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The Veseyan

This has been an unprecedented term in Vesey
history. As a school community, we have come
together to face the challenges that Covid19 has
posed us. While these challenges are far from
over, I am looking forward to September and
welcoming our students back through the Vesey
gates.
Dominic Robson, Headteacher.
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
Sharing September Plans

Dominic Robson, Headteacher

I wanted to open this edition of the Veseyan by sharing our plans for a whole school return in
September. It is so important that all of our students and parents are aware of the changes to the
school day which will be in place for the safety of everyone onsite. The health and safety of our
community has always been the foremost priority during these times.
The summary of the changes which will be implemented are:
 Students will be in year group ‘bubbles’ and social distancing, where possible, within these
bubbles will be encouraged.
 Each bubble will have a zone of the school. Teachers will move around these zones to limit
the amount of movement around the school. Other than for subjects which need access to
specialist equipment, such as Art, Science and Computing. These rooms will be subject to
additional cleaning protocols.
 Staggered arrival and departure times.
 Increased cleaning onsite: before, during and after school hours.
I sent a whole school letter, on Thursday 9th July, which goes into great detail about how the school
will be safely welcoming back all students in September, including how ‘bubbles’ will operate. I
sent out an updated version of this letter to all parents on Thursday 16th. Please find the most
recent version linked here.
I wanted to share with you information regarding a review of culture at BVGS, which we will start
in September, as part of our ongoing commitment to championing equality.
We have had valuable and positive discussions on racism and other forms of discrimination in recent
weeks, which have helped us identify how we improve the student experience at BVGS.
We have initiated a number immediate changes, including broadening the diversity of texts studied
in English at KS3. However, a review group will work for the first half-term to identify if there is
more we could do. This group will include parents, governors, staff and former students.
As we come to the end of the academic year, I want to pay tribute to the whole Vesey communitystudents, staff, parents, governors and Old Veseyans who have all played their part to ensure the
continued good health of our school. It may not have been an easy year, but it has certainly been
memorable and within it, there has certainly been inspiration and excellence in our local and wider
community.
Looking forward, a summer holiday awaits. I hope this will give you all the opportunity to make
precious and cherished memories. I look forward to the new term with optimism, and sincerely look
forward to the progress we can make for both our students and culture.

Until we next meet,
Dominic Robson, Headteacher at BVGS.
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Introducing the New Officer Team
The Student Leadership System at BVGS gives students the opportunity to actively shape school events,
culture, and ensure the student voice is present in the decisions SLT makes. The team for the next
academic year are:
School Captains:
Beth Winterbottom
Harry Mills

Mental Health Officers:
Jay Mittal
Ella Ward

Deputy School Captains:
Dorna Hamed Barghi
Freddie Coleman

Equality Officers:
Elizabeth Short
Niamh Dennis

Presidents of the School Council
Segert Jensema
Kiran Kalsi

Sustainability Officer
William Jackson

Charity Team
Pierce O’Reilly Spears – Charity Captain
Eli Nix – Deputy Charity Captain
Ben Thorn – Charity Officer
Chloe Harrison – Charity Officer

Communications Officer/School Council
Olivia Sheargold

House Leaders
House Co-ordinators: Charlie Richards & Lucy Slay
Blue House Captains: Olly Curwen & Eden Gilby
Emerald House Captains: Will Cowley & Alice Jones
Gold House Captains: Toby Page & Isobel Smith
Purple House Captains: Yemi Adeboyejo & Sarah Gallagher
Red House Captains: Dan Jones & Nancy Tibbins
White House Captains: Jack Lees & Daisy Grigg
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Charity Team Hits the Ground Running!

Over the weekend of the 19th June, the
student led charity team participated in a
number of fantastic fundraising initiatives
under the theme of ‘1527’: the year in
which BVGS was founded.
A member of staff and a Governor also
joined them and each member of the team
chose how to interpret the 1527 theme.
From physical challenges, such as Segert
and Reinart Jensema’s 15 hour 27 minute
walk, to Freddie Coleman’s 1,527 star
jumps to more creative challenges,
involving Lucy Slay’s 152.7m embroidery
floss keychains and Beth Winterbottom
selling 1,527 cakes. Piers O’Reilly-Spears
also shaved his lockdown hair and beard!
In total, 17 students all took on their own
1527 challenge to raise money for the NHS
Heroes Charity.
They have now raised 79% of their £1,527
target. Should you wish to donate to
support our NHS Heroes, please find the
JustGiving
link
here:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
bvgs1527
We look forward to seeing more great
initiatives from them in the new term.

Alongside the Charity Team initiatives, we have been
amazed by how many of our students have been
raising money to support the NHS and other charities.
Lots of them have come up with creative challenges,
such as Freddie and Arthur who did a 4 day, 4000 rep
challenge, inspired by the 4,000 beds in the
Birmingham Nightingale. Archie, pictured left, walked
125 miles for his fundraiser and Rajan, far left raised
money for Birmingham Mind.
It has been wonderful to hear stories of how our
students are using their time during lockdown to help
support charitable causes.
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SUMMER TERM 2020
An Open School During Lockdown Dominic Robson, Headteacher
For those who may not have closely followed the developments and changes in provision of
education since schools were ordered to close ‘for the vast majority of pupils’ from Monday 20 th
March, I wanted to share with you how our school: teachers, students and parents, adapted to a new
way of learning and teaching.
At BVGS we never closed our school gates. Initially, staying open only for children of keyworkers.
Towards mid-June, we were able to extend our onsite provision and offer lessons to students in Years
10 and 12. By late June, we were permitted to offer onsite opportunities to further groups, and so
Year 8 came back onsite for Spanish lessons, and Year 9 for Biology, Geography and Spanish.
Of course, delivering lessons via Microsoft Teams never stopped during this period. And through
our intensive staff training, which was ongoing during lockdown, we were able to offer more diverse
sessions on Teams: including live lessons, pre-recorded lessons, virtual form time, virtual quizzes
and of course, speaking groups for languages students.
Thanks to Mr. Buxton and his work with Services for Education, peripatetic music lessons were held
virtually during lockdown.
In July we welcomed Year 11 and 13
back onsite, for a socially distanced
book and locker key drop-off. It was sad
to have to say goodbye to our Year 13s
in this way, but we look forward to a
time where we can once again all gather
together to give them an appropriate
celebration of their time at Vesey that
they deserve.
With regard to their Results Days,
results will be delivered via email, and
staff will be onsite all day for drop-in
sessions for those students wishing to
discuss their results.
We link these letters which have been sent out to parents’ email addresses, and in the weekly
newsletter, for those wishing to have a reminder of these details:
Year 11: Centre Assessed Grades and Results Day
Year 13: Centre Assessed Grades and Results Day
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BVGS Led on Local Schools Initiative to provide PPE
During first months of the Covid19 pandemic
arriving to the UK, there was a nationwide PPE
crisis. In addition to donating all of the PPE
from the school labs to Good Hope Hospital,
Mrs. Bowen, Head of DT, spotted a further
opportunity to help support keyworkers
working on the frontline. She realised we could
use our laser cutters are school to manufacutre
face visors, and also plastic clips, which the
elastic of masks can be attached to, to stop
chafing.
The first set of face mask clips were produced during the
Easter holidays. Mrs. Bowen, and our DT Technician
Miss Gregory, worked tirelessly on this project
throughout Easter, and by the end of the Easter holidays
had produced 697 face mask clips and 684 visors.
They both realised the project had further scalability if
they were able to secure manufacturing and printing
support from other schools. Fairfax, Plantsbrook, Wilson
Stuart, The Streetly Academy, Q3 Great Barr, Arthur
Terry, John Willmott, Stockland Green and Great Barr
academy were more than happy to help, and supported
in a number of ways. They gave staff time to help
assemble the visors, used their laser cutters, sourced
materials and helped find frontline settings who were in
need of PPE.
Sutton Town Council heard about the initiative, and
thanks to a generous grant from them, the schools were
able to purchase materials to make the visors. They also
benefited from generous donations from the Vesey
community. Thank you to OVs, staff and parents who
donated generously.
BVGS was used as the logistics hub for the visors. All the
visors would be delivered to Room 50, where they would
then be checked, bagged up, and distributed to the places in
need. This required a weekly team of 9 members of staff.
In total, we, together we provided and delivered 6,375
visors to 102 frontline settings, and 1,087 face mask clips,
delivered to 14 frontline settings.
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Careers in a Virtual World Mrs. N. Ashby
The Pandemic has meant that many careers activities planned for the summer term were postponed
or cancelled, including mentoring schemes, summer schools, work experience, workshops,
masterclasses, subject taster and open days.
BVGS students have however shown great resilience, proactivity and adaptability by embracing a
multitude of virtual activities over the last 12 weeks, and many have plans for yet more over the
Summer holidays.
Year 12 students have joined subject specific Teams (Accountancy/Finance, Law, Medical, Oxbridge,
STEM) where resources relevant to their particular needs and requirements have been posted since
lockdown. They have been preparing their UCAS applications and drafting personal statements.
Students have been directed to subject specific lectures and taster days relevant to their interests and
goals. Daily and weekly reminders of these events have been shared with the students through
Teams, school email and the @BVGSCareers Twitter page.
Students have further sought insights into the World of Work though virtual work experience/insight
days and weeks, with a variety of organisations including the NHS, PwC, HSBC, UBS and Fusion.
Through these experiences they have gained insights into professions they are keen to join, as well
as developing employability skills that will prove valuable in the future.
BVGS students have regularly attended webinars provided by Pathway CTM, looking at a variety of
industries from Law, Finance, Retail, Construction and many more. These sessions have provided
excellent advice upon apprenticeships, and the application process including assessment centres and
interviews. Students have benefited from guidance and advice directly from a variety of employers
including interactive sessions with EY, Co-Op and Allen & Ovary.
Students in Years 10 and 11 have been encouraged to complete the “My Week of Work” programme
offering virtual work experience, and including a number of industry-specific sessions, covering
issues such as well-being and a range of employability skills.
Arrangements were also made for students in Years 10 and 11 to participate in “Unifest” and
“Launch Your Career”, events delivered by local colleges and universities providing an opportunity
for students to learn more about higher education and secure an insight into what life is like studying
at college/university, as well as providing some subject specific lectures.
We have further run a variety of webinars for these years looking at the benefits of higher education,
opportunities available through apprenticeships as well as subject specific talks looking at STEM
subjects generally, along with Medicine and Dentistry.
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We are very much looking forward to the next academic year when we hope that our usual
careers activities may resume. We do however intend to utilise virtual resources as part of
our programme and we already have a virtual Russell Group University Fair in the
calendar along with a number of webinars offered by a variety of employers through
Pathway CTM.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of the organisations who have
contributed to the virtual careers programme this term and to the students for embracing
these opportunities.
Please check Teams, school emails and @BVGSCareers on Twitter for more events over the
coming weeks. Wishing you all a very happy and safe summer, and we looking forward
to seeing you next term !

Our Time as School Captains

Joshua Russell and Alice Tinsley

Despite our tenure as School Captains being cut short due to school closing for most students due to
Covid19, the past year has been a busy, challenging but exciting experience. One of our first events
was helping Sheila Randon set up and host the Shaggy Dog’s Tea Party. We thoroughly enjoyed our
conversations with many members of the Old Veseyan community and the hospitality shown to us.
This was shortly preceded by our first major responsibility, the Lower Sixth induction day. Led by
Deputy School Captain Freya Robinson in conjunction with Alice and I, the day gave Sixth Form
offer holders an insight into life at Vesey. Although giving talks in front of hundreds of students and
leading proceedings the day was daunting at first, we managed to persevere and the day was a great
success.
Moving into September, our year as School Captains truly began. We managed to use the skills and
experiences learnt in our first few months to really push forward with developing Vesey’s in the new
academic year. We were honoured to both read at Founder’s Day, a ceremony rich in tradition and
history, enjoyed by current students and guests from the Vesey community alike. This year’s Old
Veseyan Dinner was a delight to attend. The impressive turnout amazed us all, from Veseyans who
left in the 50s through to the lively 10-year reunion of the Class of ’09. We were privileged to speak
at this prestigious event and hope that in years to come we will be able to return as OVs ourselves.
Our major focus this year as an officer team was to improve the environmental provision at Bishop
Vesey’s. As our school moves further into the 21st Century, we believed it was important to educate
our students in the importance of environmental awareness, as we are the generation who needs to
solve this problem. We achieved this by banning single use plastics in the canteen, registered to the
Eco Schools program and thanks to our environmental officers Lily Wood and Sebastian Smith, gave
a week of thought-provoking assemblies to the whole school. As we move into the new academic
year, we have set the wheels in motion for recycling bins around the school site, a proposal we hope
to see come to fruition in the near future.
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As I am sure you’re all aware
the ongoing situation with
COVID-19 forced all schools in
England to close in March. This
bought our final school year to
a premature and abrupt ending,
leaving little time to say
goodbye. However, as always
Bishop Vesey’s has been a
cornerstone of the community,
helping in collaboration with
Sutton Schools to make PPE for
our frontline workers.
As School Captains we believed it best to help our community in anyway possible. Using his skills
picked up at the Year 12 quiz earlier in the year, Josh hosted an online quiz via the school’s Facebook
page in aid of NHS Superheroes, a Birmingham based charity. Teachers, students, families and
alumni all took part, raising over £800 on the night. Thank you to all that took part.
It would be remiss of us not to mention the work of our incredible team. Without them, the events
put on for the Old Veseyan Association would not be possible and it was their support that made
our job so enjoyable. A special thank you must be given to Paul Wallis, as his guidance helped us
learn how to handle different events. Finally, we would like to congratulate Harry Mills and Beth
Winterbottom, your new School Captains for 2020/21, who we hope will take as much from the role
as we did.
Good health and kind regards to all at this difficult time and we hope to see you all again in the
future.

Being President of Upper School Council 2019-2020 Jaden Lo-Watson
It has been a great privilege to lead and represent the student body of Bishop Vesey’s as President
of the School Council from 2019 to 2020, alongside Ruby Cooper. From the outset, we reorganised
student leadership to enable the School Council to effectively achieve its intended outcomes.
With the creation of the Lower School and Senior School Council, the introduction of two new
Committees and the expansion of Open Forum meetings, we ensured the voice of the students is
heard.
My first action was to write to the Director of Eco Schools and successfully achieve the
international accreditation for Bishop Vesey’s as School Environmental Coordinator. This led to
the creation of the School Council Environment and Sustainability Committee which will
continue to provide a unique opportunity which empowers students to lead change within our
school. Indeed, this has had a positive impact in the wider community through the roll-out of
wastepaper recycling collections in every classroom and the work of the Sixth Form Council in
securing recycling bins in both internal and external locations across the school site.
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The awe-inspiring footage of life deep in the world’s oceans in David Attenborough’s Blue Planet II
inspired the many letters received from PSHE pupils where I was asked what we can do to limit the
damage of plastic on the environment. I am delighted Bishop Vesey’s has eliminated our use of items
such as plastic bags, straws, bottles, and food packaging from the supply chain in favour of
sustainable alternatives.
Students previously highlighted numerous issues in regard to the food provision at Bishop Vesey’s.
As President of the School Council, I was keen to adopt a ‘whole-school approach’ as advocated by
John Vincent and Henry Dimbleby, the founders of Leon Restaurants, in their 2013 independent
review of school food, The School Food Plan. The School Council have held meetings with the Canteen
Contractors throughout the year. The quality of lunchtime meals has also increased through using
greater levels of fresh ingredients to encourage healthier eating.
Apart from the curriculum, it is also important for students to be given all the resources needed to
have a wholesome education. Seeking to improve the maintenance and quality of the existing
facilities at Bishop Vesey’s, the School Council established the Site Facilities Committee. Afer
consultation with students: we obtained new benches and seating facilities in the Quad; secured
locations for additional water fountains, installed more hand dryers and air purifiers, to name just a
few changes which were implemented.
The new School Council Constitution will provide a framework for student leadership at Bishop
Vesey’s – ensuring the successes of the Presidency of 2019/20 will continue for future generations of
Veseyans.
Ruby and I want to personally thank the student body for their excellent involvement in the School
Council this year and for all that they have done to help make Bishop Vesey’s the very best it can be
for all members of our school community.
Although the Coronavirus crisis has brought my seven years at Bishop Vesey’s to an abrupt
close, I will take away some fantastic, shared memories. As hard as it is to believe, maybe
something good can come out of this terrible crisis.
Maybe it will help us see the
power of what we can get
done together. Indeed, we’ve
seen an outpouring of warmth
and generosity all over the
country, with people engaging
in countless acts of kindness. I
am confident that we can, and
we will emerge from this
stronger, better, and a fairer
nation. We just need to
remember, there is nothing we
cannot do if we do it together.
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Summer 2020 Valetes

It is with sadness that we announce the following staff will be leaving us at the end of the
academic year. They are moving onto retirement, new posts, and even new countries! We wish
them all the best for the future. Remember: once a Veseyan, always a Veseyan.

Rebecca Vicary
Rebecca joined the Mathematics department in January of this
year. As a result, she ended up being with us for two of the
most unusual and challenging terms of teaching most of us
have every experienced. Having just got to know her classes
in school, she then had to get to grips with lockdown and
online teaching. We'd like to thank her for all of her hard
work, both in school and from home via Teams. We would
also like to thank her for her pastoral contributions with 8R
and would like to take this opportunity to wish her luck in
her continuing teaching career.

Xiaoyi Fan
Xiaoyi joined the MFL team in September 2019 and has spent the
last year teaching our Year 7 and Year 8 Mandarin students. She
has shown a great passion for her subject and has been incredibly
supportive in Mandarin. Students took to her immediately as she
was always so smiley, positive and good-humoured. She is a kind
and caring person, and was a great presence around the Languages
Department. It's such a shame that her time at Bishop Vesey’s was
cut short due to the pandemic. We wish her all the best and every
success in the future.
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Teresa Jones
Teresa Jones has been part of the Admin Team for almost 20 years and
has seen many changes in her time here at BVGS. I have worked with
Teresa in the Main School Office for quite a few of those very
memorable happy years. She is always the calm one, the go to
member of staff for first aid, for the student who needed any medical
help they would know she would help them. She was the
Schoolcomms communicator and collated all the student reports. A
hard working, reliable colleague whom we will miss at work as she
begins her early retirement.

Emma Wood
Emma has been part of the Main School Office team for 2
years. Primarily she joined us to administer all the
arrangements, passport checks and forms that need
completing to enable our students to venture far and
wide on their foreign trips. She widened her role to
include the administration for the trips closer to
home. Based in the Main School Office she soon became
involved in the day to day tasks which has been a great
help.

Craig Guy
Craig joined us on 1st January 2015 from Walsall Academy. During his
time at Vesey he has been incredibly knowledgeable member of the
Chemistry department who brought a great amount of his knowledge as
an industrial Chemist into his lessons which the students loved. He has
over the years been a supportive tutor and even got his form groups
excellent work experience placements using his contacts within industry.
Craig is not only a talented Chemistry teacher but his talents meant he
also taught lessons in PE, has been on residential outward bound trips
and was keen to teach DT.
We wish him every success in the next stage of his career.

11

Umar Khan
Umar joined BVGS in September 2019. For anybody at Vesey’s five years
ago, however, they may remember Umar Khan the student; the Purple
House Captain, member of Tech Comm and the thoughtful, friendly and
caring individual. Fast forward to the present and little has changed as the
Old Veseyan became the Vesey teacher.
In such a short time, Umar established himself as a dedicated and caring
member of the Physics team who happily gave his time and effort to
support others. He went out of his way to be a team player – producing
and sharing departmental resources, volunteering to take on an U6 form
group, taking duties from other staff and took Year 9 boys to the Physics
Big Quiz.
Students and staff have been impressed with Umar’s ability in creating some of the most
.
professional digital media for school lessons we have seen! A second career in digital content
creation perhaps awaits, but in the meanwhile this made online learning all the more bearable
for the students who benefitted during the coronavirus outbreak.
He will be missed by his students, colleagues and friends that he has made here and we wish
him all the very best in his next chapter - undertaking a PGCE next year

Nick Colclough
Nick joined the Physics department at Bishop Vesey’s Grammar
School in 2001 and is retiring after nearly four decades of dedication
to teaching.
For everyone who knew him; Nick did not just teach physics but also
how to look after ourselves and see the bigger picture in life. Always
genuinely interested in the individual, be this a member of staff or
student, he would support every person with his time, care and
words of wisdom.
Thousands of students have benefited from his calming presence and leadership. Getting the
students to enjoy learning came easily to “Dr C”; he created the perfect environment within his
lessons for students to thrive in, through his composure and careful balance of knowledge,
humour and encouragement. He prepared a demonstration or experiment for every lesson and
would inject enough energy to get the most tired Year 11 over the line on a Friday period 5!
Nick’s unrivalled gentleness, kindness and commitment makes him a truly one-of-kind and
irreplaceable teacher who has made a difference to so many.
The whole school community will miss him deeply and the school will not be the same without
him. From all who were taught by him and worked with him, we wish him every happiness in
a truly well-deserved retirement.
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HEAR FROM CURRENT STUDENTS
English Students Share their Work
Inspired to write during lockdown, the following students have written poems about how
our lives have changed during the pandemic.
Luke Michell, 8W – Lockdown.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; I don’t know,
Everyday part of the crazy Corona show.
Things have changed: gloves and masks,
Seeing no end to the many DIY tasks.
School is now delivered through a screen
And many are confused what all the new rules mean.
My family – the only human contact for weeks,
I miss all the loud playground shrieks.
My addiction to technology ever renewed,
There’s no show on Netflix gone unviewed.
Seeing my friends – always two metres away,
Longing for the times of lunchtime play.
All home-cooked meals - a Nando’s wouldn’t go amiss,
Dreaming of the days of Zinger burger bliss.
Family, school and friends all turned upside down,
Covid-19 will forever hold the destructive crown.
Barney Coleman, 8W - Haikus on Lockdown
Weary is the air,
Melting smiles, spreading despair,
Lo, the clouds will pass

#2
What day is it now?
Days become weeks, weeks turn months,
Life? Well of course not.

Painting by Joshua Key, 8W

#3
Life runs slow again,
Thoughts run faster than the earth,
Yet it turns the same
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Luke Allen, 7P - Lockdown
On a fine Friday night
A new declaration came to light,
Lock the doors and stay inside,
For there was a Covid tide.
This was the new status quo,
The world hit a new low.
The news declared in like the finis temporum,
Then Easter came when none dare come,
People thought this comparable to the blitz,
Though that stereotype did not fit,
The government then failed to stop the fear,
Because what they said was not clear.
The lockdown took its toll,
Leaving many with an empty soul,
To what pain does isolation cause,
It made many break the laws,
For there were many so alone,
That they just talked via phone.

Musa Sultan, 8W
Coronavirus is a virus,
Which kills and leaves scars,
Not just physically but mentally,
It will be written in the stars,
No haircuts, no Nando’s,
No bowling, no sport,
No hugging or hand-shaking,
No travels to the airport,
So when will it end,
When will it go,
So many questions,
So much to know.

Artists Unveiled
Other students have been turning to art to help them keep busy, and improve their skills,
during the pandemic.
Joshua Key 8W
During lockdown, Joshua has been inspired to paint scenes from nature. A talented artist
indeed, who has received a stunning end of year report from Mrs. Heer, Head of Art.
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Charlie Cooper 9R
Charlie has been showing real commitment to his Art work this term. Mrs. Heer has been
impressed by both his approach to his art work, and the skill he has shown this term.
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Our Virtual Open Evening Ambassadors
Every year, we hold an Induction Day for the Year 7 students who will be joining us in September.
The day provides an opportunity for them to meet their teachers, and familiarise themselves with
the school site, as well as hear more about what subjects they will be studying in September.
Sadly, this year due to lockdown restrictions we were unable to host such a day. We also had to
cancel the Open Evening which was scheduled.
So, the decision was made for these materials to ‘go virtual’! Upon visiting the BVGS website, there
are now several webpages dedicated to trying to provide the best virtual experience possible.
As part of the materials, we are fortunate enough to have two school tours, one hosted by current
L6th students, and another for the Year 7 Class of 2020 hosted by Siddarth Anand, a current Year
7. Four students from Year 11 also took the time to record themselves speaking about their Vesey
experience.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all their hard work in helping to film and
produce the virtual school tours. A special thank you must also go to Miss Brown, for her work in
helping departments to put together their subject specific welcome videos.
Should you like to view the virtual information for yourself, or if you are going to be joining us in
September and would like to review the information again, please find the link here:
https://bvgs.co.uk/new-virtual-open-events-and-induction-information/
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OUR ALUMNI COMMUNITY
Foreword from Paul Wallis, Chair of the OVA
Welcome to the summer 2020 edition of The
Veseyan. Again it can only be produced
electronically. If you know of anyone who
cannot receive it via the internet, please update
them - we are still functioning ! We hope to
produce a printed copy at the end of the year
which will contain all the OVA articles from this
and the spring editions. As you are all well
aware things are far from normal.
We had to cancel this years annual sports day and tea party at Hardwick Road that Sheila Randon
had very kindly offered to hold. I am now sorry to report that the OVA annual dinner, set for
Saturday 14th November 2020, has also had to be cancelled. Apart from having no bookings understandable given the current situation - Dominic Robson could not allow it to be held in school
for a number of reasons. Dependent on how things develop we will arrange some sort of gathering
when most people are happy to do so, in relatively large numbers.
Let’s hope our events can return in 2021. Thanks to Stephen Roberts and Martha Davis for
continuing to produce The Veseyan. If you have any items of news or interest, please let them know.
Keep healthy and safe.

Following from Stephen Roberts, Editor of the Old Veseyan Section.
Contributions always welcome: roberts384@btinternet.com

News
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School will be marking its 500th birthday in 2027. So expect a few dips
into our story in future issues. For example:
 In May 1843 the headmaster James Eccleston decided to drum up some trade for B.V.G.S. by
penning a letter to Aris’ Birmingham Gazette.
He informed readers that ‘the sons of
parishioners are still taught all that was contemplated by the Founder – namely, grammar
and rhetoric – virtually free of charge.’ On top of this boys could be taught reading, writing,
arithmetic, algebra, literature, history and geography … & all for just 10 shillings a quarter!
 In September 1869 B.V.G.S. took on Sutton Coldfield at cricket. The famous cricketing
headmaster the Revd. Albert Smith took no fewer than eight wickets! Could Dominic Robson
emulate this? We believe that he could!
 In March 1949 the headmaster Geoffrey Cross was reported in the Birmingham Daily Gazette
to have called for ‘more boys eating more food with less noise in the school canteen, less boys
losing school clothing – “a headmaster’s main headache” – and more courtesy and kindliness
in thought and deed.’
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Mike Gray (1955-62) has recently published a life of Geoffey Cross, headmaster from 1947-65. He
was helped in this task by a number of OVs, both boys and staff, over the past twelve years and
would like to give them each a copy, but, for some, he no longer has up-to-date email or postal
addresses. If you have not already received a copy and would like one, please get in touch with
him at: mikegray2008@hotmail.co.uk
Stephen Roberts adds: Mike kindly sent me a copy of his biography. I read it in one sitting and it
is clearly a labour of love. The book is very carefully researched and beautifully written. Geoffrey
Cross was clearly a fine type of headmaster and Mike has done him proud.
In the spring issue of the Veseyan we recorded the death earlier this year of OV John Cameron Hill.
We are aware of the deaths of the following OVs in 2020 and record them with regret: Harry LeighDugmore; J.R.C. Young; Bob Miller; and Colin Robertson. You can read tributes to OVs who have
died on the Alumni Network, linked here: https://alumni.bvgs.co.uk/homepage
The last few months have been a difficult time for everyone. Stephen Roberts is carer for his elderly
mother and has been unable to leave home to get groceries. Thanks to B.V.G.S, he was not gone
short. For the last few months a sixth former has been picking up his shopping list & returning with
the groceries. This sixth former is called Patrick Andrews & Stephen would like to publicly thank
him. He has been very friendly & utterly reliable, never missing a single week. When Stephen
walked out of the sixth form entrance of B.V.G.S. at the end of the summer term 1977, he would
have been astonished if he had been told that, 43 years later, he would have been able to turn to his
old school for help. Many thanks for your kindness, Patrick.

Do You Remember?

Caps: These were compulsory for
younger boys. Currently a selection of
former school uniform caps lie in Old
Big School, as part of the many items of
Vesey history which fill the cabinets
lining the room.
Half term: All your friends at other schools had a full week for half term during the autumn
and spring terms. Alas, this this was not the B.V.G.S way … half-term in the autumn term ran
from Tuesday lunchtime until Friday and in the spring time it was even shorter … a Friday and
a Monday tacked on to the weekend.
Heaven: This room was at the top of the school & it was where Scripture was taught. So it was
universally known as Heaven. Scripture is no longer taught there and indeed is probably no
longer called Scripture.
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Hobbies Days: What a great idea … we all brought in our hobbies - coins, stamps, fossils, Billy
Bunter novels, almost everything you could think of, really - and displayed them for an afternoon
and masters and fellow pupils mooched around examining our collections. Bring it back Mr R!
Prefects: You knew them by their purple ties. They could give detentions. They had their own
room with orange curtains by the stairs that led up to Heaven.
Sandy Hill: Ah, the joys of cross country … if you didn’t take the short cut (and few did), it was
a ten minute slog up Sandy Hill in your rugby boots.
School rock bands. There was Jameson Raid (inspired by ‘O’ Level History) and one lunchtime
they got permission to play Big School. They were B.V.G.S’s answer to the Who but, alas, we
never saw them on ‘The Old Grey Whistle Test.’ And there was Mad … they also played in Big
School … their version of ‘Day Tripper’ was awesome!
Were you a member of Jameson Raid or Mad? Get in touch!

Correspondence
John Myers (1966-71) – in consultation with his brother David Myers (1962-8) - responds to
our recent piece about B.V.G.S.’s famous spam fritters …
In the winter 2019 (edition no. 4) of the Veseyan there was a request for memories about the spam
fritter that might be encountered at lunchtimes in the 1970s. My time at B.V.G.S. occurred
between September 1966 and July 1971 and so just fell within the heady days of the 1970s.
Looking back, however, it was perhaps rather an interesting and transitional period for lunches
at the school. Given the current period of Covid-19 restrictions that are in place (April 2020), I
thought now might be an appropriate time to compile a few memories, if these are of interest to
other readers.
By way of background, my earlier school years were spent at Four Oaks County Primary and
where I had partaken of school lunches since the age of about six. That was in 1961, when
lunches cost 5/- (25p) per week and were paid in cash to the class teacher. The price remained
the same at B.V.G.S. in 1966, although payment was made to one of the school’s secretarial staff,
who would visit each form on Monday mornings and gave out a strip of five lunch tickets in
exchange for our ‘five bob’, often presented in the form of two half-crowns in those pre-decimal
days. Over the coming years, however, the prices more than doubled.
During my first academic year construction work on the new science block – which, importantly,
would incorporate brand new catering facilities – was at an advanced stage but, until this was
ready, first form pupils were taught mainly in four temporary classrooms, overlooking Middle
Field and known as the terrapins, whilst second formers were in two even older semi-detached
huts close to Lichfield Road or in the former junior school classrooms, the old rooms 1 and 2 that
adjoined the school house.
20

As many others have recalled, with no external corridor, the far classroom was reached by
walking through its neighbour.
Nearby was a large but rather austere, cream painted, single-storey and standalone building;
this provided the school’s kitchen and dining facilities. Kerry Osbourne’s history of the school
indicates that it was constructed in 1945 and extended in 1958. Because the site sloped up
towards the Lichfield Road, the exterior entry path, on which pupils needed to queue, was
protected by a red-brick retaining wall of modest height. Two sittings of lunch took place, with
first and second formers being expected to attend second sitting, although permission to join the
earlier grouping could be obtained if school societies were being attended on a given weekday.
Either way, prefects collected our lunch tickets at the entrance door, and seating was arranged
around tables of eight.
Looking back, Mr. Wallace’s supervision of lunch was something of a thankless task; overdue
for replacement, conditions were less than pristine, the bare concrete floor, poor lighting and
with little or no soft furnishing to deaden the sound of perhaps 250 occupants per sitting, the
poor soul made good use of his characteristic booming voice to make any announcements but
also to lead us in the saying of Grace, after which we would all sit down; on more than one
occasion, however, Grace needed to repeated if Mr Wallace hadn’t quite finished his preferred
and slightly longer prayer!

Professor Tom Madden has sent us an account of his training at Guy's Hospital and his first
encounter with childbirth as a doctor in wartime London.
It is a very interesting and very moving piece, as these two extracts demonstrate:
'Very near the hospital was a handsome country inn where, three or four summers
earlier, young flyers of our age, and even younger, had preceded us at the bar. The
victors and the lost of the Battle of Britain were remembered by the staff, their photos
featured on the walls; not in uniform but typically with open shirt collar and folded silk
cravat, unforgettably surrounding us whenever we escaped for a beer.'
'Outside on the balcony, the father and I, over cups of strong tea, watched the sun come
up over the city. I recall the conversation and his theme. Waving beyond the great
metropolis, he said that "somewhere, out there, after the war", his ambition was to take
her and the children out of it all, somewhere out in the country to live happier, healthier
lives."
Superb, thank you, Tom. If you'd like to read the whole article, please contact Stephen Roberts.

21

An Appeal: Vesey Voices

In the next academic year, we are hoping to host a series, of what we anticipate will be virtual,
lectures.
We are hoping to attract members of the Vesey community to host these lectures. These could
be done live, or, if you prefer, could be pre-recorded.
The lectures will be of benefit to the whole of community, and are based on the concept of a
TedTalk, where people share their career and life experiences with an audience. The purpose of
these lectures are to provide entertainment, interesting academic thought and perhaps even life
lessons and learning for those ‘attending’.
We seek to attract speakers with a range of experiences, and topics on which they can share their
knowledge with all members of the community.
We are approaching our community of Old Veseyans, Friends of Vesey, Parents, Corporate
Partners and other stakeholders to ask them to speak on a subject of their choice.
When we have a few people who are willing to host a lecture, we will release a programme of
events, so that the Vesey community can fit the talks which would be of most interest of them
into their schedules.
However, the lecture series can’t go ahead without your support! We would love to hear from
you. Please email Martha Davis on: m.davis@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk if you would feel able
to host a lecture.
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Stay safe and well over Summer. I look forward to
seeing our students again in September.
Dominic Robson, Headteacher.
Editor in Chief: Martha Davis
Editor of the OV section: Stephen Roberts

