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Dominic Robson, Headteacher

Mind sports like debating develop 
leadership, independence and resilience

In September 2012, I became the Headteacher of a school 
considered by Ofsted to be Good. Over the past four years, 
we at Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School have relentlessly and 

systematically sought to deliver a vision of inspiration and 
excellence, both inside and outside the classroom, for every 
single one of our students.

‘The Vesey Experience’: inspiration and excellence

Graded outstanding by OFSTED in 2014, we are committed to maintaining that 
status and aspire to be a world class school in every respect. For the past four 
years, we have been consistently ranked in the top 50 state schools nationally in 
the Sunday Times Parent Power League Table, based on performance in GCSE and 
‘A’ level examinations. Every year virtually all Sixth Formers go onto university and 
between 70-75% progress to the top Russell Group institutions.

Building leadership, independence and resilience

At the same time, our students benefit from a breath-taking academic enrichment 
and extra-curricular programme, which develops character. Whether on the 
stage, in mind sports such as chess and debating or amazing adventures provided 
through the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, World Challenge or a plethora of 
national and international trips, it is wonderful to see students developing their 
leadership skills and independence and resilience. The arts play an important part 
in the life of our school with every boy from Year 7 having an entitlement to learn 
a musical instrument, sing in the choir, take part in creative writing workshops and 
perform in a play. 
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We also offer an outstanding range 

of sporting opportunities before and 

after school and at weekends: rugby, 

hockey, basketball, table tennis, cross-

country, cricket, tennis and rowing.

Inspirational teaching 
and outstanding learning

What has been central to developing 

our vision is building a team of 

teachers who have a strong expertise 

in their subjects and enjoy working 

with young people. Our training 

programme has been focussed on 

supporting our talented staff to 

become even better teachers. This 

strength of the school has been 

recognised by our students.

Academic excellence, a spirit 
of enquiry and curiosity

A key feature of the school’s vision is to 

develop a spirit of enquiry and curiosity 

in every student. We do this through 

our lessons but also through a vast 

range of academic challenges. Whether 

it be the school House Debating or 

national Maths Challenges, Chemistry 

Olympiads, Business Challenges or 
indeed Modern Foreign Language 
Spelling Bees, our students love the 
opportunity to test themselves in a 
competition. We also have a number 
of academic societies for all years run 
by students. So whether students are 
interested in Engineering, Medicine 
or Politics, their spirit of enquiry and 
curiosity can be stimulated.

A centre of excellence for STEM

In June 2014, the Governing Body, 
responding to the popularity of 
our school, decided to increase the 
number of our school places. To 
accommodate our new students, 
we took the opportunity to update 
our facilities. We embarked on fund-
raising and were also awarded £2 
million from the EFA. The result was 
the new Richards-Randon STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) Block, a 16 classroom 
block, which opened in December 
2016, with its very own robotics suite. 
This is a superb facility which supports 
the aspirations of our students to 
study STEM at the top universities. 

The teaching 
at Vesey is 
exemplary. It is 
because of my 
teachers that 
I have 
developed real 
passions for my 
subjects. 
I loved my 
studies and 
I think that is 
very important 
Sebastian Heley, 
Old Veseyan 2008-15

“

“
Our students benefit 
from a breath-taking 
academic enrichment 
and extra-curricular 
programme, which 
develops character
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Already, this resource has stimulated 
new enrichment activities for students, 
from weather balloon launches to 
competing in VEX Robotics contests.

Taking mental health seriously

One of the key challenges that all 
schools face is the increasing problem 
of mental health issues. In 2013 we 
were the first school in the Midlands 
to sign up to the ‘Time to change’ 
campaign, to end mental health 
discrimination. We then established 
our own, externally trained, student 
mental health ambassador team, who 
give awareness-raising assemblies 
about looking after our mental health 
to our students and to students from 
local primary schools. The students 
also, with our excellent designated 
senior lead, Kate Steadman, run 
an information evening on mental 
health for our parents/carers. Our 
outstanding work in this area led to 
the OFSTED judgement that we are, 
“A pioneer in developing students’ 
understanding of mental health 
issues.” It has also led us to be 
identified as a lead school for mental 
health in Birmingham as part of the 
Birmingham Education Partnership’s 
NewStart programme.

We are also taking the mental health 
of our staff seriously. We have a 
staff welfare policy and a committee, 
which looks at ways in we as a school 
can maximise the well-being and 
effectiveness of our talented staff. In 
a tougher funding environment, this 
work is very important indeed for the 
sustainability of the quality we offer as 
a school.

An entrepreneurial spirit

Funding challenges have also led us 
to develop an entrepreneurial spirit. 
A member of staff, who is an Old 
Veseyan, has volunteered for the role 
of Development Manager. He has 
established 20 corporate partnerships, 
worth £40,000 to the school. 
This allows corporate partners to 
positively engage with the school for 
mutual benefit.

Inspiration and Excellence

Bishop Vesey’s Grammar School will be 
500 years old in 2027. By delivering an 
outstanding Vesey experience and by 
taking our students, staff and financial 
sustainability seriously, our future 
looks bright.

A pioneer in 
developing 
students’ 
understanding 
of mental 
health issues 
OFSTED, 2014

“ “

Our school has a much 
deserved, excellent 
reputation for our 
sporting and music 
provision


