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Mr Doughty – Head of Year 7 

k.doughty@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

Mr Robson – Head teacher                                          

s.weblin@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
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The pastoral team 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

Mr Randle – 7B form tutor  

m.randle@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

Miss Meredith– 7E form tutor  

s.meredith@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

Mrs Jarvis – 7G tutor  

c.jarvis@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

Dr.Carroll – 7R form tutor  

s.carroll@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

  

Miss Orlandini – 7P tutor 

a.orlandini@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

 

 

Mrs Yasin- 7W form tutor 

z.yasin@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
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Other people to support you 

Miss Hearn- Deputy Head Teacher                                        Miss Steadman-Assistant Head  

 i/c Key Stage Three                                                                    i/c Safeguarding  

r.hearn@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk                                      k.steadman@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

   

  

 

Mr Grant-Deputy Head of Year 7                                            Mrs Arrandale- Learning Mentor 

j.grant@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk                                       s.arrandale@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
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Important areas at BVGS for year 7 

Big School – where you gather for assemblies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dining Hall – where you can buy food and eat at break and lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

Astroturf/middle field - used for PE/Games and lunchtime activities. You line up on here for fire 

drills  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM Block – where Science, Technology and Maths 

lessons take place 

The Pavilion – where you will get changed before 

Games lessons, especially rugby. 



 

                                                                                 

                               

                                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Big School  

Mrs Foster’s (School Club) office – where you will 

pay money for trips etc. The staff room is on the left. 

Head of Year office – where you will find  

Mr Doughty and other heads of year 

The main school office – you sign in here if you are  

late and sign out here for medical appointments. 



 

What were students worried about before starting? 

What Year 7 students have said about these concerns  

1.) I was worried I would struggle to make friends. 

There are a lot of students in the same situation as you, and many new year 7’s will know no 

other students who are starting at Bishop Vesey’s in September. Everyone is chatty and friendly 

with each other on induction day and the first few days and so you make friends very quickly. 

2.) I was worried I would get set a lot of homework – I didn’t get much at primary school. 

Most lads say there is more homework than at primary school but providing you use your 

planner to record it and the due date accurately and complete it as soon as you have chance it is 

manageable. Organisation is key to managing the demands of your homework. 

3.) I was worried I would get lost and not be able to find my way around. 

This is one of the biggest worries for students before they start at Bishop Vesey’s but it takes 

people a few days to find their way around the school – it is not as big as it first appears! If you 

go round in groups and explore at break and lunchtime on induction day and the first few days 

this helps you find your way round. After not long it feels like a home away from home! 

4.) I was worried the teachers would be very strict. 

If you do the basics – listen when you have been asked to, not talk when others are talking, be 

courteous, considerate and co-operative and put effort into your work the teachers at BVGS are 

friendly and reward you. 

5.) I was worried about the journey to and from school. 

Actually this becomes an excellent way of making friends by finding people who get the same 

bus/train as you and chatting with them. Students recommend having a ‘trial run’ of your 

journey during the summer holidays or when coming to induction day. 

6.) I was worried the work would be a big step up from primary school. 

Teachers of all subjects try to ease you into lessons and the students said that it was a gradual 

step up in work. Indeed some said that after SATS were over and primary school had relaxed a 

bit it was nice to have a fresh challenge! 

7.) I was worried about my timetable - how would I know where to be and when to be there? 

On the first day of the term you will receive your timetable. Write it accurately in your planner. 

Maybe get a photocopy or 2 of it as well. It is hard to get lost and not follow your timetable early 

on as all of your form will be going to the same places and rooms. 

8.) I didn’t know what to expect at break and lunch time. 

The astroturf gets very busy but is always good fun and there is currently football running every 

day for year 7 and 8. Students advise you try all of the clubs that run – even if it is something 

totally new. The library and Dining Hall are open every break and lunch time. There is a huge 



choice of extra-curricular activities to try out. Students say there is most certainly something for 

everyone be it sport, music, drama, technology, debating and many other opportunities. 

2 students  describe their transition experience 

 

“When I received the news that I had got into Bishop Vesey’s I was over the moon 

however as it sunk in it began to feel quite daunting. Induction day was brilliant! From 

the outset I paid attention to where I was going and I made sure to listen attentively to 

every piece of information from the teachers. I also went to my form room on induction 

day and met my form tutor and he was really friendly. On my first day in September, I 

tried my best to mingle with the other boys and make some friends. We all had worries 

but we soon overcame them. Personally, I was most worried about getting lost however 

after a few days of asking teachers and being slightly late (which is excused in the first 

week or so) I began to get a real feel for the school and it became easier to navigate my 

way around. Most, if not all of my friends also seemed to be able to find their way 

around school so if I did ever get lost then I could easily ask them where to go as 

everyone in your form will be going to the same lessons as you. Good luck at Bishop 

Vesey’s! Hope to see you soon.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“My initial thought about getting into Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School was ‘there must 

be a mistake somewhere’. However, once I’d read the whole letter properly it struck me 

it was my name they had used on several occasions so I assumed it was correct! Then 

the happiness began to flood in, but so too did the questions. Would I make any new 

friends? How much homework would I get? My biggest concern though was the 

travelling. This was because my house is a fair distance away from school and my 

journey involved me using new forms of public transport. What I didn’t realise was that 

there were a lot of other people in the same boat (or train in my case!). That problem 

seemed solved but I still had concerns over friends once September arrived. However, as 

I thought about it more, I already knew people from induction day and the train, so 

there was no real issue there either. As for the homework, only time would tell. The first 

day arrived and on walking up from the train station all I could feel was worry. Worry 

about work in lessons. Worry about teachers. Most of all worry about friends. As I made 

it to the gates and saw everyone else in the same situation I felt instantly relieved and all 

that worry disappeared into thin air. I sat down in my form room in front of my new 

form tutor. He was extremely understanding (as were all the other teachers) and helped 

us settle in. By this stage I already felt settled and all that worry and stress is something I 

haven’t experienced since. And I am writing this now nearly at the end of year 7! 

Honestly, the first day can be very daunting but as soon as you step through those gates 

it all seems to disappear. So all I’m going to finish on is enjoy year 7 at BVGS because it 

doesn’t last long!” 


