
 

‘It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines what you will be when you can’t help it’ 

Oscar Wilde 

OPEN YOUR MIND 

 

  

    



Open Your Mind Introduction: 

 
Dear Student,  
 
At Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School, we aspire to foster in 
our students a love of learning.  We also aim at to provide 
appropriate support and challenge for our students in 
order for them to fulfil their potential.  
 
A super-curriculum encapsulates all those activities that 
nurture academic enquiry beyond the measurable 
outcomes of examination results.  We know that potential 
future universities and employers will be interested and 
impressed by the initiative taken by students who have 
engaged with super-curricular activities.  Engaging in super 
curricular activities will help students develop a love for 
their favourite subject or subjects.    
 
Included in this booklet are a collection of ‘subject pages’, which have been designed by Academic Departments at BVGS.  These include a variety 
of prompts and ideas to enable you to explore your favourite subjects beyond the confines of the taught syllabus.  These ‘subject pages’ are by no 
means exhaustive lists but should offer you a source of inspiration to explore your favourite subjects.   
 
These activities can take many forms including wider reading, watching online materials, downloading podcasts, attending University 
lectures/masterclasses, arranging Summer School placements, engaging with Higher Education super-curricular initiatives or visiting 
museums/places of academic interest.  You might also like to join a regional or national club or society related to your academic interests, or enter 
competitions such as essay prizes or Maths Olympiads.  
 
 

 



Where to start?   
There are a number of suggested websites and activities below, which will help to stretch and challenge you outside of the classroom.   You can 
use them to deepen your understanding in a particular subject area or to gain a broader knowledge about content outside of the curriculum.   

 http://www.myheplus.com/    
Thinking about applying to University and looking for ways to explore your subject beyond the curriculum? Then this 
website is for you. Cambridge postgraduate students and academics at the cutting edge of research in their field produce 
each topic. The topics provide guided activities, questions to think about and suggestions for further reading.  The main 
subject pages also give you a quick guide to what it would be like to study the subject at university level and suggest some 
further resources to check out. Click on a subject icon or search all topics to get started!  

 https://oxplore.org/   
Oxplore, is an innovative digital outreach portal from the University of Oxford. As the ‘Home of Big Questions’ it aims to 
engage those from 11 to 18 years with debates and ideas that go beyond what is covered in the school classroom. Big 
questions tackle complex ideas across a wide range of subjects and draw on the latest research undertaken at Oxford 

 What is iTunes U?  
Apple now features free downloadable material (audio and video) provided by many universities and accessed through the 
'iTunes U' section of the iTunes store. Material is gathered from lecture series, public talks, news podcasts, public videos, 
etc.  Any media player that can play .mp4 video or AAC audio files will work. You must go through iTunes to download the 
content but can then use the media player of your choice with the downloaded files. Apple has free versions of iTunes 
available for Macs running 10.3 and up and PCs running Microsoft Windows XP and up.  

 What is YouTube EDU  
You can create, discover, and share educational videos with YouTube EDU. YouTube's #Education channel has thousands of 
educational videos, including those from partners like Khan Academy, Stanford, and TED-Ed.  
Use YouTube EDU to find short lessons to watch full courses from the world's leading universities, professional development 
material, inspiring videos from global thought leaders, and supplement your in-school learning.  

 

www.futurelearn.com   
www.futurelearn.com is a website featuring online (free) courses set up by many of the top universities in this country and 
leading global H.E institutions. They are a wonderful way to be able to stretch yourself academically.  Online learning offers 
a new way to explore subjects you are passionate about and enables you to expand your interests. Find your interests by 
browsing the online course categories  
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http://staircase12.univ.ox.ac.uk/  
University College Oxford's online hub of resources for students aiming high at school and thinking about applying to top 
universities. You'll find plenty of resources to help you develop your interests, book reviews from current undergrads to 
help you 'read around' your subject, ideas for stretching yourself beyond the school syllabus (now an essential for entry to 
highly selective universities) and some stuff about student life at “Univ” for good measure. 

 

https://share.trin.cam.ac.uk/sites/public/Tutorial/Cambridge-wider-readingsuggestions.pdf  
Trinity College, Cambridge have put together a selection of reading lists and resources.  They say: This selection of reading lists and 
resources has been gathered (fairly randomly!) from the Cambridge departmental and College websites, other universities and other 
sources on the internet. These lists are certainly NOT ‘required reading’ for Cambridge applicants. They simply provide some suggestions 
for places to start exploring your own interests in your chosen subject independently -   

 

What is a TED Talk?  
A TED talk is a video created from a presentation at the main TED (technology, entertainment, design) conference or one of its many 
satellite events around the world.  TED talks are limited to a maximum length of 18 minutes but may be on any topic. Here's the TEDx 
website's explanation of selection criteria: "TED looks for engaging, charismatic speakers whose talks expose new ideas that are 
supported by concrete evidence and are relevant to a broad, international audience." Over the years, presenters of TED talks have 
included Al Gore, Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, Bono, Jane Goodall, Malcolm Gladwell, Gordon Brown, Richard Dawkins Mike Rowe, Larry Page, 
Sergey Brin and Vint Cerf. Why not create your own?   

 

Read a quality newspaper or the online version    
Newspapers carry the news of the world.  Newspapers provide information and general knowledge.  Newspapers provide news about 
a country’s economic situation, sports, games, entertainment, trade and commerce.  Reading newspapers make you well informed. It 
enables you to take part in every discussion pertaining to the world’s current events.   Readers of quality newspapers, including online 
versions, make more progress in vocabulary throughout their lives compared to those who did not read newspapers 

 

Use relevant podcasts   
Podcasts of academic lectures are increasingly available – start with iTunesU or search for podcasts on University websites.  Podcasts 
enable students to access the information any time they want. Students can download the information to the device of their choice 
and listen/watch whenever they are free.    www.podcasts.ox.ac.uk/           www.bath.ac.uk/podcast/ 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/podcasts/index.aspx                www.warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/podcasts/media  
www.mypodcasts.manchester.ac.uk/   
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 Very Short Introductions can change the way you think about the things that interest you, and are the perfect introduction to subjects 
you previously knew nothing about. Because of this, they have proven to be extremely popular with general readers, as well as students 
and their lecturers.  "The Very Short Introductions range from worth reading to wonderfully appealing... Much of the pleasure to be 
found in them is the bedrock of good nonfiction: facts... They appeal to us because the world is vast and strange, because everywhere 
we look, from the firefly flashing in the darkness to Auden's elegy for Yeats, there is something to provoke our curiosity, some sliver of 
existence that we want to understand." - New Yorker Magazine 

 

A level Review Magazines   
Topical articles, cutting-edge research and brand new case studies will deepen your students' subject knowledge and help them 
develop independent learning skills, while revision support and expert exam advice will make sure they know how to perform when it 
really matters. View the back issues of the magazines from a direct link on the library VLE page, which gives you free access to digital 
copies of the magazine. Please ask in the BVGS Library for more details. 

 

The use of TV and Radio Archive materials.  
It is very worthwhile to look on BBC iplayer for factual TV and radio programmes; “In Our Time” is a particularly useful introduction to 
hundreds of subjects:  
www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/in-our-time/archive/  

 theday.co.uk 

This is a current affairs website for all subjects. 

 

 



LIBRARY AT BVGS  
  
Bishop Vesey’s library has a selection of online resources, which you can use for your studies. This will help you to 
expand your thinking and academic profile. Your first step to seeing what is available should be the library VLE 
page, which is available at school and at home. You will see:   
  
The Dynamic Learning A Level Magazine archive - which is available for most A level subjects. We can make you 
your own account if you want to save articles and data for your studies. These magazines explore your A level 
topics and link to exam technique, questions and good practice.  Speak to the librarians. 
 
Birmingham library – a vast amount of resources for you to look through including Credo. You will need to use 
your library membership number for some links.   
 
Google Scholar – access to sections of periodicals, journals etc, which you can download or use online. Google have deals with 
a number of academic publishers and Google Scholar allows you to search across their content. The results can be a mix of citation details, abstracts 
and entire journal articles. It also searches across journal articles that university academic staff have written and made freely available.   
  
Google books – a useful link to search for a subject that you are investigating. It allows you to search across a number of books that which have 
been made available electronically.  Google have worked with a number of large research libraries to scan their books and make them freely 
available to the world. For some books, you will find basic publication details, whilst for others you will discover some or the entire book.   
  
Complete Issues – up-to-date statistics, articles, opinions and links to key organisations.   
  
Issues Online – a resource on current issues containing information from a variety of sources giving the pros and cons on each topic, facts and 
statistics.   
 
In the library, we keep reading lists for all A level subjects with books to loan for 1, 2 or 4 weeks. We also have books to help you prepare for 
your chosen career or if you are starting to work on your UCAS application. We use the ‘Oliver’ system for cataloguing books and this is available 
for you to search on the desktop of a pc or laptop.  

 



A guide to making the most of this booklet:  

Each of our subject pages are organised in the following ways:  
1. ‘Getting started’ linked to KS3 topics offered within School  
2. ‘Going further’ activities that are beyond the confines of the syllabus and designed for students who have selected a particular subject at 

GCSE or A-Level and might be interested in widening their understanding.   
3. ‘Open your mind’ section is designed to support University applications to specific courses.  

 
The ‘subject pages’ will also be organised in terms of the suggested activities to be undertaken:   

• Reading – books are still the best way to learn new facts and new ideas.  

• Watching/listening  

• Following  

• Doing  
 
Wider Reading List (Highly recommended)  
The link below will take you to a pdf document, which provides some suggestions for places to start exploring your own subject interests 
independently. The information has been collated by Trinity College Cambridge and is sourced from departmental and College websites, other 
universities and wider sources on the internet. https://share.trin.cam.ac.uk/sites/public/Tutorial/Cambridge-wider-reading-suggestions.pdf  
 
Whilst each subject page is based around a curriculum area, below is a list of some super-curricular activities that can be applied to any subject.  

1. Read widely beyond the A-level syllabus.  
2. Read or write your own blog about your subject at www.wordpress.com or www.blogger.com   
3. Tweet about your subject, and follow others who do the same.  
4. Listen to subject-related podcasts at www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer or www.channel4.co.uk  5. Volunteer to mentor younger students in your 

chosen subject area.  
5. Join a society or club dedicated to your subject. At BVGS we have Academic Societies for Medicine, Law, Economics, STEM, History and 

Politics.  
6. Do some work experience in a career related to your subject.  
7. Enter competitions related to your subject, such as essay competitions.  
8. Take extra qualifications relating to your subject.  
9. Attend masterclasses/seminars/public lectures organised by local societies or Universities. 
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SUBJECTS 

 
 
 

         ART           BIOLOGY                                      CHEMISTRY                                  COMPUTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECONOMICS                                             ENGLISH              FRENCH                                    GEOGRAPHY   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY                              MANDARIN                                         MATHS                               MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 

          PE                        PHYSICS                                           RE                                SPANISH 
 
  



                                         Art                                                          Subjects 
 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading GCSE OCR (9-1) Art and Design course.  

• ocr.org.uk/qualification s/gcse/gcse-art-
anddesign-j170-j176-from-2016  

• @tes.com/teachingresources/gcse-
examrevision/art  

• @bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art  

Edexcel 9FA0/01/02 Art and Design (Fine Art).  

• https://qualifications.pea rson.com 

• https://www.studentartguide.com/article
s/howto-analyze-an-artwork  

 

Theme is Freedom and Limitation for 2018-2019.  
Further reading 

• Archibald Macleish  

• Various articles/ books on artists who explore 
this theme within their own work. Reflect, 
support and develop your work from this 
research.  

• ARTiculation Prize (opportunity link to 
Cambridge University).  

• Research and enter various online competitions 
organised by various galleries including Tate 
Modern. 

Watching / 
Listening 

• Various YouTube/ internet links related to 
Formal Elements.  These skills include 
tone, detail, colour, form, line, mark 
making, surface & texture, etc.  

• Refer to Formal Elements in Art.  

• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/p
racticalities/elementsofart1.shtml  

 Watch programmes such as Artist of the Year to develop 
new ideas and techniques.  
  

• https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zymtv9
q/revision/3 

• www.pinterest.co.uk/sarahseven33  

Following • Relate to different artist, craftsmen, 
cultures to appreciate art from traditional 
and modern times.  

• Various museum and gallery exhibitions- 
Birmingham, Walsall, London Tate, Saatchi 
Gallery (online) 

  

Doing: Practice skills which relate to visual elements 
above. 

Develop your own art and project based on 
learning and own experiences. 
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                                                  Biology                                                   Subjects 
 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading ▪ Activate 1 & 2  
▪ AQA GCSE Biology Textbook  
▪ Kerboodle  
▪ CGP GCSE Biology Textbook  
▪ CGP GCSE Biology Exam  
▪ Practice Workbook  
▪ CGP GCSE Biology Ten-

Minute Tests  
▪ GCSE Biology Specification  

▪ AQA Biology Textbook  
▪ Level Biology Specification & Practical 

Handbook.  
▪ Greatest Show on Earth: The Evidence for 

Evolution, Richard Dawkins  
▪ 99% Ape: How Evolution Adds Up, 

Jonathan Silvertown  
▪ Chemistry for Biologists, Bernard Rockett 

& Raul Sutton  
▪ A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill 

Bryson  
▪ Life on Earth, David Attenborough  
▪ Bad Science, Ben Goldacre  
▪ The Demon Haunted World – Carl Sagan 

Books  
▪ The Selfish Gene, The Extended Phenotype, 

Climbing Mount Improbable, River out of Eden 
and The Ancestor’s Tale, Richard Dawkins  

▪ The Origin of Species, Charles Darwin  
▪ Wonderful Life and The Panda’s Thumb, 

Stephen J. Gould  
▪ Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, Yuval 

Noah Harari  
▪ Bad Pharma, Ben Goldacre  
▪ The Rise and Fall of the Third Chimpanzee and 

Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond  
▪ Molecular Biology of the Cell, Alberts et. al.  
▪ Biochemistry, Stryer et. al.  

Scientific Journals  
Nature, British Medical Journal, The Lancet, Science, 
Biological Sciences Review, Ecologist  
Magazines  
New Scientist, National Geographic  

Watching / Listening ▪ Kerboodle Podcasts  
▪ Naked Scientist Podcast  
▪ Planet Earth 1 & 2  
▪ The Blue Planet and Blue 

Planet 2  
▪ Life on Land (Attenborough 

Box Set)  
▪ Life  
▪ Hidden Kingdoms  
▪ Nature’s Weirdest Events  

YouTube: Free science lessons, Bozeman,  
Miss Estruch 
Malmesbury education – YouTube channel  
theanatomylab – YouTube channel 
Blackfish and Grizzly Man (Award-winning Netflix 
Documentaries)  
Seaspiracy – Netflix  
Human Planet – BBC I Player 
Brain Games  
Springwatch, Autumnwatch, Winterwatch -  BBC  
Guardian Science Weekly Podcast 

Nature Podcasts  



▪ YouTube: Crash Course  
Biology 

The Sceptic’s Guide to the Universe podcast 

Following @nature       
@PBSNature   
@naturemedicine  
@molecular  
@GenomeBiology      
@royalsociety 

@bengoldacre  
@alondra  
@phylogenomics  
@BBCScienceNews  
@BBCScienceClub  
@guardianscience  

▪ iTunesU: Medical Sciences from Oxford 
University  

▪ Systematic Classification of Life: YouTube video 
series by AronRa  

▪ TED Talks (YouTube)  

Doing: Beatrice the Biologist  
Educake study guides and quizzes 

▪ Twycross Zoo trip – Y8 
▪ RSPB – Birdwatch survey 
▪ Plant wildflower seeds 
▪ Build an insect hotel 
▪ Watch wildlife live webcams  
▪ GCSE Live!  
▪ PGL Biology 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                     Chemistry                                                  Subjects 
 Getting started (KS3) Going further  (KS4) Open your mind 

Reading ▪ The elements: a visual 
exploration of every known 
atom in the universe by 
Mann and Gray  

▪ Reactions: an illustrated 
exploration of elements, 
molecules and change in the 
universe by Gray  

▪ Beginners guide to the 
periodic table by Gill 
Arbuthnott  

▪ Science: A beginners 
encyclopaedia   

▪ All About Chemistry by 
Robert Winston  

▪ Science squad by Robert 
Winston  

 
Magazines:  
BBC Focus: Science and Technology  
Discover, science for the curious  
Science  
  

▪ The Disappearing Spoon by Sam Kean  
▪ Big Bang- a History of Explosives by G I 

Brown  
▪ Science, Money and Politics by D 

Greenberg  
▪ Uncle Tungsten by Oliver Sacks    
▪ The lost science – astonishing tales of 

forgotten genius by Kitty Ferguson  
▪ Mind=Blown: Amazing facts about this 

weird, hilarious, insane world by 
Matthew Santaro  

▪ The Ten most beautiful experiments by 
George Johnson  

▪ The Shocking History of Phosphorus: A 
Biography of the Devil’s Element - John 
Emsley   

▪ Periodic Tales - Hugh Aldersey-Williams   
▪ The Pleasure of Finding Things Out - 

Richard Feynman   
 
Magazines:  
Popular Science  
Chemistry Spectrum  
  
For something completely different, try some 
science fiction:  
Dune by Frank Herbert  
The Foundation by Isaac Asimov  
The Martian by Andy Weir  
  

▪ The Right Chemistry by Joe Schwarcz, PhD  
▪ The Chemistry of Life by S Rose  
▪ Molecules at an Exhibition by J Emsley  
▪ Napoleon’s Buttons by Penny Burreson  
▪ Out of Gas by D Goodstein  
▪ Oxygen by Nick Lane  
▪ Calculations in AS/A-Level Chemistry by Jim 

Clarke (also author of the Chem guide website)  
▪ Practical Chemistry (for AQA) N Henry  

  
Magazines:  
Chemistry Review (written specifically for A-Level)  
Chemistry Today  
Chemistry World  
New Scientist  
  
For University preparation:  
Why Chemical Reactions Happen by Keeler and 
Wothers  
Chemical Structure and reactivity by Keeler and 
Wothers (2013) – although this one is quite expensive it 
comes highly recommended for A-level students and 
those interested in Chemistry at university.  
Oxford Chemistry primers (great for preparing for 
university and extending your A-Level knowledge): NB 
there are lots of these. Here are a few examples:  

• Electrode Potentials by Sanders Compton  

• Mechanisms of Organic Chemistry by  

• Howard Maskill  



  
  
  

• Top drugs, top synthetic routes  by John 
Saunders  

• Polymers by David Walton and Phillip  

• Walton  

• NMR: The toolkit by P J Hore  

• The Basis and Applications of Heterogeneous 
catalysts by Michael Bowker  

Watching / Listening Podcasts:  
Professor Blastoff  
  

Kerboodle: for each topic there is a revision 
podcast.  
  
Ted Talks – many interesting presentations on a 
wide variety of topics and issues!  
  
Podcasts:   
Science Weekly  
60 Second Science  

Podcasts:  
Royal Society of Chemistry  
Chemistry World  
  

Following Documentaries (on YouTube):  
▪ Chemistry: A Volatile History 

(parts 1, 2 and 3) – BBC 4 
documentary.  

▪ Secrets of the Super 
Elements – BBC 4 
documentary  

  

Breakthrough (National Geographic Channel)    

Doing: https://ptable.com/ (Without doubt 
The best periodic table reference 
online)  
@LiveScience  
@ScienceDaily  
@ChemistryReacts  
  

 

https://ptable.com/ (Without doubt The best 
periodic table reference online)  
@TheScienceGuy  
@guardiantech  
@NatureChemistry  
 
Chemistry YouTube channels:  
Periodic videos (University of Nottingham)  

https://ptable.com/ (Without doubt The best periodic 
table reference online)  
 
Useful apps for A-Level:   
Arloon Chemistry – Laboratory of compounds 
Chemspider – great for drawing organic structures and 
chemical nomenclature.  
Elemental – again good for drawing organic structures 
and you can email them to yourself.  
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RSC screen 
experiments  https://virtual.edu.rsc.org/ 
  

https://www.chemistryworld.com/  
http://www.chemguide.co.uk/  http://www.a-
levelchemistry.co.uk/  
Cambridge Challenges  https://www.c3l6.com/ 
 
YouTube: Royal Society of Chemistry  
@ChemistryNews  
@IUPAC  
@RoySocChem  
@ChemistryWorld  
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                                                        Computing                                                    Subjects 
 Getting started (KS3) Going further  (KS4) Open your mind 
Reading • BBC Bitesize - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
subjects/zvc9q6f  

• BBC News Technology - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/tec
hnology  

• Beginning Programming for 
Dummies: W Wang  

• Coding for Beginners using 
Python: L Stowell  

  

• GCP GCSE AQA Computer Science – The 
Revision Guide 

• Isaac Computer Science - 
https://isaaccomputerscience.org/topics/
gcse  

• BBC Bitesize GCSE - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects
/z34k7ty  

• https://arstechnica.com/  

• https://www.zdnet.com/  

• Introduction to Computer Science: G 
Brands  

• Data Structures and Algorithms in Java: 
M Goodrich  

• PGOnline OCR AS and A Level Computer Science 

• Isaac Computer Science - 
https://isaaccomputerscience.org/topics/a_level  

• GeeksforGeeks - https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/  

• https://arstechnica.com/  

• https://www.zdnet.com/  

• Algorithms to Live By: B Christian, T L. Griffiths, and T 
Griffiths 

• Computational Fairy Tales: J Kubica  

• Code: The Hidden Language of Computer Hardware 
and Software: C Petzold  

• Out of Their Minds: D Shasha, Cathy Lazere  

• The Pattern on the Stone: The Simple Ideas That 
Make Computers Work: D Hillis  

Algorithmic Puzzles: A Levitin and M Levitin  

Watching / Listening VEX VR Tutorials - 
https://tinyurl.com/bvgsvexvr  

• https://student.craigndave.org/ 

• This Week in Tech.  

• Tekzilla.  

• Hak5.  

• Geekbeat.tv.   

• Technophilia.  

• https://student.craigndave.org/ 

• Machines that Think: New Scientist Audiobook  

• Humans Need Not Apply: Jerry Kaplan Audiobook  

• Java Posse podcast.  

• Security now podcast.  

• Oxford University Computer Science podcasts.   

• Numberphile videos:   
Computerphile videos:  

Following @BVGSComputing  
@BBCTech  
 

@BVGSComputing  
@BBCTech  
@codeorg  
@CompSciFact  
Computer Science Unplugged 

@BVGSComputing  
@techreview  
@CompSciFact  
@CNET  
@computermuseum   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology
https://isaaccomputerscience.org/topics/gcse
https://isaaccomputerscience.org/topics/gcse
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
https://arstechnica.com/
https://www.zdnet.com/
https://isaaccomputerscience.org/topics/a_level
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/
https://arstechnica.com/
https://www.zdnet.com/
https://tinyurl.com/bvgsvexvr
https://student.craigndave.org/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/geekbeat.tv-large/id192778677
https://student.craigndave.org/
https://www.audible.co.uk/pd/Non-fiction/Machines-That-Think-Audiobook/B074CGC1S4?source_code=M2M14DFT1BkSH0807150112
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/computer-science
https://www.numberphile.com/


Doing: • BEBRAS - https://www.bebras.uk/ 

• code.org - 
https://studio.code.org/courses 

• Oxford University Coding 
Challenge - 
https://ukctchallenges.org/oucc/   

• Cisco Binary Game - 
https://learningcontent.cisc
o.com/games/binary/index.
html  

Microsoft MakeCode Micro:bit - 
https://makecode.microbit.org/  

• CodePen - https://codepen.io/pen  

• Perse Coding Challenge - 
https://pctc.perse.co.uk/  

• code.org - https://studio.code.org/courses 

• British Informatics Olympiad. MIT 
Introduction to Computer Science and 
Python course. The Big Bang fair 

• REPLIT Python Online IDE - 
https://replit.com/languages/python3  

• HackerRank - https://www.hackerrank.com/  
 

• British Informatics Olympiad - 
https://www.olympiad.org.uk/  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bebras.uk/
https://ukctchallenges.org/oucc/
https://learningcontent.cisco.com/games/binary/index.html
https://learningcontent.cisco.com/games/binary/index.html
https://learningcontent.cisco.com/games/binary/index.html
https://makecode.microbit.org/
https://codepen.io/pen
https://pctc.perse.co.uk/
https://replit.com/languages/python3
https://www.hackerrank.com/
https://www.olympiad.org.uk/


                                                   Economics                                            Subjects 
 Getting started (KS3) Going further  (KS4) Open your mind 

Reading • What you see is what you 
get – Alan Sugar  

• Finding my virginity – 
Richard Branson  

• The Business Book – Big 
Ideas Simply Explained (DK)  

• The Economics Book – Big 
Ideas Simply Explained (DK)  

• Dragons Den from pitch to 
profit  

• How I made it: 40 Successful 
entrepreneur’s reveal how 
they made their millions – 
Rachel Bridge  

 

Subscribe to the Economist if you are 16 and over 
they offer a fantastic student rate – ask the HOD 
of Economics. Get into the habit of reading this 
weekly.  
  
Read the business and current affairs sections of 
a good quality newspaper daily – or download 
the equivalent app on your phone.  
 
Download ‘The Knowledge’ App – this complies 
all the news of the day into an easy digestible 
read. 
  
Read the Economic Review a journal for A-level  
Economists  
  
Read the FT – the school has free access  - ask the  
HOD of Economics  
  
Freakeconomics – Stephen J Dubner and Steven 
Levitt  
  
Undercover Economist  and the Undercover  
Economist Strikes back– Tim Harford  
  
The intelligent investor – Benjamin Graham  
  
23 Things They Don't Tell You About Capitalism -  
HaJoon Chang  
 

Depending on what aspect of Economics and school of 
through you are interested in will, impact which books 
you may find interesting. This is not an exhaustive list:   
  
Alibaba: The House that Jack Ma Built - Duncan Clark 
The rise of the Chinese corporate giant   
Capitalism Without Capital: The Rise of the Intangible  
Economy - Haskel and Westlake  
Capitalism: 50 Ideas You Really Need to Know - 
Jonathan Portes  
Choice Factory - Richard Shotton – a story of 25 
behavioural biases that influence what we buy   
Doughnut Economics - Kate Raworth – challenges much 
of orthodox thinking in the subject   
Drunkard’s Walk - Leonard Mlodinow – a brilliant 
history of  
Maths with lots of relevant applications   
Economics for the Common Good - Jean Tirole – 
applied micro from a recent Nobel prize winner   
GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History (Professor Diane 
Coyle)  
– really good on GDP / well-being debate   
Great Economists: How Their Ideas Can Help Us Today 
Linda  
Yueh – perspectives on contemporary issues   
Inequality Anthony Atkinson – a superb book on one of 
the defining economic/political issues of the age   
Plundered Planet: How to Reconcile Prosperity with 
Nature: Professor Paul Collier – development classic   



The Box – Levinson - How the Shipping Container Made 
the  
World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger  
Upstarts: How Uber and Airbnb are changing the world 
Brad Stone  
What Money Can't Buy: The Moral Limits of Markets 
Michael Sandel – For students interested in PPE!!  
Who Gets What - And Why – Al Roth -  Understand the  
Choices You Have; Improve the Choices You Make   
  

Watching / Listening Get into the habit of listening to the 
radio but not just for the music, 
listen to  
the news, debates, discussion, 
arguments and interviews. 
A few good open podcasts to listen 
to are:  

• TED Talks – great to watch 
and listen  

• Mash up  

• Radiolab – This covers a 
number of subjects and gets 
you thinking, it answers 
many different questions 
regarding lots of different 
subjects not just Economics  

• Howstuffworks.com – search 
their vast database for lots 
of topics 

 
Watch the news to keep up to date 
with current affairs and economic 
issues  

BBC Radio 4  
BBC World Service  
  
Radio 5s Weekly ‘Wake up to Money’ is a must 
listen!!  
  
ItunesU is a useful app to access many free 
podcasts  
and there are some good sub-categories for  
Economics  
  
Ted Talks  
  
Podcasts:  

• Freakonomics Radio  

• Howstuffworks/Economics  

• Economics in ten 

• The rest is politics 
 
 
Clearly, a regular watcher of the news will be up 
to date with current affairs and economic issues 
and therefore be able to apply this application to 

It is worthwhile to look on BBC iPlayer for factual TV 
and radio programmes “In Our Time” is a particularly 
useful introduction to hundreds of subjects which cover 
a broad range of economic topics:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/in-our-
time/archive/  
  
The following Economic podcasts are strongly 
recommended:  
• New Books in Economics  
• More or Less from BBC Radio  
• Slate Money – Economics in simple language!  
• Economist Radio  
• The Weeds – social and political too  
• IMF podcast  
• BBC World Service – BBC Daily – wake up to 
money  
• Evan Davis’s The Bottom Line  
• World of Business  
• Vok – excellent blog and audio section  
Infectious Talk 
TED Talks – Wealth of talks on many economic issues 
and concepts.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/bottomline
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/bottomline


 
The Apprentice – BBC iplayer – On 
air in  
the autumn term  
  
Dragon’s Den on BBC iplayer – From 
pitch to profit  
  
Business Nightmares with Evan Davis 
– BBC iplayer  
  
Alex Polizzi (The Fixer) – BBC iplayer  
  
Steve Jobs (2015) Film charting the 
technical entrepreneurs career  
  
Secret world of Lego – Find it on 
Channel  
4 on demand  
 

economic issues in class. However, there are 
numerous opportunities alongside the news to 
develop your understanding and interest in 
Economics.  
  
The Big Short (2015) Film reflecting the issues 
from the 2008 financial crash  
  
The Founder – Film about one of the biggest 
corporations in the world with its famous ‘M’ 
logo  
  
Inside Job (2010) Film  
  
Question Time – BBC 2 – old episodes on the 
iPlayer  
  
The Big Question – BBC - Moral, ethical and 
religious debates which put economic concepts in 
perspective.  
  
Freakeconomics (2010) Film in reference to the 
book  
 
   
 

  
YouTube – Economic departments for Russell Group 
and Oxbridge departments have many lectures on their 
YouTube pages for example:  
London School of Economics (Economics Soceity)   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSFXjBMC1_tDT
2MOj3 VYKg  
 
Too much maths, too little history – The problem of 
Economics. LSE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rXBBqMmIP8  
  
Stealing Africa (2012) Film about corruption, tax 
avoidance and the issues with globalisation on 
developing countries  
  
Poor Kids – Fantastic critically acclaimed documentary 
regarding poverty in the UK  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg&vl
=en  
 
Inequality for all (2013) Film  
 
Enron (The smartest guys in the room) (2008) Film  
Master of Money – Documentary  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list
=PLaQ 8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb  

Following Useful to look at the GCSE Bitesize 
website for Business.  
  

https://www.bbc.com/education/s
ubjec ts/zpsvr82  

Follow the following Economists on Twitter:  

@BBCEcon  

@wef (world economic forum)  

@tutor2uEconomics  

@OUPEconomics (Oxford Economics)  

@LSEEcon  

Join mailing lists – these usually include getting a 
weekly email summarising the main data and news in 
economics.   
Mailing lists recommended:  

1. Ian Steward – Deloitte 
http://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSFXjBMC1_tDT2MOj3VYKg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSFXjBMC1_tDT2MOj3VYKg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSFXjBMC1_tDT2MOj3VYKg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSFXjBMC1_tDT2MOj3VYKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rXBBqMmIP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rXBBqMmIP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg&vl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg&vl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg&vl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkHooEp3vRE&list=PLaQ8y-_6QAbHnvalZIbzHtJJbLXY2NUcb
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
http://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/
http://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/


  

 

@pajholden  

@bbckamal (BBC Economics correspondent)  

Use these websites:  
https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/ 
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ 
https://www.economicshelp.org/  
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics
/intro duction-economics  

2. The Saturday Economist 
https://www.thesaturdayeconomist.com/join-
the-mailinglist.html  

Blogs to Follow:  

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog  

 

Doing: Places to visit in the West 

Midlands:  

Cadbury World Factory Tour  

Jaguar/Land rover Factory Tour  

JCB Factory Tour  

Museum of brands and branding - 
London  
  

Join debating clubs/competitions   

  

Join a drama club – work on your 
public speaking, this is a useful skill 
if you want to go into trading with 
Economics  
  

Play chess – use of mathematical 
formulas are useful in Economics. 
Research the prisoners dilemma – 
it is an example of some Game 
Theory  

 

Places to visit for GCSE:  

Bank of England – London  

Financial district - London  

Wall Street and the NYC financial district – New 

York  

Coca Cola – Edmonton  

London Metal Exchange  

  

A visit to London and a walk around Canary 
Wharf and the historical Leaden hall Market can 
also be very inspirational just to see the financial 
district in action.  
  

Join your local political party to engage with 
your wider community and see the economic 
issues, which influence society in action.  

 

Visit the Bank of England, email beforehand to get a 

free talk.  

 Enter the following Competitions:  

The Marshall Society (Cambridge University Economic 
Society) essay/article competition  
Young Economist Essay Competition run by the Royal 

Economic Society- this runs every summer with a 

deadline normally the middle of July.  

Youth Parliamentary Competition held every year with 
the Sutton Coldfield Secondary schools consortium  
Carry out an EPQ on an area of interest or school of 
thought for Economics, which is not necessarily 
included in your GCSE or A-level specification.  
MOOCS  

Mass Open Online courses – Use FutureLearn.com to do 
a free course in a field/topics of Economics you are 
interested in – the summer holidays would be a good 
time to do this.  
  

Work Experience/Summer Placements:  

Approach financial institutions for summer 

work/placements.  

Many firms like PWC/KPMG/Deloitte/EY have offices in 
Birmingham and offer placements every year, normally 

https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/
https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/
https://www.intelligenteconomist.com/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.economicshelp.org/
https://www.economicshelp.org/
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics
http://www.myheplus.com/subjects/economics/introduction-economics


the application process starts the September before the 
summer you would start.  
  

Volunteering:   

Look into volunteering opportunities with your 

local council, once you are 18 you can assist 

with counting and advertising with local and 

general elections. Volunteering with local or 

national charities is also useful to show an 

appreciation of the wider community, society 

and world you live within and you can see 

Economics in action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                               English                                                 Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 
Reading Reading lists for Key Stage 3 

available from the English 
Department Office   
  
Bradbury: Fahrenheit 451 (Ray 
Bradbury)   
The Call of the Wild (Jack London)   
1984 (George Orwell)  
Animal Farm (George Orwell)   
The Third Man (Graham Greene)   
The Grapes of Wrath (John 
Steinbeck)   
You Only Live Twice (Ian Fleming) 
*or another  
James Bond novel of your choice*   
Murder on the Orient Express (or 
another  
Agatha Christie novel of your choice)    
Day of the Triffids (John Wyndham)    
  
Context:   
Eats, Shoots and Leaves (Truss)  
Mother Tongue: The Story of the  
English Language (Stephen Fry)  
Shakespeare: All the World’s a Stage 
(Bryson)   
The Shakespeare Book: Big Ideas  
Simply Explained   
Troublesome Words (Bryson)  

Full reading lists for Key Stage 4 & 5 available 
from the English Department Office  
Reading List (KS4)   
Attwood: The Handmaid’s Tale  
Orwell: 1984  
Faulks: Bird Song  
Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby   
King: The Shining   
Palahniuk: Fight Club   
Stoker: Dracula   
Steinbeck: Grapes of Wrath   
  
Reading List (KS5)   
Achebe: Things Fall Apart   
Austen: Pride and Prejudice   
De Maurier: Rebecca   
Bronte, C: Jane Eyre   
Faulks: Bird Song  
Gaskell: North and South  
Hardy: Tess of the D’Ubervilles    
Hosseini: Kite Runner   
Ishiguro: Remains of the Day  
Roy: God of Small Things  
Welsh: Trainspotting   
Winterson: Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit    
  
Understanding Poetry   
How to Read a Poem (Terry Eagleton)  
The Ode Less Travelled (Stephen Fry)   

Please speak your English teacher if you have any 
difficulty sourcing the texts.   
Reading list   
Literary Theory and Background:   
A Short History of English Literature  
(Blamires)   
How to Read a Poem (Terry Eagleton)  
Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction   
Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism  
Norton Anthology of English Literature  
Norton Anthology of American Literature   
The Oxford History of English (ed. Lynda Mugglestone)  
The Oxford Handbook of the Age of  
Shakespeare (ed. R. Smuts)   
The Victorians (Oxford English Literary History Series)   
 
Poetry Collections   
Norton Anthology of Poetry  
The New Oxford Book of English Verse (1250 – 1950)   
The New Oxford Book of Victorian Verse (ed. 
Christopher Ricks)   



 Grammar and syntax   
Grammar for Grown-Ups (Fry and Kirton)   
Journals  
The English Review (available in the library)  

Watching / Listening Librivox: A free and vast selection of 
audiobooks in the public domain:  
https://librivox.org/   
Audible: From amazon.co.uk, this 
subscription site has an excellent 
range of audiobooks:  
https://www.audible.co.uk/?source_
code=M 
2M30DFT1BkSH11201400M2   
  
BBC Podcasts:  The Tempest  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/b03h6p x5   
Gothic  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes
/p00547 
92   
 
Watching any productions at the 
following theatres:   
North Birmingham  
Highbury Theatre (Sheffield Street, 
Boldmere)  
Garrick Theatre, Lichfield   
Birmingham City   
Birmingham REP (Broad Street)  
Crescent Theatre (Brindley Place)  
Electric Cinema  (Station Street)  

BBC Podcasts:   
Carol Ann Duffy   
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2002
_37_thu _01.shtml  
Shakespeare’s Work  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546s8  
Macbeth (Divine Right of Kings)   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0080xph  
The Prelude (Wordsworth)   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00899w0  
The Romantics  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546ws  
Seamus Heaney 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009mdcy  
Tennessee Williams: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8  
Vitalism (Frankenstein)  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dwhwt  
Wuthering Heights: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptt5  
Watching any productions at the following 
theatres:   
North Birmingham  
Highbury Theatre (Sheffield Street, Boldmere)  
Garrick Theatre, Lichfield   
Birmingham City   
Birmingham REP (Broad Street)  
Crescent Theatre (Brindley Place)  
Electric Cinema  (Station Street)  

The In Our Time podcast is a rich resource for 
developing your cultural awareness. Recent literature 
related episodes include:  Aphra Benn  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0977v4t  
Dante’s Inferno   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00f05zj  Decline 
and Fall (Evelyn Waugh)   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmbsc  
Hamlet  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09jqtfs  Henrik 
Ibsen   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b42q58  Four 
Quartets (T.S. Eliot)  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0858w43   
  
The Desert Island Discs podcast includes some 
interesting contextual background for several key 
authors including:   
  
Margaret Atwood 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00937l3   
Susan Hill:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093ntm   
Philip Larkin  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8  Zadie 
Smith  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03bg4v7 John 
Updike  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093pc1    

https://librivox.org/
https://librivox.org/
https://librivox.org/
https://www.audible.co.uk/?source_code=M2M30DFT1BkSH11201400M2
https://www.audible.co.uk/?source_code=M2M30DFT1BkSH11201400M2
https://www.audible.co.uk/?source_code=M2M30DFT1BkSH11201400M2
https://www.audible.co.uk/?source_code=M2M30DFT1BkSH11201400M2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03h6px5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03h6px5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03h6px5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03h6px5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0054792
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0054792
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0054792
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0054792
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2002_37_thu_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2002_37_thu_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2002_37_thu_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2002_37_thu_01.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546s8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546s8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0080xph
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0080xph
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00899w0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00899w0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546ws
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546ws
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546ws
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009mdcy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009mdcy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009mdcy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dwhwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dwhwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dwhwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0977v4t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0977v4t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00f05zj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00f05zj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmbsc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmbsc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qmbsc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09jqtfs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09jqtfs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b42q58
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b42q58
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0858w43
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0858w43
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00937l3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00937l3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093ntm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093ntm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p009n0l8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03bg4v7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03bg4v7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093pc1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0093pc1


Midlands Art Centre (Cannon Hill 
Park)  
Old Joint Stock Theatre (Temple 
Row)  
Midlands   
Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Stratford  
 
Look out for television or cinema 
adaptations of studied texts    
 

Midlands Art Centre (Cannon Hill Park)  
Old Joint Stock Theatre (Temple Row)  
Midlands   
Royal Shakespeare Company, Stratford  
 
Look out for television or cinema adaptations of 
studied texts    

  

Following @BVGS_English    
@WorldBookDayUK  
@RSC_Education  
@BBCSchoolReport  
@ShakespeareBT  
@LibraryofBham  
@The_Globe  
 

@BVGS_English    
@Macbeth_Insights   
@GSCE_Macbeth    
@MrBruffEnglish    
@GCSE English Revision   
@UKShakespeare  
@explore_Othello  
@BL_Learning  
@britishlibrary  
 

 

Doing: BBC School Report   
English Department Creative Writing  
Competitions    
KS3 Debating Society   

KS4 Debating   KS5 Debating  
English mentoring programme  
Attending university lecture days  
Read prose, drama and poetry beyond the A  
level syllabus  
Identify a genre or time period of interest and complete 
wider reading  
Read an introduction to literary theory  
Engage with critical readings of texts  
 

 
 



                                                        French                                                  Subjects 
 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading Grammar 
Dynamo 1 Pupil Book (Year 7) 
Dynamo 2 Pupil Book (Year 8) 
Dynamo 3 Pupil Book (Year 9) 
New KS3 French Grammar 
Workbook, CGP KS3 Languages 
A good bilingual dictionary: either 
Collins Robert or Oxford Hachette 
 
Fiction 
Easy French Reader, Second Edition: 
A Three-part Text for Beginning 
Students 
https://www.thefrenchexperiment.c
om – short French children’s stories 
with audio and/or video 
Le Petit Nicolas, René Goscinny 
Le Petit Prince, Antoine de Saint 
Exupéry  
Les malheurs de Sophie (La Comtesse 
de Ségur 
 
Comics & Magazines 
Astérix, René Goscinny / Albert 
Uderzo 
Tintin, Hergé 
https://maryglasgowplus.com/ - 
website containing French language 
magazines 

GCSE French 
Studio Edexcel GCSE Textbook 
Studio Edexcel GCSE French Grammar and 
Translation Workbook 
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) French Revision 
Workbook: for the 2016 qualifications 
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) French Revision Guide 
Target Grade 9 Writing Edexcel GCSE (9-1) French 
Workbook 
Target Grade 9 Reading Edexcel GCSE (9-1) French 
Workbook 
Target Grade 5 Reading Edexcel GCSE (9-1) French 
Workbook 
New Grade 9-1 GCSE French Translation Skills 
Workbook, CGP 
GCSE French Edexcel Complete Revision & 
Practice, CGP 
A good bilingual dictionary: either Collins Robert 
or Oxford Hachette 
 
A-Level French 
AQA A-Level French Textbook 
AQA A-level French Revision and Practice 
Workbook: Themes 1 and 2 
AQA A-level French Revision and Practice 
Workbook: Themes 3 and 4 
AQA French A Level and AS Grammar & 
Translation Workbook  
Hawkins & Towell, French grammar and usage 

French Grammar and Usage 
Hawkins & Towell, French grammar and usage 
Hawkins, Lamy & Towell, French grammar and usage 
A good bilingual dictionary: either Collins Robert or 
Oxford Hachette  
A verb table, such as Larousse de la conjugaison : tous 
les verbes du français, les tableaux types, les règles 
d'emploi. 
The language learner's good study guide by the Open 
University's centre for Modern Languages 
 
Fiction 
Albert Camus, L’étranger 
Albert Camus, La peste   
Apollinaire, Calligrammes 
Claire Etcherelli, Elise ou la vraie vie 
Delphine de Vigan, No et moi 
Emile Zola, Germinal 
Emile Zola, Thérèse Raquin 
Faïza Guène, Kiffe Kiffe demain 
François Mauriac, Le mystère Frontenac 
Françoise Sagan, Bonjour tristesse 
French short stories 1 edited by Lyon (843) 
French short stories 2 edited by Lee (843) 
Guy de Maupassant, Boule de Suif et autres contes de la 
guerre 
Jacques Prévert, Paroles 
Jean-Paul Sartre, Huis clos suivi de Les mouches  
*Joseph Joffo, Un sac de billes (A Level set-text) 
Lisa Azuelos, Mon journal intime, LOL  

https://www.thefrenchexperiment.com/
https://www.thefrenchexperiment.com/
https://maryglasgowplus.com/


https://comicbookplus.com/?cid=173
3  – 600 + French comics available in 
free digital format 
 
 

Hawkins, Lamy & Towell, French grammar and 
usage 
A good bilingual dictionary: either Collins Robert 
or Oxford Hachette 
Joseph Joffo  Un sac de billes  
Modern Languages Study Guides: Un sac de billes: 
Literature Study Guide for AS/A-level French 
Try to read the French version of a book you know 
well in English, e.g. Harry Potter. 

Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis 1 
Molière, L’avare : comédie 
Molière, Le bourgeois gentilhomme : comédie-
ballet 
Molière, Le Tartuffe 
Philippe Grimbert, Un secret 
Voltaire, Candide 
 

Watching / Listening https://www.teachvid.com/resources  

- Videos, clips, songs and pictures, 

sort by topic, level and subject 

A Town Called Panic (2009) (U) 
Ernest And Celestine (2012) (U) 
Kirikou et la sorcière (Kirikou And The 
Sorceress) (1998) (U) 
Kirikou et les hommes et les femmes 
(Kirikou and the Men and the 
Women) (2012) (U) 
Le Petit Nicolas (2009) (PG) 
Le Petit Nicolas en vacances (2014) 
(PG) 
Monsieur Hulot's Holiday (1953) (U) 
The Red Balloon (Le Ballon Rouge) 
(1956) (U) 
Une Vie De Chat (A Cat in Paris) 
(2011) (U) 
Voyage Dans La Lune (A Trip to The 
Moon)  
 

http://www.tv5monde.com/  - International 
French TV  
https://www.france.tv/  - International TV shows 
and films in French 
https://www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com  - 
Podcasts on different topics, such as Paris, daily 
routines etc. with transcripts read at a steady 
pace 
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/  - Allows you to 
listen to French songs, karaoke style and fill in the 
gaps for missing words as you go along 
https://www.fun-mooc.fr/  - Modern, short videos 
on different topics 
https://francebienvenue1.wordpress.com/  - Real 
interviews on various topics with transcripts 
http://francolab.ca/  - French-Canadian website to 
help in perfecting your French with videos and 
worksheets 
https://education.francetv.fr/matiere/actualite  - 
Super colourful video clips on so many topics for 
all levels 
https://www.teachvid.com/resources  - Videos, 
clips, songs and pictures, sort by topic, level and 
subject 

https://culture.tv5monde.com/  - Audio books with 
videos and transcripts 
https://www.audiocite.net  – Loads of free books in 
auditory format, including poems, recipes, historical etc. 
of different lengths to play online 
http://www.tv5monde.com/  - International French TV 
https://www.france.tv/  - International TV shows and 
films in French 
https://librivox.org  – 600 + free downloadable audio 
books in French 
 

Films  
Entre les murs Laurent Cantet (2008)  
*Au revoir les enfants Louis Malle (1987) A Level set-film 
L’auberge espagnole Cédric Klapisch (2002) 
La Haine Mathieu Kassovitz (1995) 
Les 400 coups François Truffaut (1959) 
Un long dimanche de fiançailles Jean-Pierre Jeunet 
(2004) 
 
 
 
 

https://comicbookplus.com/?cid=1733
https://comicbookplus.com/?cid=1733
http://www.tv5monde.com/
https://www.france.tv/
https://www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com/
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/
https://www.fun-mooc.fr/
https://francebienvenue1.wordpress.com/
http://francolab.ca/
https://education.francetv.fr/matiere/actualite
https://www.teachvid.com/resources
https://culture.tv5monde.com/
https://www.audiocite.net/
http://www.tv5monde.com/
https://www.france.tv/
https://librivox.org/


https://www.newsinslowfrench.com/ - Weekly 
French podcasts 
https://www.theidealteacher.com/s=french+listen
ing  - 3-minute listening clips & transcripts with 
practice activities 
www.nrj.fr  Music radio – choose NRJ French for 
French language songs only 
Astérix et Obélix: Mission Cléopatre (Astérix and 
Obélix: Mission Cleopatra) 
Au revoir les enfants  
Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis 
Deux Jours Une Nuit 
Entre les Murs  
Etre Et Avoir 
Indigènes Welcome  
La Boum (The Party) 
La Famille Bélier (The Bélier Family) 
La Gloire de Mon Père (The Glory of My Father) 
La Môme (La Vie en Rose)  
Le Fabuleux Destin d’Amélie Poulain  
Le Gamin Au Vélo  
Le Havre  
Le Petit Nicolas (Little Nicholas) 
Les 400 Coups (The 400 Blows) 
Les Choristes (The Chorus) 
Les Intouchables 
Monsieur Ibrahim et les Fleurs du Coran (Mr. 
Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Coran) 
Paris, Je t’aime  

TV  
http://www.tv5monde.com/  - International French TV  
https://www.france.tv/  - International TV shows and 

films in French 

https://www.1jour1actu.com/videos  

HugoDécrypte - Actus du jour French journalist and 

YouTuber who posts 5 news summaries per day in 

French. Follow him on Youtube and Instagram 

@HugoDecrypte  

 

 

Following Beyond your existing favourites, it is 

incredibly easy to discover new 

French organisations, newspapers, 

musicians and the like on social 

French Instagram Accounts to Follow:  

@frenchwords 

@lemondefr 

https://www.newsinslowfrench.com/
https://www.theidealteacher.com/s=french+listening
https://www.theidealteacher.com/s=french+listening
http://www.nrj.fr/
http://www.tv5monde.com/
https://www.france.tv/
https://www.1jour1actu.com/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAcAnMF0OrCtUep3Y4M-ZPw
https://www.instagram.com/hugodecrypte/?hl=en-gb
https://www.instagram.com/frenchwords/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/lemondefr/?hl=en


media. Try searching for hashtags 

like #frenchvocabulary, 

#learningfrench and #frenchlanguage 

for starters. Then, get creative and 

search for even more relevant 

hashtags in French: 

#francais 

#déjeuner 

#mafamille 

#fairelafête 

#citationdujour 

#travailler 

#dimanchematin 

 

This Instagram account brings you daily 

French words, phrases, idioms and quotes 

in a sleek, easy-to-digest-as-you’re-

scrolling-through-your-feed format. 

@learnfrencheasily 

Learn French Easily is another language-

learning page, similar in concept to 

French Words. 

@talkinfrench 

The focus of this Instagram account is to 

teach you how to speak in French. Talk in 

French uses Instagram’s video feature to 

bring you not only French vocabulary 

lessons, but pronunciation lessons as 

well! 

@French words combines daily French 

words, idioms and stunning pictures of 

Paris. 

@françaisavecpierre  In addition to being 

a French tutor, Pierre is also a Youtuber 

(he posts a video on the French language 

every Friday) and TikToker. 

@acupoffrench   

Christine, the girl who created this 

account, is a French expatriate in Norway. 

She posts engaging visuals to learn new 

Instagram account of the famous French 

newspaper Le Monde, which covers all manner 

of national and international events.  

@lefigarofr 

You can also follow the Instagram account of Le 

Figaro for even more news and high-quality 

images of the world at large. 

All the images are captioned thoroughly, and 

often at length, in French, so be sure to read 

them when they appear in your feed. 

@tv5monde 

This Instagram account goes a bit beyond the 

news and features everything that’s going on in 

the world of French TV. 

@buzzfeedfrance 

Hilarious, relatable comics and images, like this 

one, all in French, direct from BuzzFeed France 

@museelouvre 

Dreaming of the Louvre? 

Then you’ll adore this account loaded with beautiful 
images and fascinating facts straight out of the Louvre. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/learnfrencheasily/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/talkinfrench/?hl=en
https://private-frenchlessons-paris.squarespace.com/blog/.French%20Words%20@frenchwords
https://www.instagram.com/francaisavecpierre/?hl=fr
https://www.instagram.com/acupoffrench/?hl=fr
https://www.instagram.com/lefigarofr/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/tv5monde/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/buzzfeedfrance/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/museelouvre/?hl=en


vocabulary, words or posts to improve 

your grammar. You will immerse in 

French culture through her cultural 

stories: books, music, films ... If you are 

interested in French culture, this account 

is worth taking a closer look! 

@Encorefrenchlessons is a language school based 

in Los Angeles and Portland. This account posts 

useful vocabulary lists, common expressions and 

grammar points. It also shows you the differences 

between "written" French and "spoken" French. 

Their “Pronunciation” story will also help you 

improve your phonics! 

 @ french.toons, you will learn new French 

expressions and words with extracts from well-

known cartoons such as The Simpsons, 

Ratatouille, The Lion King, and Toy Story. 

@French à la Carte  

It offers various learning resources: grammar, 

vocabulary, culture. It also posts a new word a 

day, idioms and slang, quotes from famous French 

artists, grammar quizzes. 

@themovingjaw  

Learn French as you eat! 

Doing: Grammar & Vocabulary  
Essential Websites to Learn French 
Online for Students 

Kerboodle – A Level e-textbook 
 
Grammar & Vocabulary 
Seneca - French Edexcel GCSE Online Learning 

Grammar  

https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/frb1-programme - 

University of Cambridge. This contains a number of links 

https://www.instagram.com/encorefrenchlessons/?hl=fr
https://www.instagram.com/french.toons/?hl=fr
https://www.instagram.com/frenchalacarte_paris/
https://www.instagram.com/themovingjaw/?hl=fr
https://bishopveseygrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BVGS-Subjects/Fr/Staff%20Resources/KS5/Essential-List-of-Websites-To-Learn-French-Online-for-Students.pdf?csf=1&e=p06K9z
https://bishopveseygrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BVGS-Subjects/Fr/Staff%20Resources/KS5/Essential-List-of-Websites-To-Learn-French-Online-for-Students.pdf?csf=1&e=p06K9z
https://www.kerboodle.com/
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/979a083a-205a-4001-8213-7ec4a3f4cd9d/section/0e56bf04-b1fe-4dd4-881f-2b6dd9db2b1a/session
https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/frb1-programme


Seneca - Online Language Learning 
for KS3 French 
BBC Bitesize KS3 

Languages Online 
Tex's French Grammar 
Duolingo 
KS3 Knowledge Organisers, available 
on the VLE 
 
French Crazy (blog about French 

culture in English) 

http://www.frenchcrazy.com/ 

La Douce France (blog about French 

en français) 

https://hamillfrenchblog.wordpress.c

om/ 

https://classroom.thenational.acade

my/subjects-by-year 

 

 

Quizlet - GCSE French 
Memrise – Make sure you have joined your class 
group!  
Duolingo - Really useful language learning app.  
http://www.goethe-verlag.com/tests/FE/FE.HTM - 
French vocabulary tests with translation activities, 
split into easy and difficult 
BBC Bitesize GCSE 
Languages Online – Grammar Practice 
Tex's French Grammar - Grammar Practice 
www.lawlessfrench.com  
https://www.francaisfacile.com/  
www.languagesonline.org.uk  : For grammar 
exercises in French  
https://conjuguemos.com/  : For grammar 
exercises in several languages 
http://www.lepointdufle.net/  : A range of 
grammar exercises in French 
https://bonpatron.com/ - Copy your written text 
into the website and it will show you grammar 
and spelling errors with reasons for errors. 
 
News/Reading 
https://www.20minutes.fr   - Short international 
news articles in French 
http://www.france24.com/fr  - International news 
in French 
https://www.lemonde.fr/ - French news website 
www.lesclesjunior.com - For simplified reading 
texts for French  
http://apprendre.tv5monde.com/  - For authentic 
texts and exercises  

to grammar documents and exercises that will aid your 

independent study outside of school, and give you an 

idea of the level of French you will need to have if you 

intend to study it at University. 

https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/french/online-

resources#Fr.B2 List of recommended online resources 

from the University of Cambridge.  

https://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/overview.html 

 

Blogs  

Glossologics (blog about translation) 

The Mashed Radish (blog about etymology) 

And Read all over (blog about language use) 

The Language Log (Linguistics Blog) 

 

News/Reading 

https://www.20minutes.fr  - short international news 

articles in French 

http://www.france24.com/fr  - international news in 

French 

http://www.rfi.fr/  - international news in French with a 

radio channel 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/358c7423-e317-498b-b0c9-32f205b92a3b/section/98863a9e-e6ea-40b6-ab67-e5fc78c3b062/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/358c7423-e317-498b-b0c9-32f205b92a3b/section/98863a9e-e6ea-40b6-ab67-e5fc78c3b062/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgdqxnb
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/frenchindex.html
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/overview.html
http://www.duolingo.com/
https://bishopveseygrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/BVGS-Subjects/Fr/SitePages/KS3%20-%20Years%207,%208%20and%209.aspx?csf=1&e=7ARU6F
https://bishopveseygrammarschool.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/BVGS-Subjects/Fr/SitePages/KS3%20-%20Years%207,%208%20and%209.aspx?csf=1&e=7ARU6F
https://hamillfrenchblog.wordpress.com/
https://hamillfrenchblog.wordpress.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/gcse-french
file:///C:/Users/L.Ball/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YXS6PUAT/rise.com/login/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.goethe-verlag.com/tests/FE/FE.HTM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zhy647h
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/frenchindex.html
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/overview.html
http://www.lawlessfrench.com/
https://www.francaisfacile.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://conjuguemos.com/
http://www.lepointdufle.net/
https://bonpatron.com/
https://www.20minutes.fr/
http://www.france24.com/fr
https://www.lemonde.fr/
http://www.lesclesjunior.com/
http://apprendre.tv5monde.com/
https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/french/online-resources#Fr.B2
https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/french/online-resources#Fr.B2
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/overview.html
https://alexpolistigers.wordpress.com/
http://mashedradish.com/
http://andreadallover.com/
http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/
https://www.20minutes.fr/
http://www.france24.com/fr
http://www.rfi.fr/


http://letudiant.fr/trendy - Interesting articles 
related to student life  
 
 
 
Speaking Practice 
https://www.acapela-group.com - Add some text 
and hear how it’s pronounced with a real French 
voice of your choice 
 

https://www.parismatch.com/  - online French lifestyle 

‘magazine’ 

http://www.columbia.edu/~ab410/drills.html - gap fills 

and multiple choice activities for specific 

intermediate/advanced grammar topics 

http://catherine-ousselin.org/francaisAP.html - a 

collection of super valuable resources for practicing 

French reading, listening, reading and writing, as well as 

grammar at AP level (B1-C1 CEFR Level) 

http://www.langue-fr.net/ - got a question about French 

spelling, or which word to use when? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://letudiant.fr/trendy
https://www.acapela-group.com/
https://www.parismatch.com/
http://www.columbia.edu/~ab410/drills.html
http://catherine-ousselin.org/francaisAP.html
http://www.langue-fr.net/


                                                              Geography                                               Subjects 
 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading • Bill Bryson – African Diary 
(2016) gives a good insight into 
conditions in Kibera  

• Anita Ganeri – Horrible 
Geographies series gives an 
introduction to hazards and 
geographical events  

• National Geographic Kids 
magazine  

• Helen Abramson et al – Where 
on Earth? (2013) is about 
human geography topics  

• Joseph Romm- Climate Change: 
What everyone needs to know- 
offers the most up to date 
examination of climate 
change’s foundational science 

• Ed Stafford- Walking in the 
Amazon- is an account of a 
world first expedition 

• https://theday.co.uk/ 
  

• The first port of call should be the AQA GCSE 
textbook, the AQA GCSE specification and the 
AQA GCSE revision guide.  

• David Lambert – Thinking Like A Geographer 
(2007) for critical analysis  

• Geofiles (PDF articles) 

• Geo factsheets (PDFs)  

• Ken Addison et al – Fundamentals of the 
Physical Environment (2008)   

• Iain Stewart – Earth: The Power of the Planet 
(2007)  

• Simon Reeve- Step By Step- the tale of his life 
story about some of the most dangerous 
places on earth 

• Lucy Siegle- Turning The Tide On Plastic- an 
eco-lifestyle expert provides a powerful call 
to arms 

• Tim Marshall- The Power of Geography- a 
dive into past and present to reveal the 
political fault lines in our world 

• Tim Marshall- Prisoners of Geography- ten 
maps that tell you everything you need to 
know 

 

There is a huge breadth to post-18 Geography and thus the 
below reading list is merely a suggestion of key texts and 
famous works. It is more recommendable to read around 
topics that capture your interest.  

• Subscribe to the National Geographic magazine for a 
variety of current topics in academic geography  

• The Guardian newspaper tends to be the best for 
geography  

• The geographical series “A Very Short Introduction” 
published by Oxford University is very highly 
recommended  

• Familiarise yourself with the work of Doreen Massey  

• James Lovelock – The Revenge of Gaia (2006)  

• Joel Cohen – How many people can Earth support? 
(1996)  

• Jared Diamond – Guns, Gems and Steel (1999)  

• Bjorn Lomborg – The Sceptical Environmentalist 
(2001)  

• John Steinbeck – The Grapes of Wrath (1939)  

• David Waugh – Geography: An Integrated Approach 
(2009)  

• Neil Coe et al – Economic Geography: A 
Contemporary Introduction (2007)  

• Alisdair Rogers et al – A Dictionary of Human 
Geography (2013)  

Watching / Listening You can try revising using raps, songs or 
poems to make things more memorable.  
Search ‘Mr Lee geography’ on YouTube 
to get ideas  
The BBC have filmed multiple series in 
HD focussed on geography and ecology:  
David Attenborough: Dynasty  

Podcasts such as:  
BBC Business Daily  
Living on Earth  
Search ‘Mr Lee geography’ on YouTube for raps  
 
The documentaries given to the left are good for GCSE 
topics and those at KS3. Also:  

All of the viewing in the boxes to the left are important but 
these films are slightly higher level insights towards degree 
level geography:  
Erin Brockovich (2000) is about geopolitics of gas  
Small Island (2009) focuses on international migration  
Blood Diamond (2006) about war and conflict  
Slumdog Millionaire (2008) about Indian shanty towns  



(2018), Blue Planet II (2017), Planet 
Earth (2015), The Queen’s Green Planet 
(2018), David Attenborough's Tasmania 
(2019) 
Dynasties (2019) Wild Karnataka (2019) 
Our Planet (2019) on Netflix 
Climate Change - The Facts (2019) Seven 
Worlds, One Planet (2019), Extinction: 
The Facts (2021) 
David Attenborough: A Life on Our 
Planet (2021) A Perfect Planet (2021) 
Breaking Boundaries: The Science of Our 
Planet (2021) 
The Earthshot Prize: Repairing Our 
Planet (2021) The Green Planet (2022) 
Dynasties II (2022) Prehistoric Planet 
(2022) 
Frozen Planet II (2022) Wild Isles (2023) 
Iain Stewart: Earth (2007)   
Simon Reeve: Countries (2013 onwards) 
Hans Rosling: Don’t Panic – The Truth 
about Population  
(2013) 

Dante’s Peak (1997) relates to volcanology  
An Inconvenient Truth (2006) about climate change by 
Al Gore  
The Day After Tomorrow  
(2004)  
Countryfile on BBC on Sunday evenings about issues in 
rural UK areas 
Coast on BBC 
Attenborough: Aftershock on Netflix (cert 15)  

City of God (2002) about life in Brazilian favelas  
The Big Short (2015) about the financial crash  
An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power (2017) is a follow up 
showing the progress linked to Al Gore’s original film from 
2006  
Food Inc (2008) by Robert 
Crash (2004) has themes to do with social inequalities and 
interactions in urban areas 

Following Utilise websites to help your 
development such as:  
www.S-cool.co.uk  
www.coolgeography.co.uk  
 
  
Also, make sure you are following the 
BVGS Geography department’s Twitter 
page and Geogglebox.  

  

Utilise websites to help your development such as:  
www.S-cool.co.uk  
www.coolgeography.co.uk  
www.geographyinthenews.org.uk   
http://geographical.co.uk/co mpetitions   

  

Twitter is a very useful tool to use for up-to-date information 
and case studies:  
@LewisPugh (up-to-date developments about environmental 
pollution of oceans and climate change)  
RGS_IBG (Royal Geographical Society)  
@LDN_Environment (London’s Environmental Team)  
@GeogBham (University of Birmingham School of 
Geography)  
@Tweet_Geography (Geography in the News)   

Doing: Online quizzes and activities:  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/   
BBC Bitesize   

Competitions to enter include:  
YGOTY (RGS)  
Physical Geography Photo  

Bolster your employability by undertaking an online course. 
These are available through Future Learn, Coursera or the 
Open University.  

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/
http://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/
http://geographical.co.uk/competitions
http://geographical.co.uk/competitions
http://geographical.co.uk/competitions
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/


www.Sporcle.com   
www.geography.org.uk   
www.seneca.co.uk  
  
Also enter:  
Physical Geography Photo Competition 
(GA)  

  

Competition (GA)  
School Geography Challenge (African Adventures) to 
win a trip to Kenya for you and three friends… and two 
teachers!  

  

  
Enter national and international competitions such as:  
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) – for 16-19 year 
olds with the 2019 final in Hong Kong and the 2020 final in 
Istanbul  
Land Economy Essay (Fitzwilliam College, University of 
Cambridge)  
Young Geographer of the Year (RGS) in the 16-18 year old 
category  
International Geography Bee (info@iacompetitions.com) has 
regional, European and World Championships. The 2018 final 
was in Berlin.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sporcle.com/
http://www.sporcle.com/
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.seneca.co.uk/


                                                      History                                               Subjects 
 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading • The ‘My Story’ series  

• ‘The Shortest History of...’ 
series  

• A Short Introduction to... 
‘ series 

• Horrible Histories e.g. ‘The 
Measly Middle Ages’  

• ‘The Golden Rhinoceros: 
Histories of the African 
Middle Ages’ Francois-Xavier 
Fauvelle  

• ‘The Time Traveller’s Guide 
to Medieval England’ Ian 
Mortimer  

• ‘A Street Through Time’ Dr 
Anne Millard, illustrated by 
Steve Noon  

• ‘The Silk Roads: An 
Illustrated History of the 
World’ Peter Frankopan, 
illustrated by Neil Packer  

• ‘Sapiens: A Brief History of 
Humankind’ Yuval Noah 
Harari  

• ‘The Norman Conquest’ 
Marc Morris  

• ‘The White Ship’ Charles 
Spencer  

• ‘Black Tudors’ Miranda 
Kaufmann  

• ‘The Wages of Destruction’ Adam Tooze 
‘Travellers in the Third Reich’ Julia Boyd 

• ‘The Gestapo’ Frank McDonough  

• ‘The Aftermath: Life in the Fallout of the 
Third Reich 1945-55’ Harald Jähner  

• ‘The Vanquished: Why the First World 
War Failed to End’ Robert Gerwarth  

• ‘Peacemakers’ Margaret MacMillan  

• ‘The Long Shadow: The Great War’ 
David Reynolds  

• ‘The Gathering Storm’ Winston 
Churchill  

• ‘Cuba: A New History’ Richard Gott  

• ‘Vietnam’ Max Hastings  

• ‘The Cold War’ John Lewis Gaddis  

• ‘Viking Britain’ Thomas Williams  

• ‘A Great and Terrible King: Edward I’ 
Marc Morris ‘Culloden’ Murray Pittock  

• ‘Britain’s Empire’ Richard Gott 

• ‘Those are Real Bullets, Aren’t They? 
Bloody Sunday’ Peter Pringle and Philip 
Jacobsen  

• ‘War: How Conflict Shaped Us’ 
Margaret MacMillan  

• ‘The English Civil War: A People’s 
History’ Diane Purkiss  

• ‘Civil War’ Peter Ackroyd  

• ‘The World Turned Upside Down’ 
Christopher Hill 

• ‘The Presidents: 250 years of American Political 
leadership’ Iain Dale  

• ‘The Presidents: The Transformation of the 
American Presidency from Theodore Roosevelt to 
Barack Obama’ Stephen Richards Graubard  

• ‘The Residence: Inside the Private World of the 
White House’ Kate Anderson Brower  

• ‘Lyndon B Johnson: Portrait of a President’ Robert 
Dallek ‘The Triumph and Tragedy of Lyndon 
Johnson: The White House Years’ Joseph A. 
Califano Jr.  

• ‘The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt’ Edmund Morris  

• ‘The Proud Decades 1941-60’ J Diggins  

• ‘The American Century’ H Evans,  

• ‘Colossus’ N Ferguson  

• ‘Martin and Malcolm and America: A Dream or a 
Nightmare?’ James H. Cone  

• ‘Eisenhower in War & Peace’ Edward Smith  

• ‘FDR’ J Edward Smith  

• ‘Theodore Rex’ Edmund Morris  

• ‘Wilson’ A Scott Berg  

• ‘The People’s Tycoon: Henry Ford’ S Watts  

• ‘The History of Modern Britain’ Andrew Marr  

• ‘Never Had It So Good’ Dominic Sandbrook  

• ‘White Heat’ Dominic Sandbrook  

• ‘State of Emergency’ Dominic Sandbrook  

• ‘Seasons in the Sun’ Dominic Sandbrook  

• ‘Who Dares Wins’ Dominic Sandbrook  



• ‘The Black Death’: The 
Intimate Story of a Village in 
Crisis 1345-1350, John 
Hatcher  

• ‘The Hollow Crown’ Dan 
Jones  

• ‘The Time Traveller’s Guide 
to Tudor England’ Ian 
Mortimer  

• ‘The Brutish Museum’ Dan 
Hicks  

• ‘Witchcraft’ and ‘A Visitor’s 
Companion to Tudor 
England’ Suzannah Lipscomb  

• ‘State of Treason’ Paul 
Walker  

• ‘Alexander Hamilton’ Ron 
Chernow  

• ‘Liberty’s Dawn: A People’s 
History of the Industrial 
Revolution’ Emma Griffin  

• ‘The Five: The Untold Story 
of the Women Killed by Jack 
the Ripper’ Hallie Rubenhold  

• ‘Inglorious Empire’ Shashi 
Tharoor 

• ’The Anarchy’ William 
Dalrymple  

• ‘Empireland’ Sathnam 
Sanghera  

• ‘Black and British’ David 
Olusoga  

• ‘The Death of Consensus: 100 Years of British 
Political Nightmares’ Phil Tinline  

• ‘Natives’ Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire  

• ‘Crisis? What Crisis?’ Alwyn Turner  

• ‘Rejoice! Rejoice” Alwyn Turner ‘A Classless 
Society’ Alwyn Turner 

• ‘The Anarchy’ William Dalrymple  

• ‘Empireland’ Sathnam Sanghera  

• ‘Black and British’ David Olusoga  

• ‘Small Island’ Andrea Levy  

• ‘Regeneration’ Pat Barker  

• ‘The Glamour Boys’ Chris Bryant  

• ‘If This is a Man’ Primo Levi  

• ‘Maus’ Art Spiegelman ‘All in it Together’ Alwyn 
Turner ‘Finest and Darkest Hours’ Kevin Jefferys  

• ‘Bang!’ Graham Stewart  

• ‘Uncommon Wealth: Britain and the Aftermath of 
Empire’ Kojo Karam  

• ‘Britain’s Gulag: The Brutal End of Empire in Kenya’ 
Caroline Elkins 

• ‘Empireland’ Sathnam Sanghera  

• ‘Left for Dead’ Lewis Goodall 
 



• ‘Small Island’ Andrea Levy  

• ‘Regeneration’ Pat Barker  

• ‘The Glamour Boys’ Chris 
Bryant  

• ‘If This is a Man’ Primo Levi  

• ‘Maus’ Art Spiegelman 
 

Watching / Listening YouTube 
History Hit  
Oversimplified  
BBC Teach  
John Green – Crash Course  
The History Room  
Timelines TV  
History Matters 

Podcasts  
Dan Snow’s History Hit  
The Rest is History  
You’re Dead to Me  
History Extra  
Real Dictators  
Empire  
History of the World in 100 Objects  
The History Hotline  
Revolutions  
Conflict of Interest  
In Our Time (Radio 4) 

Following Twitter  

@BVGS_History @FXMC1957 @AfricanArchives @kavpuri @UCL_Holocaust @culturaltutor @tweeter_anita @HallieRubenhold @ProfGSheffield 
@longshanks1307 @peterfrankopan @Sathnam @dcsandbrook @RichardEvans36 Alexvtunzelmann @hannahrosewoods @KimAtiWagner 
@profdanhicks @DalrympleWill @greg_jenner @sixteenthCgirl @DrJaninaRamirez @wmarybeard @simonschama @thehistoryguy @DavidOlusoga 
@Andrew Marr9 @James1940 @holland_tom @hoyer_kat 
 
 
 

Doing: In the West Midlands: Black Country 
Museum; Blakesley Hall; Harvington 
Hall, Baddesley Clinton, Charlecote 
Park, Coughton Court, Hanbury Hall, 
Ironbridge Gorge Museums/Blists 

Places to visit for GCSE: 
 Jorvik Viking Centre York The National Cold 
War Exhibition- RAF Cosford People’s History 
Museum in Manchester The Cabinet War 
Rooms in London Basing House Ruins, 

Take part in debating groups and public speaking. Carry out 
an EPQ on a historical area of interest, which was not 
included on your GCSE or A-Level courses. Visit Historical 
Sites administered by the National Trust 
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk) and English Heritage 



Hill, Jewellery Quarter Museum , 
Soho House Museum Handsworth, 
Pen Museum, Birmingham Museum 
& Art Gallery, Birmingham Back to 
backs (National Trust), Warwick 
Castle, Lichfield Cathedral Coventry 
Cathedral, Worcester Cathedral, 
Leather Museum Walsall, Greyfriars 
House Worcester, Bosworth 
Battlefield Experience,  
Further afield: 
Liverpool: The International Slavery 
Museum –housed within the 
Merseyside Maritime Museum  
Bristol: Princes Wharf – Bristol and 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade, M 
Shed museum  
Portsmouth Naval Museum 
Portsmouth, Mary Rose, HMS 
Warrior, Golden Hind  
Plymouth – The Box – Mayflower, 
Pilgrim Fathers etc Cardiff: Cardiff 
Castle (inc Motte and Bailey, WW2 
Bunkers in walls) 

Basingstoke, Hampshire. Museum of London, 
London Wall, London. National Army Museum, 
Chelsea, London. The Commandery Civil War 
Centre, Worcester. Kelveden Hatch Secret 
Nuclear Bunker (Essex) Hack Green Secret 
Nuclear Bunker (Cheshire). National Civil War 
Centre Newark Museum 14 Appleton Gate | 
(Next to the Palace Theatre), Newark-on-Trent 
NG24 1JY, England  
 
Holocaust Museum Nottingham  
 
National Memorial Arboretum 

(www.english‐heritage.org.uk). Try to visit the many great 
cathedrals around the country, e.g. Canterbury, Durham, 
Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lincoln, Westminster Abbey, 
Winchester, Worcester, York Minster  
 
Volunteering: Look into volunteering opportunities with 
the National Trust and English Heritage (see websites 
above), as well as at museums. Cathedral Camps: 
www.csv.org.uk; spend your holiday working on 
conservation projects at a historical cathedral. 
Archaeology: opportunities offered by the Young 
Archaeologists’ Club (www.yac‐uk.org) run by the Council 
for British Archaeology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                          Mandarin                                                     Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading • Jinbu 1 

• Jinbu 2 

• Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Chinese 

• AQA GCSE textbook 

• Hurdle Test vocabulary list 

• AQA GCSE vocabulary list 

• AQA GCSE speaking booklet 

• Edexcel A-Level Chinese 

• Chairman’s Bao 

• MDBG Chinese Dictionary 

• Arch Chinese Dictionary 
 

• A Very Special Pigeon – 《一只叫凤的鸽子》 

• Memories of Peking – 《城南旧事》 

• Common Knowledge about Chinese Geography 

• Common Knowledge about Chinese History 

• Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture 

• HSK Storybook – Series  

Watching / Listening • Youtube – Little Fox 中文

(Chinese) 

• Youtube – Chinese buddy 

• Youtube – Mandarin Click (Slow 
Chinese Stories HSK 1/2) 

• Transition 前进乐团– Chinese 

music band 

• Wohuimandarin.com 

• GoChinese.net 

• Chairman’s Bao 

• Languagenut.com 

• Please Vote For Me – 《请投我一票》 

• Memories of Peking – 《城南旧事》 

• The Way We Are – 《天水围的日与夜》 

• Happy Chinese – 快乐汉语 

Following @UCL_IOE_CI – Confucius Institute 

Twitter 

@ChineseBuddy – Youtube channel 

@LittleFoxChinese – Youtube 

channel 

@MandarinClick – Slow Chinese 

Stories 

Quizlet 

Blooket 

GoChinese.net 

@UCL_IOE_CI – Confucius Institute Twitter 

@ChineseBuddy – Youtube channel 

@LittleFoxChinese – Youtube channel 

@MandarinClick – Slow Chinese Stories 

Quizlet 

Blooket 

GoChinese.net 

 

@UCL_IOE_CI – Confucius Institute Twitter 

@MandarinClick – Slow Chinese Stories 

Quizlet 

Chairman’s Bao 



Doing: • Intensive learning days – Y7 MEP 

• Hurdle test – KS3 

• KS3 Birmingham Chinatown trip 

• British Council Mandarin 
Speaking Competition 

• MEP China trip 
 

• HSK2 – Y12 Enrichment 

• HSK3 – Y10 MEP 

• Virtual China trip – Y9 MEP 

• 4 days intensive study – Y10 MEP 

• British Council Mandarin Speaking 
Competition 

 

• HSK4 – Y12 

• Work experience – Supervision for KS3 students 

• Chinese Bridge – Chinese Proficiency Competition for 
Foreign College Students 



                                                                                                          Maths                                                Subjects 
 Getting started Going further Open your mind 
Reading • Murderous Maths series of 

books – Kjartan Poskitt  

• Can you solve my problems? 

– Alex Bellos 

• Mathematics Magic & 

Mystery – Martin Gardner 

• How many socks make a 

pair? – Rob Eastaway 

• Why do buses come in 

threes – Rob Eastaway & 

Jeremy Wyndham 

• Humble Pi – Matt Parker 

• Alex’s Adventues in 

Numberland – Alex Bellos 

• 50 Maths ideas you really 

need to know – Tony Grilly 

  

  

• Mathematics for the imagination – 
Peter M. Higgins 

• Hello World – Hannah Fry 

• The Number Mysteries – Marcus Du 
Sautoy 

• The Housekeeper & The Professor – 
Yoko Ogawa 

• The Liar Paradox & The Towers of 
Hanoi – Marcel Danesi 

• How not to be wrong. – Jordan 

Ellenberg  

• The Simpsons and their Mathematical 

Secrets- Simon Singh  

• The Hidden Mathematics of Sport – 

Rob Eastaway & Jeremy Wyndham 

• The Magic of Mathematics – Theoni 

Pappas 

 

Plus Magazine 

https://plus.maths.org/content/ 

 

• Fermat’s Last theorem – Simon Singh  

• Game, Set and Math  – Ian Stewart  

• Professor Stewart’s Incredible Numbers – Ian 
STewart 

• What is Mathematics? –Richard  Courant 

&Herbert  Robbins  

• Chaos – James Gleick 

• 17 Equations That Changed The World – Ian 

Stewart 

• A Mathematician’s Apology – Hardy  

• Makers of Mathematics – Hollingdale  

• A Brief History of Infinity – Brian Clegg  

• Music Of The Primes – Marcus De Sautoy  

• Things to make and do in the fourth dimension – 
Matt Parker 

Watching / Listening YouTube –NumberPhile  

BBC Horizon – Alan and Marcus Go 
Forth and Multiply  
https://www.youtube.com/watch 

?v=QYx1patxUNQ  

Podcast - Mathfactor 
http://mathfactor.uark.edu/  

YouTube – Vsauce  

The History of Maths – Marcus de Sautoy (BBC 
Four documentary available on youtube)  
 
Podcasts:  
More or less: Behind the Stats – Tim Harford 
BBC Radio 4 

YouTube - Standupmaths  

YouTube – London Mathematical Society Popular 

Lectures  

TEDtalks – various lectures on Mathematics  

www.ted.com/talks  

Royal Institute Christmas Lectures  

 

https://plus.maths.org/content/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYx1patxUNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYx1patxUNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYx1patxUNQ
http://mathfactor.uark.edu/
http://mathfactor.uark.edu/
http://www.ted.com/talks
http://www.ted.com/talks


  

 

  

  

  

The Infinite Monkey Cage – Brian Cox & Robin 
Ince BBC Radio 4 
 
Films: 
The Man Who Knew Infinity 
Hidden Figures 

Following @numberphile  

  

  

@numberphile  

@jamesgrime  

@standupmaths  

@ColinTheMathmo  

Doing: Bletchley Park - codebreaking  

MoMath – National Museum of  

Mathematics – New York  

MathsCity - Leeds 

Sudoku 

Countdown 

  

The Winton Gallery – Science  

Museum, London  

GCHQ Puzzle Book  

Festival of the spoken nerd  

http://festivalofthespokennerd.com  

Attend the Birmingham Popular Maths Lectures  

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/ne
ws-andevents/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://festivalofthespokennerd.com/
http://festivalofthespokennerd.com/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/mathematics/news-and-events/birmingham-popular-maths-lecture.aspx


                                                          Music                                                      Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading · OCR GCSE (9-1) Music – Rhinegold 
study guide 
· Step Up to GCSE Music 
· https://www.musictheory.net/ 
· Hal Leonard Pocket Music Theory: A 
Comprehensive And Convenient Source 
For All Musicians 

· OCR A-Level Music – Rhinegold study Guide  
· www.musicalonline.com/pedagogy.htm  
· The AB Guide to Music Theory Part 1  
· The Guide to Music Theory Part 2  
· The Musician’s Guide to Theory and Analysis 
by Piper Clendinning & West Marvin 

The AB Guide to Music Theory Part 2  
The Jazz Theory Book - Mark Levine’s  
The Complete Idiot’s Guide To Music Theory, 2nd Edition 
www.essential-music-theory.com 

Listening • Create your own listening 
playlist using Spotify.  

• www.datadragon.com 
www.homeworkspot.com/them
e/classicalmusic.htm  

• http://www.MakingMusicFun.n
et 

• play.lso.co.uk  

• Podcasts: Popcast podcast – NewYork 
Times  

• Song Exploder  

• Rolling Stone – Music Now Concerto 
through time playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=
PL3q984EWyJe513TwFCpvSKnA-
omAlkTXc  

• Area of Study 3: Rhythms of the World 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=
PL3q984EWyJe4SMQSeDIuh-
kh3w6JqyzoM  

• Area of Study 4: Film Music and Video 
Game Music 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=
PL3q984EWyJe4HzcxtieU7WW2WabUk
MVyx  

• Area of Study 5: Conventions of Pop 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=
PL3q984EWyJe5dRrR8H9duLcRyE_-NTIS 
 

Podcasts: Switched On Pop 

https://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.musicalonline.com/pedagogy.htm
http://www.homeworkspot.com/theme/classicalmusic.htm
http://www.homeworkspot.com/theme/classicalmusic.htm
http://www.makingmusicfun.net/
http://www.makingmusicfun.net/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe513TwFCpvSKnA-omAlkTXc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe513TwFCpvSKnA-omAlkTXc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe513TwFCpvSKnA-omAlkTXc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4SMQSeDIuh-kh3w6JqyzoM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4SMQSeDIuh-kh3w6JqyzoM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4SMQSeDIuh-kh3w6JqyzoM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4HzcxtieU7WW2WabUkMVyx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4HzcxtieU7WW2WabUkMVyx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe4HzcxtieU7WW2WabUkMVyx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe5dRrR8H9duLcRyE_-NTIS
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe5dRrR8H9duLcRyE_-NTIS


Following @MusicBVGS  
@THSHBirmingham 
@SMT_musictheory  
@CBSO 

@MusicBVGS  
@8bitMusicTheory 
@ABRSM  
@MusicFactsFun  
@Gillespeterson  
@wigmore_hall  
@londonsymphony 

@musicmarkuk  
@MusicBVGS  
@Digmusicinsider  
@Future_of_music  
@lang_lang  
@GustavoDudamel 

Doing Music Theory in Practice, Grade 1  
Music Theory in Practice, Grade 2  
Music Theory in Practice, Grade 3 
www.musictheory.net 
http://www.funbrain.com/ Attending a 
school ensemble 

Music Theory in Practice, Grade 4  
Music Theory in Practice, Grade 5  
Attending 2 or more ensembles 
www.musiclearningcommunity.com 
http://www.teoria.com/ 
http://www.tritonemusic.com/ 

Audition for a central ensemble with Services for Education  
Audition for a National Youth Ensemble 
http://www.smartmusic.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                      PE                                                             Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading Stay up to date with current sporting 

affairs   

• bbc.co.uk/sport  

• Sky Sports News 

• Sporting Autobiographies 

 

  

  

  

 

The following websites are useful for 
additional resources and further learning   

• BBC Bitesize   

• Brian Mac Sports Coach   

  

The following twitter users offer insight into 
up to-date research in the world of Sport and  
Exercise   

  

@YLMSportScience- infographics promoting 
brand new Sports Science research by world 
renowned Sports Sciencist Yann Le Meur.  
@ScienceforSport An online learning resource 
for all things related to sports science.    
  

The following governing bodies also provide 
information into the provision of sport from 
grassroots to elite level.   
@Sport_England   

@IOC  

   @FA  

There is no specific reading list for PE. There are lots of 
peer assessed publications readily available including;  
  

https://www.jssm.org/ The Journal of Sports Science  

& Medicine    

http://www.bases.org.uk/ The professional body for 
Sport and Exercise Science in the UK  
http://sportsscientists.com/  Website provided in depth 
analysis across a range of sports and sport and exercise 
science domains.   
  

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/ 
sport/exsport/  - The leading Institution for Sports Science 
in the UK   

Watching / 
Listening 

There are many sporting events 
around the world that can inspire 
participation at any level.   
  

Tour de France (July) - The oldest and 
most prestigious Grand Tour cycling 
race. Held annually, its 21 stages are 

The following critically acclaimed 
documentaries are very applicable to 
supplement learning for course contents:  

• Supersize Me (2004)  

• The Race that Shocked the World 

(2012)   

• Icarus (2017)   

Try the following podcasts which are recommended:  

talkSport Radio Podcasts, Ben Coomber Nutrition Podcast, 

High performance podcast, The Real Science of Sport 

Podcast  

   
 

https://twitter.com/ScienceforSport
https://twitter.com/ScienceforSport
https://twitter.com/ScienceforSport
https://www.jssm.org/
https://www.jssm.org/
http://www.bases.org.uk/
http://www.bases.org.uk/
http://sportsscientists.com/
http://sportsscientists.com/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/sport/exsport/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/sport/exsport/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/sport/exsport/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/sport/exsport/


held over 3 weeks where racers bid to 
accumulate the quickest time.   
Euro Finals (2024) – Held every four 
years, countries compete to be 
crowded European champions.    
Wimbledon (June) - This is the oldest 
tennis tournament in the world, it is 
one of the four Grand Slam tennis 
tournaments and is the only major still 
played on grass. The Ashes - This is the 
notational prize in test cricket series 
played between England and Australia. 
Ashes series are traditionally of five 
tests played every two years.   
The Olympics - The Olympic Games are 
held every four years and are the 
leading international sporting event. 
Summer and Winter Olympic Games 
alternate every two years.    
The Common Wealth Games - An 
international multisport event 
involving athletes form the 
Commonwealth of Nations. These 
Games are described as the second 
largest multi-sport event in the world 
after the Olympic Games and will be 
held in Birmingham 2022.    
  

 

• The Psychology of a Winner (2018)   

 

The following critically acclaimed documentary series 
may be of interest for further insight into several aspects 
of sport and Sports Science.   
  

Touching the Void (2003)   

Salute (2008)  

Bradley Wiggins A Very British Champion (2013)  

The Class of ’92 (2013)  

Stop at Nothing: The Lance Armstrong Story (2014)   

Last Chance U (2016)  

All or Nothing: A Season With (2016)  

NFL Hard Knocks   

The Game Changers 

 

Doing:  Join Extra-Curricular Clubs within 

schools.   

  

  



Joining local Sports Clubs;   

• Sutton Hockey Club  

• Walmley / Lichfield / Streetly 

Cricket Club   

• Sutton Coldfield / Veseyans / 

Spartans Rugby   

• Birchfield Harriers / Sutton 

Athletics   

• Streetly Table Tennis   

• Walmley Golf Club   

  

Work Experience in numerous roles 

within the Sports and Fitness Industry.   

Birmingham University Sports 

Laboratories – 3rd best University for 

Sport Science 2018   

 

Careers in Sports Science: 
 

Chiropractor   Fitness Centre Manager    Professional Sportsman   Sports Lecturer  Psychologist  Sports    Rehabilitator 

Data analyst  Motion Analyst   Research Scientist  Sports Marketing   Sports Therapist     Exercise Physiology       PE Teacher      Sports Coach   Sports Nutritionist   

Strength and Conditioning Coach      Fitness Instructor    Physiotherapy     Sports Journalist  Podiatry  Product Design 

 
 

 

 

 

 



                                                               Physics                                                           Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 
Reading • IOP Practical Physics  

• BBC Bitesize  

• Physics Essentials for Dummies: 

Steven Holzner  

• AQA GCSE Physics Textbook 

OUP: Jim Breithaupt  

• Astrophysics for Young People 

in a Hurry: Neil deGrasse Tyson 

  

  

  

  

  

• Six Easy Pieces: Richard P Feynman  

• Six Not So Easy Pieces: Richard P Feynman  

• AQA GCSE Physics Textbook OUP: Jim 

Breithaupt  

• AQA A-Level Textbook OUP: Jim Breithaupt  

• Cosmos: Carl Sagan  

• Galaxy Zoo   

• Physics Essentials for Dummies: Steven 

Holzner  

• What If? – Randall Munroe 

• The World According to Physics – Jim Al-

Khalili 

• Hello World – Hannah Fry 

• Humble Pi – Matt Parker 

• Schrödinger’s Cat – Adam Hart-Davis 

  
 
 
 

• Bad Science: Ben Goldacre  

• Black Holes and Uncle Albert: Russell Stannard  

• A Brief History of Time: Stephen Hawking  

• Hawking and Black Holes: Paul Strathern  

• Mr Tompkins: George Gamow  

• Science, money and politics: political triumph and 

ethical erosion: Daniel S Greenberg  

• Short history of nearly everything: Bill Bryson  

• Six Easy Pieces: Richard P Feynman  

• Stephen Hawking A Life in Science: Michael 

White and John Gribbin  

• Stephen Hawking for Beginners: JP McEvoy and 

Oscar Zarate  

• Surely You’re Joking Mr Feynman: Richard P  

• Feynman  

• Why Does E=mc2: Brian Cox and Jeff Forshaw  

• World of 10001 Mysteries:  Russell Stannard  

• The Matter of Everything: Experiments that 

Changed Our World – Suzie Sheehy 

• Quantum: A Guide for the Perplexed – Jim Al-

Khalili 

• Life on The Edge: The Coming of Age of Quantum 

Biology – Jim Al-Khalili 

• Infinite Powers – Steven Strogatz 

 

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/zookeeper/galaxy-zoo/


Listening  • BBC Inside Science Podcast/Radio 
• Curious Cases of Rutherford and Fry 
• The Life Scientific BBC Radio 4 (Jim Al-
Khalili) 
• The Infinite Monkey Cage Podcast (Brian 
Cox and Robin Ince) 

• The Naked Scientists Physics Podcasts 

• Oxford University Physics Department Podcasts  

• BBC Inside Science Podcast/Radio 
• Curious Cases of Rutherford and Fry 

Watching • Smarter Every Day Videos  

• Alec Steel  

• Colin Furze   

• Bloodhound SSC  

• Mythbusters TV Show 

• Minute Physics - YouTube 

• Kurzgesagt – YouTube 

• VSauce – YouTube 

• Vertiasium - YouTube 

• Smarter Every Day Videos   

• Walter Lewin MIT Physics Lectures  

• Richard Feynman Lectures  

• Free Science Lessons   

• My GCSE Science Videos 

• PBS Spacetime 

• A Boy And His Atom: The World's 

Smallest Movie –YouTube 

• Sixty Symbols - YouTube 

• Dan Cottle AQA Practical Skills Videos Link  

• Smarter Every Day Videos Link  

• Walter Lewin MIT Physics Lectures Link  

• Richard Feynman Lectures   

• 100 Amazing Videos Link  

• 3Blue1Brown – YouTube 

• Sixty Symbols - YouTube 

Following • @donttrythis – Adam Savage 

Twitter 

• @astro_timpeake 

• @NASA 

• @SpaceX 

• @ProfBrianCox 

• @PhysicsNews – Institute of Physics 

• @PhysicsToday 

• @MIT_Physics 

• @OxfordPhysics 

• @CambUP_Physics 

• @jimalkhalili 

• @ProfBrianCox 
• @PhysicsNews – Institute of Physics 
• @PhysicsToday 
• @MIT_Physics 
• @OxfordPhysics 
• @CambUP_Physics 

Doing: • The Big Bang Fair  

• Young Investigators Co-Curricular 

• National Space Center 

• Physics Big Quiz – University of 

Birmingham  

• If the Moon Were Only 1 Pixel - 

https://joshworth.com/dev/pixelsp

ace/pixelspace_solarsystem.html 

 

 

• University of Birmingham Masterclasses  

• University of Birmingham IOP Lectures  

• Year 10 Physics Challenge  

• Smallpiece trust Momentum courses  

• Physics and Maths Tutor 

• University of Birmingham Masterclasses  

• University of Birmingham IOP Lectures  

• Isaac Physics Resources  

• British Physics Olympiad  

• Cambridge Physics Summer School  
• Particle Physics Masterclass 
• Oxbridge Summer School 

https://www.youtube.com/user/colinfurze/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/user/destinws2/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/user/blendedlearner/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/blendedlearner/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/destinws2/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/destinws2/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiEHVhv0SBMpP75JbzJShqw/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiEHVhv0SBMpP75JbzJShqw/playlists
https://www.onlinecolleges.net/100-amazing-videos-for-teaching-and-studying-physics/
https://www.onlinecolleges.net/100-amazing-videos-for-teaching-and-studying-physics/
https://joshworth.com/dev/pixelspace/pixelspace_solarsystem.html
https://joshworth.com/dev/pixelspace/pixelspace_solarsystem.html
https://joshworth.com/dev/pixelspace/pixelspace_solarsystem.html
https://joshworth.com/dev/pixelspace/pixelspace_solarsystem.html


                                                               RE                                                           Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 
Reading Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder  

  

There are lots of useful books in the 
school library.  
  

You might try some of the general 
books on each of the world 
religions published by Penguin.  
  

You could also try books from the 
Dummies & Teach Yourself series 
for example:  
“Islam for dummies”  

“Teach Yourself Islam”  

“Teach Yourself Hinduism”  

  

The series “Introducing a graphic guide” are an 
excellent series of books that will help you to get a 
good grounding in topics covered in RE. Examples 
are:  

• Introducing Philosophy  

• Introducing Ethics  

• Introducing Islam  

• Introducing Buddha  

• Introducing Hinduism  

  

101 Philosophical Problems & 101 Ethical  

Dilemmas by Cohen  

  

A to Z of Thinking by Warbourton   

  

Sage Train by Hansell  

There is no specific reading list for RE, as we 
encourage students to read whatever they find 
interesting, on any aspect of RE. Your RE teacher may 
also be able to recommend particular works for you 
to read on topics that you find most interesting.   
  

• “Philosophy of Religion” Mitchell  

• “Philosophy of Religion” Hick  

• A Textbook of Christian Ethics by Gill  

• “Philosophical Writings” Descartes   

• “The Communist Manifesto” by Marx  

• “The Name of the Rose” Umberto Echo  

• “The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists” 

Robert Tressell   

  

There are additional reading lists available on the 
Student Drive of the computer system.  

Watching / 
Listening 

The BBC Radio series A history of 

ideas  

  

Try the following podcasts:  

• BBC Living with the gods  

• BBC History of the world in 

100 objects  

 

 

 

The BBC Radio series In Our Time has an excellent 
website with a complete archive of about 20 years’ 
worth of programmes on a wide variety of subjects. 
The archive can be searched according to religion 
and philosophy amongst other subjects.  
  

The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy explores lots 
of philosophical issues and is also very funny.  

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/categories/religionandet

hics   

  

You might try listening to the series: Moral Maze  
 

The following documentary series may be of interest:  

Louix Theroux has produced some excellent 
documentaries that may be of interest.  
  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/categories/religionandethics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/categories/religionandethics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/categories/religionandethics


Films:   

• Licence to Wed  

• Pay it Forward  

• Source Code  

• Malcolm X  

• Gandhi  

• Selma  

• Schindler’s List  

• Keeping the faith 

Films:  

• Million Dollar Baby  

• Knocked Up  

• Vera Drake  

• Juno  

• The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  

• Hotel Rwanda  

• Dead Man Walking  

• Salvador  

• The Green Mile  

• We Were Soldiers  

 
TV Series:  

• Rev  

• House  

• Man like Mobeen  

• BBC Civilizations   

Films:  

• Dogma  

• The Life of Brian  

• Monty Python’s Holy Grail  

• The Meaning of Life  

• Waking Life  

• Syriana  

• Dirty Pretty Things  

• Boyz n the Hood 

• Trading Places Duck Soup 

Following @cofebirmingham  

@churchofengland  

  
  

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religi ous-
studies/gcse/  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religiousstudies/as-
and-a-level/religious-studies-7062   

@PTRBirmingham   

Doing: Visit:  

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery  

Lichfield Cathedral  

Worcester Cathedral  

Birmingham’s St Chads Cathedral  

Birmingham’s St Phillips Cathedral  

The Oratory Birmingham  

Places to visit for GCSE:  

Woodbrooke Quaker Centre in Selly Oak  

Church of the Holy Prince Lazar, Birmingham  

IPCI Islamic Exhibition  

  

Take part in debating groups and public speaking.  

  

Carry out an EPQ on a 
religious/theological/philosophical area of interest, 
which was not included on your GCSE or A-Level 
courses.   
  

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062


Coventry Cathedral  

Singer’s Hill Synagogue  

Nishkam Gurdwara Soho Road  

Shri Venkateswara Mandir near 

Dudley  

Birmingham Central Mosque  

Ghamkol Shariff Masjid, Small 

Heath  

Birmingham Buddhist Centre  

Birmingham Buddhist Vihara  

Try to visit the many great cathedrals around the 

country, e.g.  

Canterbury, Durham, Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lincoln, 
Westminster Abbey, Winchester, Worcester, York 
Minster  
  

Visit the British Museum and V&A in London  

  

Arrange to visit a Christian or Buddhist monastery to 
experience a religious retreat. Some places offer 
retreats that are not overtly religious.    
  

Try to visit other significant places of worship like:  

Shri Swaminarayan Mandir London  

  

Cathedral Camps: www.csv.org.uk; spend your holiday 
working on conservation projects at a historical 
cathedral.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        Spanish                                                     Subjects 

 Getting started Going further Open your mind 

Reading  • 50 ways to improve in Spanish 
document  

• Spanish for Dummies 

• KS3 CGP study guides 

• Penguin parallel texts 

• Get a subscription to one of the 
magazines from The Spanish 
Bookshop.  

• Speak to Mrs Davison 
 

• 1001 Pitfalls in Spanish 

• Spanish/English bi-lingual visual 
dictionary (Dorling Kindersley) 

• Edexcel/AQA GCSE Core 
vocabulary 

• 501 Spanish verbs 
 
 

• Edexcel GCSE study guides  

• Spanish for Dummies 

• Penguin parallel texts 

• Get a subscription to one of the magazines 
from The Spanish Bookshop. Speak to Mrs 
Davison 

• Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Spanish 

• 1001 Pitfalls in Spanish 

• Spanish/English bi-lingual visual dictionary 
(Dorling Kindersley) 

• Edexcel/AQA GCSE Core vocabulary 

• 501 Spanish verbs 

• AQA A-Level Spanish 

• Practice makes perfect: Complete Spanish 
Grammar Premium Third Edition  

• Kerboodle (reading) 

• https://www.thoughtco.com/languages-
4133094 

 

Non-fiction: 

• The new Spaniards, John Hooper 

• Viva South America, Oliver Balch 

• Bad times in Buenos Aires, Miranda France 

• Franco, Paul Preston 

• The Spanish Holocaust, Paul Preston 

• Spain: The centre of the World,  Robert 
Goodwin 

• The Basque history of the World, Mark 
Kurlansky 

• ¡Guerra!, Jason Webster 

• A new reference Grammar of modern 

• Spanish, Benjamin and Butt 
 
Fiction books (by Spanish speaking authors) 

• The Shadow of the Wind, Carlos Ruiz Zafón 

• Nada, Carmen Laforet 

• One hundred years of solitude, Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 

• Love in the time of cholera, Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 

• La casa de Bernarda Alba, Federico Garcia Lorca 

• Bodas de Sangre, Federico Garcia Lorca 

• La casa de los espiritus, Isabelle Allende 

• Eva Luna , Isabelle Allende 

• Don Quijote, Miguel de Cervantes 

• Like water for chocolate, Laura Esquivel 
 



Fiction books (by non-Spanish speaking authors) 

• Homage to Catalonia, George Orwell 

• For whom the bell tolls, Ernest Hemmingway 

• Winter in Madrid, C J Sansom 

• The return, Victoria Hislop 

• The muse, Jessie Burton 
 

Watching/ 
Listening 

Websites/apps: 

• Quizlet 
- https://quizlet.com/BVGSpanol/f
olders (any level - all pruebas 
already on there but students can 
make their own or search a key 
term for those created by others) 

• Memrise- https://www.memrise.c
om/ (from beginners level – app & 
website) 

• Anki (app) 

• Rosetta Stone 

• Mondly 

• Fluyo – coming soon. 

• LingQ 

• Spanish Dict 

• Lightbulb languages 

• Conjuguemos 

• Duolingo. App for beginners but 
you can skip ahead. (more South  
American Spanish and not a  
replacement for school work but a 
good supplement) 
 

www.youtube.com (Spanish Grammar) 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onbbc.
shtml 
 
YOUTUBE 
Aprende con Alex – advanced (A Level) 
Spanish no panic (A Level specific) 

See left hand column 

Films (most are suitable for 15 years old and over) 

• Volver 

• Todo sobre mi madre 

• Machuca 

• Ocho apellidos vascos 

• Talk to her 

• Biutiful 

• The Orphanage 

• The Devils backbone 

• Y tu mama también (18) 

• Maria llena eres de gracia 

• La lengua de las mariposas 

• The motorcycle diaries 

• No 

• Como agua para chocolate 

• Cronos 

• Che 

• Julieta 

• Sin nombre 

• El Laberinto del Fauno 

• Argentina 85 
 

 

https://quizlet.com/BVGSpanol/folders
https://quizlet.com/BVGSpanol/folders
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onbbc.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onbbc.shtml


• https://www.notesinspanish.com/
category/beginners-podcast/ 

• www.youtube.com (Spanish 
Grammar) 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/
spanish/tv/onbbc.shtml 
 
YouTube: 

• Easy Spanish – inter/advanced 

• Coffee break 

• Tio Spanish 

• Espanolistos / Spanish Land School 

• MFL Teacher Kerry A Francis 

• Eve Bennett (Spanish videos) 

• Spanish with Vicente 

• Use your Spanish 

• Espanol con Maria 

• Siempre Spanish (more easy/songs  

• etc) 
 

       TV 

• Casa de Papel (Netflix) 

• Chicas de Cable (Netflix) 

• Elite (Netflix) 

• Cuentame como pasó (iconic series about Spain 
from 1968 onwards) 

• Blood and Gold: The Making of Spain (BBC 4) 

• Art of Spain (BBC 4) 

• Fire in the Blood (Ian Gibson BBC) 

• Secret Spain (Channel 5) 

Following • @bvgspanol 
Podcasts: 

• Coffeebreak Spanish 

• Easy Spanish 

• Duolingo Podcast 

• Espanolistos 

• Cesar – Intermediate Spanish  

• Podcast 

• Learn Spanish and go 

• Notes in Spanish 
 

• @bvgspanol 
Podcasts: 

• Coffeebreak Spanish 

• Easy Spanish 

• Duolingo Podcast 

• Espanolistos 

• Cesar – Intermediate Spanish  

• Podcast 

• Learn Spanish and go 

• Notes in Spanish 
 

• @bvgspanol 
Podcasts: 

• Coffeebreak Spanish 

• Easy Spanish 

• Duolingo Podcast 

• Espanolistos 

• Cesar – Intermediate Spanish  

• Podcast 

• Learn Spanish and go 

• Notes in Spanish 
 

https://www.notesinspanish.com/category/beginners-podcast/
https://www.notesinspanish.com/category/beginners-podcast/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onbbc.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onbbc.shtml


Instagram/tik tokers: 

• Loic Suberville 

• hola.spanish 

• espanol_con_guada 

• _thespanishteacher_ 

• Andyygms 

• @72kilos 

• There are lots of webcomic artists 
on Instagram, and they work in 
any number of languages. The 
account @72kilos is especially 
good because each comic usually 
only has one or two short phrases, 
and the comics themselves are 
very cute. 

• @spanish_english_rosie 

• If you’re a beginner and just want 
to start building your vocabulary, 
we recommend  
@spanish_english_rosie. Each 
week, she chooses a different 
term or theme to focus on. Then, 
each day of the week, she has a 
related post. It’s a convenient 
account to follow to give yourself 
a little dose of Spanish every day. 

 

• @howtospanish 

• This page is run by Erika, a native 
Spanish speaker from Mexico, who 

Instagram/tik tokers: 

• Loic Suberville 

• hola.spanish 

• espanol_con_guada 

• _thespanishteacher_ 

• Andyygms 
 

• @72kilos 

• There are lots of webcomic artists on 
Instagram, and they work in any number of 
languages. The account @72kilos is 
especially good because each comic usually 
only has one or two short phrases, and the 
comics themselves are very cute. 

 

Instagram/tik tokers: 

• Loic Suberville 

• hola.spanish 

• espanol_con_guada 

• _thespanishteacher_ 

• Andyygms 
 

• @Freed_es   (A-level only) 

• There’s a mixture of generally self-empowering 
or funny memes, along with more serious work 
(this past year they created a half-hour 
documentary about being a woman in Kabul) 

 
 



makes entertaining posts to help 
you learn Spanish. 

• Her content includes funny GIFs or 
short videos to help you visualize 
each new word or phrase. 

• She also offers Instagram live 
sessions where she helps her 
followers learn Spanish 
expressions and conversation 
topics in real-time. 

• Creating content almost daily, she 
focuses on new vocabulary, how 
to speak Spanish with confidence, 
how to word certain phrases, and 
so much more. 

Doing • Attend Intervention sessions 

• Request a Learning Buddy 

• Find a Hispanic friend on-line 
(please be very conscious of 
internet safety and only go on 
things your parents approve of) 

• Look at the 50 ways to improve in  
Spanish to find ways that suit you 
to  
revise/learn 

• https://www.ucas.com/even ts/exploring- 
university/learnabout-uni-taster-course   

• Attend your weekly Y13 Speaking sessions 

• Find a Hispanic friend on-line (please be  
very conscious of internet safety and  
only go on things your parents approve of) 

• Look at the 50 ways to improve in Spanish to 
find ways that suit you revise/learn 

• Look up local Spanish meet-up nights in the 
area (some are suitable for under 18s) 

• https://www.workexperienceabroad.co

.uk/spain/   

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/even
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.ucas.com/events/exploring-university/learn-about-uni-taster-course
https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/spain/
https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/spain/
https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/spain/

