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This policy is written with the United Nations Convention of the Rights of The Child in Mind. All of our
policies bear in mind Articles 3 and 28 - the child’s best interests and the right of the child to an
education.

This policy implements the government guidance given in the 16 to 19 Bursary Fund guide: 2025 to
2026 provided by the Education and Funding Agency. A fund is made available from the government
through its funding body — Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) for 16 - 19 year olds — to
provide assistance to students whose access to, or completion of, education is inhibited by financial
constraints or barriers.

We appreciate that students have differing circumstances, not only regarding their financial position
but also the level of expenditure that is necessary in order to support their learning. For instance,
some A Level subjects require specialised equipment or residential fieldwork trips. We therefore aim
to assist students in an equitable manner, which means that not all eligible applicants will receive the
same funding, either in total or to subsidise any particular expenditure.

Eligibility Criteria

We will consider applications for a bursary from students aged at least 16 and under 19 at the start
of the academic year in which they start their programme of study (1% September 2025), who meet
the residency criteria in the guidance referenced above and are in one of the following eligibility
groups detailed below.

The Government’s guidance indicates that the school must ensure that students who meet the
following criteria are considered for a bursary. However, students who meet the criteria for bursaries
for vulnerable groups are not automatically entitled to a bursary, or to a fixed amount of bursary, if
they do not have financial needs and/or their financial needs are covered from other sources. They
may receive a lower amount of bursary or no bursary, if they do not have any actual participation
costs

Group A

e Incare

e Careleavers

e Receiving Income Support (IS), or Universal Credit (UC) because they are financially supporting
themselves or financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent on them and
living with them, such as a child or partner

e Receiving Disability Living Allowance (DLA) or Personal Independence Payments (PIP) in their own
right as well as Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) or UC in their own right

Alongside this group defined in the guidance, it also stipulates that the school may define its own
discretionary groups to receive bursary funding. To qualify for any of these remaining groups, a
student must be studying at least two A Levels at the school:

Group B
e Eligible for free school meals

e  Family has a gross annual household income of below £17,000
e Key household income provider in receipt of Universal Credit

Group C
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e Students eligible for Pupil Premium funding in Year 11
e Family has a gross annual household income of between £17,001 and £22,000

Group D
e Family has a gross annual household income of between £22,001 and £26,500

Bursary

A bursary will be made available to each student based upon the group for which they are eligible.
This is to subsidise key items such as school uniform and basic classroom equipment but will also
include a contribution towards the student’s travel to school which will be assessed according to their
particular travel arrangements.

Additional Costs

Any student who is eligible for a bursary may apply for help with additional costs that are necessary
to support their studies. The level of support will depend on the level of funding provided by the ESFA,
the number of students in the Sixth Form who are eligible for a bursary during that academic year and
the group for which the student is eligible. Subject to these conditions, the school aims to fulfil the
following:

Full or significant funding for

e Specialised equipment for a particular subject (e.g. art pencils for those studying A Level Art
or an enhanced calculator for those studying A Level Mathematics)

e Trips that are part of the core curriculum, for instance those that every student studying a
subject is expected to attend.

e Revision guides or similar materials

e Re-marks for external examinations subject to the Deputy Head (Curriculum) assessing that
there is a reasonable chance of an increase in grade.

Partial contributions towards
e lLaptop or other equipment necessary for effective home study

Students may also apply for funding towards other costs that are required to support their studies,
and these will be considered on a case-by-case basis. However, the bursary fund is not intended to
support costs not related to education (living costs), extra-curricular or non-compulsory activities. The
school may ask for receipts as proof of purchase before paying additional costs.

Application and Payment Process

Applications for a bursary must be received by 26" September 2025 using a form that will be
communicated to all members of the Sixth Form. Part of the application process will require students
to provide proof of the eligibility criteria defined above. Exact details of the proof required will be
detailed in the communication to all members of the Sixth Form. Students and their families should
be aware that giving false or incomplete information that leads to incorrect/overpayment may result
in future payments being stopped and any incorrectly paid funds being recovered. Students are also
required to sign a hard copy of their application form before they can receive any funds. The guidance
indicates that this might result in a referral to the police with the possibility of the student and/or
their family facing prosecution.
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Following the deadline, the school will use the evidence supplied to decide on the bursary support for
each applicant for that year. Claims will be recommended by the Finance and Operations Director and
authorised by the Head of Sixth Form. An offer letter will be issued to successful applicants and this
will have details of the process for any subsequent applications for support with additional costs.

Students who were eligible for a bursary in Year 12 must reapply if they still qualify in Year 13. In this
case, it is not guaranteed that the level of financial support in Year 13 will match that provided in Year
12.

The bursary will be paid in three tranches in October, January and April. The bursary money can only
be paid by BACS transfer into a student’s own bank account and receipt of the bursary is dependent
on a student opening and providing details of their account. Late applications will be considered, for
instance, where a student’s circumstances have changed, but they will only receive their bursary from
the next payment date and the amount will be pro-rata for the remainder of the year.

Conditions

The receipt of a vulnerable or discretionary bursary is conditional on students’ participation in post
16 education and meeting the required standards for behaviour and attendance at Bishop Vesey’s
Grammar School.

Examples of instances where the bursary may be withheld include:
e Attendance below 90% for a prolonged period of time
e Poor punctuality over a prolonged period of time that fails to improve despite warnings
e Repeated infractions of the school behaviour policy that fails to improve despite warnings
e Serious incidents of misbehaviour



