
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School is Company Limited by Guarantee and registered in England and Wales with 
company number 7986921.  The Registered Office is at Lichfield Road, Sutton Coldfield B74 2NH 

 
The Governors of Bishop Vesey's Grammar School are a registered charity (No: 517907) 

 

  

Lichfield Road, Sutton Coldfield, B74 2NH, 0121 250 5400, www.bvgs.co.uk 

                        

Wednesday 12th August 2020  
 

 
‘A’ Level Results Day 2020 

 
Dear Students and Parents,  
I hope you have all had a good summer. Waiting for exam results in these unprecedented times 
has been probably quite a challenging time for you and your family. Please be reassured of our 
support and care for you (if and when you need us) in the coming days.  
I am writing to you regarding the publication of A level results tomorrow, Thursday 13th August.  
 I want to inform you of the key points below for your careful consideration: 

1) How have your grades been calculated? 
2) Distributing your results 
3) Are your mock exams higher than your results? 
4) How can we support you? 
5) Covid-19 protocols when you come into school 
6) Other sources of help 
7) Providing Centre-assessed grades 
8) Clearing 
9) Autumn examination series 
10) Additional appeals information (separate to the detail mentioned in section 3)  

 
1. How have your grades been calculated? 

Over a five-week period in May and June 2020, all GCSE and A-level teaching staff at BVGS 
undertook a rigorous internal process in order to fulfil the task as defined by Ofqual(the authority 
which regulates and accredits British examination boards), “We are asking schools and colleges 
to use their professional experience to make a fair and objective judgement of the grade they 
believe a student would have achieved had they sat their exams this year” (Ofqual April, 2020) 
The grades that we have submitted were subject to a process of national standardisation on a 
subject by subject basis; ‘To make sure grades are as fair as possible, exam boards will 
standardise Centre Assessment Grades using a statistical model which will include the expected 
national outcomes for this year’s students, the prior attainment of students at each school and 
college (at cohort, not individual level), and previous results of the school or college.’ (Ofqual 
May 22nd, 2020) 
 
Following standardisation ‘Centre Assessment Grades’ are now known as ‘Calculated Grades’ and 
will be the official A-Level grades awarded tomorrow.   
 
 



2. Distributing your results 
In light of Covid-19 health and safety restrictions, BVGS will not be open for all students to collect 
their exam results on August 13th. 
 
Instead, all students will be e-mailed a summary of their official A-Level grades to their School 
Office 365 e-mail address at 8am.  
 
If you have any problems opening your results email tomorrow, please contact the Main School 
Office on 0121 250 5400. 
 

3. Are your mock exams higher than your results? 
If your Year 13 mock exams are higher than your results, you will be very interested to know that, 
last night, the government announced that if pupils get A-Level results lower than their Year 13 
mock exam performance, they can appeal through their School. The terms for approving appeals 
are to be decided by Ofqual. We will email out further information on this to all students when it 
has been published. 
 

4. How can we support you? 
From 8.30am tomorrow (Thursday 13th August) the School will offer students and parents, the 
opportunity to have a ‘socially distanced face to face’ appointment with a member of the Sixth 
Form Team.  Ring the School Office on 0121 250 5400 from 8am to make an appointment. Please 
report to your appointment 10 minutes before the allocated time in the STEM Block. 
 
These ‘face to face appointments’ are designed to provide support and advice regarding any 
aspect of their results, university admissions or potential future examination entries. 
There will also be an ICT suite available in the STEM Block, managed by Mrs Ashby, Head of 
Careers, which will be dedicated to supporting students with the ‘University Clearing’ process.   
 
This will be staffed by a member of the Sixth Form Team and also subject to the latest ‘Public 
Safety Guidelines’ regarding ‘social distancing’. Please ring ahead to let us know if you would like 
to book this service. 
 
We will also offer telephone consultations for parents/students who can’t make it into School. 
Please phone 0121 250 5400.  
 

5. Covid-19 protocols when you come into School 
As part of our Covid-19 protocols, all meeting appointments need to be pre-booked online. 
 
Please do not enter the school site if you or your family have Covid-19 symptoms or you are self-

isolating. 
 



Please adhere to social distancing rules and use the hand sanitiser available to you as you enter 
the STEM Block. 
 
Only one person is allowed to use the STEM Block toilets at any one time. 
 
If you use the computers in the IT suite, you will be expected to use the antibacterial wipes 
provided before and after using the computers. 
 

6. Other sources of help 
The National Careers Service has also set an exam results helpline during August 2020. Young 
people or their parents can contact the helpline on 0800 100 900 to speak to a professionally 
qualified careers adviser if they need advice on their next steps. The helpline will be open from 
8am to 10pm from Thursday 13 August until Friday 28 August. After these dates, young people will 
be able to access ongoing support from the National Careers Service at any time by calling 0800 
100 900, visiting nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/contact-us or searching for the National Careers 
Service on Facebook and Twitter.  
 

7. Providing Centre-assessed grades 
The School will release by individual email on Friday morning, the 14th August, the Centre-assessed 
grades the School provided for the examination boards in June 2020, to any student whose final 
grades differ from the Centre-assessed grades the School provided. However, if you require this 
information earlier in support of your university application, please phone or email the School 
tomorrow afternoon.  
 
 

8. Clearing 
There will be many more opportunities to access university places via Clearing this year. Mr 
Goodwin sent all students a copy of a Clearing guide on Microsoft Teams. This guide is also 
accessible via our school website. Please find the direct link to the BVGS Clearing and Adjustment 
Guide here: https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/BVGS-Guide-to-Clearning-and-
Adjustment.pdf 
 
 

9. Autumn examination series, October 2020 
If you are not happy with your A-Level results, you can take examinations in the Autumn 
examination series, which runs from the 5th-23rd October. Please note a generic Parent Pay alert 
will be sent to all Upper Sixth parents to facilitate the payment of a returnable deposit for 
examination entries for the October series.  
 
Details regarding the October 2020 examination timetable, costs of individual entries and entry 
forms will be available on the school website from tomorrow. Please note that School will re-fund 



the cost of all entries to the Autumn examination series after the students have sat the exams in 
October. (Refunds will not be given to those who do not sit the exams they have entered.) 
Students taking examinations will be able to receive some socially distanced support from 
School staff in preparing for this examination series. 
 
 

10. Additional appeals information (separate to the detail mentioned in section 3) 
If you are unhappy with your grades and are considering appealing your results, I would 
recommend you read the following guide to results provided by Ofqual: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/907493/Student_Guide_Summer_2020_6.8.2020_12.30.pdf  
Page 8-10 of this document has a section on ‘What to do if you’re unhappy with your results?’ and 
page 11 outlines ‘The Appeals Process for GCSE, AS and A Level.” 
 
 
Wishing everyone all the best for the coming week. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr D Robson 
Headteacher 
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School 


