YEAR 9 CURRICULUM MAP, SUMMER TERM

ENGLISH

We then move on to study the seminal novel “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee.
We build on our inference and analysis skills as well as exploring context and Lee's
intentions. Here we continue the study of the gothic, using our Y8 study, to consider

MATHS

In Maths pupils finish their shape work by looking at curved 3D shapes such as cylinder
and learning how to solve loci problems with drawing tools. We then cover a wide variety
of statistical charts including cumulative frequency graphs, box plots, and time series
graphs. Lastly, we review ratio and apply this to problems with similar shapes, including

the influences of the Southern Gothic genre.

HUMANITIES (GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION)

In Geography, we finalise Year 9 by looking at the interdependence between human
and physical geography. We study the earth’s natural resources and investigate both
the local and global distribution of water, energy and food and the causes of changing
patterns of distribution and demand, as well as response to this. Pupil’s will then look
at the Chambamontera Micro-Hydro Project as an example of a local sustainable
management scheme.

In History, we will assess the national and global significance of World War 2 with
events such as the Battle of Britain, Pearl Harbor, the Atomic Bombs and the
Holocaust. We will then finish our study of History at KS3 by learning about the
experience of Black Britons from the arrival of the Empire Windrush in 1948 to the
Black Lives Matter movement of 2020, through the lens of music, with a local History
study of Handsworth in the long 1980s including the poetry of Benjamin Zephaniah,
the music of Steel Pulse and the photography of Vanley Burke.

In RE once we have explored our topic of religious influencers we then progress to
an examination of relationships from a variety of religious and non-religious
perspectives. Students will consider the views of others on different types of
relationships whist reflecting on their own perspectives before concluding the year
with the annual 'Spirited Arts' competition.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

We finish the year in French consolidating our previous
knowledge of key vocabulary and grammar, whilst
broadening our awareness of French-speaking languages and
cultures.

In Spanish we complete Unit 4 by learning how to use the
Conditional Tense to describe hypothetical situations such as
winning the lottery. In Unit 5 (Yo y mi mundo) we move
onto how to use Reflexive verbs in the contexts of both Daily
routine and personal relationships and we then finish KS3
with a revision of the whole year and key language concepts
from throughout Y7-9 in preparation for GCSE.

In Mandarin, our focus moves to leisure and hobbies as we
continue to develop our knowledge of the Mandarin language
and Chinese culture.

similar areas and volumes.

PSHE, FORM TIME, ASSEMBLIES AND PE (PHYSICAL EDUCATION) We continue to deepen
students’ understanding of the world around them through modules focused on safety and relationships.
Students learn to define consent and explore topics such as pregnancy, miscarriage, abortion and STlIs,
building both knowledge and empathy. They also examine global conflict to broaden their awareness of
current world issues. Students examine key terms such as homophobia and biphobia, developing a clear
understanding of why discriminatory attitudes are harmful. They explore how stereotyping affects individuals
and communities, and how these experiences can significantly impact a person’s mental well-being. Through
this work, students learn the importance of challenging prejudice and promoting respect, inclusion, and
emotional safety for all. Our focus in PE moves to skills such as body growth and development, performance
and competition rules, fair play etiquette and tactics. We will use a range of sports to hone these skills.

Cricket, tennis, athletics will all form part of our competitive fixture programme.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS AND COMPUTING

In Biology, we now move our focus to organising plants and animals and communicable diseases and then
transport of materials in plants and finally pathogens that cause communicable diseases. In Chemistry we
examine the composition of the Earth’s atmosphere and we look at how chemicals in the atmosphere change
due to environmental factors and human impact. This further reinforces content from the spring term when
we considered the direct impact on the atmosphere of producing and burning crude oil. This then leads into
chemical changes and how everyday reactions occur. Expanding on our previous work on energy in Physics
we will analyse the advantages and disadvantages of different energy resources and their impact on the world.
Our focus will be on comparing renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal, to non-
renewable sources like fossil fuels. Additionally, we will ponder the future of our energy resources and
demands. In the latter half of the term, our focus will shift to Forces and Pressure, building on key concepts
in preparation for year 10. In Computing, students investigate different issues that impact users of
computer systems covering environmental impacts, issues concerning privacy of users and how computer

systems can be biased and how this can be overcome.

ART, DESIGN AND MUSIC

In Art, we consolidate our ‘Formal Elements’ through natural forms. Students can develop tree studies by working outdoors and work
is then collated into collaborative studies based on the work of Noel Myles. They also create an anatomy mono print. In DT the year
is divided into two half year units. The Resistance Material unit follows the F1 in Schools project, pupils work in teams. There is a
strong focus on research, development, and testing, teams design and model their own F1 in Schools car and pitch their team in a
dragon’s den style presentation. In the workshop they focus on practical electronical skills and develop their understanding of simple
circuits. In Food, students start with food science experiments, developing their understanding of recipe development, in their second
rotation students develop their skills from vegetarian dishes such as pasta Fiorentina, mushroom risotto, and samosas, through to meat
dishes such as cottage pie. They move onto more sophisticated skills such as the creation of savoury tart, Dutch apple cake, Thai green
curry and lasagne. This term in Music, students cover a variety of genres, ranging from rock and pop to computer and video game
music. Students focus on sequencing, composing, as well as continuing to develop guitar and keyboard skills within a band ensemble.



