
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School

Year 12 Welcome Evening 

Tuesday 15th October



Making the most of Year 12 

 Making the transition from GCSE to A-Level.

 Establishing an Academic Profile that enables you to apply to your 

desired courses. (University or Apprenticeship)

 Investigating your post 18 options in terms of courses/careers and possible 

destinations.

 To ensure that your application is competitive.

 To make the most of the opportunities afforded to you at School.

 Making a contribution to School and Local Communities. 



Academic Structure
Week 1

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Registration Registration Registration Registration Registration

1
Maths Physics Geography Unsupervised

Physics
2

Geography Supervised Physics Geography Supervised

3
Supervised Geography Maths Maths Unsupervised

4
Physics Maths Unsupervised Physics Geography

Assembly

Games/Enrich

Registration Registration

5
Enrichment Unsupervised Unsupervised Maths

3 or 4 subjects

10 hours contact time per subject

Enrichment (4 periods a week)

Study periods

15 hours minimum additional study



Year 12 UCAS ;Predicted Grades

 UCAS predicted grades will be calculated by applying the following formula to the 

academic performance of a student in Year 12. Departments will nominate 6 - 8 

assessments in half terms 2, 3 & 4, which will count towards 30% of the final UCAS 

prediction. It is the responsibility of the Department to inform students, which 

assessments count towards UCAS predictions. This should be done prior to the first 

“nominated assessment”. The rest of the prediction will be based upon their 

performance in two Departmental UCAS papers in May of their Lower Sixth 

Year. Therefore, these two examinations will account for 70% of the final UCAS 

grade. Once a Year 12 combined ‘UCAS Grade’ is calculated, one grade will be added 

to provide the ‘UCAS Predicted Grade’. 



Planning Your week. 



How do I plan my time?

■ 5 Hours a week

■ Make the most of your frees

■ Those doing 3 Subjects do your homework at home and questions in 
school

■ Spend spare time doing something worthwhile



Have a System 

 Folders are essential for A levels – I would strongly advise against exercise 

books

 Date all your notes.

 Have at least two folders per subject. 

 If you don’t like carrying 3/4 folders to school have one main one for 

current work.

 Keep work in sections, chapter by chapter.

 Get into the habit of revising properly for end of topic tests!







Be Realistic

 I would suggest that at a minimum do all textbook questions.

 If you’re doing 4 A-levels don’t be mislead (its going to be hard).

 Year 2 is a huge step up from year 1 so be prepared .

 Don’t get too relaxed, work will pile up.

 Make sure to go out and don’t overload yourself on the weekend, but try not to 

let the weekend lead into the week



End of topic Assessments.

 Make notes on the topic. Everyone has their own way.

 Ideally do all questions from that topic, especially the end of chapter ones.

 Highlight hard questions and if you don’t understand speak to a teacher.

 Create a secondary crib sheet of the things you constantly forget and any particularly hard 
questions.

 Night before the test, recap over the crib sheet.

 All in all its about 4-5 hours work and most teachers will give you at least 7 days notice so its not a 
huge ask. 



The Vesey Award 

 The Concept

 A formal certificate to recognise and reward individual participation in 

the co-curricular life of the School.  Participation in the ‘Vesey Award 

Scheme’ provides students with the foundations for strong post-18 

applications.  It also encourages students to engage with the local 

community.  The award also acts as a guide to Officer Selection, such that 

students who have not achieved the Vesey Award are less likely to be 

shortlisted. A full colours crest will be awarded in addition to the 

certificate.



Time Scale & Receipt of Recognition

 Students must complete the participation criteria during the first two terms 

of Year 12.  Evidence must be submitted in the first week back after Easter 

(giving students the time to organise it during the break). Decisions on 

which students have been successful can then take place.



Criteria

To receive the award students must 

complete at least five of the six criteria. 
1. Internal Leadership (minimum one term) 

 Academic mentoring; Classroom assistance; Leadership in Sport/Music/Drama 

 

2. Community Contribution (minimum one term) 

 Charity Shop; Care Home; Primary School Placement 

 

3. Event Element 

 Year group assembly; House assembly; Whole school event; Entrance exam 

 

4. Extra-curricular participation (performance and preparation for a BVGS society/team for minimum 

one term) 

 Sports team; Choir, band, ensemble etc.; Debating; Drama 

 

5. Academic Enrichment to be organised by the student (in addition to Enrichment Week)  

 University masterclass; Summer School; Subject Taster Day 

 

6. Charity Element 

 Involvement in leading/creating an internal charity event 

 



Transition from GCSE to A-Level 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0Z6mL-

6mFA&safe=true

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0Z6mL-6mFA&safe=true


The Importance of Super Curricular 

 https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Open-Your-Mind-

Final.pdf

 Student Super Curricular Booklet

 This is how you make yourself competitive.

 You are what you read………………

https://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Open-Your-Mind-Final.pdf


Yale Online Lectures

 Game Theory in Economics

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nM3rTU927io&list=PL80B9E6EBEC3630

21&safe=true

 Ancient History

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuJ7lGZVUl4&list=PL023BCE51342439

87&index=8&safe=true

 Quantum Mechanics (Physics)

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK2eFv7ne_Q&list=PLF366409F51FF3

CA8&safe=true

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nM3rTU927io&list=PL80B9E6EBEC363021&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuJ7lGZVUl4&list=PL023BCE5134243987&index=8&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK2eFv7ne_Q&list=PLF366409F51FF3CA8&safe=true


Making yourself competitive……………

 Throughout my school career I have had a keen interest in Maths; I've 

attended university lectures at Birmingham and Cambridge on infinities 

and the Hilbert's paradox, giving me a new perspective and context to 

my studies.   (Maths & Computer Science) 

 This Autumn, I am attending Oxford University Natural History Museum's 

course "Let's talk about climate". The course aims not only to educate but 

also equip young people to campaign and use science (for example a 

simple experiment to show how carbon retains heat) to explain climate 

change. (Geography)



Making yourself competitive…………..

 I further read some Non-Canonical gospels in Ehrman's 'Lost Scriptures' in 

preparation for the Keble College essay competition, for which I was 

awarded a prize. I contrasted this with translations of the Apostolic Fathers 

to see how these reflect concerns in the church. I was struck by Lake's 

translation of 'christemporos' as 'christmonger' in the 'Didache', and 

explored Early Church personalities in Behr's 'Way to Nicea'. (Theology)

 Volunteering as a tour guide at the Birmingham Back to Backs, I engaged 

with the stories of four local working-class families from 1830 to 1970, 

learning how to paint an evocative yet accurate picture of what life was 

like in the Second City slums. (History)



Making yourself competitive………

 As a result, I attended David Gross's lecture 'The Frontiers of Fundamental 

Physics', which explored fascinating topics such as Quantum fluctuation 

and inflation. With a new interest in theoretical physics, I completed a 

research project entitled 'The Quantum World' with the primary focus on 

Quantum interactions.  (Physics) 

 To gain further insight into the world of Architecture, I attended a 10-day 

summer school at University College London, where I gained skills in design 

and modelling. The focus of the 10 days was to create a cast representing 

my beliefs as to the origin of Architecture. During this time, I visited the 

British History Museum, and took images of the collections there, drawing 

upon them for inspiration for my final cast. (Architecture)



Mrs Ashby 

Careers

&

UCAS



Careers

The provision of an effective careers programme is an essential 

component in enabling students to make fully informed decisions 

about their future



Careers

The provision of an effective careers programme is an essential 

component in enabling students to make fully informed decisions 

about their future, and most importantly to motivate them in 

working towards achieving their goals.



Careers

Career 

Goal

Tertiary education or 
Apprenticeship

A Levels or equivalent

GCSE’s



Academic

 This year is where the foundations for a successful 
university application are laid.

 A productive Year 12 makes Year 13 that little bit 
easier

 Not just academically, it is also the best chance to 
enrich your application with extra-curricular activities



Academic – Study Habits

 Review lessons to consolidate learning

 Revise old topics throughout the year

 Ask if you don’t understand

 Utilise study periods for homework and/or revision

 Practice past paper questions – ensure you understand the marking 

scheme

 Keep your folders organised by separating class notes, revision notes 

and practice questions

 Set a detailed revision timetable



Careers

• 1-to-1 meetings with Careers adviser 

• Careers resources: Prospects, 
Gradcracker, National Careers Service, 
UCAS

• Unifrog

Advice/Guidance

• Masterclasses & taster sessions @ 
Universities

• Speakers, workshops, societies etc..

• Work experience
Opportunities



Careers Department

• The students have been asked to complete a Careers and Higher 

Education Questionnaire which asks for details of any future plans or 

ambitions they currently have.

• For students who are unsure we will be looking to speak with them 

directly.

• Students who have expressed an interest in a particular profession 

will be offered careers seminars and information specific to that 

career.

• Information will be used to advise and signpost students as to the 

most suitable careers pathway.



Careers – Work Experience

Work Experience in Year 12

 Week commencing 1 June 2020 – 5 June 2020

 Students are expected to secure their own placement in readiness for this week



Careers – Work Experience

Work Experience in Year 12

 Guidance and resources 

 Best to find a placement that is linked to their long term career goal.

 For some courses/careers work experience is not only important, but mandatory

 Medics, dentists, vets  and teachers are all required to have some hands on work 

experience at the point of application

 For other courses, particularly law, engineering and finance, it never hurts to have a hands 

on view of the subject which you are applying for



UCAS

 Preparation of applications for University/Apprenticeships will start after the UCAS 

examinations (Mocks) in the summer.

 Crucial that students take these exams seriously – grades achieved in their UCAS 

examinations are used in determining their predicted grades on UCAS applications

 Students’ choice of enrichment, work experience and extra curricular activities help in 

supporting their application for university/employment. Professions such as medicine, 

dentistry, veterinary science and  teaching will need relevant work experience. 



UCAS – University Applications

 Choose enrichment activities based on your preferred degree subject if possible

 Attend masterclasses, even if you’re not sure yet of the subject you want to study (it helps 

you decide)

 Visit lots of universities and ask students specific questions about the course

 Make some time to read books on things you might be interested in, watch TED talks so 

choices are easier, as well as writing personal statements and interviews

 Don’t think about just university, think about other options like degree apprenticeships



University Masterclasses



University Masterclasses

Particle Physics (Year 12 & 13)

• Location:  Birmingham University

• Date : Wednesday 6th November 2019 (13:00-15:00)

• Category : Lectures Talks and Workshops

• About: This masterclass introduces students to the current view of particle physics and will 
cover what we think we are made of at a fundamental level. There will be some discussion 

of the evidence found so far to lead us to this view. There will also be some discussion of 

where the research is going now and in the future - what is happening at CERN and 

elsewhere? What are the big questions still to be answered?



University Masterclasses

Making a Murderer (Year 12 & 13)

• Location:  Birmingham University

• Date : Wednesday 13th November 2019 (13:00-15:00)

• Category : Lectures Talks and Workshops

About: Aimed at year 12 or 13 students with an interest in Psychology or Criminology, this 
Masterclass will explore the factors that contribute to how criminals are perceived in the 

public and private sphere, and ask students to come up with their own method of assessing 

the risk of those with the potential to commit crime.

Students will be given the opportunity to understand the factors research indicates as 

important for understanding and treating offenders, and will be encouraged to think critically 

about what they might see/hear in the media.



University Summer Schools

Example University Summer Schools

University of Bristol

University of Cambridge

Cardiff University

Durham University

Imperial College London

Edinburgh University

University of Warwick

Kings College London

UCL

University of Nottingham

Southampton



Queries

Please don’t hesitate to email me : 

n.ashby@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk



My 

Enrichment 
BY MOREBLESSING MLAMBO



Enriching Your Personal Statement/CV Profile
Leadership Teamwork Caring Commitment Extra Things

My 

Example 

Roles 

● Young Leader at 

Girl Guides

● Medic Mentor 

School 

Ambassador

● Charity Officer

Look into 

- St John’s 

Cadets 

- NCS 

Regional/Nation

al Ambassador

● Gold Dofe

● Netball

● AV 

(audiovisua

l) team

● Acorns 

Charity 

Shop

Birmingham 

Children’s 

Hospital 

Young Adult 

Volunteer 

Look into 

- Gracewell/ 

local care 

home

- Volunteer 

at Hospice

● Acorns 

Volunteering 

( >9 months)

● Birmingham 

Children’s 

Hospital (>9 

months)

● Young 

leader >9 

months)

Hobbies

● Piano

● Baking

Look into

- National 

Essay 

Competitio

ns

- Societies



List of all Work Experiences 
- St Giles Hospice (5 day placement)

- Paediatric Department - George Eliot Hospital (2 day placement)

- Young People with Disabilities - Saxon Hill Academy (3 day placement)

- Nuffield Department Surgical Sciences - Oxford (5 day placement)

- Plastic Surgery - Birmingham Children Hospital (5 day placement)

Remember quality > quantity. What you learn is more valuable than what you do. 



My NDS Experience

I



Being Productive on Placement 

● Make use of the people around you - even the non 

medics eg nurses :

○ Ask questions

○ Compare their role to that of doctor

○ Embrace the core NHS values 

● Use Medic Portal for Template

● 1. Why did you choose your specialty?

● 2. What do you enjoy/not enjoy about being a 

doctor?

● 3. What advice would you give me on applying to 

Medicine?



What can you do now?

Sign up for Medic Mentor conference this 2 day conference will help you get into the top 10%. For non medics sign 

up for University Master Classes and other subject specific conferences. 

- Super Curricular > Extracurricular

- Invest in Podcast,Journals, BBC news,impact of Brexit, 

- Enter Olympiads / National or Regional Challenges

- Publications of Magazines or Articles 

- Enterprise and Innovation 

- Do a Research Project  ( for both your course and an topic you are interest 

- Teaching and Mentoring ( Lead societies, support group)

- Ask and research for contacts!! 



Non-Medical Enrichment







TIME MANAGEMENT
HARRY JAMES



Monday Tuesday Wednesda

y

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

8.00-9.00 Form Form Form Form Form Rugby Football

9.00-10.00 French Psychology F.Maths D.O. Psychology Rugby Football

10.00-11.00 F.Maths D.O. Maths F.Maths French Rugby Football

11.00-12.00 Psychology F.Maths French French Maths Rugby Football

12.00-13.00 Maths French Psychology Maths F.Maths Rugby Football

13.00-14.00 Lunch/HW Lunch/HW Lunch/HW Lunch/HW Lunch/HW Food EPQ 
Research

14.00-15.00 EPQ Maths Rugby Psychology French Villa EPQ 
Research

15.00-16.00 Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Football Villa EPQ 
Research

16.00-17.00 Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Journey 
Home

Football Villa Sunday 
Dinner

17.00-18.00 Hw Hw Hw Hw Hw Villa Sunday 
Dinner

18.00-19.00 Notes Notes Notes Notes Notes Villa Notes

19.00-20.00 F.Maths ER French ER Maths ER Psychology 
ER

Out Out Notes

20.00-21.00 Psychology 
ER

F.Maths ER French ER Maths ER Out Out Chill 

21.00-22.00 Family Family Family Family Out Out Chill

22.00-23.00 Chill Chill Chill Chill Out Out Chill

Me time

Sport

In School 
Schoolwork

Out of School 
Schoolwork

School 
Timetable

27/97 – 28%

13/97 – 13%

15/97 – 15%

18/97 – 19%

24/97 – 25%



Tips to manage time effectively

 Build around the essentials

 Incorporate time for yourself into your plan 

 Constant work is ineffective, take breaks

 Exercise and healthy diet is key

 Sleep well

 Understand what is best for you



What is ‘the Vesey Experience’ and how 
does the Inspiration and Excellence Fund 
enable this? 

Giving our 
students a 

competitive 
advantage 

Enabling our 
students to 

become  well-
rounded 

Encouraging  
enquiring 

minds 

Opportunity 
to develop 

and nurture 
talent

Participation 
for all

The pursuit 
of academic 
excellence 



The Pursuit of Academic Excellence



Enabling students to become well-rounded



Opportunity to develop and nurture talent



Giving our students a competitive advantage



Encouraging enquiring minds



Participation for all



Dr Reilly; Head of Year 12 

 Positive Attitudes to Learning



Positive Attitudes to Learning

1. Review and Reframe your motivations

2. Leverage the power of the people around you

3. Clarify and track  your learning goals

4. Believe in your capability of achieving your goals

5. Make it last!

‘The future is not a gift to any of us . . . It is the reward for 
what we do now.’



Fostering Resilience

 Competence: When we notice what students are doing right 
and give them opportunities to develop important skills, they feel 
competent. We undermine competence when we don't allow 
young people to recover themselves after a fall

 Confidence: Young people need confidence to be able to 
navigate the world, think outside the box, and recover from 
challenges.

 Connection: Connections with other people, schools, and 
communities offer young people the security that allows them to 
stand on their own and develop creative solutions.



Fostering Resilience

 Character: Young people need a clear sense of right and wrong and 

a commitment to integrity.

 Contribution: Students who contribute to the well-being of others will 

receive gratitude rather than condemnation. They will learn that 

contributing feels good and may therefore more easily turn to others, 

and do so without shame.

 Coping: Students who possess a variety of healthy coping strategies 

will be less likely to turn to dangerous quick fixes when stressed.

 Control: Students who understand privileges and respect are earned 

through demonstrated responsibility will learn to make wise choices 

and feel a sense of control.



Key Dates for Year 12

16th October: Baseline results recorded

6th November: Sixth Form Open Evening*

12th December: L6 Parents’ Evening

17th January: Completion of Work Experience Forms

7th February: Whole School Review & Careers Fair

03rd March: Higher Education Evening 7-8pm.

4th-15th May : UCAS Qualifying Exams

18th May: Students return to School following UCAS exams

1st – 5th June: Enrichment Week

2rd July: UCAS Exams Results morning

9th July: Review Day and University Fair

17th July: School year ends 



Thank you for listening………


