YEAR 9 CURRICULUM MAP, AUTUMN TERM
ENGLISH

In the first half term, we study ‘Iridescent adolescent’ and a number of other short stories.
then explore poetry on the themes of ‘Identity’ and ‘Powerful Voices.” The poems we are
analysing include: “I look at the World” (Langston Hughes), “Refugees” (Brian Bilston), “Still I
rise” (Maya Angelou), “Search for my tongue” (Sujata Bhatt), “Checking out Me History” (John

MATHS

Year 9 build a bridge to GCSE content in maths by covering new and tricky topics such as general
We indices, surds, bounds and standard form. Pupils will then learn the power of treating percentages
as operators for compounding percentage changes and see applications of this in science and finance.
Looking at algebra, we cover expanding and factorising double brackets, solving simultancous

equations, and how to work with identities and inequalities.

Agard). We then compare the World War One poems of Wilfred Owen, “Dulce et Decorum PSHE, FORM TIME, ASSEMBLIES AND PE (PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

Est”, and [essie Pope, “Who’s for the Game?”

HUMANITIES (GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION)

The first topic of the term in Geography is ‘Hazardous World’ which will introduce
students to the structure of the earth, evidence for continental drift and various climatic
(tropical storms) and tectonic (earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis) hazards on a
global scale. Students will evaluate the role and importance of governance in the
management of hazards and design their own hazard management strategy. We then
move to the theme of ‘Globalisation’ with a focus on China.

In History, we begin by studying why is the legacy of the Transatlantic Slave Trade so
important and controversial? To break that question down, we ask a number of sub-
questions such as: Why did Britain take part in the transatlantic slave trade? What was
Africa like before the transatlantic slave trade? What was life like on the plantations?
How much really changed in Jamaica 1760-1865?

Meanwhile, in Religious Education, we study ‘Death and Beyond’, with
reference to Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism, Hinduism and
Humanism. We then move on to ‘Evil and suffering’ with a focus on the logical and
evidential problem of evil, Buddhism and suffering, the freewill defence, the soul
making argument, the Islamic test of faith and the catastrophe of the Holocaust.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

In French, we will be looking at ‘Mon monde a moi’ (The world according to me),
and ‘Projets d’avenir’ (Plans for the future). We will recap the perfect and near future
tenses, as well as learning how to form and use the simple future and the modal verba
— can and must. In Spanish, we continue with the ‘De vacaciones topic’ in which we
learn all forms of the Past Preterite tense and describing holidays in more detail. We
look at ‘An Amazon Adventure’ and also at how to describe Future holiday plans. We
continue with ‘Aqui mando yo’ in which we look at describing and giving opinions on
what what we do on-line and what we watch in terms of programmes and films. We
revise Key language from Years 7+8 and build on this by learning the Simple Future
tense and how to use SER/ESTAR.

In Mandarin, students study ‘Family’ using past time expressions INEHE/BBETE / 782
AIRATE to talk about past experiences. They also talk about sequences of events using ... B/
&, 9AF and use EY to compare. In the ‘School’ unit they learn to make comparisons: =]
AL RERI K2 T and use modal verbs: f1Z, A~E, &8, AILA, #/R

In PSHE, pupils undertake an evaluation of the needs of their local community and design a social action project to
address that need. This is part of our annual participation in the Birmingham Civic Society’s ‘Next Generation
Awards.” Then, students use existing knowledge on how drugs affect the body and brain to understand the
detrimental effects of alcohol abuse. Knowledge on the law and drugs is used to better understand one’s
responsibilities in society. Practical skills are taught regarding how to reduce the effects of peer pressure. Practical
first aid skills are refreshed with additional knowledge regarding how to use an AED embedded into the lesson. We
will have assemblies about sharing, being honest, inclusion, mental health, and Black History Month. We will mark
Remembrance Day, and reflect on the idea of accountability and democracy, being thankful and we have an
independent presentation on apprenticeships and T levels.

The PE and Games curriculum has been carefully mapped to ensure all students undertake a range of activities
throughout the year which enables the National Curriculum to be delivered effectively. Students will learn
about the link between exercise and healthy living. Once again, body growth and changes in physical ability
will be taught explicitly in lessons. The final aspect to the beginning of Y9 will be to develop students’
confidence in a variety of sports building upon an understanding of exercise and the impact of growth and

development.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS AND COMPUTING

In Biology we study the structure of animal and plant cells. We develop our understanding of microscopy and
explore concepts such as diffusion and osmosis. Chemistry students examine the structure of the atom and how this
model has changed over time to the one that is now accepted. Similarly they look at how the Periodic Table has
evolved into the format that is widely used and accepted by Scientists. We then build upon these key principles of
atoms of elements by looking at how they bond with each other. Physics will examine ‘Motion’ (calculating
velocity, acceleration and plotting motion graphs). We then cover the topic of the conservation and dissipation of
energy, using calculations to quantify these. In Computer Science this term, students have been learning how to
construct sequenced flowcharts using appropriate symbols and will move onto learning complex Python
programming techniques using sub routines.

ART, DESIGN AND MUSIC: In Art this term, we are focusing on the theme of the Mexican ‘Day of the Dead’ and
consolidating our knowledge of colour theory through a watercolour painting. We also produce a ceramic skull candle
holder. Students are encouraged to develop visual insights into several cultural images and have the opportunity to attend
a trip to The Pitt Rivers Museum. In DT the year is divided into two half year units. The Resistance Material unit follows
the F1 in Schools project, pupils work in teams. There is a strong focus on research, development, and testing, teams
design and model their own F1 in Schools car and pitch their team in a dragon’s den style presentation. In the workshop
they focus on practical electronical skills and develop their understanding of simple circuits. In Food, students start with
food science experiments, developing their understanding of recipe development, in their second rotation students
develop their skills from vegetarian dishes such as pasta Fiorentina, mushroom risotto, and samosas, through to meat
dishes such as cottage pie. They move onto more sophisticated skills such as the creation of savoury tart, Dutch apple
cake, Thai green curry and lasagne. This term in Music focuses on minimalism, the compositional rhythmic melodic
devices and conventions of minimalist composers. We will explore how composers develop compositions from small
starting points and how these can be extended using devices such as augmentation, or retrograde inversion. Student

develop aural perception skills and extend their kevboard skills.



