
 



Reading List for Year 10 Feb 2017 

 River of Ink by Helen Dennis: River of Ink contains some 

very polite paparazzi. Clamouring for a picture of the mystery boy 

who has crawled out of the River Thames with memory loss – he's 

even trending under the name #RiverBoy – one 'snapper' calls out: 

"Will there be a photo op?" River of Ink also takes a while to get going. Although 

there are familiar themes (such as not being sure who the hero can trust) there are 

lots of twists and pacey dialogue in this first instalment of a thriller trilogy. I 

wasn't entirely sure that the mystery baddies, a sinister group called the National 

Organisation for Advanced Health, known for short as NOAH, were menacing 

enough, but I liked the mystery around the dragon drawing made by the mystery River Boy, who takes 

the name Jed, and the way you can follow clues to solve the puzzle about the quest he is on. And the 

iconic central London settings – including St Paul's and the Shard – are appropriately dramatic. 

 Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams: Seconds before the Earth is demolished to 

make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet by his friend 

Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 

Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 

Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes from The 

Hitchhiker's Guide ("A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar 

hitchhiker can have") and a galaxy-full of fellow travelers: Zaphod Beeblebrox--the 

two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie and totally out-to-lunch president of the galaxy; 

Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend (formally Tricia McMillan), whom Arthur tried to pick up 

at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a paranoid, brilliant, and chronically 

depressed robot; Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student who is obsessed with the disappearance of 

all the ballpoint pens he bought over the years. 

 The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak: It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, 

some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a 

lot of thievery. Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s ground-breaking 

new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel 

scratches out a meagre existence for herself by stealing when she encounters 

something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, 

she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbours during bombing 

raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to 

Dachau.  This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul. 

 The Rest of Us Just Love Here by Patrick Ness: What if you aren’t the 

Chosen One?  The one who’s supposed to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating 

ghosts, or whatever the heck this new thing is, with the blue lights and the death? 

What if you’re like Mikey? Who just wants to graduate and go to prom and maybe 

finally work up the courage to ask Henna out before someone goes and blows up the 

high school. Again.  Because sometimes there are problems bigger than this week’s 

end of the world, and sometimes you just have to find the extraordinary in your 

ordinary life.  Even if your best friend is worshipped by mountain lions... 
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 The Bombs that Brought Us Together by Brian Conaghan: Fourteen-year-

old Hamish Law has lived in Little Town, on the border with Old Country, all his life. He 

knows the rules: no going out after dark; no drinking; no litter; no fighting. You don't 

want to get on the wrong side of the people who run Little Town. When he meets Pavel 

Duda, a refugee from Old Country, the rules start to get broken. Then the bombs 

come, and the soldiers from Old Country, and Little Town changes for ever. 

Sometimes, to keep the people you love safe, you have to do bad things. As Little 

Town's rules crumble, Hamish is sucked into a dangerous game. There's a gun, and a 

bad man, and his closest friend, and his dearest enemy. Hamish Law wants to keep everyone happy, 

even if it kills him. And maybe it will ... But he's got to kill someone else first. 

 One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesley: In this classic of the 1960s, Ken 

Kesey's hero is Randle Patrick McMurphy, a boisterous, brawling, fun-loving rebel who 

swaggers into the world of a mental hospital and takes over. A lusty, life-affirming 

fighter, McMurphy rallies the other patients around him by challenging the dictatorship 

of Nurse Ratched. He promotes gambling in the ward, smuggles in wine and women, and 

openly defies the rules at every turn. But this defiance, which starts as a sport, soon 

develops into a grim struggle, an all-out war between two relentless opponents: Nurse 

Ratched, back by the full power of authority, and McMurphy, who has only his own 

indomitable will. What happens when Nurse Ratched uses her ultimate weapon against McMurphy 

provides the story's shocking climax. 

 The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde: Wilde's only novel, first published in 1890, is a 

brilliantly designed puzzle, intended to tease conventional minds with its exploration of the 

myriad interrelationships between art, life, and consequence. From its provocative Preface, 

challenging the reader to believe in 'art for art's sake', to its sensational conclusion, the 

story self-consciously experiments with the notion of sin as an element of design. Yet Wilde 

himself underestimated the consequences of his experiment, and its capacity to outrage the 

Victorian establishment. Its words returned to haunt him in his court appearances in 1895, 

and he later recalled the 'note of doom' which runs like 'a purple thread' through 

its carefully crafted prose. 

 Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Hunter S Thompson: Fear and Loathing in 

Las Vegas is the best chronicle of drug-soaked, addle-brained, rollicking good times ever committed 

to the printed page. It is also the tale of a long weekend road trip that has gone down in the annals of 

American pop culture as one of the strangest journeys ever undertaken. 

 The Catcher in the Rye by J D Salinger: Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who 

has just been kicked out of his fourth school. Navigating his way through the challenges of 

growing up, Holden dissects the 'phony' aspects of society, and the 'phonies' themselves: the 

headmaster whose affability depends on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores 

with girls using sickly-sweet affection. Written with the clarity of a boy leaving childhood 

behind, The Catcher in the Rye explores the world with disarming frankness and a warm, 

affecting charisma which has made this novel a universally loved classic of twentieth-century 

literature. 

 Make Me by Lee Child: Jack Reacher has no place to go, and all the time in the world 

to get there, so a remote railroad stop on the prairie with the curious name of Mother's 

Rest seems perfect for an aimless one-day stopover. He expects to find a lonely pioneer 

tombstone in a sea of nearly-ripe wheat ... but instead there is a woman waiting for a 

missing colleague, a cryptic note about two hundred deaths, and a small town full of 

silent, watchful people. Reacher’s one-day stopover turns into an open-ended quest 

leading to the most hidden reaches of the internet, and right into the nightmare heart 

of darkness. 
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 Night School by Lee Child: Jack Reacher is fresh off a secret mission and a big win. The Army pats 

him on the back and gives him a medal. And then they send him back to school. It’s a 

school with only three students: Reacher, an FBI agent, and a CIA analyst. Their 

assignment? To find that American. And what he’s selling. And to whom. There is serious 

shit going on, signs of a world gone mad.  Night School takes Reacher back to his army 

days, but this time he’s not in uniform. With trusted sergeant Frances Neagley at his 

side, he must carry the fate of the world on his shoulders, in a wired, fiendishly clever 

new adventure that will make the cold sweat trickle down your spine. 

 The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold: The Lovely Bones is the story of a family 

devastated by a gruesome murder -- a murder recounted by the teenage victim. 

Upsetting, you say? Remarkably, first-time novelist Alice Sebold takes this difficult 

material and delivers a compelling and accomplished exploration of a fractured family's 

need for peace and closure. 

 The Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini: Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win 

the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But 

neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to 

shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to America, 

Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one 

thing that his new world cannot grant him: redemption. 

 The Dark Beneath by Alan Gibbons: 'Today I shot the girl I love'.  

GCSE's are over and sixteen-year-old Imogen is looking forward to a perfect, lazy 

English summer. But her world is turned upside down by three refugees, all hiding 

from life. Anthony is fourteen, already an outcast, bullied and shunned by his peers. 

Farid is an asylum seeker from Afghanistan, who has travelled across continents 

seeking peace. And Gordon Craig is a bitter, lonely man. She knows all of them, but 

she doesn't know how dangerous they are. Being part of their lives could cost Imogen 

her own. 

 Across the Nightingale Floor by Lian Hearn: In his palace at Inuyama, Lord Iida 

Sadamu, warlord of the Tohan clan, surveys his famous nightingale floor. Its surface sings 

at the tread of every human foot, and no assassin can cross it. But sixteen-year-old Otori 

Takeo, his family murdered by Iida's warriors, has the magical skills of the Tribe - 

preternatural hearing, invisibility, a second self - that enable him to enter the lair of the 

Tohan. He has love in his heart and death at his fingertips . . . 

 My Swordhand is Singing by Marcus Sedgwick:  In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter Tomas 

and his son, Peter, arrive in Chust and despite the inhospitability of the villagers settle there as 

woodcutters. Tomas digs a channel of fast-flowing waters around their hut so they have their own 

little island kingdom. Peter doesn't understand why his father has done this, nor why his father carries 

a long battered box everywhere they go, and why he is forbidden to know its 

contents. But when a band of gypsies comes to the village Peter's drab existence 

is turned upside down. He is infatuated by the beautiful gypsy princess, Sofia, 

intoxicated by their love of life and drawn into their deadly quest. For these 

travellers are Vampire Slayers and Chust is a dying community - where the dead 

come back to wreak revenge on the living. Amidst the terrifying events that 

follow, Peter is stunned to see his father change from a disillusioned man to the 

warrior hero he once was. Marcus draws on his extensive research of the vampire 

legend and sets his story in the forbidding and remote landscapes of the 17th 

century. Written in his usual distinctive voice, this is also the story of a father 

and his son, of loss, redemption and resolution. 
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 Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee: Maycomb, Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old 

Jean Louise Finch – ‘Scout’ – returns home from New York City to visit her ageing 

father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political 

turmoil that were transforming the South, Jean Louise’s homecoming turns bittersweet 

when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town and the people 

dearest to her. Memories from her childhood flood back, and her values and 

assumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the iconic characters from ‘To 

Kill a Mockingbird’, ‘Go Set a Watchman’ perfectly captures a young woman, and a world, in painful yet 

necessary transition out of the illusions of the past – a journey that can be guided only by one’s own 

conscience. 

 Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn: Who are you? What have we done to each other? These 

are the questions Nick Dunne finds himself asking on the morning of his fifth wedding 

anniversary, when his wife Amy suddenly disappears. The police suspect Nick. Amy's 

friends reveal that she was afraid of him, that she kept secrets from him. He swears 

it isn't true. A police examination of his computer shows strange searches. He says 

they weren't made by him. And then there are the persistent calls on his mobile phone. 

So what really did happen to Nick's beautiful wife? 

  Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy: A gripping and emotionally searing novel from a talented author, 

‘Looking for JJ’ explores the circumstances and motives behind the murder of a child - by her friend. Six years 

later, JJ has now been released, and has a new identity. But is there any way that she can lead a "normal" life? 

 Killing Honour by Bali Rai: 'Honour,' I repeated, wondering such a small 

word could have caused so much trouble. When Sat's sister, Jas, is married off 

into the Atwal family she changes, she's quiet and distant. But Sat's too busy with 

his own life; his girlfriend, his friends, football . . . Then Jas disappears. According to her 

new husband, she's run off with another man. Her family disown her; don't seem to care if 

she's ever found. But Sat doesn't believe it. Something has happened to his sister and 

he's determined to figure out what. But his investigations take him into dark and dangerous territory . 

. . 

 iBoy by Kevin Brooks: Before the attack, sixteen-year-old Tom Harvey was just an ordinary boy. 

But now fragments of a shattered iPhone are embedded in his brain and it's having an 

extraordinary effect... Because now Tom has powers. The ability to know and see more than he 

could ever imagine. And with incredible power comes knowledge - and a choice. Seek revenge on 

the violent gangs that rule his estate and assaulted his friend Lucy, or keep quiet? Tom has 

control when everything else is out of control. But it's a dangerous price to pay. And the 

consequences are terrifying. . . 

 Ostrich Boys by Keith Gray: 'It's not really kidnapping, is it? He'd have to be alive 

for it to be proper kidnapping.' Kenny, Sim and Blake are about to embark on a 

remarkable journey of friendship. Stealing the urn containing the ashes of their best 

friend Ross, they set out from Cleethorpes on the east coast to travel the 261 miles to 

the tiny hamlet of Ross in Dumfries and Galloway. After a depressing and dispiriting 

funeral they feel taking Ross to Ross will be a fitting memorial for a 15 year old boy 

who changed all their lives through his friendship. Little do they realise just how much 

Ross can still affect life for them even though he's now dead. 
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