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23 March 2018
Dear Parents/Carers
KIDS - Sutton Wide Non-Uniform Day
Thanks to everyone for supporting the cross-wide Sutton schools' non-uniform day. BVGS raised over
£900 for the charity.
Macbeth
Year 7 and 8 enjoyed a matinee performance of Macbeth this afternoon. Please note that tickets are
on sale for the whole school and local community priced at £9.00 (£5.00 students/concessions) for
Friday 23 March and Saturday 24 March. Start time 7:00pm. Tickets are available on the door here at
school this evening

BVGS Sports Dinner
Thank you to all those that attended the Senior Sports Dinner last night. Congratulations to the prizewinners, and thanks to all of the outgoing Upper Sixth for their commitment and contribution to school
sport throughout their time at BVGS. There were many excellent speeches last night:
Mr Bousfield (Rowing), Mrs Clarke (Netball), Mr Whiting (Rugby) and Mr Howell (Hockey and CrossCountry). A big thank you also to Mr Parize, Mr Swindells, Mr Davies and Mr Williams who made this
lovely evening happen.
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Booking is now open for the Junior
Sports Dinner (for boys from Yrs7-10),
Tickets are just £10 (to include a 2course meal prepared by parent and
Head Chef at Walmley GC, Pascal
Parize). Menu choices are Hog Roast,
Paella and Veg Paella, and all boys that
have represented one of the school
sports teams (and their families) are
welcome to join us.
Intermediate Maths Challenge
On Thursday 1 February 2018, all students in Years 9 and 10 took part in the Intermediate Maths
Challenge. Over 250,000 students from more than 3,000 schools across the UK participated. Students
had 60 minutes to answer 25 varied multiple-choice mathematical problems. The top-scoring 40% of
participants were awarded bronze, silver and gold certificates in the ratio 3:2:1. Of all the students
from BVGS, 23 achieved a gold certificate, putting them in the top 7% of participants in the whole of
the UK. There were also 50 students who achieved a silver award, and 65 students who achieved a
bronze award. We also had 24 students qualify for follow-up rounds, and we eagerly await the results
of these. A special mention must go to Ruben Vorster in Year 9 who achieved the best result in the
school, and was the only student to qualify for the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad. Only 1,500
students out of the 250,000 who took part are invited to take part in this, putting him in the top 0.6%
of participants! I would also like to congratulate Dan Jones for achieving the best score in Year 10. Well
done to everyone who took part, and particularly those students who won a certificate. Thank you
Mr Beasley for organising this opportunity.
Thomas Becket Project

Cancer Research

Year 7 have been
producing some
outstanding pieces
of work on Thomas
Becket's murder.

A big thank you to Year 9 for their fundraising
efforts. We were delighted to present Cancer
Research with a cheque for £2,000.

PHSE Update
As part of the PSHE curriculum, Year 11 attended a Sex Education workshop delivered by local
organisation Raise Education. Rebecca expertly guided them on the legislation surrounding the
distribution of sexually explicit images and the mental health issues created through watching
pornographic material. There is a growing concern that young people are being exposed to such
material from as young as eight years old due to access to social media and internet sites from mobile

devices. All Year groups have recently attended age appropriate workshops to discuss the issues of
social media and legislation around the sending of inappropriate images and messages.
Year 9 have had a busy couple of weeks, from the Critical Thinking Workshops from the charity Since
9/11, to this week working with MH2K (Mental Health 2000) who have been commissioned to tour
schools and discuss the types of support available to young people in Birmingham and nationally. All of
Year 9 were provided with list of organisations that may be useful to them over the next few years
when coping with the stress around exams, family life and transition. Information was included about
Forward Thinking, the partnership organisation for the under 25’s that offers a wide variety of support
in various formats. https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk. As well as this, there was
information on the Headspace app, a free phone app for learning about meditation and mindfulness
techniques to support issues around stress, anxiety, focus and sleep. https://www.headspace.com.
Over the last couple of weeks, the U6 girls have received an awareness workshop, delivered by
Mrs Hodkinson, relating to breast and cervical cancer. The aim is to empower the girls with how to
'self-check', myth bust cervical smears and appreciate the importance of early intervention. Model
demonstrators with lumps and abnormalities were used to support the girls with their understanding.
German Exchange
It was with sadness that we said 'Auf Wiedersehen' to our German exchange visitors this morning. It
has been a wonderful visit, and could not have happened without the generosity of our Vesey family.
Thank you everyone.
L6 Geography Field Trip
I hope the geographers enjoyed their field visit to Birmingham today. Thank you to Mr Godwin for
organising this.
Parents' Association Y7 and 8 Disco
Tickets for the disco, which is taking place on Friday 27 April, will be on sale during break on Tuesday
17 and Wednesday 18 April in Room 30. Tickets cost £5.00.
Chinese Exchange
We are now into our second year of our cultural exchange partnership with No.4 Middle School of
Zhanjiang, China. Last summer, 19 of our students visited China, staying with host families to
experience home, and school life, as well as visiting sites of cultural heritage. It was a truly
transformative experience for all, and we are delighted that this partnership is set to continue.
This year we have invited our Chinese hosts to the UK and they would like to bring a group of 20
students and 10 staff to BVGS in July. The proposed dates are Saturday 7 July - Saturday 21 July, with
a return visit from BVGS in summer 2019. We are keen for the Chinese students to experience
everyday life in the UK, and we are therefore seeking 20 families, with students in Year 10-13, to be
host guests. For further information, please contact Mr Buxton:
a.buxton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.
Top Merit Winners
Usairam ABDULLAH 7B, Aditya MUTHUKUMAR 7G, Seth ALLEN 7P, Ben WHITE 7R, Stephen
BOWMAN 7W, Jamal RAHMAN 8B, Joel ARCHIBALD-EADES 8G, Edward STEVENS 8G, Dominic VAN
LOAN 8G, Hugh WOODCOCK 8P, Tighe CROOK 8R, Joseph COX 8W, Jordan KNIGHT 9B, Samuel
HENNESSY 9G, Jun PARK 9G, Jamie MCNEILAGE 9P, Joseph MCCLAFFERTY 9R, Mohanvir SIVIA 9W,
Jason DEBNEY 10B, Ayub MOHAMMED 10G, Hamza NADEEM 10R, Max FALLON 10W, Huzaifah
KHAN 11B, Sebastian SMITH 11R, Raul ATHWALL 11W

Hockey Round Up
U’14 ‘A’ Regional tournament was hosted at Cannock and featured the best eight teams in the
Midlands. Bishop Vesey’s were grouped with Repton, Trent College and Meole Brace. The day started
with a brilliant confidence boosting 2-0 victory over Trent College (two excellent finishes by GrayNimmo). Next up was Repton, and the only poor ten minutes of hockey in the whole day led us to
conceding, and despite a much better and dominant second half, we could not find the equaliser. This
meant we needed to win convincingly to be assured of a semi-final position. This was done in style with
an 8-2 victory over Meole Brace from Shropshire. Uppingham School who had comfortably won the
other group were the opponents. A superb first half of hockey and goal from Morgan Simpson put
Vesey 1-0 in front, unfortunately we missed numerous clear chances to put the game beyond
Uppingham. On the stroke of half time, against the run of play, they equalised. A more even second
half was witnessed, but after shaving the post, Uppingham went to the other end of the pitch and
scored on the counter-attack. A deflated Vesey team ran out of time and despite having the upper
hand in the game bowed out 2-1. It was a fantastic team performance, and one that led to a few
sleepless nights dreaming of what could have been! Third place in the Midlands is a wonderful
achievement though. Well done boys.
The first team continued their excellent season and won away at Abbotsholme School in the National
Plate Cup and are now through to the fourth round. They came from two early goals down to level 2-2
against Solihull, with a number of key players missing. Well done to Jacob Higgins from Year 10 who
stepped up to play.
The second team have finished on a real high beating King Edwards Birmingham last week 3-1 and
following it up with a hard fought 3-2 win vs Solihull.
Great Midlands Fun Run
Still time to register -entries close on Monday. The Fun Run takes place on Sunday 3 June at 11:00am.
Catering
There will be a 'Chip Shop' theme day on Wednesday
28 March. The Easter raffle run by the Dining Hall will
be drawn on the morning of 27 March.
Invigilators
We are currently recruiting for invigilators for exams
that start on 14 May and run until 25 June. The current
rate of pay is £8.58 per hour. All exams start at 09:00
or 13:00 with some flexibility regarding availability. Training will be given. If you are interested, please
contact Mrs Overton (l.overton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk).

Easter Revision Sessions
Department
Art
Business

Exam Tier
GCSE
GCSE

DT

GCSE

DT

GCSE

DT

GCSE
A-Level
(Y12)
A-Level

Economics
Spanish

Start
End
No of
Dates
time
Time
Rooms students
09/04/2018
10:00
15:00
26
14
04/04/2018
10:00
12:30
30
3
FF8,
29/03/2018
10:00
15:00 51
22
FF8,
06/04/2018
10:00
15:00 51
22
FF8,
10/04/2018
10:00
15:00 51
22
04/04/2018
10/04/2018

13:00
10:00

15:00
15:00

30
19

Staff
J Heer
A Reilly
T Brown
T Brown
T Brown

30 A Reilly
14 A Slater

Francophonie Challenge
Good effort on the Francophonie speaking challenge, particularly from Year 7! Winners will be
announced next week.
Inspiration and Excellence
September 2018 Year 7 parents have been sent the new Inspiration and Excellence booklet. If you
have not signed up to support our fund, please return your completed form for Mr Robson's attention.
Jerrard 100
There is good coverage on pages 4, 28 and 29 of the Sutton Coldfield Observer of our Jerrard 100 event
Have a great weekend.

Dominic Robson
Headteacher

John Craggs DL BSc PhD HonDUniv FCMA
Chairman of Governors

Art Star of the Week

Jack O’Hara U6. Jack is an immensely creative student. His ability to use texture and colour to create
dramatic images is unique. Jack has developed his own style of impressionism, a strong start to his
exam project.
Book of the Week

Quote of the Week:

Dates for your Diary
Spring Term 2018
Friday 23 March
Saturday 24 March
Monday 26 March
Wednesday 28 March
Wednesday 28 March
Wednesday 28 March
Thursday 29 March
Thursday 29 March
Summer Term 2018
Monday 16 April
Tuesday 24 April
Friday 27 April
Monday 7 May
Friday 25 May
Monday 4 June
Friday 22 June
Friday 13 July

Drama production of Macbeth (£9 adults, £5 concessions/students)
Successful candidate afternoon
Sri Lanka Cricket Tour leaves
Students break up at 15:25
DofE Training
Staff Training Day : Y11 Trip to Oxford
Summer Term commences
Spring Concert
Year 7 and 8 Disco BVGS
May Day Bank Holiday
Break up for half term
Summer term recommences
Year 7 and 8 Disco Sutton Coldfield Grammar School for Girls
BVGS PAC Ball at Moor Hall

Parents' Evenings 2018:
Wednesday 7 March Thursday 15 March Tuesday 27 March Thursday 19 April -

Year 9
Year 10
Year 8
Year 7

16:00 - 19:00
16:00 - 19:00
16:00 - 19:00
16:00 - 19:00

Term Dates can be found here on our website

