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I can’t believe we are almost at Christmas! Thank you to all our 
students and staff for their hard work, their resilience and  
positive energy throughout the last term. A big thank you also to 
our new Year 7 and Lower Sixth students and their families. Our 
New Veseyans have embraced the academic challenges they 
have faced, enjoyed new enrichment opportunities, which have 
built their independence and resilience, and become part of our 
warm, diverse and supportive community. As we look forward to 
our 500th anniversary as a School in 2027, it is good that we 
strive to deliver the aspirations of our founder, John Vesey, who 
wrote in 1527 that his newly founded school might enable young 
people to flourish and “more happily live.”  Talking of 500th  
anniversaries, there will be plenty for the whole community to 
get excited and enthused about as we engage with you about our 
future direction as a School in 2018 – watch this space…..    

As this newsletter demonstrates, there is much to celebrate at 
Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School this term. We were all delighted 
that the Class of 2017 attained an excellent set of GCSE and ‘A’ 
level results. We were able to celebrate just some of the  
achievements of our inspirational young people at our annual 
Speech Night at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall with our Old Veseyan 
guest of honour, Commissioner Sir Julian King KCVO CMG,  
European Union Commissioner for Security. We hope that our 
leavers will positively carry this ‘Vesey Experience’ with them for 
the rest of their lives. (Thanks to the wonderful work of Brian 
Davies, our Development Director, keeping in touch and  
building  links with fellow Veseyans has never been easier!)  It 
was also wonderful to see how well BVGS is performing  
academically nationally according to a plethora of measures from 
the Sunday Times Parent Power League Table to the STEM 100 
table, and from our Attainment 8 to our Progress 8 scores. 

There is also much to praise this term in what we continue to 
offer to our students in terms of academic enrichment as well as 

in terms of our breath-taking array of life-enhancing  
opportunities ranging from drama to sport, and from music to 
international adventures. None of this would happen without the 
exceptional generosity and support of our staff and parents. 

In the world outside Vesey, there are many political arguments 
raging. One of these concerns social mobility. This is something 
that we passionately believe in. I am pleased to note that we are 
now into our second year of our ‘fairer’ admissions policy and 
that our students, led by Mr Goodwin, have been doing very fine 
work as a part of our BVGS Outreach programme. 

Finally, I must let you that know we have two staff leaving at 
Christmas: Miss Rebecca Gaydon (Biology) and Mrs Paulette Jean 
(French). We thank them and wish them well for the future. We 
also say thank you and good luck to two of our governors, who 
have given excellent service to the School: Mrs Colette Robinson 
and Mr Stephan Wade (Deputy Chair). We look forward to  
keeping in touch with all our leavers. Congratulations also are in 
order for Mrs Joanna Davis, who becomes our new Deputy Chair 
of Governors. Meanwhile, we also say goodbye and thank you to  
Mr John Beggan, outgoing chair of the PAC 
and Corporate Partner. Our newly named 
Parents’ Association will be chaired by the  
formidable triumvirate of Mr Mark Abbott, 
Mrs Maxine Hanley and Mr Richard 
White. We wish them every  
success in building community and fund-
raising for our School. 

Wishing you all a very happy and 
relaxing Christmas season, 

Headteacher 

Message from 
the Head 
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At the end of July, 38 Year 9 students 
formed two expeditions to Croatia with 
World Challenge. Having flown to Zagreb, 
they made their way to their first campsite 
on the coastline of Starigrad. After a brief 
sleep, they began a day of sea kayaking, 
taking in the stunning scenery of the  
Adriatic. The next phase was a trek into the 
Paklenica National Park where they stayed in 
a mountain hut and scaled one of the park’s 
highest peaks. Having descended the  
mountain, the last phase was kayaking down 
the Zrmanja river with a night of wild  
camping thrown in for good measure. 

The expeditions were managed and  
organised by students, providing an  
incredible array of opportunities for  
personal development. All students did 
themselves and BVGS proud. They had a 
fantastic time, learned a great deal and 
formed memories that will last a life time.   

Karen Holloway, School Account Manger at 
World Challenge had this to say about our 
students:  I have led several World Challenge 
expeditions, and it was a delight to lead such 
a brilliant team of polite and ambitious 
young people in Croatia this summer ………. 
The boys regularly outperformed  
expectations because they listened to the 
instructions and gave their all  ….... 

Thank you to trip leaders:  Tom Williams, 
Tom Beasley, Dan Bradley and Dan Everett. 

World Challenge Croatia 

On Monday 10 July, years 8 and 9 listened to the 
testimony of Holocaust survivor Simon Winston. He 
shared his fascinating memories of his life as a 
young child in the Jewish Ghetto in his home town 
of Radzivillov, in what was then Eastern Poland, and 
how his family managed to escape from the Nazis 
and spent two years in hiding. Our students then 
asked some very intelligent and insightful  
questions. It was a privilege for us to welcome 
Simon to our school and his testimony gave us a 
powerful reminder of the horrors so many  
experienced. We hope that by hearing Simon’s 
testimony, it will encourage our students to learn 
from the lessons of the Holocaust and make a  
positive difference in their own lives. 

Lessons of the 
Holocaust 

First World War 
Centenary 

Thanks to Mrs Storey, Miss Hearn,  

Mr Goodwin and Mrs Asha, boys from Year 8 

and 9 had an incredible History visit to the battle-

fields of World War One in October. It was  

moving for the boys to find the names of their own 

families on the war memorials. Next year, we will 

be honouring both our Victoria Cross bravery  

Winners, Alan Gerrard and Gus Bonner, in a 

special celebration event on Friday 16 March, 

which will, hopefully, also involve the University of 

Birmingham Air Squadron.  

As usual we marked Remembrance Day with services here at school and along with the 

whole Sutton Coldfield community at Holy Trinity Church (pictured Dr Craggs, our Chair 

of Governors with our School Captains, Sophie Lloyd and William Hennessy). 
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A Level and GCSE Review 
A Level Results 

GCSE Results 

We were delighted by our examination performance in the  

summer with 80% of ‘A’ level entries being graded A*-B, and 

overall 68% of GCSE grades being awarded at A*/A/7/8/9.  

Together, this took the School to our highest ever performance 

in the Parent Power League Tables: 42nd best state school  

nationally. At the same time we were delighted by our  

outstanding Progress 8 score of +0.59. 

What was particularly heartening for us was the fact that this 

was the first year of much tougher linear ‘A’ level examinations 

and academically rigorous new GCSEs.    

As usual, there were many fantastic individual performances. 

Congratulations to Molly Willars (pictured) whose 4 A* 

grades won her a place to study Mathematics at Oxford  

University. In total seven students are off to Oxbridge with top 

marks, including Rory Gaskin (Law and French, Oxford  

University), William McCreery (Earth Sciences, Oxford  

University), Josiah McNeill (Fine Art, Oxford University),  

Jemima Richardson-Jones (Geography and a Choral  

Scholarship, Oxford University), Jake Robinson (Economics 

and Management, Oxford University), Sophia Thorn (Natural 

Sciences, Cambridge University). There were also a further six 

students with three A* grades : Dhruv Kaul (Philosophy and 

Economics, London School of Economics, Sofia Kaur 

(Economics, University College, London), Tommy Powell 

(Mathematics and Economics, Warwick University), Mustafa 

Qureshi (Mathematics, Warwick University), Omair Quyyam 

(Aeronautical Engineering, Imperial College, London) and Ellen 

Steward (Chemistry, Nottingham University).  

A special mention must go to Mrs Pamela Maskell, who as 

Senior Learning Mentor over the last decade, has done so much 

to raise aspirations and build community in our Sixth Form.  

At GCSE, there were 9 students who achieved 10 A* grades: 

Harry Ayto, Angus Carter, Zachary Farmer, Leo Karski, 

Yannis Lakahni da Silva, Ali Lakhanpal, Archie Sansome, 

Shoaib Sheraz and Rakeem Uddin.  

The Class of 2017 have been an excellent cohort. These year 

groups have risen to the challenge of the new tougher linear ‘A’ 

levels and GCSEs. They have been an inspirational cohort of 

young people to work with, both inside and outside of the class-

room. Importantly, they have certainly made the most of all the 

opportunities the ‘Vesey Experience’ provides. From academic 

trips to Iceland and cultural and sporting experiences in South 

America, to outstanding performances on the stage, at the  

concert hall and 

on the sports 

fields, as well as 

raising money for 

charity and 

launching weather 

balloons into near 

space, our  

students have  

excelled. We are 

very proud of 

them all.  
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Richard Meyrick  

We were delighted in 

October to welcome the 

acclaimed virtuoso  

pianist, Richard Meyrick, 

from the ‘Piano Studio’ in 

Portman Square, London to BVGS. He gave an insightful master-

class to 65 students who were astonished by his playing ability. 

Two students, Nickeal Sidhu and Kieran Thiarya, wowed 

Richard and have been offered trial scholarship lessons in London 

with a team of concert pianists. But a big well done also to 

Harkirpa Takhar, Danny Macey, James Foxall,  

Ned Walklett and Lawrence Li, who all played beautifully.  

Adam Gyorgy Concert Pianist 

Concert pianist Adam Gyorgy visited BVGS at the beginning of December.  He 

is recognised world-wide as one of the finest classical pianists of today. His 

televised live performance at the UEFA European Football Championship in 

Warsaw was broadcast to 300 million international viewers. The prestigious 

Steinway Artist has played in multiple sold-out performances at Carnegie Hall, 

Palace of Arts (Hungary), Esplanade (Singapore), Aula Simfonia (Indonesia), and 

toured annually around the globe. 

He really inspired students with an amazing performance of Liszt’s ‘Hungarian 

Rhapsody No.2’ and some of his own compositions. The students then posed 

really interesting questions to Adam about composition and performance.  He 

was pleased to share his professional experience. It was a pleasure to have 

someone who educates students from leading music conservatories such as 

The Juilliard School of Music (New York), The Royal Academy of Music 

(London), and The National University (Singapore) in school with us. 

BVGS Artists exhibit in St Paul's Square 

In September, there was a wonderful art exhibition at Argentea Gallery in St Paul’s Square, Birmingham showcasing our fabulously talented students 

and staff and alumni. Over £600 worth of sales were generated and two commissions ordered from one of our pupils, Alex Hemming. Many thanks 

to parent, Corporate Partner and owner of Argentea Jennie Anderson for providing us with professional gallery space to host our exhibition and to 

Mrs Heer, Head of Art for her support. 

visits Vesey 

Old Veseyan Jemima  

Richardson-Jones sang Choral  

Evensong live from the Chapel of Keble 

College, Oxford in November which was 

broadcast on BBC Radio 3. 

Congratulations to all our LAMDA stu-

dents. Of the 25 examination candidates, 

19 achieved Distinctions and 6 Merits.  

Well done to Joe Perrin and Essie 

McGlynn who both achieved Distinctions 

at Grade 8. 

Jem on Radio 3 LAMDA Success Christmas Concerts 2017 

Our Christmas concerts were such an uplifting way 

to finish the Michaelmas term. Over the two nights, 

we had an audience of over 560 turn out to see a 

highly entertaining and varied concert. Ciaran 

O’Donnell, Head of the Birmingham Music service 

(S4E) put it thus, “Huge ambition and transformation 

at @BVGS1527 tonight. Over 200 young people 

involved in a concert full of diversity and creativity. 
Great start from the new Director of Music -  

Congratulations to the team.”  Thank you  

Mr Buxton. 

https://twitter.com/BVGS1527


Page 5 

Michaelmas Term 2017 

Every child has 54 rights 

That's 54 expressions of law through day and night 

That's 54 reasons for a child to keep their dreams in sight 

Because that's 54 things to get them through the dark and help them 

see the light. 
 

Now 54 Articles may sound like a lot 

But if you take the time to read these works I can assure you that it is 

not. 
 

These rights are all deserved 

Giving future generations a platform to stand upon is work it. 

But a child shouldn't just be told they have these rights, 

They should be able to learn it. 
 

The core foundations for a good willed society 

But that means applying these Articles both publically and privately. 
 

Because what you don't realise 

Is that if you took a child and looked at them in their eyes 

They look behind your barriers and see through the lies. 
 

These are the people that will change the shape of the World. 

And if they don't get the best start in life then that will begin to unfurl 

Because you have the power to be the inspiration for a generation. 

You're in charge of our imagination 

A responsibility that doesn't need delegation. 
 

Most of these Articles don't require much concentration 

Because every child has the right to live 

And express their views rather than have them filtered like a sieve 

So damn the travel ban and the Taliban 

Stop censoring our voices cameraman! 

I've got the right to freedom of expressions, you've got yours too 

But we won't stand for your oppressions because we've got knowledge 

of Article 42 

United Nations Convention on 
Children's Rights 

By Callum Foster, Year 10 

On Tuesday 28 November Alex Bailey, Isaac Bosman, Joshua Russell, 
Jaden Lo-Watson, Adeyemi Adeboyejo, Alexander Tripp, Patrick Tyrrell 
and Jack Lees accompanied by Mr Williams and Mr Boyle were invited to 
Keble College at Oxford University to attend a series of seminars from 
several professors based around the central theme of the day,  
anthropology and archaeology. Upon arrival Dr. Foteini Dimirouli, an 
English Fellow at Keble College greeted us and the three other schools 
from Birmingham. Dr Morgan Clarke delivered a fascinating seminar on 
the key focuses of anthropology and the time he spent studying  
Lebanese law and how religion is involved in that. Dr Foteini then  
answered our questions about all aspects of the university experience, 
giving us an important insight into life at Oxford University. After a short 
tour of the College’s Chapel and facilities we were served lunch along 

side the students of Keble College in the stunning Keble College Hall 
which was a rather surreal experience. Our impressive surroundings 
were considered as a location for the Harry Potter dining hall and it is 
easy to see how that would have been possible. We then returned to the 
seminar rooms and received another informative seminar from Prof Tom 
Higham and Prof Chris Gosden about the exciting new advancements in 
archaeology happening only a few doors away from us. Once the final 
talks had finished we had a short walk through the picturesque city of 
Oxford to visit the Ashmolean museum. We handled items from Ancient 
Rome and were tasked to identify several antiquities’ origins, which was 
a fun way to finish an enthralling day. All students returned to Vesey with 
the inspiration the day bought and perhaps the motivation to one day to 
attend Keble College themselves.. Joshua Russell, 11G 

Performed in London to the National UNICEF Away Day 

Excellence in English 

Exploring Humanity: Past and Present at Keble College 

I was delighted to be able to pop in to the English Superstar lunch for 

Year 7 and 8 students. Well done to Ibrahim, Suleiman, Ethan, Ross, 

Dominic V-L, Ben, Saad, Harry, Theo, Alex, Viraj, Luke, Gigla, 

Charlie Cooper, Tadhg, Seth, Adri, Dom and Usairam.  Keep up 

the excellent work lads! 
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Shaggy Dogs Tea Party 
On Wednesday 12 July, due to the expert organisational skills of Sheila Randon and John Whittaker, another hugely successful gathering of 

Old Veseyans took place in the delightful gardens of Peter and Sheila Randons’ Streetly home.  The day began with a tour of the school and a visit 

to the Memorial Ground at Veseyans Rugby Club.  The Tea Party this year was attended by Michael Billington, who had travelled from South 

Africa, his first visit to the UK in 60 years! 

l-r Graham Luck, John Walker, John Langley, Mike 

Belman, Roger Hawkes, Len Cox, Phil Baker, John 

Whittaker and John Darlaston (seated) 

Sophie Lloyd, David Isgrove (OV) and  

William Hennessy 

Mr Tom Wilson was the most 

senior Old Veseyan present.  
He attended the school from 

1929 until 1939 

As part of our Lower Sixth enrichment programme, two of our students  

Phoebe Benson and Aimee Shorthouse have been working with the 

Square Peg Foundation, which supports children and adults with a range of 

additional needs worldwide. One of their projects they have been turning a 

mobile sensory unit (inside a Luton van) into a Santa’s grotto. As the picture 

shows, this was spectacularly successful. Phoebe and Aimee will now be  

collaborating with our students from Years 7,8 and 9 to produce a sensory 

wall for the charity.     

The Square Peg Foundation 

(https://www.squarepegfoundation.org.uk/) 

Celebrating Community 

Welcome Back 

We have welcomed back many OVs this term,  

including Richard Baker (OV 1980), former CEO of 

Asda and Boots. 

Friday 2 February in Big School - 7:00pm, £55 per ticket (includes three course 

meal).  To book your place, please contact b.davies@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

Sixth Form Enrichment 

https://www.squarepegfoundation.org.uk/
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Netball Champions 

Attain Travel is a proud sponsor of Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School Sports 

Team Vesey at National 
Cross-Country Finals 

A big thank you to David Griffiths for this wonderful photo of Team Vesey 

at Sevenoaks School for the National Cross-Country Finals. Our boys 

came 10th in the country – wow.  

Individual placings were:  Jack Wakefield (37th), Ethan Patel (41st), 

George O'Connor (45th), Theo Kearns (93rd) and Jamal Rahman 

(133rd) ! An excellent result 

Junior Rugby Tour to Ireland 

What a fantastic tour Year 8 and 9 enjoyed to Ireland in October half 

term. Thank you to Mr Whiting and the team for masterminding the 

operation. 

Chess and DebatingSuccess 

The chess team have scored convincing wins over Solihull School 

and Queen Mary’s Walsall. Meanwhile, our Year 10 debaters  

(Sam Gill and Matthew McLaughlan) performed very  

creditably against Sixth Form opposition in the English Speaking 

Union Mace at Repton. 

Snapshots of South America 2017 : 
Senior Rugby Tour 

Thank you to Mr Whiting and the team for an extraordinary three week tour of Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay 

Congratulations to our Netballers for becoming County 

Champions for the fifth successive year.  An unparalleled 

achievement by any other sport at BVGS.  A big thank you to 

Mrs Clarke, Mrs Nimmo and Mrs Parize for their  

support.  Next stop Regionals.  Can we qualify for the  

National Finals again?  Watch this space! 



http://www.bvgs.co.uk/alumni/alumni-community 

Page 8 

Michaelmas Term 2017 

How's your imagination ?  Good? I'm glad.  Be-

cause we're going to put it to work starting 

right now.  I want you to see your future.   

Parents, I want you to see your son's future.  I 

think you're picturing a bright one, a future with 

an amazing education, great friends and endless 

opportunities.  These have been the highlight of 

my experience here at Bishop Vesey's Grammar 

School. 

I only recently finished Year 7, but already, I feel 

as though I am a part of this school community.  

I come into school every day and there really is 

an atmosphere of energy and ambition. 

You can also quickly make close friendships in 
and out of your house (White, Blue, Gold, Red 
and Purple) due to the numerous opportunities, 
both sport related and otherwise from your 
more conventional Rugby and Chess Club to 
some more atypical clubs like Young Chefs, 

Strategy Board Games and Rowing, there's 
something for everyone!  Another think BVGS 
taught me was tenacity.  I remember seeing a 
notice for Rowing and I thought to myself 'I 
want to be able to do that' and so I signed up to 
try it.  We started off indoors on the rowing 
machines.  It was hard.  It was really hard.  We 
were a group of about 8 and most us had never 
seen a rowing machine before.  It was tiring and 
intense for all of us and we got blisters on our 
hands.  But there was something about what we 
would be able to achieve if we persevered, so 
we pushed harder and harder until one lesson 
we were lining up, ready for another hour of 
strenuous rowing and our teacher came out and 
said ' I think you're all ready so next lesson 
we're going to the lake!'.  That was one of the 
best feelings ever.  The feeling of achieving 
something after you've put so much effort into 

it and I want every single pupil at BVGS to  
experience that feeling! 

Victor Hugo said 

'The future has 

many names: For 

the weak, it means 

the unattainable.  

For the fearful, it 

means the un-

known. For the 

courageous, it 

means opportunity. 

So be one of those 

courageous people 

and grab the opportunities here at  

Bishop Vesey's Grammar School! 

Ibrahim Abdalla, Y8 

Our Corporate Partnerships programme continues to grow 

with nine new partners joining since September. If you need a 

product or service, please consider using our partners, as in 

many cases, there is a financial benefit to the school for doing 

so. Please also make sure that you mention your link when 

ordering, as you may be able to access a special rate. The 

partnership has held two networking events. Thank you to 

Walmley Golf Club for hosting the Speed Networking in  

September and to OV2010 Bilal Ahmad who was our guest 

speaker at our second event in November (above). As a result 

of the growth of our partnership we have been shortlisted for 

the Sutton Coldfield Business of the Year in January. Thank 

you to Development Director Brian Davies, School Business 

and Finance Director Graham Swindells and Development 

Assistant Joe Williams for their continued work in this area.  

Corporate Partnerships Celebrating 500 Years of Excellence 

The future is bright for  

Bishop Vesey’s Grammar 

School (BVGS). Thanks to 

the generous support of 

our inspiring friend Clive  

Richards OBE, DL, OV, 

the School held a reception 

at the breathtaking venue of 

the Reform Club on Pall 

Mall to discuss exciting 

options for the future of 

our School. Thank you also 

to Clive for chairing the 

event. What is wonderful 

was how well received this 

was by the Old Veseyans 

present. Exciting times 

ahead as we discuss the 

future further with our 

stakeholders in 2018.  

Lord Mayor's Visit 

Wishing you a courageous New Year 

It was wonderful to welcome The Lord Mayor of Birmingham to BVGS on 1 December.  The 

Lord Mayor is a former Vesey parent and Governor.  She was delighted to visit Year 8  

Assembly which was led by Miss Hearn, Deputy Headteacher and Miss Steadman,  

Assistant Headteacher, on the theme of ‘World Aids Day’, along with the Chair of  

Governors, Dr Craggs.  The Lord Mayor declared herself to be very impressed indeed with 

the School and our students and staff. 

Card design by  

Adam Hurley 7B 


