
 

‘It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines what you will be when you can’t help it’ 

Oscar Wilde 
 
Additional Subject Pages   
 
The aim of the ‘Additional Subject Pages’ is to offer guidance to students who are applying for courses at University that are not offered as individual subjects 
within the context of the School curriculum.  The contents of these pages are based on the most popular course selections made by ‘BVGS Leavers’, who have 
recently applied to University.  The following areas are included:  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Classics and Ancient History                                            Law                                                         Politics                                                 Architecture  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     Engineering                                                       Chemical Engineering                                                 Sociology  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                               Veterinary Science                                                     Medicine/Dentistry   
 
 
 

Classics and Ancient History                                                                                                                            Additional Subject Pages   

 
 
Classics is the study of Ancient Greece and Rome, their histories, languages and cultures.  Students with an interest in history and wishing to study something not 
commonly taught at A Level should consider this course.  As well as the activities in the History section of the booklet, students can enrich their understanding of 
the subject in the following ways:  
 

Reading  A Very Short Introduction to Classics, Mary Beard & John Henderson  
The Classical World, an Epic History of Greece and Rome, Robin Lane-Fox  
A Very Short Introduction to Classical Mythology, Helen Morales  
Classical Literature, Richard Jenkyns    
The Aeneid, Virgil  
The Iliad, The Odyssey, Homer  
Histories, Herodotus  
The History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides  
A History of Rome, Livy  
The plays of Euripides, Sophocles and Aeschylus  

Watching/Listening  The Ancient World with Bettany Hughes - on All4  
Mary Beard has lots of documentary series on Ancient Rome  
Michael Scott’s “In the footsteps of Alexander”  
Lectures and podcasts from the Historical Association: https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/567/info/2800/ancient-history  

https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/567/info/2800/ancient-history
https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/567/info/2800/ancient-history
https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/567/info/2800/ancient-history
https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/567/info/2800/ancient-history


Following  @Classical_Assoc  - The Classical Association  
@scsclassics  - The Society for Classical Studies  
@BSAthens  - The British School at Athens  
@the_bsr  - The British School at Rome  

Doing  JACT Summer Course in Latin or Ancient Greek -  www.greeksummerschool.co.uk / www.latincamp.co.uk  British Museum in London  
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford  
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery  
Hadrian’s Wall, Housesteads and Vindolanda in Northumberland Roman ruins at Wall, Wroxeter, Bath  

  
 
 
 

Law                                                                                                                                                                Additional Subject Pages  
 
Studying law is about more than just learning rules and regulations. Law degrees teach students about the theory of law, about why it exists and what it is trying 
to do. The subject combines elements of ethical and political philosophy with modules covering all the areas of law needed to become a practicing lawyer. 
Students with an interest in the foundations of society or those wishing to become lawyers should consider expanding their interest in the following ways:  
  

Reading  All major law firms and barristers sets have news, blogs and recruitment advice on their website, this often gives you an insight into 
life as a solicitor  
The Lawyer  

Law Society Gazette  

Legal Cheek blog  

Counsel magazine – www.counselmagazine.co.uk  

The Principle magazine – available at www.allaboutlaw.co.uk   

Out-Law – legal updates for non-specialists produced by Pinsent Masons LLP  

  

Eve Was Framed: Women and British Justice – Baroness Kennedy  

• The Secret Barrister: Stories of the Law and How It's Broken  

• The Secret Barrister: Fake Law: The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies  

• A Bit of a Stretch: The Diaries of a Prisoner – Chris Atkins  

• In Your Defence: True Stories of Life and Law - Sarah Langford 

• Learning Legal Rules (7th Edition, 2010)  - James A. Holland and Julian S. Webb 

http://www.greeksummerschool.co.uk/
http://www.greeksummerschool.co.uk/
http://www.latincamp.co.uk/
http://www.latincamp.co.uk/
http://www.latincamp.co.uk/
http://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.allaboutlaw.co.uk/
http://www.allaboutlaw.co.uk/


• Letters to a Law Student (2nd Edition, 2010).- Nick McBride 

• For a short introduction to the substantive topics and themes that arise in the study of Law, see Jeremy Waldron, The Law (1990).  

• Some leading cases are discussed in a highly accessible manner in Catherine Barnard, Janet O'Sullivan and Graham Virgo (eds.),    

What about Law? (2nd Revised Edition, 2011).  

 

 Many newspapers have specific sections for legal news:  

• The Independent  

• Daily Telegraph (online services require a subscription)  

• The Guardian (You can also follow them on Twitter @GdnLaw) 

Watching/Listening  BBC Law In Action – Joshua Rozenburg  

Every case tells a story – Clive Anderson 

I Am The Law, produced by Law School Transparency, profiles both recent and seasoned law graduates to provide insight. 

Sword and Scale is a polished production that covers the “dark underworld of crime” and the criminal justice system. 

Up and Vanished his series focuses on one case throughout the whole season – that of Tara Grinstead, a high-school teacher and 

former beauty queen who disappeared from her hometown in Georgia in 2005.  

Resilient Lawyer - this podcast deals specifically with the personal challenges faced by lawyers, presented by lawyer and mindfulness 

consultant Jeena Cho. 

UK Law Weekly - former university law lecturer Marcus Cleaver reports on a variety of UK court judgments and legal developments 

Yale Online Lectures   

YouTube edu channel – Law and Social Sciences playlists  

Serial (US) –Serial is the most downloaded podcast of all time, investigating the murder of 18-year-old Hae Min Lee in 1999.  

The Hearing – podcast discussing contemporary legal issue featuring top professionals  

Law Pod UK and RightsUp – Human Rights related podcasts  

Lawyer 2 Lawyer (US) – podcast discussing high profile cases with an eye on changes to the qualification routes in the UK 

Following  @camtweetlaw  - University of Cambridge’s Faculty of Law  

@thebarcouncil – The Bar Council, who oversee Barristers in England and Wales  

@secretbarrister – An anonymous but informative look at recent cases  

@TheLawyermag – Twitter account for The Lawyer, a legal publication  

@TheLawSociety and @lawsocgazette – Twitter accounts of The Law Society  

 

The Guardian website have published "Law: a student guide" with interesting articles about what to expect whilst studying law at 

university: http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/series/student-guide  

https://www.lstradio.com/iatl/
http://swordandscale.com/
http://www.upandvanished.com/
https://resilientlawyer.libsyn.com/
https://jeenacho.com/speaking-consulting/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/uk-law-weekly/id1137316725


• The Student Lawyer is a free online resource that brings together legal news and articles in an accessible format for future lawyers. 

The site is written by law students or practising professionals and is intended for law students of all levels: 

http://thestudentlawyer.com/  

• The Twitter feed of the New Weekly Law Journal: @newlawjournal  

 

All law firms have their own twitter accounts, look for firms in the Magic Circle and Silver Circle  

Doing  Model UN Society 

Debating – through Co-curricular in School 

Visiting the public gallery at court – we have Crown, Magistrate and County Courts in Birmingham  

Volunteer at the Citizens Advice Bureau 

Work experience at Chambers/Solicitors 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Politics                                                                                                                                                                 Additional Subject Pages  

 
Politics degree courses cover the theory and practice of different political systems, as well as the philosophy underpinning them. Increasingly, courses also provide 
training in statistical and data analysis, as befitting a social science. Students with an interest in civic society, or in politics as an academic pursuit or career, would 
benefit from considering this course. To improve their subject knowledge, students should engage in the activities below:  
 

Reading  National Broadsheet newspapers are the best pace to get up to date information on politics and current affairs:  

• The Guardian (left-leaning)  

• The Independent (centre-left)  

• The Financial Times  

• The Times (centre)  

• The Telegraph (centre-right)  
Online new platforms, particularly for international news:  

• BBC news online  

• CNN  

• The New York Times  

• The Washington Post  
Political magazines and journals:  

• The Week  

• The Spectator  

• The New Statesman  

• Private Eye (satirical)  
On political ideology and comparative politics:  
- Foundations of Comparative Politics – Kenneth Newton -  Ideologies: An introduction – Andrew Heywood   

Watching/Listening  Question Time, The Sunday Politics Show, The Andrew Marr Show, Peston on Sunday, Channel 4 News, Have I Got News For You  



Following  @Spectator – The Spectator magazine  
@bbcthisweek and @BBCPolitics – Updates from the BBC politics team  
@afneil  - Andrew Neil, Presenter of The Politics Show  
@bbclaurak – Laura Kuenssberg, BBC Political Editor  
@Peston – Robert Peston, Economist and ITV political journalist  
@PrivateEyeNews  - Private Eye, satirical magazine  
@HouseofCommons  - Twitter account of the House of Commons  
  

Doing  Model UN society  
Debating – we have a club in school  
Visiting Parliament – www.parliament.uk/visiting   
Visiting the supreme court - www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/index.html   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/visiting
http://www.parliament.uk/visiting
http://www.parliament.uk/visiting
http://www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/index.html
http://www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/index.html
http://www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/index.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Architecture                                                                                                                                                          Additional Subject Pages  
  
Architecture as a degree is more than drawing. Students interested in this subject seek a technical experience of buildings and infrastructure and enjoy tackling 
new challenges. Students should pay particular attention to the Art pages in this booklet, as well as considering the resources below:  
  

Reading  Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Journal  
Capability Brown and his landscape gardens, Sarah Rutherford (for landscape architecture) Anything by Norman Foster – renowned 
British Architect  
  

Watching/Listening  Grand Designs on All4  
RICS on YouTube – lots of great videos about different aspects of architecture  

Following  @ArchDaily – Architecture Daily, magazine  
@architectmag – The Architect magazine  
@RIBA and @RIBAJ – Twitter accounts for the Royal Institute of British Architects  
@ArchitectsJrnal – The Architect’s Journal  

Doing  Search www.goconstruct.org for experience in the local area  
Grand Designs Live  
MADE: design Birmingham – have lots of projects running throughout the year - http://made.org.uk/   
Drawing and designing buildings – many architecture applicants are rejected because of a lack of evidence of creative skills!  
Get a sketchpad and create your own portfolio of drawings and designs  

  
 
 
 
 

http://www.goconstruct.org/
http://www.goconstruct.org/
http://made.org.uk/
http://made.org.uk/
http://made.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engineering                                                                                                                                                        Additional Subject Pages   
 
Engineering as a discipline is one of the biggest in the UK higher education sector. Split into various streams, all degree courses teach students the theory of how 
things work, as well as the practical skills to enable them to be at the forefront of the latest technological and structural advances.  Highly skilled in maths and 
physics, students wishing to demonstrate an interest in one of the engineering streams should start with the resources below:  
 

Reading  Royal Academy of Engineering website – www.raeng.org.uk   

Institution of Civil Engineers – www.ice.org.uk   

University of Cambridge - https://www.admissions.eng.cam.ac.uk/information/reading 

Sustainable Energy – Without the Hot Air (MacKay) – available: http://www.inference.org.uk/sustainable/book/tex/sewtha.pdf 
Engineering in Society – (ed. Rob Lawlor) – available: https://www.raeng.org.uk/publications/reports/engineering-in-society 
Engineering: A Beginner’s Guide (McCarthy)  

• The New Science of Strong Materials – or Why You Don’t Fall Through the Floor (Gordon)  

• The Gecko’s Foot: How Scientists are Taking a Leaf from Nature’s Book (Forbes)  

• Bebop to the Boolean Boogie: An Unconventional Guide to Electronics (Maxfield)  

• Invention by Design – How Engineers get from Thought to Thinking (Petroski)  

• To Engineer is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design (Petroski)  

• Pushing the Limits: New Adventures in Engineering (Petroski)  

• Why Buildings Fall Down (Levy and Salvadori)  

• The Science of Formula 1 Design (Tremayne)  

• The Simple Science of Flight (Tennekes)  

• Seven Wonders of the Industrial World (Cadbury)  

• The Existential Pleasures of Engineering (Florman)  

• How Things Work – The Physics of Everyday Life (Bloomfield)  

•  Advanced Design and Technology (Norman, et al.)  

http://www.raeng.org.uk/
http://www.raeng.org.uk/
http://www.raeng.org.uk/
http://www.ice.org.uk/
http://www.ice.org.uk/
http://www.ice.org.uk/
https://www.admissions.eng.cam.ac.uk/information/reading
http://www.inference.org.uk/sustainable/book/tex/sewtha.pdf
https://www.raeng.org.uk/publications/reports/engineering-in-society


Watching/Listening  BAE Systems/Lockheed Martin YouTube channels – for Aerospace  

Bloodhound SSC YouTube – Automotive/Mechanical  

ABB YouTube Channel – Electrical  

Explore Engineering YouTube channel – general information  

 Here are 10 podcasts that should be on every engineer’s playlist. 

1. Engineering Heroes 

2. Engineering leaders podcasts 

3. 99% Invisible 

4. Houston We Have a Podcast 

5. Board Level 

6. Cautionary Tales  

7. Engineering Reimagined 

8. Radiolab 

9. Stuff You Should Know 

10. Unprofessional Engineering 

Following  @ewbuk - Engineers Without Borders UK  

@SmartCitiesW  - Smart Cities World  

@BAESystemsplc  - BAE Systems    

@LockheedMartin – Lockheed Martin  

@_EngineeringUK – Engineering UK   

 For further research, you could explore the following websites:  

• www.ted.com  

• www.discoverengineering.org  

• www.raeng.org.uk (the Royal Academy of Engineering site)  

Doing  Take part in National Science and Engineering Week – www.britishscienceweek.org  

For Year 12 students, it is a good idea to sign up to a Year 12 Summer School which are hosted at many leading institutions for 

Engineering: 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/summer-schools  

 summerschools.suttontrust.com 

http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/ 

Work Experience is important when applying to study Engineering    

  

https://engineeringheroes.com.au/all-episodes/
https://www.wfeo.org/podcasts/
https://99percentinvisible.org/
https://www.nasa.gov/johnson/HWHAP
https://plinkhq.com/i/1486251956/e/1000498878298
https://timharford.com/articles/cautionarytales/
https://www.aurecongroup.com/podcast
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/podcasts
https://www.iheartpodcastnetwork.com/podcast/105-Stuff-You-Should-Know-26940277
https://www.unprofessionalengineering.com/
http://www.britishscienceweek.org/
http://www.britishscienceweek.org/
http://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/summer-schools
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/
http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.britishscienceweek.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemical Engineering                                                                                                                                          Additional Subject Pages  
 
Chemical engineering is primarily concerned with processes – how can things be done more safely or more efficiently? Students with an interest in chemistry but 
wanting to do something practical should consider this course. As well as the resources in the table below, students should look at the Chemistry pages in this 
booklet.  
 

Reading  www.ichemeblog.org  www.whynotchemeng.com   
www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19   
www.cheresources.com/content/articles/   
http://home.nas.net/~dbc/cic_hamilton/eng.html   
Chemical Engineering for Non-Chemical Engineers, Jack Hipple – provides a basic introduction to the subject  

Watching/Listening  https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers - AIChE podcasts series on the value 
of chemical engineering  
IChemE podcasts, available at https://ichemeblog.org/tag/podcasts/   

Following  @ChEnected – AIChE – global Chemical Engineers organisation  
@ChemEngMag - Chemical Engineering Magazine  
@EngChemi - Chemical Engineering Twitter account  

  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ichemeblog.org/
http://www.ichemeblog.org/
http://www.whynotchemeng.com/
http://www.whynotchemeng.com/
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.ceb.cam.ac.uk/pages/frequently-asked-questions.html#qn19
http://www.cheresources.com/content/articles/
http://www.cheresources.com/content/articles/
http://home.nas.net/~dbc/cic_hamilton/eng.html
http://home.nas.net/~dbc/cic_hamilton/eng.html
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://www.aiche.org/chenected/2016/12/podcast-series-speaks-top-chemical-engineers
https://ichemeblog.org/tag/podcasts/
https://ichemeblog.org/tag/podcasts/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sociology                                                                                                                                                               Additional Subject Pages  
 
The study of society, sociology at degree level explores our ideas about many different aspects of how we live our lives. Students with an interest in the academic 
exploration of societal factors like crime, education and ethnicity, or in the theory of how society should look, would enjoy this course. Students should expand 
their interest by examining the resources below:  
  

Reading  Sociology Review – Phillip Allan Magazines  
British Journal of Sociology: http://www2.lse.ac.uk/BJS/home.aspx   
British Sociological Association: www.britsoc.co.uk/   
The new culture of capitalism – Richard Sennett  
The Economist  
The New Internationalist  
The New Statesman  
The Guardian – has an “Education” supplement on a Tuesday and a “Society” supplement on a Wednesday  
  

Watching/Listening  University of Oxford: Department of Sociology Podcasts - https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts  Radio 
4’s Today Programme  
Louis Theroux documentaries  
BBC Thinking Allowed on iplayer  
Panorama  
  

Following  @britsoci - The British Sociological Association  
@isa_sociology – International Sociological Association  
@sociologyjnl – Sociology Journal  

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/BJS/home.aspx
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/BJS/home.aspx
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts


@DiscoverSoc – Discover Sociology  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterinary Science                                                                                                                                              Additional Subject Pages  
 
Work experience and super-curricular activities are key when applying to Veterinary Science or Veterinary Medicine. The best candidates have extensive work 
experience but also can evidence an academic interest in the profession and the field. The resources below will provide support to an application for this subject:  
  

Reading  Read research articles on university websites, e.g. Cambridge veterinary science web pages have articles detailing their recent 
research  
Institute of Zoology – www.zsl.org/science   
British Veterinary Association – www.bva.co.uk   

Training to be a Veterinary Surgeon published by RCVS www.rcvs.org.uk 

1. Veterinary Medicine guide 

2. Veterinary Medicine subject table 

3. Veterinary Medicine courses 

4. Applying for Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Dentistry courses 

 

• Hippo with Toothache: Heart-warming stories of zoo and wild animals and the vets who care for them by Lucy Spelman 

& Ted Mashima 

• The Secret Life of a Vet by Rory Cowlam 

• All My Patients Have Tales: Favourite Stories from a Vet’s Practice by Jeff Wells 

• Gillian Hick Vet Series 3 Books Collection Set – Vet on the Loose, Vet on a mission, Vet among the pigeons 

• Vet on Call: My First Year as an Out-of-Hours Vet 

http://www.zsl.org/science
http://www.zsl.org/science
http://www.zsl.org/science
http://www.bva.co.uk/
http://www.bva.co.uk/
http://www.bva.co.uk/
http://www.rcvs.org.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/subject-guide/veterinary-medicine
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings/veterinary-medicine
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/courses/search/undergraduate/veterinary-medicine
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/applying-to-uni/applying-for-medicine-veterinary-medicine-and-dentistry
https://amzn.to/3gIUShR
https://amzn.to/3gIUShR
https://amzn.to/3yqyJeg
https://amzn.to/3DqdqND
https://amzn.to/3ysTSEy
https://amzn.to/3DsROQL


• Horses, Heifers and Hairy Pigs: The Life of a Yorkshire Vet 

• The Vet 2: the big wild world 

• Listening to the Animals: Becoming The Supervet 

• Some We Love, Some We Hate, Some We Eat: Why It’s So Hard to Think Straight About Animals (P.S.) 

• My Family and Other Animals: The Corfu Trilogy 1 

• Animal Ark 10 Books Set Collection By Lucy Daniels Inc Lost Kitten, Lonely Pony 

  

Watching/Listening  Supervet  

Yorkshire Vet 

Countryfile  

British Veterinary Association’s “The Webinar Vet” – www.thewebinarvet.com   

The Life scientific: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0000y8g 

RVC podcast: https://www.rvc.ac.uk/small-animal-referrals/news-events/clinical-podcasts  

VETgirl podcast: https://www.podbean.com/podcast-detail/ny7pu-37a10/VETgirl-Veterinary-Continuing-Education-Podcasts 

Following  @BritishVets – British Veterinary Association  

@theRCVS – Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons  

@RCVSKnowledge – information arm of the RCVS’ twitter account  

  

Doing  Work Experience is essential for all veterinary 
courses it needs to encompass the following:  

- Small animal practice  

- Large animal practice  

- Lambing  

- Dairy farm  

- Equine  

- Dogs and cats 

- Farm animals  

There is no centralised hub of placements available; Google is your best bet here.  Expect for many of your placement 

applications to be unsuccessful but keep trying!  

 

• University of Nottingham - Virtual Work Experience and Exploring the Veterinary Profession 

• University of Surrey - A week in the life of a veterinary student 

https://amzn.to/3DqRKkw
https://amzn.to/38k05YY
https://amzn.to/2UUmskA
https://amzn.to/3Brgvvf
https://amzn.to/3kzqiIL
https://amzn.to/38mmepv
http://www.thewebinarvet.com/
http://www.thewebinarvet.com/
http://www.thewebinarvet.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0000y8g
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/small-animal-referrals/news-events/clinical-podcasts
https://www.podbean.com/podcast-detail/ny7pu-37a10/VETgirl-Veterinary-Continuing-Education-Podcasts
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/features/week-life-vet-student


• University of Edinburgh - Do you have what it takes to be a veterinarian? Introductory course 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medicine/Dentistry                                                                                                                                    Additional Subject Pages  
 
Applying for medicine and dentistry is a supremely competitive process. Applicants who can show off an understanding of the realities of the professions, as well 
as demonstrate competency in working with vulnerable people, will have a considerable advantage over those who cannot.  The resources below provide an 
extensive reading list, as well as other media, for accessing information about the profession:  
 

https://www.classcentral.com/course/edivet-1675


Reading  Being Mortal – Atul Gawande  
When Breath Becomes Air – Paul Kalanithi  
First do no harm – Henry Marsh  
The Citadel – AJ Cronin  
Bad Science, Bad Pharma – Ben Goldacre  
C because Cowards get Cancer too – John Diamond  
Don’t Die Young, The incredible Human journey – Dr. Alice Roberts  
In Stitches: the highs and lows of life as an A&E doctor – Nick Edwards  
Life Ascending: the ten greatest invention of evolution – Nick Lane  
The Man who mistook his wife for a hat – Oliver Sacks  
Hippocratic Oaths: medicine and its discontents – Raymond Tallis  
Medical Ethics and Law – Judith Hendrick & Tony Hope  
The New NHS: a guide – Allyson Pollock & Alison Talbot-Smith  
British Medical Journal (BMJ)  
British Medical Association website – www.bma.org.uk   
GMC – Achieving Good Medical Practice / Outcomes for Graduates – these are the guidelines the General Medical Council outline 
for all joining the profession – available at https://www.gmc-uk.org/education/standards-guidance-and-curricula#guidance   

Watching/Listening  Junior Doctors: Blood, sweat and tears & Junior Doctors: Your life in their hands – BBC Confessions of a Junior Doctor – Channel 4  
Hospital - BBC  
Ambulance – BBC  
The Life Scientific – Radio 4 

Following  @MedicMentor1 – Medic Mentor, support for students applying to Medicine  
@themedicportal – The Medic Portal – online support for medicine    
@NHSEngland  - NHS England  
@gmcuk   - The General Medical Council  
@TheBMA – The British Medical Association  
@CareQualityComm – Care Quality Commission  
@TheLancet   - The Lancet, a medical journal  
@bmj_latest   - The latest articles from the British Medical Journal @bbchealth  - BBC Health news  

Doing  Biology Olympiad and Chemistry Olympiad  
Work Experience – does not have to be in a hospital, but can be in any care-giving setting – students are likely to have a better 
exposure to a  
healthcare environment from working with elderly or disabled people, rather than “shadowing” a doctor around a hospital  
Volunteering in a healthcare setting or working with vulnerable people (children etc)  

http://www.bma.org.uk/
http://www.bma.org.uk/
http://www.bma.org.uk/
https://www.gmc-uk.org/education/standards-guidance-and-curricula#guidance
https://www.gmc-uk.org/education/standards-guidance-and-curricula#guidance
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Talk to medical students/doctors/healthcare professionals about their careers, the NHS  
Keep up to date with NHS news – use the BBC News Health pages  

  
Alternatives to medicine  
There are many courses that offer the opportunity for students to experience the healthcare sector.  The subjects below are some of the most popular courses 
in this category, and completion of an undergraduate degree enables students to apply for a Graduate Entry Medicine (GEM) course.  
  
Biomedical Science  
This focuses on the scientific and research aspects of biology and chemistry and their applications in medicine. Students who are interested in the science behind 
the human body and discovering new treatments and information about how the body works would enjoy this course.  Many graduates go on to work in laboratory 
settings and in research, either in higher education or in industry.  
Biomedical science does not require any specific work experience placements at the point of application, so developing your interest and understanding through 
wider reading is paramount.  
For information on super-curricular activities for this course, see the Biology, Chemistry and Medicine/Dentistry pages in this booklet. Also see the below websites, 
which contain links to articles concerning developments in the field: http://www.imedpub.com/scholarly/biomedical-science-journals-articles-ppts-list.php 
https://www.jbiomedsci.biomedcentral.com/    
  
 
 
 
 
 
Pharmacy  
This subject looks at the practical application of chemistry to the creation of new drugs or medicines. Students with an interest in chemistry and the development 
or research of new medicines, especially those interested in a career in the pharmaceutical industry, would be well placed for this course.    
Most pharmacy courses will require A-Level chemistry, so students interested in this course should pay close attention to the Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 
pages in this booklet. Also see the below websites, which contain links to academic and industry journals:  
https://www.pharmacy.org/journal.html https://www.pharmaceutical-journal.com/  
  
Nursing  
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Nursing is a very practical healthcare course with professional qualification upon completion. It is suited to students who want to work in a caring role in healthcare 
and have an aptitude for practical accuracy and working with vulnerable people.  Nurses often have significantly more patient contact time than doctors and 
often provide initial aspects of care and treatment in hospitals.  
In terms of work experience, it is key when applying for nursing that students have some experience in a care setting or working with vulnerable people.  For 
super-curricular activities, you should refer extensively to the Medicine/Dentistry pages in this booklet.  
  
Optometry  
This course focuses on the diagnosis and treatment of medical conditions affecting the eyes. A vocational course can lead to accreditation as an ophthalmologist 
and an optician, this subject would suit students that wish to enter the medical/healthcare field but have a particular interest in ocular science and healthcare.  
It is desirable for students to have spent some time in an Optician’s, but a requirement would be some experience in a care setting, again due to the need for 
opticians to interact with patients of all ages.  
For super-curricular activities, students should refer to the Biology and Medicine pages in this booklet.  
  
Physiotherapy  
This healthcare course is more specific than medicine and combines elements of sports and exercise science during its teaching. It focuses on the anatomical 
aspects of biology, especially relating to recovery and injury.  Physiotherapists have a wider role than within sports, frequently working with the elderly or post-
surgical patients in hospitals. Students with an interest in the interactive element of healthcare and an interest in anatomy or physical rehabilitation should 
consider this course.  
Owing to working with vulnerable people, work experience specifically within physiotherapy can be hard to access. Students should explore all local hospitals, as 
they would for medicine, as well as considering wider healthcare experience like care homes.  
For super-curricular activities for this course, see the PE, Biology and Medicine pages in this booklet.  
  
  
  



 


