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21 December 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Christmas Concert 

Wow! What a better way to 
begin this end of term 
newsletter than the 
Christmas concerts.  
Student participation and 
commitment levels were 
absolutely superb.  The 
Head of the Music Service, 
Mr Birnie, put it well, "If 
only every school had a 
Year 7 choir like that".  
Congratulations to all our 
performers - so nice to see 
such progress being made 

and thanks to all our parent supporters and friends.  Of course, a big thank you to Team Buxton 
and all our peripatetic teachers. Above all, well done to all the students involved! 



Valetes 

Helen Perera (nee Pitt), Head of Biology: Helen loves BVGS so much that she chose to come and 
work with us twice! Which means that it must have been a difficult decision indeed to leave us 
again, but the opportunity to take on the leadership of an entire Science Faculty is a well won 
and well deserved promotion.  She will undoubtedly make a huge impression at her new school 
and it will enable her to take on greater levels of responsibility that she is so capable of doing. 

She has served the students at Vesey with dedication and kindness, second to none.  She has 
taught thousands of high quality of Biology lessons, organised Key Stage 3 Science (including the 
inaugural BVGS Science Fair), ran the Charity Team, Headed up Year 9, and led the Biology 
department, all with a perfect balance of humility, humour and professionalism. We will all, 
students and staff alike, miss her dearly. We wish her and her family all the best for the future. 

Julie Evetts: Julie Evetts joined the Sixth Form Team in 2005, when Mr Robson was Head of Sixth 
Form.  Julie has dedicated 14 years of distinguished service to Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School 
Sixth Form.  During her time at BVGS, both the size of the Sixth Form and nature of Sixth Form 
study has dramatically changed.  Julie has been instrumental in enabling the School to adapt to 
the shifting landscape of post-16 study.  Julie is a thoughtful and compassionate lady and has 
helped scores of Sixth Formers during their time at this School.  She deals with every request 
with a quiet efficiency and always finds a solution, even for the most perplexing of tasks. Julie’s 
cheerful demeanour and sense of loyalty will be missed by all of her colleagues. Mr Goodwin 
comments “Mrs Evetts is one of the unsung heroes of this School.  Her countless contributions to 
‘Sixth Form Life’, have supported our Sixth Formers in a wide variety of ways.  She genuinely 
cares about the students and is kind hearted.  I will miss her calming presence, which has been 
so valued, in the often frenetic world of Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School.  On behalf of all of the 
Staff and students, past and present, I would like to wish her every happiness in the future.  

Dean Parsons: Dean joined us from Arthur Terry in 2012 just before BVGS was about to embark 

on its biggest ICT investment in its long standing history. In terms of commitment and dedication 

required, Dean has spent many nights at the school well past 10pm when called on.  Although he 

may have not paid for the 18 touch screen displays in the STEM Dean was instrumental in the 

whole process of identifying the best possible solution and its implementation. We wish him well 

in his new role at Birmingham University. After 8 years of service he will be missed!  

Linda Pryor:  Linda started at the School in July 2004 and has provided valuable support for over 
14 years. The support and diligence that Linda has given the school has been immense. Her 
attention to detail on foreign trips and paperwork associated with Visas is legendary.  Linda’s 
support and advice has been truly appreciated and I know that everyone will miss her. 



 

Loughborough Trip 

GCSE Year 11 PE students had a fantastic 
day that gave a genuine insight into life as a 
student both at Loughborough and 
university in general. The undergraduates 
were brilliant with our Year 11, who are 
exceptionally fortunate to have spent an 
hour in the physiology labs utilised by elite 
athletes and have been able to experiment 
with some of the high spec equipment, not 
to mention the tour of the campus and 
lunch in the student union. We even saw 
Paralympian Jonnie Peacock. The 
experience inspired all. Thank you Mr Davis 
for organising this experience.

 

English Superstars 

Congratulations to our English Superstars 
for this term.  Well done all! 

Zero Behaviour Points 

All students with zero behaviour points will 
be receiving a letter from the Headteacher 
in January.  Well done! 

Languages Christmas Card Competition 

Congratulations to our Year 7 winners: 

 

 

Debating Society 

The BVGS Debating Society has been a continued success this term. We have had an excellent 
range of topics from the nature of objective truth to the finer points of the proposed 'fat tax' for 
budget airlines. Equally eclectic has been the nature of participants -- with eloquent 
contributions from our newly-arrived Y7s and sixth-formers, to seasoned speakers in KS4 & 5. 
Many thanks to Alexander Bailey for providing this term's topics. The society continues to meet 
every Monday at 1.15pm in Room 7. Thank you Mr Byrne.  

Ryan Tanvir Jake Moyles William Todd 



 

Vesey in the Community 

Carol singing in the local care home.  It 
sounded great. 

Trussell Trust 

Thank you 9R and 
Miss Slater for a huge 
collection for Trussell 
Trust.  Well done. 

 

 

 

Christmas Hamper Appeal 

Thank you Miss Field for your inspiring 
hamper appeal for Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham.  Such a brilliant 
response from our community: students 
and families together. 

Parents Teachers Friends Association 

The PTFA remind you of ways in which you can help raise money for the school. 

 Easy Fundraising - see the link here showing how 

 50/50 Club - details here  

Congratulations to November's winner of the 50/50 Club - number 16 'E A Stretton' 

Don't forget to get your tickets for the Comedy Night on 8 February 2019.  More information 
here. 

The Penny Drive will end on 21 December.  Winners will be confirmed during the first week of 
the new term in January.  Years 7, 8 and 9 please bring in as much small change as possible in the 
race for the finish line! 

Forthcoming Events 

 BVGS Disco - Friday 18 January 2019.  Tickets will go on sale in the New Year. 

 Comedy Night - Friday 8 February in Big School - Tickets now on sale - details here 

The PTFA have committed to raise funds to help BVGS, so without your support for events 
organised by them, there may be a need to cancel.  Money raised will go towards purchasing 
MAC equipment for the BVGS Music Department. 

http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Easyfund-flyer.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/BVGS-50-50-Club.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Comedy-Night-2019.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Comedy-Night-2019.pdf


 

Swimming Gala 

Well done to all students who competed in this afternoon’s House Swimming Gala. Nine school 
records broken and victory for a third consecutive year for White House. 1st Place - White - 202 
2nd Place - Red - 184 3rd Place - Gold - 163 4th Place - Blue - 160.  A big thank you to Mr Davies 
and all the team. 

Lunch at Tiffany's - 6 March 2019 at Moor Hall Hotel and Spa 

In response the overwhelming success of last year's inaugural Spring Lunch, we have scheduled 
Lunch at Tiffany's on Wednesday 6 March at Moor Hall Hotel and Spa.  The event begins at 10:30 
am with a drinks reception on arrival; two course lunch and coffee; fashion show by Obsessions, 
Streetly Village; goodie bag; premium shopping; and musical entertainment throughout the day 
until the events closes at 4:00pm.  Tickets are £40 per person, or as tables of ten, and can be 
booked through Claire Bolton in the Development Office c.bolton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.  
Payments can be made either via the School Club office; Heidi Middleton (Obsessions, Streetly 
Village) 0121 353 8825; or Julie Gray (Event Organiser, Amici) 07979 075877.  We would be 
happy to group parents together on 'Year' tables, so please make this request known when 
booking tickets. 

Six Nations Rugby Event 

We are pleased to announce that we have confirmed former England International and British 
Lion Nigel Redman as our Guest Speaker for the Six Nations Rugby Event on Friday 1 February at 
Bishop Vesey's Grammar School.  Individual tickets are £55, or £500 for a table of ten.  Price 
includes a three course meal (including wine).  Please contact Development Director  
Brian Davies b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.  

House Standings 

Here are the current house standings at the moment. 

For Years 7-13: 

1st – White 329.75 
2nd – Red 314 
3rd – Blue 311.43 
4th – Gold 293.44 
 

For years 7-10: 

1st – White 228.97 
2nd – Blue 226.49 
3rd – Red 226.19 
4th – Purple 222.17 
5th – Gold 199.54 

 
Christmas Peace 

So the holidays are almost here.  Let's turn off those phones and spend some quality time with 
our loved ones.  Have a great holiday and see you on 7 January. 

Have a good weekend.   

Yours sincerely  

Dominic Robson 
Headteacher     

mailto:c.bolton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
mailto:b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk


 

 

Book of the Week 

 

Art Star of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke Beveridge L6V. Luke has grown with confidence, since starting Art in September.  His work 
has developed from single forms, to more imaginative and creative representations.  Here he 
has really pushed his ability, to show surface texture through layering and blending numerous 
colours together.  Luke is now starting to see a direction to his ideas, he will undoubtedly create 
even more successful work as the year progresses. 

Quote of the Week 

Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before! What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't 
come from a store. What if Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more.  

Dr Seuss 



 

An advert from one of our corporate partners programme:  

Agentea Gallery 

Our services: 

Our beautiful gallery is based in St Paul’s Square, the last 
remaining Georgian square in Birmingham, and has built a 
reputation for providing a range of high-quality services. We 
are dedicated to showcasing the very best contemporary work 
from both British and international artists. We support the 
careers of both emerging and established artists, featuring examples of their outstanding work 
within our gallery space, at specialist international art fairs and on-line via our website and social 
media accounts. 

 We are committed to promoting an awareness and appreciation of contemporary 
photography, providing a platform where creative ideas and practices can be explored 
and tested.  

 We present a programme of well-researched, stimulating and thoughtful exhibitions 
supported by appropriate events and talks.  

 Our modern facilities and exhibition space are perfect for private or charity events, 
showcasing a variety of work to raise money for a specific cause.  

 Based in the heart of Birmingham, Argentea Gallery is easily accessible to visitors, 
located a short distance from major public transport links.  

If you are interested in any of our exhibitions or artists’ work, or you would like exclusive use of 
the space for corporate events such as private views of exhibitions, art talks, or networking 
events in a stimulating environment, contact our team for more details.  

Contact: 

Jennie Anderson, Owner 

Office:  0121 236 5444 or 07985 575 377 

Email: jennie.anderson@argenteagallery.com   

Address:  Argentea Gallery, 28 St Paul’s Square, Birmingham, B3 1RB  

https://argenteagallery.com/   

 

Letters sent this week 

Year 7 and 8 Spring Disco 

Information for parents regarding school discos 

Christmas concert videoing and DVD orders 

  

mailto:jennie.anderson@argenteagallery.com
https://argenteagallery.com/
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Spring-2019-disco-flyer-and-permission-slip.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Parents-information-for-school-discos-Jan-2019.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Christmas-Concert-Videoing-and-DVD-Orders.pdf


 

Dates for your Diary 

Spring Term 2019 Monday 7 January Spring term commences 

 Monday 14 January 
BVGS Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 
19:00 in The Hive 

 Thursday 17 January Year 9 Options Evening 16:30 - 18:30 

 Friday 18 January Year 7 and 8 disco at BVGS 

 Thursday 24 January Year 11 Parents' Evening 16:00 - 19:00 

 Friday 1 February Six Nations Rugby Event 

 
Monday 4 February BVGS Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 

19:00 in The Hive 

 Thursday 7 February Senior Soloists' Concert 19:00 - 21:00 

 Friday 8 February Whole School Review Day and Careers Fair 

 Friday 8 February PA Comedy Night 

 Friday 15 February Break up for half term 

 Monday 25 February Term recommences 

 Wednesday 6 March Ladies' Lunch at Moor Hall 

 Thursday 14 March Year 10 Parents' Evening 16:00 - 19:00 

 Friday 22 March PA Annual Quiz 

 Thursday 28 March Year 8 Parents' Evening 16:00 - 19:00 

 Friday 5 April Year 7 and 8 PA Disco at SCGSG 

 Tuesday 9 April Spring Concert 19:00 - 21:00 

 Thursday 11 April Students break up for Easter 

 Friday 12 April Staff Training Day 

Summer Term 2019 Monday 29 April Summer term commences 

 Monday 6 May May Day Bank Holiday 

 Thursday 9 May New Year 7 Induction Evening 18:00 - 20:30 

 Thursday 16 May Junior Sports Dinner at Veseyans 

 Friday 17 May PA Race Night 

 Thursday 23 May Students break up for half term 

 Friday 24 May Staff training day 

 Monday 3 June Term recommences 

 Friday 7 June Golf Day 

 Friday 21 June Year 7 and 8 Disco at BVGS (tbc) 

 Saturday 22 June OVA Sports Reunion 

 
Thursday 27 June School closes at 12:15 

Open Day 16:00 - 19:00 

 Friday 28 June Staff Training Day 

 Saturday 13 July PA Family summer party 

 Monday 15 July KS3 Main School Presentation Evening 19:00 - 21:00 

 Friday 19 July Break up for summer holiday 



Parents' Evenings 2018-19: 

Thursday 24 January  Year 11  16:00 - 19:00 
Thursday 14 March  Year 10  16:00 - 19:00 
Thursday 28 March  Year 8   16:00 - 19:00 
Thursday 2 May   Year 7   16:00 - 19:00 
 


