Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School

Year 7 Parental Handbook

This handbook is designed for parents whose sons are studying in Year 7. Each
department has provided a breakdown of how their course is structured with the
intention that parents have a greater understanding of what it expected of their
son during their first year at Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School.
This handbook gives details of topics the students study, homework activities
and types of assessment. Each department has additionally provided information
relating to how you can support your son at home and what additional help there
is available to students. These have been broken down into the following
headings: Topics covered, How we assess the progress of pupils, Keeping up with
and extending subject knowledge and useful websites.
At Bishop Vesey’s each department sets a Minimum Expected Level (MEL) for
each year. Every student should be achieving at least their MEL in every subject.
Teachers will also challenge students by setting them targets above the MEL.
National Curriculum levels for each subject can be found at
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/
Simply log onto the website and chose the Key Stage 3 section. A link for
individual subjects has also been put in the list of useful websites for each
department
Art - page 3
Citizenship - page 5
Design Technology - page 7
English - page 9
French - page 11
Geography - page 13
German - page 15
History - page 17
ICT - page 19
Maths - page 21
Music - page 24
Physical Education - page 26
Religious Education - page 28
Science - page 30
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Art
Topics covered:
SELF AND OTHERS
Students in Year 7 will complete two projects during the course of the
academic year, as follows:•

Art experience 1-Culture based

Indian, African, Australian, Native American or Japanese Art
•

Art experience 2-Artist/Art movement based

Pop Art, the Fauves, the Impressionists or the Pre-Raphaelites
The Minimum Expected Level for Art is a 4b
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Baseline assessment to generate each individual’s entry level to art.
This will include a pencil line drawing of a Self Portrait and a tonal
drawing of a Self Portrait using charcoal and chalk.
2. Core assessments following each topic of work
3. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
4. Peer and self assessment are used in all art lessons.
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Check your son’s homework regularly



Familiarise yourself with key dates and deadlines



Insist your child spends a minimum of 30 minutes on each Art
homework



Encourage them to see Art in the flesh! Visit local art galleries,
museums and exhibitions



Invest in a digital camera that they can use to record primary images
relating to their projects



Proof read written work



Talk to them about their work



Understand Art, career pathways i.e. How your child become the next
architect: Sir Norman Foster
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Contact the Art department if you have any concerns by phone or by
email: e.neville@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk

Useful websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/art-and-design/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
www.artcyclopedia.com
www.arthistory.about.com useful information, although not necessarily
logically organised
www.artlex.com index of terms that link to definitions, examples, etc
Please be aware that most art galleries and museums do offer virtual
tours and a wealth of information and resources online.
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Citizenship
Citizenship is delivered in many different ways and as such forms part of
everyday life.


Form Time



Subjects



Special Events (Curriculum extension activities)



Year/School Council



House/Form Captains



Charity events School policies



Sports teams/events



Productions



Home/School agreements



Assemblies



School open to the community



Business & community links



Charity events and support

Topics covered:


Healthy Living



Personal Safety



Emotional Healthy and Well Being



Human Rights

The Minimum Expected Level for Citizenship is a 5b
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Peer and Self assessment in a key part of Citizenship lessons
2. Each department records with students which themes they are covering
and link with. This can be found in student exercise books
3. 3 assessments over the year for which students will receive written
feedback and set targets.
4. Attainment levels are discussed once per half term with students
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:
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Encourage your son to get involved in charity events and extracurricular activities at school



Encourage him to help out at school events such as Open Evening and
Music Concerts



Could your son join a music group or sports club outside school



Discuss current affairs and global issues with your son and encourage
him to reach his own conclusions and develop his views about the
world



Encourage him to read a quality newspaper each week



Help your son create an application for a student leadership role at the
beginning of each academic year

Useful Websites
www.facinghistory.org has some excellent materials for discussing values
and human rights
www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/key-stage3/citizenship/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National Curriculum Levels
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Design Technology
Topics covered:


Torch Project: pupils will be expected to develop their design skills
and knowledge of the design process in the design and production of
an electronic item. They will develop electronics knowledge of basic
components.



Key Fob project: pupils will develop their knowledge and practical
skills in wood, metal and plastics in the production of a practical
outcome.

The Key Skills for Design Technology in Year 7:


Research Skills, Use of existing products and questionnaires.



Basic Design skills introduction of 3D sketching



Electronics basic knowledge of circuits and power, resistors, LED’s
and transistors.



Soldering skills



Health and Safety in the workshop



Risk assessments



Wood as a constructional material, sources, uses and equipment
used to shape, join and finish



Metal as a constructional material, sources, uses and equipment
used to shape, join and finish



Plastic as a constructional material, sources, uses and equipment
used to shape, join and finish

The Minimum Expected Level for Design Technology is a 5c
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. Core assessments following each topic of work
3. Peer and Self assessment are an integral part of teaching in the Design
Technology department
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Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Check your son’s homework regularly



Familiarise yourself with key dates and deadlines



Insist your child spends a minimum of 30 minutes on each Design
Technology homework



All the activities and lesson materials pupils will encounter can be found
on the department’s pages of the virtual learning environment, from
the PowerPoints for individual lessons to the resources and specific
booklet pages they will have used or need to use in the case of
absence.



Encourage them to find out how and why things work and look beyond
the wrapper/case.



Product evaluation and disassembly is important and this does not
need to be physical , but please encourage them to find the answer to
“Why?”- there are some excellent documentaries and video clips on
YouTube

Useful websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/design-and-technology/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for
National Curriculum Levels
http://vle.bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk/moodle/course/category.php?id=34
Guest username is year7
Password is BVGSYear7 all case sensitive
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English
Topics covered:
English topic areas are broken down into key skill areas such as creative
writing and informative writing. Attached to each skill is a topic area.
Creative writing: ‘Myself’
Informative leaflet: ‘Sharks’
Contemporary novel- Either Private Peaceful, Holes or The Boy in the
Striped Pyjamas
Poetry: Writing your own poems
Creative story: based on the Shakespeare play- A Midsummer Night’s
Dream
The Monkey's Paw
Speaking and Listening: Theme Parks
The Minimum Expected Level for English is a 5a
How assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. Each unit of work is assessed for specific reading or writing focuses as
specified nationally and related to National Curriculum levels. These
pieces of work are kept in a folder at school and are marked so that
your son is given specific targets to progress further.
3. Peer and Self assessment are used regularly in English lessons.
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Your son will have a copy of the National Curriculum levels that their
work will be marked against- why not try asking your son to show you
where he thinks he has achieved these?



Could you encourage your son to use books and websites to find
additional information?



Could you discuss your son’s opinions with him and where he has
included these?



Could you proof read his work?
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Encouraging your son to read as much as possible is always helpful to
progress in English. Your son will have the opportunity for private
reading within English lessons and there is a wide choice of books
available from the school library. Could you talk to your son about
what he is reading?



If your son is studying a particular novel could you help him to find a
film version, adaptation or even an audio book?



Taking your son to the theatre to see a play he is studying is an
excellent way to encourage him to explore different versions and ideas
about a text.

Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/english/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/english/
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French
Topics covered:


Myself and my family-including pets



Home life



School life-including friends



Free-time-including sports and daily routine



Food and drink



Using the future tense

The Minimum Expected Level for French is a 4c
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. Core assessments following each unit of work. This is once per half
term. These are carried out in lessons and following the assessments
students are given feedback from the teacher and set targets to guide
future learning.
3. Peer and Self assessment are carried out throughout the Year 7 French
course.
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Encourage your son to make full use of his planner.



Strongly discourage the use of internet translators.



Ensure your son is spending the correct amount of time on homeworkabout 30 minutes



Assist him in learning vocabulary and spellings- could you test him on
them? Could he write different words in different places around the
house?



Could you get him to access French newspapers on line- they have lots
of children’s sections!



Could you practice what he has learnt in lessons by getting him to write
questions down for you to ask him and then he can answer in French



Encourage independent learning through the use of the websites listed
below.
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Useful websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/modern-foreign-languages/Level-descriptions/index.aspx
for National Curriculum Levels
www.linguascope.com (login details required- these are available from
your son’s French teacher)
www.zut.org.uk (login details required from 9am until 4pm, Monday to
Friday)
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.wordreference.com (for help with vocabulary, verbs and phrases
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Geography
Topics covered:


Introduction to Geography; Physical, Human & Environmental
Geography



Map Skills: Ordnance Survey Map work



Rivers: Processes & Features



Flooding: Causes, effects & responses



Population: Distribution, density & population increase

The Minimum Expected Level for Geography is a 5b
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. 6 core assessments are carried out. This is 1 per half term. These are
marked and levelled in line with the National Curriculum
3. Following each assessment you son is given feedback from his
teacher. He will also set targets in order to aid further learning
4. Peer and Self assessment are an integral part of the Year 7 Geography
course

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Check your son’s homework regularly



Familiarise yourself with key dates and deadlines



Insist your child spends a minimum of 30 minutes on each Geography
homework



It is important for your son to take an interest in geographical events
such as Tsunami and Earthquakes. Reading a good quality newspaper
will give your son excellent incite into the geographical impact, both
physical and human, of these events



Travelling and taking an interest in different parts of the world will help
your son extend his contextual knowledge of the world around him,
whether that be the New Forest or New York!
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Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/key-stage3/geography/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National Curriculum Levels
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/keystage_3/topics/geography.sht
ml
http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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German
Topics covered:


Greetings



Numbers



The alphabet



Countries



Myself and my family including pets



School life



Leisure activities



Home life



My town

The Minimum Expected Level for German is a 4c
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. Core assessments following each unit of work. This is once per half
term. These are carried out in lessons and following the assessments
students are given feedback from the teacher and set targets to guide
future learning.
3. Peer and Self assessment are carried out throughout the Year 7
German course.
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Encourage your son to make full use of his planner.



Strongly discourage the use of internet translators.



Ensure your son is spending the correct amount of time on homeworkabout 30 minutes



Assist him in learning vocabulary and spellings- could you test him on
them? Could he write different words in different places around the
house?



Could you get him to access German newspapers on line- they have
lots of children’s sections!



Could you practice what he has learnt in lessons by getting him to write
questions down for you to ask him and then he can answer in German
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Encourage independent learning through the use of the websites listed
below.

Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/modern-foreign-languages/Level-descriptions/index.aspx
for National Curriculum Levels
www.linguascope.com (log in details available from school)
www.klar.co.uk (log in details available from school)
www.languagesonline.org.uk
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History
Topics covered:
Big Confrontations


William I vs. Harold



England vs. Scotland, Ireland and Wales



Henry II vs. Becket



Elizabeth vs. Phillip II of Spain



Richard III vs. The Princes in the Tower



King John vs. The World



Ancient Civilisations

The Minimum Expected Level for History is a 5b
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. 6 core assessments are carried out. This is 1 per half term. These are
marked and levelled in line with the National Curriculum
3. Following each assessment you son is given feedback from his
teacher. He will also set targets in order to aid further learning
4. Peer and Self assessment are an integral part of the Year 7 History
course

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge


Check your son’s homework regularly



Familiarise yourself with key dates and deadlines



Insist your child spends a minimum of 30 minutes on each History
homework



Your son will have a copy of the National Curriculum levels that their
work will be marked against- why not try asking your son to show you
where he thinks he has achieved these?



Could you encourage your son to use books and websites to find
additional information?



Could you encourage them to use a range of websites rather then just
the 1st one off the search list? Could you and your son look for the
information together and discuss your findings?
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Could you discuss your son’s opinions with him and where he has
included these?



Could you proof read his work?



When involved in group work and presentations-could you encourage
him to set clear guidelines for what each member of the group needs to
do? Could you help him practice any spoken parts of a presentation?



Encouraging your son to read as much as possible is always helpful to
History. The ‘Horrible Histories’ series of books are excellent reading
material for young historians- these are all available in the school
library



‘Horrible Histories’ is a brilliant TV show. This is available on the CBBC
channel, BBC iplayer and on DVD



Museums and Galleries- these are an excellent, interactive way to
further your child’s interest and learning.
www.engage.org/resources/galleryfinder is an excellent tool to find free
museums in your area and across the country.

Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/history/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
www.activehistory.co.uk is an excellent website full of revision games and
Historical entertainment! (username= thebishop password= history245)
www.spartacus.schoolnet, www.johndclare.co.uk,
www.schoolshistory.co.uk all provide excellent historical information that
is easily accessible and perfectly designed to be included in assessments
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ICT
Topics covered:


E-safety



Information, reliability, validity and bias



Modelling and Spreadsheets



Data Handling



Sequencing & Instruction

The Minimum Expected Level for ICT is a 4b

How we assess pupil progress:
1. An end of topic assessment is carried out after each unit of study.
Following this assessment students are given feedback from their
teacher and given the opportunity to set targets
2. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
3. Peer and Self Assessment are an important part of ICT lessons

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Encourage your son to show you what they are able to do with different
types of software and discuss with them how this might aid them in
other subjects



Could you discuss relevant television shows and newspaper articles
about how the world of ICT is developing



Could you encourage them to use a range of websites rather then just
the 1st one off the search list?



Could you encourage your son to use their ICT skills for jobs around
the house like financial budgeting or creating rotas for daily chores?
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Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/ict/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National Curriculum
Levels
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ict/
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Mathematics
Topics covered:
Most pupils enter Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School having achieved a level
5 at the end of key stage 2. During key stage 3 we follow the national
curriculum concentrating on topics at levels 5 – 8. In Year 7 we
concentrate on Levels 5 and 6 which include:


Multiply and divide whole numbers and decimals by 10, 100 and 1000.



Negative numbers – order, add and subtract.



Decimals - +, –, ×, ÷ with decimals to two places.



Fractions – cancelling down.



Ratio and direct proportion - simple problems.



Percentage – calculate a percentage of a quantity.



Long x and ÷.



Use formulae involving one or two operations.



Use brackets in calculations.



Co-ordinates in all 4 quadrants (negative co-ordinates).



Construct shapes accurately using angles.



Sum of angles in a triangle and angles at a point.



Identify all the symmetries of 2D shapes.



Convert one metric unit to another.



Convert between metric and imperial units.



Area of a rectangle using the formula.



Averages – mean and median.



Interpreting pie charts.



Probability – basic questions.



Trial and improvement method.



Evaluate one number as a fraction or percentage of another.



Equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages.



Ratio – more difficult problems.



Add and subtract fractions.



Sequences – nth term formula of a linear sequence.



Solve linear equations.



Straight line graphs y = mx + c.
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Recognise 2D representations of 3D objects.



Properties of quadrilaterals.



Angle and symmetry properties of polygons.



Angle properties of intersecting and parallel lines.



Circles – circumference and area.



Area of a triangle, parallelogram and trapezium.



Volume of a cuboid.



Enlargements – positive, whole number scale factor.



Collect and record continuous data.



Construct pie charts.



Scatter graphs and correlation.



List all the outcomes for 2 experiments.



Probability problems.

The Minimum Expected Level for Mathematics is
End of Term 1
Y7

6c

End of Term 2

End of Year

6c

6b

How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set twice a week, in line with the school’s homework
policy
2. Students will complete 6 core assessments each year. These will
highlight strengths and weaknesses and clearly show where students
require greater learning and revision
3. Peer and Self assessment occurs throughout the Mathematics course in
Year 7

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge


In order to progress in Mathematics pupils need to be constantly
practising the basic skills. Concentrating on the basic number skills at
home is always helpful- can you get him to calculate different things
whilst you are shopping or out and about?
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Encouraging the pupils to regularly revise previous topics that they
have studied is also useful.



The MyMaths website is a good source of both revision/extra work for
the pupils to practise and also has a number of Maths games which
may be of interest to many pupils.

www.mymaths.co.uk

user name: vesey

password: frequency

Useful websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/mathematics/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
MyMaths- details above
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/maths/
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Music
Topics covered:


Rhythm



Words and Rhythm



Instruments of the Orchestra



African Polyrhythms



Pitch



Song



Graphic Scores

The Minimum Expected Level for Music is a 4b

How we assess pupil progress:
1. Each unit of work includes listening, composing and performing. These
skills are assessed using National Curriculum levels for every unit.
2. Homework will usually be set once per fortnight.
3. Students complete Self Assessment sheets in order to set targets for
future work.
4. Peer assessment is also an integral part of the Year 7 Music course

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Students are encouraged to listen to examples of music in the genre
that they are studying. These are easily available online.



Activities are available on the VLE.



Students should see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they may
need to catch up on missed work or note the homework set in the
lesson.



Students can be encouraged to make links with the work studied in
school and any extra-curricular music making they participate in.
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Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/music/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
http://www.spotify.com
http://www.youtube.com
http://www.philharmonia.co.uk/thesoundexchange/the_orchestra/instrum
ents/
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Physical Education
Topics covered:


Developing Skills (DS) in physical activity in a variety of sports, such as
hockey, rugby, basketball, athletics.



Making and Applying Decisions (MAD) in game related sports.



Developing Physical and Mental Capacity (PMC) in badminton, tennis,
hockey, rounders, cricket, swimming, basketball, athletics.



Evaluating and Improving (EI) their own and others’ strengths and
weaknesses in different games and scenarios.



Making informed decisions about Healthy Active Lifestyles (HAL).

The Minimum Expected Level for Physical Education is a 3a
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy. This often
relates to the Healthy Active Lifestyles aspect of the course
2. Peer and Self assessment are an integral part of the Physical Education
Curriculum
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


Encouraging your son to be active wherever possible is important in
maintaining and developing a healthy lifestyle



Could you encourage your son to take part in a sport outside of school?



Could you as your son about the teams he is involved in at school?



If he is keen to improve his skills in a sport could you encourage him to
take part in lunchtime sessions?



Exercise and sport can be something the whole family gets involved in
from football in the park to participating at club level.

Kit information:
1. For Games lessons which will be on a Friday afternoon from 1.453.40pm your son will be expected to wear his striped reversible shirt,
black shorts and striped socks.
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2. For his PE lessons he will need to wear his white PE polo shirt, white
shorts and white socks.
3. Footwear will depend on the activity that he is participating in.
Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/physical-education/Level-descriptions/index.aspx

for

National Curriculum Levels
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Religious Education
Topics covered:


Jesus



Founders



God and Creation



Religious Places of Worship



Rules for Living

The Minimum Expected Level for Religious Education is a 5b
How we assess pupil progress:
1. Homework is set in line with the school’s homework policy
2. 6 core assessments are carried out. This is 1 per half term. These are
marked and levelled in line with the agreed National Curriculum.
3. Following each assessment you son is given feedback from his
teacher. He will also set targets in order to aid further learning.
4. Peer and Self assessment are an integral part of the Year 7 Religious
Education course.

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


You could help your son by highlighting interesting and relevant
newspaper articles, magazines and documentaries.



Could you encourage your son to use the local library to find books
about the chosen topic?



Could you and your son look for the information together and discuss
your findings?



Could you help him practice any spoken parts of a presentation or oral
activity?



Encouraging your son to read as much as possible is always helpful to
R.E.



The Big Questions is a useful BBC debate show discussing many areas
of religious controversies, which may help your child to extend his own
knowledge.
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Useful websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/religious-education/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for
National Curriculum Levels
www.request.org.uk is an excellent website for general R.E information.
www.natre.org.uk is an excellent website for film clips and competitions
for R.E.
www.reonline.org.uk is an excellent website for resources and
information of a wide variety of topics.
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Science
Topics covered:
Chemistry


Particles



Solutions



Acids and Alkalis



Chemical Reactions

Physics


Energy



Electricity



Forces



Solar System

Biology


Cells



Variation



Reproduction



Environment

The Minimum Expected Level for Science is a 5c
How we assess pupil progress:
1. An end of topic test is carried out for each topic
2. Homework will be set once per week
3. Formal peer assessed activities are carried out three times a year
Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge:


We recommend that students read through their notes before each
lesson as a recap to work undertaken



CGP KS3 Science revision guides are recommended for extra reading or
catching up on missed work. These will be available half price from the
Science Department at the start of the year.



It is vital that pupils see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they will
need to catch up on missed work
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We coach pupils on making thorough revision notes for tests and
examinations using their revision guides and text books. It is important
that pupils learn and practice these skills early on in the course.

Useful Websites
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/keystage-3/science/Level-descriptions/index.aspx for National
Curriculum Levels
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/science/
http://www.darvill.clara.net/myon.htm
http://richardanderson.me.uk/keystage3/keystage3.php
http://www.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm
http://vle.bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk/moodle/
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