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We have had a typically turbo-charged start to the 

Michaelmas term. It has been wonderful to welcome 

our New Veseyans at Year 7 and Lower Sixth as well 

as new staff. Students and staff alike have made a 

very positive start to their BVGS journey. We wish 

them and their families a life-long warm and happy 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ±ŜǎŜȅΩǎ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

 This new academic year began in earnest in the middle of 

August with an outstanding set of public examination results. 

There are always a lot of factors that lead to examination 

success. However, we play our part in building on the 

impressive array of talent that comes through our doors. 

Our leavers, our alumni, tell us that we make a difference to 

their lives. Everyone has a different story but the nurturing of 

individuals every day collectively leads to a bigger picture. 15 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ hȄōǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ōȅ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

great progress our students make, from already very high 

starting points, is not random. Putting it numerically you can 

see the impact of all this. Academically, we are consistently one 

of the leading state schools nationally. 

A distinctive feature of our School is that we open doors for 

students right from the start of their school career.  We offer 

students the chance to do things, which otƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

offer. Our new Year 7 all have a taster year studying Mandarin 

Chinese and some of them, through the prestigious Mandarin 

Excellence Programme,  will go on to study Mandarin GCSE and 

benefit from subsidised trips to China. An amazing opportunity. 

Additionally, all Year 7 benefit from the musical life of the 

school: being part of the amazing Year 7 choir, singing at the 

Christmas concert, and learning to make a meaningful (!) sound 

out of a wind instrument. Our breath-taking wider extra-

curricular offer enables students, if they wish, to experience 

drama, public speaking, debating, or new sports like rowing, 

rugby and hockey. 

Above all our school is special because we are a family (albeit 

quite a large one ς as was evident as we assembled for our 

Whole-School photograph at the start of October). We care 

about the well-being and rights of everyone in this family and 

we have excellent staff and student leadership (Officers, 

Mentors, and Prefects) to support it.  The fiercely contested 

House system of competitions -so far this year we have had 

House Spelling Bee, House Geography and House Table Tennis- 

bring the Vesey family together. Our students will remember 

ǘƘƛǎΦ hƭŘ ±ŜǎŜȅŀƴǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜƛǊΩ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ 

50 years after leaving the School!    

I hope you enjoy this colour newsletter, which seeks to reflect 

on the summer and early autumn of 2018 as well as the 

inspiration and excellence we strive to offer our Vesey family 

every day. 

Happy reading! 

Dominic Robson 
Headteacher 
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It was very pleasing to see such a great set of GCSE 
results achieved by Year 11 this summer. This was the 
first year of tougher new 9-1 examinations being sat in 
all subjects except Business Studies and Design 
Technology. 

Over 70% of the grades were awarded at 7 or better and 
nearly half of the grades attained were at the top new 
grades of 8 (A*) and 9 (A**). The average student 
Attainment 8 score also increased two points from 72 
(2017) to over 74. In plain English, that means our 
ΨŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΩ .±D{ D/{9 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
four grade 8s and six grade 7s.    

Most encouragingly, the initial signs are that our 
students have again attained outstanding progress 
scores. 

As usual, there were many exceptional student 
performances with ten students attaining straight top 
grades: Haaris Butt (three 9s, six 8s and an A*), 
Johnathan Cartwright (seven 9s, two 8s and an A*), 
Aiden Hill (five 9s, four 8s and an A*), George Hounslow 
(six 9s and four 8s), Matthew Hurley (one 9, nine 8s), 
Amardeep Khangura (eight 9s, an 8 and an A*), 
Sebastian Smith (nine 9s and an 8), Louis Steer (eight 9s 
and an 8), Ben Wall (two 9s and eight 8s) and James 
Ward (nine 9s and an 8).   

In total, there were fifteen students attaining an 
impressive five or more grade 9s: Sebastian Smith 
(9), James Ward (9), Amardeep Khangura (8), Louis 
Steer (8), Alexander Bailey (7), Johnathan Cartwright 
(7), John Kamel (7), Harrison Casey (6), George 
Hounslow (6), Mursaleen Asif (5), Isaac Bosman (5), 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎ όрύΣ !ƛŘŜƴ Iƛƭƭ όрύΣ [ǳƪŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
(5) and Finlay Port (5). Sebastian, James, Isaac, 
Matthew and Luke also attained the highest grade in 
the challenging FSMQ Additional Mathematics 
examination.  

Additionally, seven other students attained nine 
grade 8s or better: Ibrahim Aliwi, Raul Athwall, 
Joseph Bardsley, Anas Fasih, Jamie Moore, Jai Rukar 
and Omar Takruri. Overall, 49% of students attained 
five grade 8s or better. 

I am so pleased that the School has sought to keep a 
strong sense of balance and community over the last five years. So many of our Year 11, who have been very well led by Head of Year, Mr 
Alex Davis, Mr Russell Bowen, Deputy Head i/c Key Stage 4, Mrs Heather Hodkinson, KS4 Learning Mentor, and the rest of the staff, have 
engaged with the extra-curricular life of the school. They have particularly excelled in sport (this year group have been national hockey 
finalists as well as national rugby quarter finalists) and music, and have been fantastic ambassadors for their school and country on trips 
here at home and abroad. 

Most importantly, this Year 11 cohort have developed superbly as young men, at the same time as producing outstanding examination 
results. We are very proud of them all and we wish them the very best with their next step in education and training.    

A summer to remember : GCSE Results  
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{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ψ!Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 
±ŜǎŜȅΩǎ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ уо҈ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŀǘ !ϝ-B, and a 
100% pass rate. 

The Upper Sixth performed very well, with our student leaders, School Captains, William Hennessy and Sophie Lloyd, leading from the 
front and attaining top grades to win places at Medical School.  A school record has been set with fifteen students gaining places at 
Oxbridge with top marks, including: Phoebe Abbott  ό[ŀǿΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜύΣOliver Bardsley (Veterinary Science, Magdalene 
College, Cambridge), Benjamin Clay (Medicine, Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge), Emily Coleman (History, Pembroke College, 
Cambridge), James Cutting (French and 
German, Worcester College, Oxford), Tom 
Edwards (Mathematics, Corpus Christi 
College, Cambridge), Charlotte Frazer-Morris 
(Biochemistry, Hertford College, Oxford), 
Louis Kill-Brown (Modern Languages, New 
College, Oxford), Will Kirby (Arabic and 
Spanish, Pembroke, Cambridge), Daniel Leyva 
(Law, Wadham, Oxford), Sheamol Obeda 
ό9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜύΣ 
Charles Pottinger (Earth Sciences, University 
College, Oxford), Juliette Thomas (Spanish 
and Portuguese, Jesus College, Cambridge), 
Caleb Woodall (Pembroke College, 
Cambridge) and Nickeal Sidhu (Natural 
Sciences, Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge).  Nickeal has also been awarded a 
prestigious bursary by the OCR examination 
board of £3,000 per annum for his 
outstanding academic performance.  

There were also eleven students in total, who attained a stunning three or 
more A* grades including Jacob Carpenter *** (Mathematics, Bristol) Sehj 
Kaur ϝϝϝ ό[ŀǿΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴύ ŀƴŘ Daniel McCrae, one of 4 students 
attaining an impressive 4 * grades, (Physics, Durham University). 

This year group has risen to the challenge of the new undeniably tougher linear 
Ψ!Ω ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŎƻƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘΣ 
both inside and outside of the classroom. They have certainly made the most 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ŜǎŜȅ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎΦ CǊƻƳ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ 
China and sporting experiences in South America, to outstanding performances 
on the stage, at the concert hall and on the sports fields, as well as raising 
money for charity, mentoring disadvantaged youngsters or launching weather 
balloons into Near Space, the Class of 2018 have excelled. I am very proud of 
them all. A big thank you to all members of staff, especially our escellent Sixth 
Form Team of Mr Goodwin, Miss Egan, Dr Reilly, Mr Nowek and Mrs Evetts 
for their unstinting hard work and generous commitment to offering an 
outstanding, inspirational and well-rounded experience to our students.      

  

A summer to remember : A Level Results  
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Two teams of Year 9 boys 
travelled to Norway for their 
World Challenge expedition in 
July. Team 1 accompanied by 
Miss Langham and Mr Everett 
and Team 2 by Miss Field and 
Mr Davis. The expeditions were 
expertly led by Simon and 
Hawthorn, experienced leaders 
with an abundance of military 
experience.  They were 
challenged througout the expedition, which included a gruelling nine hour 
canoe journey totalling 19km! This was an amazing experience for them 
amongst spectacular scenery. The boys tackled all the challenges they faced 
with independence, courage and impressive resilience and leadership skills. 
Activities included a three day trek, two days of canoeing on the Otra River, 
wild camping, white water rafting and stand up paddle boarding.  They also 
took part in a tree top obstacle course on the final day, before enjoying a meal 
together as a team to reflect on the overall experience.. They took control of 
their own budget, cooked for themselves (and their leaders!) and all threw 
themselves into the experience, learning a huge amount in the process.  

 

"A fantastic experience where we discovered skills and traits not only in ourselves, but in those around us too." Leon Yamin-Ali 

 

 

  

World Challenge 

Year 7 residential  

Year 7 enjoyed their residential to Whitemoor Lakes in 
the Summer Term.  They enjoyed canoeing, raft building, 
higher ropes, various team-building activities and 
celebrating rate English success with the round ball! 

"While it might seem like a long time to make the money for the trip, and you might loose motivation, when you're in another country at 

the top of a mountain looking at beautiful views, you realise it was all worth it It is hard, as the name suggests, but even though it is a 

challenge, it's the most fun challenge I've ever been on. When you're having a laugh with your mates while canoeing along a calm river, 

you forget how hard it is and just end up having fun, plus you end up coming back a lot closer with your friends" Caelum Girn 


