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Dear Students 

I wanted to write to you, as a member of the cohort that is most affected by the government’s 
announcement that GCSE exams are cancelled, to reassure you that Bishop Vesey’s Grammar 
School will support every one of you in your next steps through education and beyond.  
 
I know that this is an uncertain time for you. You will undoubtedly have many questions about the 
next stages in your education, many of which we don’t have the answers to at this stage. We are 
here to support you now and in the future and will continue to liaise with UCAS, the DfE, Ofqual 
and the exam boards to make sure we are informed and you are dealt with fairly. Rest assured, 
your futures are at the forefront of our priorities. 
 
The latest statements we have on this matter are to be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/update-following-announcement-on-exams-and-grades  

We are awaiting precise instructions and guidance about how predicted grades will be generated 

for every student. In the meantime, please do not contact individual teachers about your 

predicted grades. 

 All of your teachers have worked extremely hard to set up remote learning opportunities via 
Microsoft Teams with the aim of preparing you to sit those exams that have now been cancelled. 
Work will continue to be set on Teams for Year 11 until the end of May. 
 
During this enforced closure, please prepare yourself for A-level study.  I  commend this excellent 
resource to you: https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Open-Your-Mind-Final.pdf  
 
However, if you are unhappy with any aspect of your current GCSE performance, the priority for 
you must be to continue to study for your GCSEs. If the grades you receive in July are not as you 
would wish them to be, the government says you “will have the opportunity to sit an exam at the 
earliest reasonable opportunity, once schools are open again. Students will also have the option 
to sit their exams in summer 2021.” 
 
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School is a very special place. You are part of the reason why it is so 
special. At this challenging time for our community, you will undoubtedly miss your friends, 
teachers and support staff. Staff will miss you too. We rely upon each other for challenge, humour, 
balance and routine. Rest assured that BVGS will strive to support you in other ways, beyond the 
academic, over the coming months and for a long time after that.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/update-following-announcement-on-exams-and-grades
https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Open-Your-Mind-Final.pdf


If you feel vulnerable, need some advice on academic matters, or simply want to make contact 
over the coming weeks please contact as follows: 
Mr D. Robson Headteacher d.robson@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
Miss R Hearn Deputy Head r.hearn@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  
Mr R Bowen Deputy Head r.bowen@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
Miss K Steadman Safeguarding Lead k.steadman@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  
Mr D Goodwin Head of 6th Form d.goodwin@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  
Miss N Field Head of Year 11 n.field@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  
  
We are so proud of the Class of 2020.  Please look after yourselves, your families and friends and 
everyone else around you. We look forward to opportunities to celebrate together in the future; 
to mark your time in the school in an appropriate and memorable way. But for now, stay safe and 
healthy and know that BVGS is with you every step of the way.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Dominic Robson 

Headteacher 
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