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Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

The Government’s Statement of Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We wanted to send you this letter to reassure you that we are working our very hardest to 
support pupils at this difficult time. As you will most likely be aware, schools across England have 
been ordered to close. The Prime Minster said in his press conference of yesterday evening: ‘after 
schools shut their gates on Friday afternoon, they will remain closed for the vast majority of pupils 
until further notice.’   

 

For many students, attending Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School provides a sense of safety and 
comfort, as well as structure and routine. We are saddened that most students will not be able to 
continue education on site. 

 

We are also devastated that external Summer examinations (‘A’ Levels and GCSEs) will not be 
going ahead in May and June. Students prepare their whole academic lives for exams to take place 
then, so we can understand and share in the pain, anxiety and frustration that exams will not be 
taking place as scheduled. We, like you, currently remain in the dark about when exams will be 
rescheduled. Or indeed if they are to be rescheduled at all. As always, as soon as we have further 
information we will be communicating this with you.  

 

As per the latest government guidance, we will still be providing education on site for children of 
parents or carers categorised as ‘key-workers’ and for vulnerable children. The government are to 
issue further guidance on exactly which professions fall into this category, but for the moment our 
understanding is that these following groups can send their children to school, and schools must 
provide a service for them: 

• Anyone working in the NHS 
• Anyone working in social care  



• Other ‘critical workers’: policemen and delivery drivers 

 

The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, has said a full list of key worker categories 
will be published by the Cabinet Office tomorrow.  

 

There will also be onsite education for vulnerable children. These children are:  

• Those with a social worker 
• Those with Education, Health and Care Plans (a legal document which describes a child’s 

special educational needs and the support they require) 

 

This letter details 4 important topics:  

1. Certifying if two members of your household are ‘key-workers’ 
2. How will school work for those students who are not children of ‘key-workers’?  
3. How will school work for children of ‘key-workers’? 
4. Addressing the cancellation/postponement of public exams  

 

 

1. Certifying if two members of your household are ‘key-workers’ 

We are working on the assumption that if one member of your household is not a key-worker, 
they will be working from home and therefore are able to provide childcare. If you are a single-
parent keyworker, you will of course be able to send your child to school.  

 

For now, in the name of trying to proceed as efficiently as possible, we just need you to do the 
following to confirm that you are a key-worker and that your child can therefore come to school 
on Monday.  

 

Please complete these steps with the upmost urgency to ensure your child can attend school on 
Monday. The deadline for the school to receive this email with these vital pieces of information 
is Friday 20th March by 10am. 

1. Your full name / the full name of both parents who are keyworkers 
2. The profession(s) you work in  



3. Your child’s full name and form  
4. Please send these three key pieces of vital information to Communications and 

Marketing Lead, Martha Davis, on: m.davis@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk .  

We understand there is uncertainty about the exact definition of a key-worker. For now, as per the 
government’s statement, key-workers are defined as:  

• Anyone working in the NHS 
• Anyone working in social care  
• Other ‘critical workers’: policemen and delivery drivers 

 

We therefore request only to receive an email if both adults in the household, or if the only adult 
providing care in the home, work(s) in these jobs. Thank you.  

 

The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, has said a full list of key worker categories 
will be published by the Cabinet Office tomorrow. The defined jobs above will broaden after we 
receive this list and you will be updated accordingly.  

 

 

2. How will school work for those students who are not children of ‘key-workers’?  

As per my letters of Thursday 12th March and Tuesday 17th March we have a robust Teams system 
which is already in action. Students will be able to access lessons, resources and worksheets, as 
well as receive teacher feedback using this system. Due to the huge increase in worldwide demand 
for Microsoft Teams, there can at times be access issues. These issues are however resolved 
promptly by Microsoft and never interfere for extended periods of time. The system is not perfect, 
but it is an excellent way to provide continuity of education and keep communication between our 
students and teachers open.  

 

 

3. How will school work for those students who are children of ‘key-workers’?  

We will gain further clarity on this picture once we know exact numbers. Please be assured, there 
will be appropriate staffing levels and facilities available to children attending school on-site. They 
will have supervision to complete work set by their teachers.  

 



 

 

4. Addressing the cancellation/postponement of public exams 

We, like you, await further clarification from central government on the ‘cancellation of public 
exams in May and June’. We will update you when we know more. 

 

We thank you for your patience and understanding as we navigate through the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Dominic Robson 


