
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In recent summers, approximately 100 students have been involved in extra-curricular tennis through 
after-school sessions and the house competition. This impressive level of participation was an area 
which the LTA were particularly keen to recognise but this is only one element of the tennis programme 
at Vesey’s. Each summer, the School’s teams compete in fixtures against local opposition. Last year, 
boys from Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 played matches against Bishop Walsh, Plantsbrook and Camp Hill with a 
pleasing level of success and some very close contests. This summer was set to see a similar fixture list, 
but with additions of matches against Lichfield Cathedral school and KES Birmingham too. 
 
The tennis programme has grown significantly in the last five years. Having not played competitive 
tennis for several years, in 2016 the School entered an U12 and U14 team for the district leagues run 
by the Tennis Foundation. In 2017, both teams qualified for the Regional Finals at Loughborough 
University and the U12 quartet went on to become Regional Plate Champions. 
 
Beyond representative fixtures, the boys have benefitted from the expert tutelage of Paul Robinson 
from Sutton United tennis club. The impact Paul has made cannot be underestimated and has helped 
students of all abilities to improve their racket skills. Members of the school team have also had the 
opportunity to experience tennis at the very highest level with an inspirational trip to Wimbledon, and 
specialist training has been organised for them at the Priory Club in Edgbaston in consecutive summers. 
The sustainability of tennis at Vesey’s is also evident through the Old Veseyans’ sports day, where 
alumni of various ages return to play against a mixture of our current teams. Last year the alumni came 
out on top, but it was really pleasing that their team was made up of a variety of recent leavers who 
have benefitted from the new courts and recent fixtures. 
 
The award reflects the endeavour and commitment shown by our student body to the sports 
programme at the School. It is also important to recognise the value of parental support and local clubs 
which allow the boys to thrive too. It is an honour to have been named School of the Year by the LTA 
and I am excited about how we can go on to widen our tennis provision even further. 
 
Tom Greenwood (Teacher i/c Tennis) 
 


