YEAR 8 CURRICULUM MAP, SUMMER TERM

MATHS
ENGLISH In Maths we finish our algebra work, learning how to solve a wide variety of linear equations.
In English, we continue our literary studies with a detailed study of a full gothic novel We then learn about Pythagoras' Theorem and perform calculations with sectors and prisms.
“The Woman in Black’ examining the themes of identity, conflict and isolation. The Finally we look at angles in shapes and see how this work was historically underpinned by
introduction to the gothic genre will later support students’ understanding of this constructions, loci and the notion of congruence.

important style and recognition of literary tropes.

HUMANITIES (GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION)

In Geography, we will examine the idea of ‘Superpowers’ to investigate Russia and
the Middle East. Pupil’s will consider both the human and physical characteristics and
features of superpower countries, with a particular focus on political and economic
geography and apply this to the examples stated above to analyse their status as
‘superpower’ countries. Students also have the opportunity to develop their
cartographic skills in this unit.

In History, we will ask the question “Was the period 1775-1848 really the Age
of Revolution?” by studying the American, French and Haitian Revolutions,
alongside the events of 1848 and the momentous changes of the Industrial

Revolution.

RE culminates in Year 8 with the conclusion of our exploration of ‘Being Human’
plus the ethical/religious views on environmental issues. Students will view these
two topics from their own perspective and also the beliefs of others and then finally
they will engage in the ‘Spirited Arts’ competition.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

We practise ‘jouer a’ and ‘faire de’ in French this term plus we learn
how to discuss sporting injuries and illness along with how to give our
opinions. In Spanish, after learning how to describe body parts and
basic illnesses and solutions, we move on to Unit 2 ‘De vacaciones’ in
which pupils learn how to form the past tense in the ‘I’ form in order
to allow them to describe previous holidays in terms of activities,
transport, places of interest and opinions. We look at ‘An Amazon
Adventure’ and also at how to describe Future holiday plans. In
Mandarin, our focus moves into descriptions of where we live,
directions, living conditions and weekend plans. We continue to build
upon our grammatical knowledge.

PSHE AND PE (PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

We continue to develop our students understanding of the world around them in PSHE with
modules on safety and relationships. Students develop knowledge on conflict management across
different types of relationships and explore the harmful effects of explicit content.

In the Summer Term, our focus in PE moves to skills such as body growth and development,
performance and competition rules, fair play etiquette and tactics. We will use a range of sports

to hone these skills. Cricket, tennis and athletics will form part of our competitive programme.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS AND COMPUTING

In Biology, we continue our scientific studies through modules on evolution and inheritance. After
deepening our knowledge about materials on a particle level and considering more advanced reactions
based on this, students look to widen their knowledge of Chemistry in the world around them.
They look specifically at the Chemistry behind environmental issues such as the greenhouse effect,
use of materials and their disposal through recycling. In Physics, we will be expanding on the
particle model of matter that we examined earlier in the year in our study of pressure and in your
chemistry lessons. By utilising this model, we will develop an understanding of heat transfer through
conduction, convection, and radiation. We will differentiate between temperature and heat,
exploring the laws of thermodynamics. In the latter half of the term, we will focus on data analysis
in science. This will involve learning how to effectively collect and evaluate data from experimental
procedures. In Computing, students revisit algorithms by undertaking a further module into the
basics of programming and extend their knowledge of Python coding into data structures and list
operations to solve more complex problems.

ART, DESIGN AND MUSIC

In Art, we continue our exploration of abstraction with a focus on oil pastel landscapes and we also
practice detailed architectural form using biro. There are two distinct units in DT. In Resistant Materials,
pupils manufacture a self-propelled car, they develop their workshop skills and learn about motion/
forces and aerodynamics in design. They then develop their CAD skills on Fusion 360 and design and
print their spinning tops to compete against each other. In Food Tech, we look at food safety/food
poisoning/ healthy eating/ balanced diet. They also look in more detail at macro-nutrients. We cook
bread, pizza, pasta bake, a stir fry, macaroni cheese and Flapjacks. In Music, students continue working
on their folk music project before moving on to our study of Blues and Rock. Our focus will be on further
developing their keyboard techniques, as well as improving our theoretical knowledge.



