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Dear Parents / Carers and Year 9 students 

GCSE Curriculum Evening for Year 9 and their parents 
Thursday 16 January 2020 

I am delighted to offer you the opportunity to attend our GCSE Curriculum Evening on  
Thursday 16 January 2020 which forms part of the option choice process.  The session will run from 
4.30pm-6.30pm.  The evening will provide you and Year 9 students with important information 
regarding the GCSE courses available. 

The curriculum that all Year 10 and Year 11 students undertake is outlined below. They study 10 GCSEs. 

Six CORE subjects 

 

At least one 
Modern Foreign 

Language 

 

One Humanities 
Subject 

 Two Option 
Subjects 

(can include a further 
language or 

humanities subject) 

Core Subjects   Modern Foreign 
Languages  

 Humanities – 
either:  

 Option Subjects  

Mathematics  French   Geography  Art 

English Language  German  History  Computing 

English Literature  Spanish    Economics 

Biology      Design & Technology 

Chemistry      Music 

Physics      Physical Education 

      Religious Studies 

A copy of the GCSE option booklet is available on the school website.  In order to access the booklet 
online, go to http://www.bvgs.co.uk/, click on the Parents section, then Handbook and you will find 
the booklet listed as 'GCSE Options Booklet'. 

Following the Curriculum Evening, students are invited to indicate a number of option choices by 
completing the online Option choice form which is accessed through the Student Sims App. Please 
find instructions attached.  
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The option process, and associated support, is carried out in a number of phases: 

 Year 9 interim report October 2019 
 Year 9 Parents Evening 20 November 2019 
 Year 9 GCSE Options Evening 16 January 2020 
 Forms to be completed on line through the SIMS Student App by Thursday 30 January 2020 
 Curriculum and timetable model produced to accommodate as many student requests as possible  
 Year 9 interim report February 2020 

Unfortunately, due to the complexities of the timetable, together with staffing and rooming 
restrictions, it may not be possible to satisfy all student requests; if this is the case then 
departments may operate a selection process taking into account effort and attainment in their 
subject areas.  The selection is based upon the following criteria: 

 highest recent assessment on most recent interim report, highest commitment grade in 
most recent card mark report and then; 

 highest average commitment grade across all subjects in most recent card mark report 

In Physical Education, selection is based upon the following criteria: 

 highest recent assessment on most recent card mark report, highest commitment grade in 
most recent card mark report and then; 

 the student’s commitment to sports at school, and outside of school, as students need to 
be physically proficient in three sports. 

In some cases, where a student’s attainment in their final interim report in June is below that 
anticipated when the student selected their options, a student may alter their option choice.  It 
should be noted such changes will only be possible if class sizes enable such a change to be made. 

During the evening staff in departments of Option subject will be available during all of the six 
sessions below to talk about studying in their subject at GCSE. 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session5 Session 6 

4:30pm – 4:40pm 4:50pm – 5:00pm 5:10pm – 5:20pm 5:30pm – 5:40pm 5:50pm – 6:00pm 6:10pm – 6:20pm 

A short presentation explaining the Options process will be delivered in Big School at 4:30pm and 
repeated at 5:30pm.  It is important that you attend one of these talks. 

I look forward to seeing you on the 16 January 2020. 

Yours sincerely  

Kate Steadman 
Assistant Head Teacher  
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