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Languages – why bother?

I’ll never live in 
another 
country Everyone 

speaks 

English….

I went to Spain and 
everyone we met 

spoke English.



Languages – why bother?

A good grade in a language at GCSE makes you stand out.

Employers will be very impressed.

The ability to speak a language can open up so many doors.

The ability to speak several languages gives you even more 
opportunities….



What most people don’t 
realize is that 75% of the 
world doesn’t speak English 
at all.



The percentage of native 
English speakers is expected 
to slip from 9% of the 
world’s population to 5% in 
the next 30 years.



By 2050, Spanish will 
have overtaken 

English in the USA.



Around 10% of people in 
England and Wales speak 
a different main language 
to English or Welsh.



More reasons to learn a language! 

University College London 
(UCL) already requires a 
Modern Language GCSE at 
grade 5 or above for all of its 
courses. Other universities 
look set to follow….. 

“77 % British 
exporters believe 
they lose business 
because they can’t 
speak other 
languages.”

In a recent poll of Britain’s 
bosses, languages came 
second only to IT in a list of 
desirable skills for potential 
candidates.

Over four in ten employers 
say speaking a second 
language gives a candidate 
the ‘X-factor’ when applying 
for a job. 

“Modern linguists earn 
more than graduates 
from any other discipline 
except medics, architects 
and pharmacologists.”

The UK’s tourist industry 
hosts thousands of visitors 
every year and is desperate 
for young Brits who can 
speak the languages of their 
guests. 



Birmingham – a Language Hub!

• Our European ranking for numbers of languages spoken is 
higher than any other English city (2014 European Cities 
Monitor by Cushman & Wakefield)

• Almost 12,000 international students choose to study in 
Birmingham

• Within an hour of Birmingham there are over 15,000 
language students

• Birmingham is also home to the Brasshouse Language 
Centre, the largest Adult Education Centre in the UK

• Nearly 1 million people have foreign language skills in the 
region
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Which languages do our students learn?
Year 7: All pupils study French and Mandarin. 32 students also work through the Mandarin Excellence 
Programme
Year 8: Pupils study French and Spanish. MEP students choose one language alongside Mandarin. 
Year 9: Pupils continue to study the same two languages they chose in Year 8.
Year 10-11: MEP students study Mandarin at GCSE. All other pupils choose at least one language to study at 
GCSE, though many choose to study two.
Year 12-13: French and Spanish are available to study at A-Level.
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• As the most spoken language in the world, Mandarin Chinese opens up a world of opportunity and 
has been identified as one of the most important languages for the UK’s future prosperity. 

• All year 7 students will study two hours a week of Mandarin alongside French. However, there is an 
opportunity for 32 students to have a place on the Mandarin Excellence Programme. 

• Students on the Mandarin Excellence Programme will receive four hours of teacher-taught 
classroom lessons each week (two as a part of their normal school timetable and two additional 
after-school sessions), and will be expected to complete a further 4 hours of self-study per week, 
with the occasional intensive study day. MEP students will be expected to be on track to complete 
their GCSE/A Level (or equivalent), and eventually HSK level 4 and 5.

• The Programme aims give pupils an immersive experience of China through digital media and visits 
to China for some pupils. All students who are interested in the Mandarin Excellence Programme 
will attend a Saturday-session in September, and then complete an aptitude test. 



What topics can our students expect 
to cover?

During KS3 and KS4 pupils will learn how to:

· describe themselves and other people.
· talk about their local area.
· how to express opinions 
· discuss television, cinema and other forms of 
media.
· order food and drink.
· purchase items in shops.
· make arrangements for travel.
· discuss sports and free-time activities.
· describe life at home and school.
· use key grammar concepts.

What does language learning look 
like at BVGS?

Language lessons at BVGS are lively, fast paced and 
varied. We favour a communicative approach to 
language learning with maximal use of the Target 
language from both teachers and pupils. 

Pupils enjoy a wide range of activities that make 
use of various media such as the internet, voice 
recorders and video. Group work, speaking 
activities and games are a common feature of all 
lessons.      

Wherever possible we utilise the pupil voice to 
direct our teaching so as to ensure our lessons are 
as enjoyable and relevant as possible.



Here are some thoughts from our students on learning    
languages.

“Language lessons at BVGS are like no other lesson in school. You never know what you are 
going to learn when you walk through the door and you always have a sense of 

accomplishment when you walk out” 

“Languages are the key to exploring different cultures and how the world works. The skills I 
have acquired over the years thanks to BVGS’s captivating teaching methods have 

encouraged me to develop my learning further and hopefully never stop”

“Language lessons are great because each lesson inspires you and there’s always something 
that make you think” 

“The language teachers are the best in school, consistently delivering high-quality engaging 
and fun lessons being enthusiastic and showing masterful command of their subjects. The 

exchanges and school trips are fantastic.”

“Language lessons are the best because I know that by learning a language I am helping my 
future career”

“Learning languages opens the door to new places, new cultures, new friendships and makes 
us look at the same things but through different eyes” 

“Learning languages is so important in today’s world. They are the only subjects in which 
what you learn is a skill for life and a language degree is the second best for employability 

after medicine. Pourquoi pas?”



Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

Head of French - Jack Grant j.grant@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
Head of German - Mark Keeble m.keeble@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
Head of Spanish - April Slater a.slater@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
Head of Mandarin - Miao Wang m.wang@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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