am academically
back on track and feeling prepared for this next challenge. This new reassurance has provided
me with more confidence and clarity even considering the current climate of uncertainty and
fear. The upheaval of starting a new school clearly is not solely academic. While a fresh start can
be exciting, it is also difficult adjusting to an environment full of new people. Necessary safety
measures have at times not fully helped this (e.g. shortened lunch and form times giving less time
to socialise).
However, in this aspect things seemed to be the way they have always been
and after the inevitable awkwardness, myself and the other students are slowly settling in.
Pastoral support for students has been excellent, with teachers always on hand for questions
and help.
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There are unfortunate consequences of the Coronavirus crisis within the school; many of the
extracurricular activities have had to be cut, aiming towards reducing the risk of a Covid
outbreak. This also means access to the library and the Hub and anywhere other than the
Sports Hall for supervised study has gone for free periods, as well as enrichment options like
external volunteering being almost impossible.
However, the school has provided some effective solutions - e.g. the Library operates an
online book ordering service in which they are delivered to your form room., without
needing to leave your year group bubble. The bubble system has helped inadvertently in
other ways as well, only having to navigate the Stem Block has made it much harder to get
lost around an entirely new school.
Simple protections like wearing masks in the hallways and wiping down desks have become
regular, ingrained tasks, while obviously making the school a safer place. Personally, this
also creates a feeling of more security and control, helping to combat enhanced feelings of
fear and anxiety.
Undoubtedly the Vesey experience for the current year 12 is quite different to the version we
expected, however many of the key opportunities and skills the school promoted to us last
year are still intact now.

‘OPEN LIKE NEVER BEFORE’

This year’s Founder’s Day Assembly

Making a big decision like moving to a new school is not easy, and in the end I decided to
choose the most challenging option. I believe that the support and opportunities provided by
the school have helped hugely with settling in to Sixth form in general - especially important
this ‘unprecedented’ year.

YEAR 9: THIS TERM IN ART

Ateeb Ikram, 9G

This term Year 9 have been developing their
understanding of the history of different cultures through
exploring cultural artefacts: such as masks. We wanted to
share a few images of their work with you here.

Karam Virdi, 9G

Rivan Mitra, 9G
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FOUNDER’S DAY 2020
For the first time in recent Vesey history, we are delighted that through our virtual format,
we can share the Founder’s Day ceremony with all of the Vesey community. This year’s theme
is ‘Open Like Never Before’ as we share thoughts and reflections on the recent global
pandemic and a sentiment of hope for the future. Please find the video, which was shown to
all students in their form on Friday 23rd October, by following the link below.

LINK TO FOUNDER’S DAY 2020

Photos taken from Holy Trinity Church,
where the Founder’s Day service is
usually held.

The tomb of John Vesey, the Founder of
Bishop Vesey's Grammar School.
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EXTRACURRICULAR LIFE
THE MARTIN GILBERT HISTORY
COMPETITION
Before entering this competition, Winston
Churchill seemed, to me, a figure very much
embedded in the past. Balding, surly and
traditional. Hunched in a big chair with a cigar
between his teeth. During lockdown, I entered the
Sir Martin Gilbert History competition, where I
discovered that there was so much more to this
man: he had foresight, was a natural leader and
incredibly talented - especially in the art of speech making. Although, for some, he is a
controversial figure in regards to his treatment of India, he is, without doubt, one of the greatest
Prime Ministers this country has ever had.
For the Sir Martin Gilbert History competition, I had to write an essay on an aspect of Winston
Churchill’s life. This could be anything from his stance against the Soviet Union or his antiappeasement views before the Second World War. Part of what made this competition so
special was that all those who entered were given access to the Churchill archives: a selection of
contemporary telegrams and letters relating to Churchill, throughout his life. It was very
interesting work and I felt privileged to be able to access such personal resources.
My own essay was an exploration of Churchill’s ‘special relationship’ with America. I used
information about the Cold War (which I had learnt from GCSE history) to express the mutual
fears that they had about the USSR. However, through a telegram in the Churchill archives, I
discovered Churchill’s admiration for the USA and how he had valued and exploited the
relationship, on a personal and political level.
Although lockdown now seems very far away, I was thrilled to receive an email last week and
found that I came in the top ten entries nationally. I feel very lucky to have studied at least an
aspect of this great figure in British history.
Emily L6I

Last Summer, Will Cowley, Harry Graves
and I collectively formed Team Faraday. The
competition provides 16-18 year olds with
the chance to engage in the world of
aerospace engineering by creating a design
solution to a real world aviation problem.

SCHOOLS’ AEROSPACE
CHALLENGE
Omar Ahmed U6
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This year’s challenge was to explore,
compare and contrast the various Hybrid
Power alternatives and include the most
suitable in a new Tactical Airlift capability for
the RAF. We investigated and analyzed
multiple different solutions.
These included combining an avgas combustion engine with a lithium ion battery or a hydrogenpowered energy source. By balancing the pros and cons of cost, efficiency, and environmental
sustainability, we were able to conclude with one solution. This included an avgas combustion
engine which works with a lithium ion battery. However, the creativity in our proposal came in
the way this battery was to be charged. We devised two methods; one method used an exhaust
energy recovery system (which implemented a thermoelectric generator) to charge the lithium
ion battery mid-flight. This worked with a solar-powered charging station to charge the li-ion
battery whilst stationary. These two methods ensured that the li-ion battery would be charged
for a large amount of time so as to combat charge running out.

After submitting our project, we later found out that we were successful in placing in the top 12
teams in the UK. We progressed to the next stage, a week’s long work experience placement at
Cranfield University Campus. This would have taken place in the summer of 2020, however due
to the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, has been postponed to 2021. Our abilities were instead
judged based on a ZoomTM call interview, in which we had to present our ideas on to a panel of
engineers. Despite one of our team members experiencing WiFi connectivity issues, we were
successful in this phase of the competition, and placed in the top 6 teams, winning us £1000. To
determine which team was to be overall winner, a further presentation was scheduled for
November 2020 at the Institute of Mechanical Engineers in London. This was also unfortunately
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and so the winner and runners up were determined
based on the already completed ZoomTM interviews. Our team placed 2nd in the country.
To conclude, this experience has provided us with invaluable knowledge about aerospace
engineering in particular, and has allowed us to develop our practical skill sets preparing us for
studying engineering at university. We urge any younger aspiring engineers to take part in this
competition so that they can have the same enriching experience that we did.

Above: Exhaust Energy Recovery

Circuit Diagram for a Solar Cell
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Read our student-led magazing by following the link here:
https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/1527magazine-FINAL.pdf

1527 MAGAZINE DEBUT
From the Interns of 2019
Our business and charity Interns from Year 12 in 2019/2020 pioneered the very first edition
of their own 1527 magazine.
Using their imagination and skills polished through their Intern experience, they devised
the format and created the visual and textual content with their perspectives on events and
activities during the year.
This edition was due to be published in Spring 2020 but unfortunately Covid-19 delayed its
launch.
We now publish it in full although some of the events referred to were cancelled due to
Lockdown restrictions.
The next edition will be prepared for publication in Spring 2021 with our new Year 12
Interns carrying the baton onwards in true Veseyan style.
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CHARITY AT BVGS
Charity work is an essential part of Vesey
life. The school donates to a variety of
different charities, that all benefit from
the generosity of staff and students alike.
Charity week ran from Monday 12th to
Friday 16th October and incorporated a
huge variety of events.
For Year 7 and Year 13 these were 2
separate cake sales. Year 8 got creative
and opted for sweets in a jar. This threw
many people into a loop as it remains one
of the harder tasks to accurately
complete. Year 9 had a week long
football tournament. Set up on the astro pitch, it attracted a lot of attention and healthy competition
between students.
On Tuesday 13th, the Year 11’s penalty shootout was hosted. All competitors donated to charities
such as the World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF).
Inspired by the classic strategy game, the Lower Sixth helped contribute to the school’s grand total
of £1,408.93 through Battleships! Over the span of 2 days during lunch time, students tried their
luck in sinking the winning ship for a grand prize of a £10 Amazon Gift Voucher and more. Many
tried, but only one succeeded, Jason Gu with his lucky coordinate R1. Congratulations!
Thank you to all who organised and took part in charity week. You’ll hear more from us about
future charity events soon!
Catherine McCormack, Zaid Bawany and Raj Sandhu (Year 12 Charity Interns)
Charity Captain Pierce
O’Reilly-Spears shares his
update with you on this first
term, and shares plans for
next term via a video. Click
here to watch it.

Upcoming Charity Events to look forward to in the next term:
 Children in Need Non-uniform Day Friday 13th November
 Launch of BVGS Giving Tree Wednesday 25th November
 Emerald House Fundraising Week for Cancer Research UK 7th – 11th
December (Non-uniform day for all Years on Tuesday 8th December)
 Christmas Jumper Day for Crisis Friday 11th December
 Last Day of BVGS Giving Tree Tuesday 22nd December
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SPORTS ROUND-UP
Mr. Howell, Director of Sport

Sport and PE has been very different as you can imagine this half term but the students have been
excellent in adapting to the new types of activities and methods of delivery that we have have had
to adhere to. There are currently no fixtures for any of the sports and the extra-curricular
programme is also significantly reduced due to the new school timetable. That said, we have
managed to see all of our students get back into some form of regular exercise as part of the
education they receive at school. Most importantly, everyone has the chance to be active and
participate. We have to be creative as a department and there has been more emphasis on fitness
and using minimal equipment such as foot golf, foot rounders to name a few.
Next half-term we can look forward to an increasing array of house activities which will allow our
students to experience some levels of competitiveness.

9

DRAMA TAKES CENTRESTAGE
Mrs. O’Dowd, Drama Lead
Drama Lessons
We are delighted to be able to offer socially distanced non-contact Drama lessons this term.
Year 7 and 8 have been investigating Mrs Grimstone who lives alone in the very creepy Darkwood
Manor. She has offered the villagers £50.00 each to spend the night in her house. She says that this
is to prove that the house is not haunted, but can she be believed? Everyone is feeling rather
nervous about accepting - but curiosity may get the better of them! We are exploring many
different elements of drama, both creating and performing, and the boys are growing in confidence
each week. Many of them have never been taught drama by specialists before, so there is a steep
learning curve, but the work produced is improving rapidly and starting to impress us.
Year 9 and 10 have been looking at the genre of 'Disaster movies', a theme which allows them to
stretch their imaginations, whilst developing more advanced direction and performance skills.
We still have spaces available in our Year 9 and 10 class. If you would like to join please come and
speak to Mrs O'Dowd, Miss Brown or Miss McGrail in Big School on a Monday or Tuesday.
Speech Lessons
Speech lessons have worked extremely well this term despite the challenges of COVID and our
new venue - Big School. The older boys have already started work on their LAMDA (London
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts) exams. Year 10 will be tackling Bronze medal Grade 6,
which is a post GCSE qualification, and the first of the LAMDA exams carrying UCAS points
(University entrance points). Our Year 12 students are exploring Silver medal, Grade 7, building
on outstanding results at Grade 6, which will look fantastic on the students' CVs and personal
statements. Our younger speech students have been working on performance pieces which they
have been presenting to each other in lessons. Year 7 have been presenting pieces such as The
Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll and an extract from The Ice Monster by David Walliams. We hope they
have enjoyed creatively working on these as much as we have. The Year 8 and 9 pupils have been
exploring two different LAMDA syllabi, Speaking Verse and Prose and Public Speaking. These
two exams offer different skills, the first encouraging an in-depth exploration of literature and
performance skills, the second giving students the opportunity to write and present speeches of
different types and to different audiences.
We have now received most of the certificates for the LAMDA exams that the boys took in the
summer. What an incredible display of resilience, hard work and talent to achieve such fantastic
marks despite the very unusual circumstances! There was an 100% pass rate, and an astounding
86% pass with Distinction overall. We couldn't be prouder of all the boys and what they have
achieved.
If you are interested in Speech or Drama lessons, please contact admin@centrestageschool.org.uk
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THE MUSIC GOES ON
Mr. Buxton, Director of Music
Music has always played a significant role in life at BVGS: whether that’s in taking Individual
music lessons, taking part in countless ensembles, or even whole-class music lessons. This year,
our Music Department is still full of life, albeit having had to make many changes! With Perspex
screens in practice rooms, frequent hand sanitising, social distancing, and keyboard wiping, we
are all working very hard to help keep ourselves and others safe during the pandemic, whilst
still being able to enjoy making music.
Despite these barriers and difficulties, both face-to-face peripatetic music lessons and ensemble
rehearsals have been able to go ahead. For both new and old Veseyans, this has been rather
unusual, as musicians typically sit near those who share their instrument; due to year group
bubbling, we sadly cannot sit with others as we would in a typical ensemble, instead, sitting with
those in our year group, and therefore remaining Covid-19 secure.
We are extremely fortunate to be at a school in which music is valued, enabling us to be one of
the very limited number of schools. To be able to play as an ensemble in this way, especially
bearing in mind that many of us have not played our instruments with others since March- the
last Funky Bishops rehearsal being 19th March!
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OLD VESEYAN ASSOCIATION
Welcome Old Veseyans to the October 2020 edition of The Veseyan. I hope you enjoy it. Sadly,
as we all know only too well, we are still firmly in the grip of the coronavirus. It is greatly
restricting "normal" life and makes it difficult to focus on anything else. It has not been possible
to publish a hardcopy version of The Veseyan this year but given a fair wind, we aim to
publish one before Christmas that will contain as much as possible from all the previous
electronic editions. Hopefully a Christmas annual !
The pandemic has made me realise more than ever that we must move as quickly as possible to
only delivering The Veseyan electronically. I appreciate that if you are reading this you have
already provided us with your email address. Please encourage anyone you know, who you
think may not have, into giving us an email address so this can happen.
Stephen Roberts has edited articles for The Veseyan for over 2 years but cannot continue to do
so from the end of the year. I would like to thank Stephen very much for all his efforts. It is a
difficult job and he has produced some fantastic, interesting, entertaining work. Going forward
we need a new editor so if anyone would like to volunteer please get in touch.
The whole OVA committee needs new members as well,
starting with Chairman. I will soon be going into my sixth year
- it should be a 3-year position. Please come forward - the
association cannot continue in its current form without new
committee members.
Keep well.
Paul Wallis,
Chairman of the OVA

NEWS AND UPDATES
Stephen Roberts, Editor of the OVA Section of The Veseyan
The Grand Old Lady of Sutton Coldfield - officially known as Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School will be marking her 500th birthday in 2027. So expect a few dips into our story here in The Veseyan …
Hands up if you’ve heard of Dr Johnson? Excellent, that means all of you were paying attention in
Phil Walmsley’s history classes. Dr Johnson, of course, was born in Lichfield, in Breadmarket Street
on 7 September 1709 to be precise. You can still see the family house. Educated at the grammar school
and Pembroke College, Oxford, he was on the look-out for a job … & B.V.G.S. seemed just the place.
So Sam applied … & was rejected! Yes, the compiler of the first English dictionary was turned down
for a post at B.V.G.S. Though B.V.G.S. has a very rich archive, Sam’s application hasn’t survived but it’s such a good yarn that we think it should be kept going!
12

So I asked former Vesey staff, what they would have done if they had been rejected like
Johson…
John Harvey (former Headteacher): I would probably have stayed in education, but not
necessarily in a traditional school or college. I had often worked with the armed services,
especially the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force and might well have enjoyed a career with
them as an educational advisor. I would have loved to have conducted a symphony orchestra,
but sadly lacked the necessary talent!
Marie Clarke (former Headteacher): At the time of my appointment in 1988 I was interested in
and involved in the debate concerning a new model for the inspection of schools to replace HMI
– so I think I might have ended up running Ofsted!
Jerry Fenwick (Chemistry master, 1975-8): As a boy who was interested in science, I was
fascinated by space travel. I was enthralled by the first moon landing of 1969 and the film ‘2001’
remains one of my favourites to this day. In 1975, when I had my B.V.G.S. interview, the Apollo
missions were in the very recent past and it seemed likely that space exploration would continue
with the distinct possibility that colonies would be established on the moon and even Mars.
With this in mind, if I had been rejected by B.V.G.S., I think I would have liked to have trained
as an astronaut. I was young, physically fit-ish, and, as a chemist, would have been able to
analyse the different soil and rock samples of an alien world. So, there you have it: there but for
fortune I could have been floating aimlessly around in a hostile environment with little idea of
what I was doing. Instead I …
We have received a further instalment of memoirs from Tom Madden. This time he writes
about his participation in music in Sutton Coldfield the 1930s. Here’s a short extract from what
he has to say about the music master Harold Gray and musical activities he was involved in at
B.V.G.S.
We met Harold in our first class. 2a II’s acquaintance with him began with a quick test of vocal
competence, permitting the tone deaf, known as the ‘growlers’, to sit out the class quietly,
getting on with their homework. His grand piano stood to the left of the dais in Big School, and
our chairs occupied the area now screened off on that side. Here too were held the rehearsals
of the school orchestra, in which one of friends played a particularly scratchy cello and the
violins (including me) were no better. The orchestra managed one public performance: a single
movement of a Mozart symphony (somewhere between 39-41), together with other short works
… As music director Harold and ‘Boss’ Jones were mainly responsible for the biennial
performances of Gilbert and Sullivan … Impressive team work was required: soloist and choral
rehearsals with Harold, movement and staging by ‘Boss’ and classes in deportment (for the
young ladies) by Mrs Jones and Mrs Nevill Godrich (Nevill was her husband’s first name, hers
was Gladys)
Tom’s recollections are beautifully-written and full of interesting stories. We will be placing
them in the school archives.
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Martha Davis has received a request for information about Peter Robert Wheeler who was
in the sixth form at B.V.G.S. from 1960-62.
If you can help, please contact Martha:
M.Davis@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
Do you remember?
Fog: The story went that if the headmaster couldn’t see the railway line by 1 pm from middle
field then we would all be allowed to go home. We never were.
Headmaster’s Detention List: It went up just before morning break on the headmaster’s
notice board outside Big School every Thursday morning. The names of the detainees were
there for all to see, always written in blue ink by the headmaster himself. Oh, the
embarrassment …
Headmaster’s Garden: This was out-of-bounds, but you still crept in, didn’t you? By the
1970s this was still pretty much neglected, but the fruit trees were still there and the lawn
was mowed. Remember the magnificent cedar tree? It’s gone now just like Gerard Manley
Hopkins’ Binsley Poplars, which you read about in the room set aside for A Level Eng. Lit.
that overlooked the garden.
Latin: By the end of your first week at B.V.G.S. one thing you were certain to be able to do
was decline the Latin verb ‘to love’. Bishop Vesey would have been proud of us. And five
years later Don Hardy was introducing you to the wonderful verse of Catullus & Juvenal.
Don’s Latin room is now the headmaster’s office!
Pond: Ah, yes the pond outside the Biology lab. It was the home of the school’s goldfish. It
is believed that the school no longer own any goldfish. They are gone and so is their pond.
It is now filled in. It needs pots with shrubs in them on it, Mr R …
Saturday Morning Detention: There were certainly better places to be on a Saturday
morning between 9 am and 11 am morning than at B.V.G.S. Well, what did you expect if
you repeatedly ate in Chemistry? This punishment was abolished in 1972.

Wishing all of the Vesey Community a Happy Half Term,
Dominic Robson, Headteacher.

