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 Accidental Friends by Helena Pielichaty: At any other time, they would never have met. 

Bright, arty Emma with the steady boyfriend and a new baby. James, the 

public schoolboy who won a bet but flunked all his exams in the process. 

Leon, sent to college instead of prison who's angry at the world and 

determined on revenge. And bolshy Grace, who acts like she doesn't 

care, but underneath it all has a very surprising secret to spring on the 

others. Thrust together on the first day of term at college the four of 

them form an unlikely and uneasy alliance that eventually leads to 

friendship, and even love. But if it really was fate that brought them 

together, it is a completely different, life-threatening, accident that will test their 

friendship and loyalty to the extreme. 

 An Act of Love by Alan Gibbons: Childhood friends Chris and 

Imran celebrate the Millennium as inseparable blood brothers - they are 

both seven years old. But by 2011 their lives have taken very different 

paths. One has joined the Army and served in Afghanistan, the other is 

a potential jihad recruit. They are no longer friends, and there are 

bitter wounds between them which remain unhealed. Will their childhood 

bond be strong enough to overcome an extremist plot? In a highly-

charged, honest and life affirming story, told in flashback from both 

Chris and Imran's viewpoint, Alan Gibbon's cleverly explores the very 

real issue of terrorism that affects everyone today. 
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 After Tomorrow by Gillian Cross: Matt’s world is collapsing. Following 

‘Armageddon’ Monday, when the five big banks crashed, armed 

robbers are roaming the streets, money has become worthless, and 

people are going hungry. Matt’s family have survived by growing and 

trading their own food, but they  have now become the target of 

raiders. 

The only hope for Matt and his little brother, Taco, is to escape to 

France through the Channel Tunnel, herded together with other 

migrants in the back of a truck. But when they get there, life isn’t 

much better. In a makeshift refugee camp in Les Mondeaux they find 

themselves the target of hostile locals and conmen, and prey to hunger and sickness. All 

Matt’s inner resources are put to the test as he struggles to survive . . . 

 The Apple Tart of Hope by Sarah Moore Fitzgerald: A touching and funny story about 

being an outsider which is illuminated by touches of magic. Oscar and Meg are next-door-

neighbours and best friends. But when Meg moves away everything changes. Now Paloma 

Killealy lives next door and Oscar gets advice of a very different kind. When 

things begin to spiral out of control – partly because of the apple tarts - Oscar 

takes drastic action. Can Meg find out what has gone wrong and begin to put it 

right? 

 Arrowhead by Ruth Eastham: When thirteen-year-old Jack moves to Norway, 

he's sure there's no truth in the local myths and legends. But then he comes 

face to face with one: the body of a Norse warrior boy, frozen in the ice, and 

carrying with him an ancient arrowhead - that contains a terrible curse. If 

Jack's going to survive, he has to overcome both an ancient wrong and a newly-risen 

enemy in this thrilling adventure from an award-winning author.  

 Artichoke Hearts by Sita Brahmachari: Twelve-year-old Mira comes from a chaotic, 

artistic and outspoken family where it's not always easy to be heard. As her beloved 

Nana Josie's health declines, Mira begins to discover the secrets of those around her, 

and also starts to keep some of her own. She is drawn to mysterious Jide, a boy who is 

clearly hiding a troubled past and has grown hardened layers - like those of an artichoke 

- around his heart. As Mira is experiencing grief for the first time, she is also 

discovering the wondrous and often mystical world around her. An incredibly insightful, 

honest novel exploring the delicate balance, and often injustice, of life and death - but at 

its heart is a celebration of friendship, culture - and life. 

 Because You’ll Never Meet Me by Leah Thomas: Ollie and Moritz are 

two teenagers who will never meet. Each of them lives with a life-

affecting illness. Contact with electricity sends Ollie into  debilitating 

seizures, while Moritz has a heart defect and is kept alive by an 

electronic pacemaker. If they did meet, Ollie would seize, but turning off 

the pacemaker would kill Moritz. Through an exchange of letters, the two 

boys develop a strong bond of friendship which becomes a lifeline during 

dark times - until Moritz reveals that he holds the key to their shared, 

sinister past, and has been keeping it from Ollie all along. 
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 Billionaire Boy by David Walliams: Joe has a lot of reasons to be happy. About a billion 

of them, in fact. You see, Joe's rich. Really, really rich. Joe's got his own bowling alley, 

his own cinema, even his own butler who is also an orang-utan. He's the wealthiest twelve-

year-old in the land. But Joe isn't happy. Why not? Because he's got a billion pounds...and 

not a single friend. But then someone comes along, someone who likes Joe for Joe, not 

for his money. The problem is, Joe's about to learn that when money is involved, nothing 

is what it seems. The best things in life are free, they say - and if Joe's not careful, 

he's going to lose them all... 

 Black Rabbit Summer by Kevin Brooks: Pete Boland was busy doing 

nothing that summer. Then she called. ' Listen Pete ... you know that 

funfair... I thought we could all meet up... You know, for old times' sake'. 

But, where there are old times, there are old tensions. And as secrets, 

bitterness and jealousies resurface, five old friends are plunged into 

the worst night of their lives. 

 The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne: Bruno doesn't like his new house. He 

had to leave all his friends behind in Berlin, and there are no children to play with here - 

until Bruno meets Shmuel, a boy who lives on the other side of the wire fence near 

Bruno's house, and who wears a strange uniform of striped pyjamas. 

 Butterfly Summer by Anne-Marie Conway: A gripping story which catches the 

importance of friendship – even when there are dark, dark secrets. When Becky and her 

mum return to where her mum grew up she uncovers an old photo which 

reveals something about her family she has never known before. Mum’s 

too busy with her new job to ask but Becky finds a very special friend in 

the beautiful Butterfly Garden. There are secrets everywhere in this 

atmospheric story which is beautifully resolved. 

 The Child’s Elephant by Rachel Campbell-Johnston: Bat and his 

closest friend, Muka, are catapulted into a new life of unimaginable 

terror. Now memories of their village world feel so far away. Will the 

bond between elephant and child remain strong enough to save them? 

 Death Ray by Craig Simpson: FRANCE, JANUARY 1941 The Second World War is 

raging and Britain is staring at defeat. Intelligence indicates that the Nazis have built a 

deadly weapon on the French coast. Could a Death Ray really exist? There's only one way 

to find out - to steal it. Finn, Loki and Freya are fully trained agents with Special Ops. 

Officially, they don't exist - they're perfect for this secret and dangerous mission. A 

story inspired by one of the most amazing raids of WWII. 

 Extraordinary Means by Robyn Schneider: When he's sent to Latham House, a 

boarding school for sick teens, Lane thinks his life may as well be over. But when he 

meets Sadie and her friends - a group of eccentric troublemakers - he realises that 

maybe getting sick is just the beginning. That illness doesn't have to define you, and that 

falling in love is its own cure. Extraordinary Meansis a darkly funny story about true 

friendships, ill-fated love and the rare miracle of second chances. 
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 Forbidden Island by Malcolm Rose: When Mike and his friends decide to go 

for a day's cruising around the coast of Scotland, they are surprised to come 

across a mysterious barren island that doesn't show up on any map or satellite 

image. Determined to explore it, they make some chilling discoveries: piles of 

bones, evidence of explosives, and a strange old abandoned building full of 

scientific equipment - including gas masks. But still none of them quite realizes 

the trouble they're in until a helicopter flies in and blows up their boat, leaving them 

stranded...and falling desperately ill. 

 Fuzzy Mud by Sachar: If you go down to the woods today ...Well, every child knows 

NOT to, don't they? Tamaya is on a scholarship to the prestigious Woodridge Academy 

and every day she and seventh-grader Marshall walk to school together. They never go 

through the woods. And when they arrive at school they stop talking to each other - 

because Marshall can't be seen to be friends with a little kid like Tamaya. Especially not 

with Chad around. Chad-the-bully, who makes Marshall's life utterly miserable. But today, 

hoping to avoid Chad, Marshall and Tamaya decide to go through the woods ...And what is 

waiting there for them is strange, sinister and entirely unexpected. The next day, Chad 

doesn't turn up at school - no one knows where he is, not even his family. And Tamaya's 

arm is covered in a horribly, burning, itchy wound. As two unlikely heroes set out to 

rescue their bully, the town is about to be turned upside down by the mysterious Fuzzy 

Mud. 

 Ganging up by Alan Gibbons: John and Gerry have always been friends, brought 

together by their passion for football. Then Gerry's dad loses his job and everything 

turns sour. The two boys had always steered clear of the gangs at school, but Gerry gets 

drawn in and now he and John find themselves standing on opposite sides. Set in a tough 

inner city Liverpool estate, this story is about friendships, rivalries, and survival played 

out at school and on the football fields. 

 Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian: A heart breaking and 

heart-warming story of a special friendship that grows between Willie 

Beech, evacuated to the country to avoid the Blitz on London, and Tom 

Oakley, the reserved old man who takes him in. Willie has been lonely 

and neglected all his life as his mother lacks the ability to care for him. 

Under Mister Tom’s patient and kind guidance Willie grows emotionally 

and physically to become the boy he should have been. But then his 

mother wants him back home in London. Must Willie lose everything that 

has made him happy? 

 Grave Dirt by E.E. Richardson: Darren would do anything to see his dead best mate 

once more - even try out Mad Mary's grave doll. But tampering with evil forces brings 

terrible consequences...Terrifying horror. 

 Half My Facebook Friends are Ferrets by J.A. Buckle: Humour, technology, 

friendship, a ferret called Ozzy - this book has got it all. Written in diary format there 

is plenty here to entertain teens with jokes, music, friendship circles and chaotic family 

life. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9tpTs8d_RAhVDXBoKHaU3AT4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6285720-the-forbidden-island&bvm=bv.145063293,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNG1hYLNJWMQY3ZtCYOOmuiYbGLmjA&ust=1485522805941461
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0zNSUguDRAhXMPRoKHXnfAdwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Goodnight-Mister-Tom-Puffin-Book/dp/0141354801&psig=AFQjCNE1gSBcR1GD7cLu4snB6VS4WCxRnw&ust=1485527186505285
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 The Great Ice Cream Heist by Elen Caldecott: 'Those McIntyres are nothing but 

trouble!' When the McIntyre family moves in next door, Eva is intrigued - 

it is the first interesting thing to happen for ages. But her ever 

protective Dad - even more protective since Eva's mum died - does not 

agree. And the McIntyres are certainly noisy! But Eva is curious about 

Jamie, who she often sees on the roof of his garden shed, escaping the 

family chaos. Then Eva gets to know Jamie a bit better. And when he is 

accused of vandalising the local park, Eva is sure he didn't do it. It is up 

to Eva to stick up for him - but then Jamie disappears. Eva is now in a 

race against time, which snowballs into a helter-skelter race with a 

'borrowed' ice cream van, lots of irate keep-fit enthusiasts and lashings 

of ice-cream! 

 The Great Unexpected by Sharon Creech: In the little town of Blackbird Tree a series 

of curious events unfold when Naomi and Lizzie, two spirited orphan girls, meet the 

strangely charming new boy, Finn. Three locked trunks, the mysterious Dingle Dangle 

man, a pair of rooks, a crooked bridge, and that boy change their lives forever. As the 

story alternates between their small town and across-the-ocean Ireland, two worlds are 

woven together, revealing that hearts can be mended and that there is indeed a 

gossamer thread that connects us all. 

 Jessica’s Ghost by Andrew Norriss: Francis is a bit of an outsider and doesn’t really 

have friends. But he finds it really easy to talk to Jessica. They’ve got lots in common 

and are firm friends within hours of meeting. It doesn’t really matter to either that 

Jessica’s a ghost. Funny, clever, beautifully written this wonderful book shows how 

quickly life can change so that it can appear impossible one moment, be full of hope and 

possibilities the next. 

 Just Jealous by Anne Cassidy: Elise has a crush. She's been infatuated 

with her best friend, Carl, for as long as she can remember. When he starts 

dating an American girl who's just arrived at their school, Elise thinks it will 

just be a short fling. When she realizes it's not, she decides she needs to 

take matters into her own hands... 

 Liar by Pete Johnson:  When best mates Dave and Ryan try to out-do 

each other with crazy lies, things start to get out of control. A fun comedy about 

friendship. 

 Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin Talley: It's 1959 The battle for civil 

rights is raging. And it is Sarah's first day of school as one of the first 

black students at previously all-white Jefferson High No one wants 

Sarah there. Not the Governor. Not the teachers. And certainly not the 

students - especially Linda, daughter of the town's most ardent 

segregationist. Sarah and Linda are supposed to despise each other. But 

the more time they spend together, the less their differences matter. 

And both girls start to feel something they've never felt before. 

Something they're determined ignore. Because it is one thing to stand 

up to an unjust world - but another to be terrified of what's in your own heart. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijibrPguDRAhXFnBoKHfJbAooQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/the-great-ice-cream-heist-9781408820506/&psig=AFQjCNF1KJmgS93bvoqgV4i-_CMCxVlc_A&ust=1485527310304784
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE3YPzguDRAhXFfRoKHd3PCwwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6413438-just-jealous&psig=AFQjCNEGN6gzuvhqJf7eSP3TEmaooX9rsA&ust=1485527365587444
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrs4eSg-DRAhVI1hoKHdMKA08QjRwIBw&url=http://www.robintalley.com/lies-we-tell-ourselves-2/&psig=AFQjCNFM48Re6CJamY0AGng8YOBBQTW3RA&ust=1485527449720130


6 

 

 The Middle of Nowhere by Geraldine McCaughrean: When her mother dies from a 

snakebite, Comity's life in the Australian outback changes forever. As her father 

retreats into his work, Comity turns to Fred, the Aboriginal yard boy, who becomes her 

only friend. But then a new assistant arrives who delights in playing cruel games. As Fred 

becomes his target, events spiral dangerously out of control. 

 Mind-Set by Joanna Kenrick: Shaleem is Mark's best mate, and the only Muslim in 

school. When the bombs go off, the hate starts. Will Mark stand up for Shaleem? 

 My Friend’s a Werewolf by Pete Johnson: Now I know for certain Simon is a werewolf! 

Kelly always thought werewolves only existed in stories and late-night films. Until Simon 

moves in next door. Kelly and Simon become instant friends, but Kelly just can't help 

noticing that there's something very odd about her new friend. For one thing, he wears 

black gloves all the time - even at school. And could that be hair starting to sprout on his 

face? Last, but definitely not least, there's the howling at night ...Aren't werewolves 

...dangerous? 

 Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman: Sephy is a Cross - a 

member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a 

'colourless' member of the underclass who were once slaves to the 

Crosses. The two have been friends since early childhood. But that's 

as far as it can go. Until the first steps are taken towards more social 

equality and a limited number of Noughts are allowed into Cross 

schools. Against a background of prejudice and distrust, intensely 

highlighted by violent terrorist activity by Noughts, a romance builds 

between Sephy and Callum - a romance that is to lead both of them 

into terrible danger. 

 Now by Morris Gleitzman:  Now is the third in a series of children's novels about Felix, 

a Jewish orphan caught in the middle of the Holocaust. ONCE I didn't know about my 

grandfather Felix's scary childhood. THEN I found out what the Nazis did to his best 

friend Zelda. NOW I understand why Felix does the things he does. At least he's got me. 

My name is Zelda too. This is our story. 

 Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck: Savvy George and gentle giant Lennie are 

drifters, hustling for a living in a string of dead-end jobs. George looks out for Lennie as 

they move from town to town, running from trouble and dreaming big. A place of their 

own, a piece of land, a bit of money. But trouble follows Lennie like a shadow, and George 

has his work cut out to keep him safe. 

 Ostrich Boys by Keith Gray: Judges: “A life-affirming journey by three 

teenage boys told with sensitivity, compassion and, above all, humour.” 

Kenny, Sim and Blake are about to embark on a remarkable journey. 

Stealing the urn that contains the ashes of their best friend Ross, they 

set out to travel 261 miles from Cleethorpes on the English east coast to 

the tiny hamlet of Ross in southern Scotland. After a depressing and 

dispiriting funeral they feel that taking Ross to Ross will be a fitting 

memorial for a fifteen-year-old boy who changed all their lives through 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil-Y2jh-DRAhXC5xoKHTAnCbAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Noughts-Crosses-Book-Part1-Trilogy/dp/0552555703&psig=AFQjCNHCP2Iz4yjCoWtVCcjX9NQNpUfI7A&ust=1485528559233906
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjx9ay1h-DRAhVFcBoKHRYlAkMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3954368-ostrich-boys&psig=AFQjCNFChYbMCxEups7DOoHT5eXLDMvleA&ust=1485528597717088


7 

 

his friendship. Little do they realise just how much Ross can still affect life for them 

even though he's dead. 

 The Pickle King by Rebecca Promitzer: A hugely entertaining adventure story tinged 

with enough horror to delight but not really to terrify. Bored during a wet holiday, Bea 

and her friend Sam go exploring and come across the body of a dead man. What’s the 

story? Bea and her gang set out to follow the clues and unravel what’s been going on. 

 Playing Against the Odds by Bernard Ashley: Chris's world is turned upside down by 

the arrival of Fiona in his class. He falls for her in a big way but his loyalties are torn in 

two as thefts suddenly start taking place at school. And nothing can prepare Chris for 

the betrayal that lies ahead. 

 Runners by Ann Kelley: As mankind strives to rebuild society in the 

wake of climate change, over-population and global food shortages, every 

day is a struggle for people like Sid and his younger sister Lo. They are 

'runners'- people whose very survival the government has outlawed. As 

they move west, trying to find family or somewhere they can call home, 

they must work out which of the people they meet on the way can be 

trusted, and which want to cut their adventure short. Encountering 

people on both sides of the law, as well as those who seem to exist 

outside it, Sid and Lo make and lose friends as they fight for their lives 

and each other. 

 Shadow Cat by Gillian Cross: An unlikely friendship. An incredible secret. An adventure 

of a lifetime. Nolan leaves school one day to discover that his mum has dyed her hair 

bright green, sold everything they own, and they're going on a road trip ...On the way he 

meets Feather, the adopted daughter of a famous rock star. This mismatched pair 

appear to have nothing in common, until they discover an escaped wild cat, a serval, that 

needs their protection. Together they vow to keep it a secret. But someone else wants 

the serval too. Someone who will stop at nothing to get their hands on it ... 

 Shine by Candy Gouray: This is not a ghost story even 

though there are plenty of ghosts in it. And it's not a horror story 

though some people might be horrified. It's not a monster story 

either, even though there is a monster in it and that monster 

happens to be me. Forced to hide herself away from the 

superstitious island community of Mirasol, thirteen-year-old Rosa 

seeks solace online.  There she meets Ansel95, and as the 

friendship moves from virtual to real, Rosa discovers that she's 

not the only one with something to hide. From the author of the 

critically-acclaimed Tall Story, comes a haunting, intense and 

moving novel which weaves myths and ghosts into a modern 

setting. As Rosa's social life blossoms, how will she seize the 

freedom to be who she really is? 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIqcPZh-DRAhWL2RoKHQwaCV0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Runners-Ann-Kelley/dp/1908373768&psig=AFQjCNFcm4waERzV74627hJHvH7JwveIOw&ust=1485528673532562
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSvoXhiuDRAhUE7hoKHev3ChEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.candygourlay.com/p/shine.html&psig=AFQjCNE4qYaN7CoZeeeuQ0492UvrwCpPow&ust=1485529475772462
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 Small Change for Stuart by Lissa Evans: Small Stuart embarks on an 

awfully big adventure in this quirky puzzle-solving novel. Uprooted from 

London by his kindly but distracted parents, Stuart finds himself with 

nothing to do in his seemingly lifeless new home town. The only interest 

comes from the confusion caused by the identical triplets next door, and 

that just makes things worse. But a long-lost letter from a long-lost great 

uncle sets Stuart off unlocking one baffling puzzle after another. Each 

more curious than the one before, the far-fetched solutions they require 

bring the book to a hugely satisfying conclusion. 

 A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini - Fiction Plus: Mariam is 

only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two decades 

later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, as strong 

as the ties between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take over, life 

becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love 

can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome the 

most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism. 

 Traitor by Pete Johnson: What would you do if a gang of bullies decided to waylay you 

on your way home from school, demanding money? That’s what Tom, Mia and Oliver do – 

at first.  Ashamed of being victims, united in their fear of the gang, they feel powerless 

to do anything else. But as the pressure builds, a terrible suspicion begins to surface: 

could one of the three friends be helping the bullies? And if so, just who is …the traitor? 

A perceptive tale and highly creditable tale of bullying and friendship. 

 White Crow by Marcus Sedgwick: It's summer. Rebecca is an unwilling 

visitor to Winterfold - taken from the buzz of London and her friends 

and what she thinks is the start of a promising romance. Ferelith already 

lives in Winterfold - it's a place that doesn't like to let you go, and she 

knows it inside out - the beach, the crumbling cliff paths, the village 

streets, the woods, the deserted churches and ruined graveyards, year 

by year being swallowed by the sea. Against her better judgement, 

Rebecca and Ferelith become friends, and during that long, hot, claustrophobic summer 

they discover more about each other and about Winterfold than either of them really 

want to, uncovering frightening secrets that would be best left long forgotten. 

Interwoven with Rebecca and Ferelith's stories is that of the seventeenth century 

Rector and Dr Barrieux, master of Winterfold Hall, whose bizarre and bloody 

experiments into the after-life might make angels weep, and the devil crow.  
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