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20 March 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Jerrard 100 

On Friday, we celebrated the life of Flight Lieutenant Alan Jerrard, who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery in the Royal Flying Corps in March 
1918.  Over 250 students from across the school attended the service in Big 
School, along with parents, governors and guests, including the Lord Mayors 
of Birmingham and Sutton, The Chaplain to her Majesty the Queen, Andrew 
Mitchell MP and representatives from RAF Cosford and the University of 
Birmingham Air Squadron, as well as a distant relative of Alan, Tom Jerrard, 
who flew in from Canada especially. 

 

 

Macbeth 

Just a reminder that all of Year 7 and 8 are expected to attend the performance 
of Macbeth/Living with Lady Macbeth, here at school, on Friday 23 March, P5.  
Thank you to all who have made a voluntary contribution of £4 for this event. 

Please note that tickets are on sale for the whole school and local community 
priced at £9.00 (£5.00 students/concessions) for Friday 23 March and Saturday 
24 March.  Start time 7:00pm. 

Senior Soloists 

What a brilliant concert last Tuesday. Thirty-one soloists on a range of 
instruments and two great compères, Sam Gill and Matthew Whitehouse.  Well done everyone!  
Thank you Mr Buxton and our friends at Services for Education. 

German Exchange 

Thank you to all families hosting our German exchange visitors.  Lovely to see them. 



Semaine de la langue Française et de la Franchophonie 17 - 25 Mars 2018 

French speakers all around the world celebrate their shared language and culture during this period.  
The Language Department are encouraging students to join in the celebrations by using French around 
school.  Prizes will be awarded to the best French speaker in each year group. 

Critical Thinking Workshop 

At the recent Critical Thinking Workshop, students were presented with a range of information from 
familiar digital media sources, such as Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. All of the information related 
to the attacks, which took place on 9/11. Students worked together to evaluate each source of 
information for reliability and trustworthiness, with support from the facilitator. The facilitator weaved 
into the workshops, without making it the explicit aim, an underlying theme of extremism and 
radicalisation to highlight the vulnerability of young people who are exposed to digital media. Students 
then reflected on their critical thinking skills at the end of the session, and left with a greater 
understanding of the events that took place on 11 September 2001. 

Music for Youth 

Last Tuesday, 6 March, two of our bands attended the 
Music for Youth Festival. The Funky Bishops played La 
Bamba and The Simpsons and the Clarinet Ensemble 
played Canon and The Sorcerer's Apprentice.  It is 
hoped that they will be invited to the next stage of the 
National Festival.  There were amazing solos from  
Jack O'Hara, David Thomas, Freddie Coleman,  
Angus Carter and Joel Stainthorpe.  Everyone played 
with confidence and represented our school 
amazingly.  Thank you to Mr and Mrs Buxton for 
organising and giving us this experience.   
By Max Dalton 7P. 

Easter Egg Appeal 

Year 9 have launched an Easter Egg appeal in support of Birmingham’s 
Children’s Hospital. The boys will be donating Easter eggs, which they 
will deliver to the hospital at the end of term. This lovely gesture 
shows support for all the families and children who are suffering from 
illness, and the staff that work endlessly to provide an excellent 
standard of care. 

Sixth Form Hustings 

It is election time again.  Hustings occurred last week and interviews are 
taking place for our student leaders before Easter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chinese Exchange 

We are now into our second year of our cultural exchange partnership with No.4 Middle School of 
Zhanjiang, China. Last summer, 19 of our students visited China, staying with host families to 
experience home, and school life, as well as visiting sites of cultural heritage.  It was a truly 
transformative experience for all, and we are delighted that this partnership is set to continue. 

This year we have invited our Chinese hosts to the UK and they would like to bring a group of 20 
students and 10 staff to BVGS in July.  The proposed dates are Saturday 7 July - Saturday 21 July, with 
a return visit from BVGS in summer 2019.  We are keen for the Chinese students to experience 
everyday life in the UK, and we are therefore seeking 20 families, with students in Year 10-13, to be 
host guests.  For further information, please contact Mr Buxton:  
a.buxton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk. 

Welcome to our New Year 7 

It was a great pleasure to welcome our new Year 7 boys and their families last week. 

School Uniform 

Overall, our students wear their uniform with pride.  We are keen that students do not get into trouble 
for wearing incorrect uniform.  Therefore, where appropriate, could you please remind your 
son/daughter of a few key rules on uniform.  If there is any doubt, please consult the school planner. 

 No hoodies or round neck jumpers, no emblems or patterns (except Vesey Mitre) 
 No trainers (even if black), no shoes with canvas panels or emblems 
 No jeans, denim trousers or rivets 
 Blazer should be worn at all times 
 Shirts tucked in at all times 
 Coats, hats and scarves should be removed when indoors 

We will be continuing our policy of confiscation of incorrect uniform and, for repeated offences, 
parents may be asked to collect the offending item from school. 

Duke of Edinburgh 

The Gold Award students in Upper Sixth have attended a meeting about completing their awards.  All 
have been reminded to get their evidence and assessor reports uploaded to eDofE as soon as possible 
so that their awards can be approved before they leave BVGS.  It will be much more difficult to finish 
their awards after they have left school, so please encourage them to be proactive! 

Also Bronze and Silver Award students (Years 9 and 10) need to remember to come to Room 11 at 
15:30 on Wednesday next week (21 March) for their introduction to the expeditions.  The session will 
last until 16:30 with Dave Ellis from Big Strides Limited. 

Top Merit Winners 

Cian BURKE  8B, Louis FISHER  8G, Ben FODEN  8W, Henry LAX  8G, James LEWIS  8G, Leon 
LWANGA  8B, Harry DOWEN  8R, George O'CONNOR  8B, Dylan STEER  8G, Tighe CROOK  8R, Matthew 
MERRILL  8R, Ross DRYHURST  8B, Michael BAIZLEY  8B, Ned SMITH  8B, Joseph COX  8W, Lucas 
NIX  8W, Ibrahim ABDALLA  8W, Fraser PRATT  7W, Charlie CHURCHILL  8W and Daniel BARTLETT  8P 
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World Book Day 

World Book day raised £812 for Book Aid.  Yusuf Hussain 7B (left) won the 'Book Character' 
prize. 

Chris Bradford Visit 

Confirmation is awaited regarding a new date for Chris Bradford's visit.  Information will 
be given as soon as possible.  The Library still has the pre-ordered books. 

Cross Country 

The Senior Team enjoyed a resounding victory against King Henry's and KES in 
Coventry.  Tom Parkes won the race comfortably, Matthew McClafferty was third and 

Charlotte Bush fourth (and first girl!).  All six scorers finished in the top ten. 

Indoor Rowing 

Hugo Martin (9P) achieved a bronze medal in the J14 relays with his team, as part of the Birmingham 
Rowing Club, at the National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships in London.   

Senior Sports Dinner 

A reminder to all Year 11, 12 and 13 sportsmen and women who 
have represented the school this year.  The dinner will be held in Big 
School this year from 18:30 - 21:00.  Tickets can be purchased from  
Mrs Foster at £15 per head to include a two-course meal.  Families 
are more than welcome to attend. 

Ladies' Lunch  

We are proud to announce that our inaugural event raised over 
£3,200.  A huge thank you to Julie Gray from corporate partners 
Amici Events who organised the event along with Development 
Director Brian Davis and parents Michaela Casey and  
Heidi Middleton, who also ran a superb fashion show with items 
from her store Obsessions (Streetly Village).  Another of our 
corporate partners, Moor Hall Hotel and Spa, provided a fantastic 
venue and superb service at the lovely two-course meal.  Thank you 
to all parents and alumni that attended the event and made the day such a huge success. 

Invigilators 

We are currently recruiting for invigilators for exams that start on 14 May and run until 25 June.  The 
current rate of pay is £8.58 per hour.  All exams start at 09:00 or 13:00 with some flexibility regarding 
availability.  Training will be given.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs Overton 
(l.overton@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk).   
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Easter Revision Sessions 

Department Exam Tier Dates 
Start 
time 

End 
Time Rooms 

No of 
students Staff 

Art GCSE 09/04/2018 10:00 15:00 26 14 J Heer 

Business GCSE 04/04/2018 10:00 12:30 30 3 A Reilly 

DT GCSE 29/03/2018 10:00 15:00 
FF8, 
51 22 T Brown 

DT GCSE 06/04/2018 10:00 15:00 
FF8, 
51 22 T Brown 

DT GCSE 10/04/2018 10:00 15:00 
FF8, 
51 22 T Brown 

Economics 
A-Level 
(Y12) 04/04/2018 13:00 15:00 30 30 A Reilly 

Spanish A-Level 10/04/2018 10:00 15:00 19 14 A Slater 

 

Inspiration and Excellence 

September 2018 Year 7 parents have been sent the new Inspiration and Excellence booklet.  If you 
have not signed up to support our fund, please return your completed form for Mr Robson's attention. 

Yours sincerely  

Dominic Robson      John Craggs DL BSc PhD HonDUniv FCMA 
Headteacher      Chairman of Governors  

  



 

Art Star of the Week 

 

Alexander Hemming 6CW: Alex has been developing work on the theme of hands. Artists Cath Riley 
and M C Escher have inspired him. Understanding their work has developed this exceptional piece, 
which questions actions alongside relationships, while creating curiosity within a surreal concept. 

 

Book of the Week 

 

Quote of the Week:  Look up at the stars and not down at your feet.  Try to make sense of what 
you see, and wonder about what makes the universe exist.  Be curious. 
Stephen Hawking 



Letters sent this week:  Y8 Macbeth Letter 

    Y7 Rowing Letter 

    Sports Dinner Poster 

Dates for your Diary 

   

Spring Term 2018  

 Saturday 17 March Rugby Sevens Tournament 

 Thursday 22 March Senior Sports Dinner at BVGS 

 Friday 23 March 
Drama production of Macbeth (£9 adults, £5 concessions/students) 

 Saturday 24 March 

 Monday 26 March Successful candidate afternoon 

 Wednesday 28 March Sri Lanka Cricket Tour leaves 

 Wednesday 28 March Students break up at 15:25 

 
Thursday 29 March Staff Training Day 

 

Summer Term 2018 

 Monday 16 April Summer Term commences 

 Tuesday 24 April Spring Concert 

 Friday 27 April Year 7 and 8 Disco BVGS 

 Monday 7 May May Day Bank Holiday 

 Friday 25 May Break up for half term 

 Monday 4 June Summer term recommences 

 Friday 22 June Year 7 and 8 Disco Sutton Coldfield Grammar School for Girls 

 Friday 13 July BVGS PAC Ball at Moor Hall 

Parents' Evenings 2018: 

Wednesday 7 March -  Year 9   16:00 - 19:00 

Thursday 15 March -  Year 10  16:00 - 19:00 

Tuesday 27 March -  Year 8   16:00 - 19:00 

Thursday 19 April -  Year 7   16:00 - 19:00 

Term Dates can be found here on our website 

http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/180305.Let_.049.Macbeth.Y8.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Year-7-rowing-letter.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/bvgs-sports-dinner-poster.pdf
http://bvgs.co.uk/school-calendar/

