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Admissions Tests

• Most tests are sat Wednesday 4 November 
2020

• Most of Oxford’s courses require applicants to 
sit an admissions test before interview

• Testing academic knowledge as well as how 
students approach new and difficult problems

• www.ox.ac.uk/tests
• www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/

http://www.ox.ac.uk/tests
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/


Admissions Tests



Why do we do Admissions Tests?

Applicants can look very similar on their UCAS form…

They provide a universal benchmark

They stretch and challenge applicants

Designed to assess thinking and comprehension skills. Where appropriate, will also assess subject knowledge 
and understanding

Help to assess your academic potential



Top Tips for Admissions Tests

1. Know what the tests look like (Length, sections, marking)

2. Practice under timed conditions

3. Skip questions you get stuck on and come back to them later

4. Use the question paper for your workings

5. If you are unsure of an answer, eliminate options that are clearly wrong – and 

guess sensibly if necessary

6. Ask if a teacher will mark a mock paper for you.



Preparing for the tests 

• www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-
oxford/guide/admissions-tests

Revision needed

• Biomedical Admissions Test (BMAT) 

• Maths Admissions Test (MAT)

• Physics Admissions Test (PAT)

Similar exercises may be helpful
• English Literature Admissions Test (ELAT)

• Modern Languages Admissions Test (MLAT)

• History Admissions Test (HAT)

• Oriental Languages Admissions Test (OLAT)

• Classics Admissions Test (CAT)

Practice required

• Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA)

• Law National Aptitude Test (LNAT)

Specimen and past papers are 
available for all of the tests, so you 
can: 

• familiarise yourself with the test 
content, level and format

• get to know the different types of 
questions you may be asked

• Test yourself under timed 
conditions

• review the answers



• Paper-based test

• Lasts 90 minutes, sat under timed 

exam conditions

• Designed to test a candidate’s close 

reading skills

• Write one essay comparing two 

passages

• You will be given six passages on the 

same theme to choose from e.g. storms

• Look at the marking criteria

• Takes place on Wednesday 4 

November 2020

An Example: ELAT



Why do I need to do it?



How do I register?



Registration isn’t automatic!

Ask your school Exams Officer if your school 

or college is registered as a test centre

If not, you can take the test in an Open Test 

Centre

Joint Schools may require more than one 

test

REMEMBER TO REGISTER ON TIME!



How can I 

practice?



Remember, the examiners will reward your ability 

to do the following:

- respond perceptively to unfamiliar writing of different 

kinds

- demonstrate skills of close reading, paying attention 

to the effects of structure, language and style

- construct a well-focused and structured essay based 

on comparing and contrasting two passages

- write fluently and accurately





Let’s give 

it a go!



Past 

papers



Useful links!

www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/

applying-to-oxford/tests

www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-

takers/elat/about-elat

www.english.ox.ac.uk



Admissions Tests- Thinking Skills Assessment 
(90 minutes)

In the 1920s and 1930s there were successes for extremist parties in elections across 
Europe. Several of these parties formed governments and were directly involved in starting 
the Second World War. In recent elections extremist parties were particularly successful at 
the expense of the more traditional parties. It is possible that this dangerous situation will 
get worse. Our schools must teach children about the link between extremist politics and 
war in order to reduce the likelihood of future wars.

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument?
A) Events in history inevitably repeat themselves in the future.
B) It is not the job of parents to teach children about politics.
C) Teaching about the link between extremist politics and war will cause fewer people to 
vote for extremist parties.
D) Extremism is the main reason that countries go to war.
E) The recent election success of extremist parties will continue to grow. 
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Admissions Tests- Thinking Skills Assessment 
(90 minutes)

Three thermometers are each accurate to within 2 degrees above or below the temperature 
they actually read. One reads 7°, one reads 9° and one reads 10°. 

What is the minimum range in which the true temperature lies?
A 5°– 12°

B 7°– 9°

C 8°– 9°

D 8°– 10°

E 7°– 10°
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What?

• Physics Aptitude / Admissions Test

• 2 hour test

• Physics and maths problems

• Testing problem-solving skills

• Based on approximate AS level physics & maths knowledge
• There is a syllabus

• Used by Physics, Engineering & Materials Science

…is the PAT?



Why?

• Useful indicator in admissions
• We use it to shortlist for interviews

• though not a hard cut-off mark – some flexibility

• Better than A level grades at differentiating the very best 
students

• It’s hard!

• We don’t have a better way of doing this – we can’t interview 
everyone

…do you set the PAT?



When?

• PAT is sat in late Oct / early Nov in the year the student 
is applying

• Preparation can begin as early as you like, but we’d 
recommend at least the summer before

• We run ‘Preparing for the PAT’ course
• June – Oct
• Applications open March

…do I need to think about this?



How?

• Know the syllabus – Oxford Physics website
• May require additional help / learning / teaching

• Practice – Oxford Physics website
• Past papers, Sample solutions

• Under timed conditions

• Using words

• Showing your working

• Other resources
• British Physics Olympiad (BPhO)

• Isaac Physics

…can students prepare for the PAT?



MAT vs. PAT

MAT

• Maths, Computer Science, joint 
honours

• 2 ½ hours

• Some multiple choice Qs

• Some longer Qs

• No calculators

• Syllabus online at 
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/mat

PAT

• Materials, Engineering, Physics, 
joint honours

• 2 hours

• Some multiple choice Qs

• Some longer Qs

• No graphical calculators

• Syllabus online at 
www.physics.ox.ac.uk



Any questions?


