YEAR 9 CURRICULUM MAP, SPRING TERM

ENGLISH - In English, we study Shakespeare's ‘Romeo and Juliet’ exploring the
tragedy through character and theme. The study of a tragedy contrasts the comedy of
Y8’s The Tempest and prepares students for the study of further tragedies: Macbeth and

Othello in KS4 and 5.

HUMANITIES (GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION)

In Geography students study the topic of ‘Cold Environments’ during the Spring
Term in Geography which incorporates key themes and concepts such as climate,
glaciation and associated landforms, characteristics and uses of cold environments
with a focus on the examples of tourism in the Himalayas, the Arctic and governance
of Antarctica to contextualise student understanding.

In History, we learn about the national and global significance of World War One,
studying the causes of war, life during the conflict and the impact on the world,
including the Gallipoli, the Easter Rising, and the Russian Revolution. We will then
investigate two key questions about the British Empire: Did Britain deindustrialise
India? Should Britain be proud of its Empire? This will bring together work on
Empire from Years 8 and 9.

In RE, we conclude our topic of Evil and Suffering and the issues these concepts
cause for religious believers before we then turn their attention to the lives and
beliefs of some prominent religious influencers: Martin Luther King, Malcolm X,
Desmond Tutu, Malala, Maximillian Kolbe, Regina Jones, Gandhi and Maria
Gomez.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

In MFL, the “Three Pillars’ of language learning - Grammar, Vocabulary and Phonics
— continue to be upheld in every lesson. All lessons incorporate constant practice of
Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing, and grammar is taught explicitly through
topic-based content, authentic audio-visual, and literary sources. The key themes
for this term in French are: "Ma vie scolaire" (school life) and "Le meilleur des
mondes", where we discuss food and talk about its environmental impact. We
introduce the imperfect tense and revisit comparatives and superlatives, before
looking at the conditional tense in the context of the environment.

In Spanish, we continue to look at use of technology and also the music we listen
to which has a focus of some Hispanic artists and songs. We then move on to ‘Adictos
alamoda’ in which we look at describing clothing and language around the theme of
shopping. We also learn to use demonstrative and indefinite adjectives and Direct
Object pronouns and how to form the Conditional Tense in order to describe what
you would do if you were to win the lottery.

In Mandarin, we centre on the themes of: ‘Sport and leisure” and ‘Holidays’
including ‘seasons’, ‘climate’, ‘famous monuments’ and ‘transport.’

MATHS:

Pupils begin this term by reviewing sequences and build to finding the position to term rule for
quadratic sequences. They then learn many techniques for working with straight line graphs as
well as a variety of new curved graphs and their features. We then cover all aspects of
transformations and angle work before looking at trigonometry and applying Pythagoras'
Theorem to three dimensional situations.

PSHE, FORM TIME, ASSEMBLIES AND PE (PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

The PSHE and Citizenship curriculum examines relationships looking at child on child
abuse, exploring the issues around sexism and defining positive masculinity.

Assemblies incorporate themes such as our values and behaviours, being hopeful and
visionary, Holocaust Memorial Day, caring for our environment, LGBQT+ History Month,
Literacy Week and ‘Awe and Wonder.’

In PE, the cognitive learner aspects of leadership and communication skills will be the focus
of term 2, along with agility, decision making and muscular strength. Cricket will be

introduced in after-school sessions.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS AND COMPUTING

In Biology, we study material cycles and energy, cellular respiration and photosynthesis before moving
to consider the digestive system and enzymes, organisation of organisms and the heart and circulation.
Meanwhile, in Physics we explore the transfer of energy as heat via conduction, convection and infrared
radiation and the ‘Electromagnetic Spectrum’ (applications/uses of radio waves, microwaves, UV, X-
rays and gamma rays). In Chemistry we reinforce the idea of bonding and how it links to the structure
and properties of materials. We develop this by examining the process of taking crude oil and turning
into a fuel and finally we examine bonding and the uses of these substances as fuels. In Computing,
the term begins with a recap of data representation from Year 7 and 8 on binary concepts. We then
progress to learning how computers represent sound, Boolean logic and how encryption works. The
following unit then focuses on staying safe from email/messaging scams and other cyber threats.

ART, DESIGN AND MUSIC

In Art we study Jim Warren which includes key skills such as surreal secondary observational pencil
drawing and developing Photoshop work. In DT the year is divided into two half year units. The
Resistance Material unit follows the F1 in Schools project, pupils work in teams. There is a strong focus
on research, development, and testing, teams design and model their own F1 in Schools car and pitch their
team in a dragon’s den style presentation. In the workshop they focus on practical electronical skills and
develop their understanding of simple circuits. In Food, students start with food science experiments,
developing their understanding of recipe development, in their second rotation students develop their
skills from vegetarian dishes such as pasta Fiorentina, mushroom risotto, and samosas, through to meat
dishes such as cottage pie. They move onto more sophisticated skills such as the creation of savoury tart,
Dutch apple cake, Thai green curry and lasagne. In Music students develop their advanced sequencing
skills and recreate a pop track in Logic Pro X. Students learn the basics of the guitar and learn chord theory
and pop structure which allows them to access pop and rock repertoire.



