
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School

Welcome to 

Year 12 September Induction Day



Staff Team from September 2018

• Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form – Mr Goodwin

• Head of Lower Sixth – Mr Davis 

• Head of Upper Sixth – Dr Reilly

• Head of Enrichment – Mr Yates

• Student Support & UCAS – Mr Nowek

• Sixth Form Liaison – Mrs Evetts



Timetable at BVGS ( 2 Week Timetable)
Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lesson 

Enrichment 

Supervised 

Unsupervised



How do Study Periods work ?

• Alongside your academic contact time:

• 4 hours of Enrichment (on Monday and Wednesday Afternoons) over two 
weeks. You can arrange additional Enrichment 

• You have 16 hours of Private Study.

• 8 of which will be supervised in OBS/Classroom (approximately 4 per 
week).

• OBS stands for Old Big School and is situated up the stairs from the Sixth 
Form Common Room.  You will have Wi-Fi access.

• This ‘Supervised Study’ will not start until next week. 

• For the rest of your study periods you will expected to work in the HUB, 
HIVE, additional classrooms or Library. 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Time
1.15-

2.05pm

2.05-

2.25pm

1.15-

2.05pm

2.05-

2.25pm

1.15-

2.05pm

2.05-

2.25pm

1.15-

2.05pm

2.05-

2.25pm

1.15-

1.35pm

2.05-

2.25pm

Lower Sixth Enrich Enrich
Form 

Time

Enrich

Games

Enrich

Games

Form 

Time
Assembly



Sixth Form Timings and Lanyard System 

• Year 12 students are expected to remain in School until 3.25pm each day 
unless they are engaged in an ‘approved Enrichment activity’.

• All Sixth Formers at BVGS are required to wear a Lanyard with attached 
Photographic identification.

• You are permitted to leave the site at lunchtimes but only when you have 
handed your lanyard in.

• These lanyards will be ordered once your photographs have been taken on 
Thursday.

• You can only leave the site before, 3.25pm once the lanyards have arrived. 

• In Year 13 students are permitted a maximum of two afternoons of ‘Home 
Study’. 



Half-Term 1 is the designated ‘Transfer 
Window’. 

• In a Linear system you are committed to taking a subject for two years. 

• This is your opportunity to move subjects (capacity permitting).

• You will be given a 6 week transfer window to make any changes.

• You may wish to reduce from 4 to 3 subjects………………………

• Don’t assume because you have achieved an A*/9 at GCSE that you will 
find the equivalent A-Level easy.



Assessment and monitoring 

• The best way for us to monitor your progress is through the use of 
assessment.

• At BVGS as a Sixth Former you will be assessed on two occasions 
(minimum) per half-term by each Academic Department..

• All Assessments will be marked according to Examination Board Criteria.
• All assessments will be followed with DIRT and recorded centrally on the 

School network by teaching staff.
• On the last Monday of each half-term all of your results will be collated and 

this assessment data will be sent home to inform your parents of your 
current progress. 

• w/b 1st October is earmarked as a week for baseline testing.
• However, assessment will take place before or after this week. 



BVGS UCAS EXAMS 

• You will not take your next Public Examinations until the summer of 
2020.

• However in May 2019 you will take ‘BVGS UCAS Exams’

• The purpose of these exams is to assess your performance in your 
first year of A-Level study.

• Generate your ‘Predicted Grades’ which will go on your UCAS forms.

• Why are predicted grades so important? 



A-Level requires a modified approach to GCSE

• There has been very recent research conducted here in England into 
the mindset of A Level students.  

• This research into the mindset concept has identified the following 
key elements



5 Elements of success
Vision 

Effort

Systems

Practice

Attitude



Vision
• Do you know what you want to achieve?

• Why are you studying A Levels?

• What grades do you want to achieve in your A Levels?

• What career are you interested in?

Place a picture of the university you want to attend 
on the inside of one of your folders so you see it 
every time you open that folder.  This will remind 
you of your goal and give you a focus every day!



Effort

• How many hours of independent study do you do?

• How do you compare to the most committed students in your 
year group?

• “Nothing worth having was ever achieved without effort”.  
Theodore Roosevelt

• Recent UK research shows that high achieving A Level students 
commit to 20-30 hours of independent study every week.



Systems and blockers
• How do you organise your learning and your time?

• Do you have any study or time management methods or 
techniques to draw on?

• When you study, where do you put your mobile phone/tablet, etc.?   
Is it beside you while you work or do you place it somewhere out of 
view? 

• Do you put it in night mode so that you don’t hear alerts?  

• Do you listen to music while studying?

• Where do you study?

• When are you most effective at learning; morning –afternoon or 
evening?



Practice

• How do you practice to improve your study skills?

• Practice is about what you do once you know the task you are working towards:

• Do you know what the exam questions look like for each of your courses?

• Do you know what skills are being tested?

• And do you know which skills you’re good at, and which you still need to develop?

• You can improve your outcomes by using these practice techniques:

• Writing exam answers under timed conditions and getting these marked

• Using mark schemes and examiners reports

• Comparing model answers against your own work

• Creating your own exam questions

• Making a revision schedule or planner





Attitude

• How do you respond to setbacks?

• How do you respond to constructive criticism?

• How do you overcome setbacks or adapt your plans?





V x E x S x P x A = success (great grades)

• This equation is correct to have multiplication signs rather 

than addition signs because it is about ALL 5 elements being 

present.  Having all 5 elements as part of your mindset will 

lead to success.  Missing one will greatly reduce or impair your 

chances of success (great grades).

• Marginal Gains 



• Start making notes from the start of the year, not waiting till mocks

• Use frees properly and start revision much earlier or revise during the year

• Learn all your case studies (with loads of detail) thoroughly during the year 
so you don't have to spend forever memorizing them in the days before 
your exam.

• It would be to keep up to date with notes as you go so that when it comes 
to revise you have everything prepared already.

“If there was one thing you could tell yourself, or do 

differently, for your time in the sixth form, what would it 

be?”



• Do more past papers to get used to the style of questions.

• Use past papers to revise for mocks too, the exams are completely different 
to GCSE, I never used past papers at GCSE and didn't think I'd need to for 
mocks but I was completely wrong.

• Get 8 hrs sleep

• Start earlier, revision takes longer than you think OR Type up your notes at 
the end of each week, it makes revision in the summer so much quicker

“If there was one thing you could tell yourself, or do 

differently, for your time in the sixth form, what would it 

be?”



How to be successful by Nickeal Sidhu





To recognise an opportunity and use it is the difference between 
success and failure.



Making the most of your opportunities 

• A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds." 
Francis Bacon

• A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an 
optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty." Winston S. 
Churchill



The Vesey Award 
A formal certificate to recognise and reward 
individual participation in the co-curricular life 
of the School.  Participation in the ‘Vesey Award 
Scheme’ provides students with the foundations 
for strong post-18 applications.  It also 
encourages students to engage with the local 
community. 

Communication

Confidence

Teamwork

Responsibility

Innovation 

Most important; is that you have impacted on 
the health and wellbeing of individuals in the 
local community. 



The Concept

• Participation in the ‘Vesey Award Scheme’   provides students with 
the foundations for strong post-18 applications.  It also encourages 
students to engage with the local community.  

• The award also acts as a guide to Officer Selection, such that 
students who have not achieved the Vesey Award are less likely to be 
shortlisted. A full colours crest will be awarded in addition to the 
certificate



Time Scale & Receipt of Recognition

• Students must complete the participation criteria during the first two 
terms of Year 12.  Evidence must be submitted in the first week back 
after Easter (giving students the time to organise it during the break). 
Decisions on which students have been successful can then take 
place.



Criteria

• To receive the award students must complete at least five of the six 
criteria. 

• Each criterion must be evidenced appropriately with an adult 
signature. 



1. Internal Leadership (minimum one term) 

 Academic mentoring; Classroom assistance; Leadership in Sport/Music/Drama 

 

2. Community Contribution (minimum one term) 

 Charity Shop; Care Home; Primary School Placement 

 

3. Event Element 

 Year group assembly; House assembly; Whole school event; Entrance exam 

 

4. Extra-curricular participation (performance and preparation for a BVGS society/team for minimum 

one term) 

 Sports team; Choir, band, ensemble etc.; Debating; Drama 

 

5. Academic Enrichment  to be organised by the student(in addition to Enrichment Week)  

 University masterclass; Summer School; Subject Taster Day 

 

6. Charity Element 

 Involvement in leading/creating an internal charity event 



Internal Leadership (minimum one term)

• Mentoring in Maths, Spanish, Chemistry, Biology

• Sports Leadership in Hockey & Rugby 

• Assisting with the Wilson Stuart Sports Partnership

• Assisting with Year 7 Games

• Leading Wind Band

• Assisting Year 11 in preparation for ‘speaking exams’

• Mentoring GCSE students in the lead up to examinations 

• Year 7 Reading Mentor.



Community Contribution (minimum one 
term)

• Kamran Centre Tuition                    

• Hockey Coaching

• Primary School Placements (numerous)

• Oxfam Charity Shop 

• Volunteering for RDA

• Gracewell Care Home

• Good Hope Ward Volunteer

• Volunteering at Brownies

• Volunteering at Revitalise/Restbite



Community Contribution (minimum one term)

• Volunteering at a local Theatre

• Rocklands Special School volunteer

• Staffordshire Regiment Museum Volunteer

• Dog Walker 

• Tae Kwando Coach

• Youth Worker at the ‘Gap’

• Acorns Charity Shop volunteer

• Greenacres Disability Centre Volunteer



Community Contribution (minimum one term)

• Stable work at Lodge Farm Riding for the Disabled

• Creating a Charity Kite Primary School Placement

• Volunteer at Lichfield Cathedral

• Volunteering at ‘Early Birds’ Primary School Club.

• Cub Scout Leader



enrichment@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk

mailto:enrichment@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk




https://tinyurl.com/y723mbxu

https://tinyurl.com/ycrnxaob

https://tinyurl.com/y723mbxu
https://tinyurl.com/ycrnxaob












enrichment@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk

mailto:enrichment@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk




MUSIC
DEPARTMENT



MUSIC LESSONS

▸ Instrumental/Singing lessons are subsidised by the school. 30 lessons a 

year. 

▸ Shared lessons 2 - 4 students 30 minutes £77 per term

▸ Individual student 20 minutes £126.50 per term

▸ Individual student 30 minutes £190 per term

▸ Letters about lessons are available from Mr Buxton in Music. 



MUSIC TEACHERS IN SCHOOL
▸ Guitar – Mr Noble Monday and Wednesday

▸ Piano: Mr Ross – Monday - Thursday

▸ Lower Strings/Bass – Mr Smith – Monday

▸ Percussion/Drums: Miss Jones - Tuesday 
and Wednesday

▸ Bassoon: Mrs Payne – Tuesday

▸ Trumpet: Miss Swallow - Wednesday

▸ Voice: Mr Lenthall – Thursday

▸ Lower Brass: Mr Ali – Thursday /Friday

▸ Clarinet/Saxophone: Mrs Buxton –

Wednesday/Friday

▸ Flute: Mrs Wilson – Friday

▸ Upper Strings: Miss Adamson - Friday

▸ Dhol and Tabla: Mr Matharu – Monday

▸ Oboe: Miss Flowers



EXTRACURRICULAR – UP TO DATE TIMETABLE

Monday Guitar ensemble - Break

Wind Band – Lunch

KS3 Music Tech / Composers Club - after school 

Tuesday Keyboard club – Break 

Vesey Corps – Drumline – Lunch

Orchestra - after school 3:30-4:30

Wednesday  Saxophone ensemble – Break 

Lower School Choir (Y7-10) – Lunch

Keyboard Ensemble – After School

Thursday Brass Band – Before school 8:15-8:45

Guitar Club - Break 

Funky Bishops – Lunch

Percussion ensemble – Lunch 

Senior Choir (Y10-13) – After School in M2 3:30-4:00

GCSE Extra Session – After School 3:30 - 4:30

Friday Clarinet ensemble – Break

Flute Ensemble – Break

String ensemble – Lunch

Lest We Forget – Boys Chamber Choir - Lunch



OPPORTUNITIES

▸ China

▸ Euro-disney

▸ Musical in 2019-20

▸ Concert Opportunities – Ensemble/Soloist

▸ Music for Youth

▸ National Children’s WW1 Concert

▸ Leadership opportunities



6TH FORM AND YEAR 11 STUDY ROOM

▸ We have a study room for 6th Form and Year 11 that give back to music. 



COMMUNICATION

▸ Any problems with the extracurricular timetable?

▸ Any problems with music lessons?

▸ Want to learn an instrument? 

▸ Music can be the key to your enrichment.

▸ See Mr Buxton in Music. 



Today
• 12.15 – 13.00 Activities, Admin and Tours with Tutors

 Officer led activity.

 Tour of School – to focus on Teaching Areas/Social/Study spaces.-led by Officers

 Mr Davis Quiz.

• 13.00 – 13.45 Lunch/See Mr Goodwin regarding Options……………

•

• 13.45 – 15.30 Games and Enrichment.

•

• Students on Games Options will attend these sessions. All other students will attend a 
meeting in OBS from 2.00pm to discuss Enrichment Options. 

•

• All students who do not have Games should then go to the canteen and have their fingerprint 
taken.

•



Wednesday Games Afternoon

• Hockey – Training on the astro 1.55pm

• Rugby – Training at the pavilion 1.45pm

• Netball – Report to Big School at 1.45pm (not changed)

• X – country – Training at the pavilion 2pm 

• Rowing – Mr Bousfield 1.45pm meeting (meet at bottom of BS steps)

• Recreational groups at the pavilion at 1.55pm

• Fitness class – Miss Field in room 10

• Other activities????????????????? 



Red Group Mathematics 

• All lower sixth RED mathematicians need to go to room GF7 Thursday 
6th September at 12.15 (period 4) in order to be allocated their 
correct maths group.

•

• Students will know that they are in RED if they have a maths lesson 
on their current timetable on Thursday 6th September period 4 or 
Friday 7th September period 3.

•

• All RED mathematicians MUST attend.

•



Tomorrow

• Form Period Period 1 
(in Form Room from 
8.40am on Thursday).

• Lessons start Period 2

• Friday Assembly at 
1.15pm in Big School

Year 12 Photographs in OBS 

L6 I 8.55AM

L6 II 9.10AM

L6 III 9.25AM

L6 IV 9.40AM

L6 V 9.55AM

L6 VI 10.10AM

L6 VII 10.15AM

L6 VIII 10.30 AM


