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GCSE Parental Handbook 

Contents 

 

This handbook is designed for parents whose sons are studying for their GCSEs. Each 

department has provided a breakdown of how their course is structured with the intention 

that parents have a greater understanding of what it expected of their son during Years 10 

and 11. (Please note that students began studying GCSE Chemistry, Physics and Biology in 

Year 9.) This handbook gives details of topics the students study, homework activities and 

the timing of exams. Each department has also provided information relating to how you can 

support your son at home and what additional help there is available to students. These have 

been broken down into the following headings: Topics covered: how we assess the progress 

of pupils; keeping up with and extending subject knowledge; and useful websites.  

 

Exam Board Information and changes to GCSE page 4 

Subject Exam Specifications page 5 

Art page 7 

Biology page 8 

Business Studies page 10 

Chemistry page 12 
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Design and Technology page 15 
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Geography page 19 
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History page 21 

Mathematics page 23 

Music page 25 

PE page 27 

Physics page 28 

Religious Studies page 30 

Spanish page 31 
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Changes to GCSE 

Following OFQUAL’s announcement in December 2011, a number of changes were made to GCSE 

qualifications: 

 All GCSEs will now be linear in structure. This means that your son will not sit modules during Year 

10. All exams will now be sat in May/June of Year 11. This does not affect Controlled Assessments 

which will be sat throughout Years 10 and 11. Specific times for each subject can be found in the 

subject specific information.  

 GCSE English Literature, Geography, History and Religious Studies will now include a requirement 

for spelling, punctuation and grammar. This means that extra marks will be awarded to students who 

demonstrate accuracy and precision within their extended writing.  

 

Exam Board Information 

 

AQA 

www.aqa.org.uk 

Tel: 0161 953 1180  

e-mail: mailbox@aqa.org.uk 

 

OCR 

www.ocr.org.uk  

Tel: 01223 553998  

 Email: general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk 

 

Edexcel 

www.edexcel.com 

Tel: 0845 618 0440 

Email: students@pearson.com 

 

WJEC 

www.wjec.co.uk 

Tel: 029 2026 5000 

Email: info@wjec.co.uk 

 

New GCSE Grades 

 Only in Maths and English, all other subjects will use A*, A, B, etc. as before 

 Maths and English will use grades 1 to 9 with 9 being the best grade achievable 

 All assessments and reports from September 2015 will show grades 1 to 9 for Maths and English and 

grades A* to E for all other subjects 

 

Sixth Form Entrance Requirements 

 Will not change before summer 2017 i.e. our cohorts GCSE examinations 

 54 points over best 8 subjects including passes in Maths and English 

 Sixth form entry for 2017 is a points system.  

 Points are awarded for GCSE levels achieved in English and Mathematics (grade 9 = 9 points, grade 

8 = 8 points, etc.) plus the best 6 grades achieved in other full course GCSE subjects. (A*=9, A=7, 

B=6, C=5, D=4, E=3) 
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 A minimum score of 54 points will be required to gain entry to Sixth Form.  Note that effectively 

there is a “bonus” point for an A* grade to encourage the very highest effort from students. Students 

could enter sixth form with (for example): 

o Grade 7 in Maths, grade 7 in English, 4As and 2Bs  = 54 points 

o Grade 9 in Maths, grade 8 in English, 1A*s, 2As and 3Bs  = 58 points 

 A minimum of an A-grade in the (related) subjects to be studied at A-Level is still required. For 

example: in order to study History at A-Level, the student would be required to achieve an A* or an 

A grade in GCSE History. A-Level Maths or English will require a grade 7. 

 Year 10 should be doing an average of 2 hours of homework and private study per night.  

 RA (recent assessment) and OCF (on course for) will appear on your sons report, along with his 

target grades and commitment score.  

 Year 10 and 11 can be stressful for students. This is normal! Look out for signs and encourage your 

son to discuss any concerns with you and/or an adult at school. 

 Staff can be contacted by email (firstinitial.surname@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk) or you can 

telephone 0121 250 5400 

 There are lots of opportunities at BVGS in Year 10. Work Experience and Duke of Edinburgh are 

two of them! 

 Encourage your son to be proactive in organising their work experience placements. They need to 

have this sorted by December 2015.  
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Subject Exam Specifications 

 

Subject    Exam Board Specification Code 

Art OCR J160 

Biology AQA 4411 

Business Studies OCR J253 

Chemistry AQA 4421 

Computer Science Edexcel 1CPO 

Design and Technology Edexcel 2GR01 

English Literature AQA 4712 

English Language AQA 4707 

French Edexcel 2FR01 

Geography AQA 4032 

German OCR J731 

History OCR J417 

Mathematics Edexcel 1MA0H 

Music OCR J535 

Physics AQA 4451 

Religious Studies WJEC 4450SA 

Spanish Edexcel 2SP01 
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GCSE Art and Design 

Head of Department: Miss J Heer 

 

OCR GCSE Art and Design: Unendorsed option: 

Unit 1: Controlled Assessment Portfolio. Worth 60% of overall grade 

Unit 2: OCR-Set Task. Worth 40% of overall grade  

 

Year 10-Year Overview 

 Natural Forms Painting/Drawing/Printmaking/ Sculpture-Autumn to Spring Term 

 Art Mock Examination-Spring Term 

 Begin Controlled Assessment Portfolio-Summer Term. Theme: To be confirmed 

 

Year 11-Year Overview 

 Controlled Assessment Portfolio-Autumn Term 

 OCR-Externally Set Task-Spring Term 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Your work will be assessed on the following criteria. You are expected to: 

• A01-DEVELOP  

Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical 

and critical understanding. (25 marks) 

• A02-EXPERIMENT 
Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques 

and processes. (25 marks) 

• A03-RECORD 
Record ideas, observations & insights relevant to your intentions, in visual/other forms.  (25 marks) 

• A04-PRESENT  
Present a personal response, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical 

understanding, realising intentions and where appropriate making connections between visual, written, 

oral or other elements. (25 marks) 

 

How do we assess pupil progress? 

1. Homework will be set once a week in accordance with the school’s homework timetable 

2. Core assessments take place once per half term and students are given targets to work towards 

3. Peer and self-assessments are an integral part of the Art GCSE course 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 Check homework log sheet and planning sheets regularly 

 Familiarise yourself with key dates and deadlines 

 Insist your child spends a minimum of 30-40 minutes on each Art homework 

 Encourage them to see Art in the flesh! Visit local art galleries, museums and exhibitions 

 Invest in a digital camera that they can use to record primary images relating to their project theme 

 Proof read written work 

 Talk to them about their work 

 Support compulsory afterschool club sessions which take place each Thursday 3:30-5:00pm in Rm 26 

 Understand Art, career pathways i.e. How your child can become the next architect: Sir Norman Foster 

 Attend our annual Art exhibition of G.C.S.E and A-Level work in June/July- Look ahead and know the 

standard of work expected  

 Contact the Art department by phone or by email: j.heer@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

 

Useful Websites: 

www.artcyclopedia.com  www.arthistory.about.com  www.artlex.com  

 Please be aware that most art galleries and museums do offer virtual tours and a wealth of information 

and resources online. 

mailto:j.heer@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://www.arthistory.about.com/
http://www.artlex.com/
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 iGCSE Biology 

Head of Department: Mrs H. Perera 

 

The iGCSE Biology is examined in two papers of 1hour 30 minutes each.  

 

Topics covered 

 

Yr9 – already covered 

 

1. Cell activity 

2. Cell division, differentiation and organization 

3. Carbohydrates, lipids, proteins and enzymes  

4. Human Biology – Breathing 

 

Yr 10 

 
5.   Human Biology – Circulation and digestion 

6. Nervous coordination 

7. Homeostasis 

8. Defending ourselves against disease 

9. Plants as organisms 

10. Variation and inheritance 

 

Yr 11 

 
11. Genetic manipulation 

12. Adaptation and interdependence 

13. Environmental change and the distribution of organisms 

14. Human population and pollution 

15. Evolution 

16. Energy and biomass in food chains and natural cycles 

 

Textbook 

 

The pupils are not issued with a textbook. A textbook is available for use in lessons and a digital version is 

available at home via the Internet at http://www.kerboodle.com/users/login. The pupils have been given 

passwords etc. and know how to access the digital book; they should do so regularly at home to complete 

homework and for further reading. 

 

Coursework 

 

There is no coursework element for the iGCSE. 

 

How we assess the progress of pupils: 

 

1. Interim tests are delivered through the topics 

 

2. End of topic tests are taken at the end of each topic 

 

3. Homework will be set once per week 

 

4. Peer assessment and group work is done, with constant formative and summative feedback given 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 

 

 We recommend that students read through their notes before each lesson as a recap to work undertaken 

http://www.kerboodle.com/users/login
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 Biology Clinic runs every Tuesday before school. This is a drop-in clinic for pupils who are struggling 

with work and wish to seek extra help 

 

 CGP AQA Biology revision guides are recommended for extra reading or catching up on missed work  

 

 It is vital that pupils see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they will need to catch up on missed work 

 

 We coach pupils on making thorough revision notes for tests and examinations using their revision 

guides and text books. It is important that pupils learn and practice these skills early on in the course 

Improving examination skills 

We recommend that pupils enhance their examination skills through extra GCSE past paper question 

practice. A bank of past papers and mark schemes from previous years is available for pupils to download 

from the Science folder on the shared area of the school network. 

More material is available at home via the VLE. 

The skills we focus on include: 

1. Structuring of written answers 

2. Question interpretation 

3. Understanding of science 

4. Independent study 

5. Data processing skills  

 

 

Useful websites 

 

New AQA GCSE Biology Specification (what the students need to know for their module) 

http://store.aqa.org.uk/sciencelab/AQA-BIOL-W-SP.PDF 

 

AQA Science Lab (the latest news and resources for the new AQA science specification) 

http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/ 

 

Online past papers  

http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/resourcezone/biology-resources.php 

 

GCSE BBC Bitesize  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ 

 

http://store.aqa.org.uk/sciencelab/AQA-BIOL-W-SP.PDF
http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/
http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/resourcezone/biology-resources.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/


 10 

GCSE Business Studies 

Head of Department:  Miss C Lawson 

 

Topics covered: 

(OCR GCSE Business Studies J253) 

The GCSE in Business Studies is made up of three mandatory units.  

Unit A291 is worth 25% and is the controlled assessment and this is done at the end of year 10 and 

completed in the autumn term of year 11. 

Unit A292, is worth 25% and is examined at the end of year 11.   

The final unit A293 worth 50% is also assessed at the end of year 11.  

 

Unit A291 Marketing and Enterprise    

25% of the total GCSE marks.  

This unit will be internally assessed and externally moderated (Controlled Assessment).   

 

Marketing  

 Market research and data collection  

 The marketing mix  

 Marketing in the wider business environment  

 

Enterprise  

 Enterprise and the entrepreneur  

 The business plan  

 

Unit A292 Business and People     

25% of the total GCSE marks 

This unit is externally assessed (unseen examination).  

 

The structure of business activity 

 The need for business activity 

 Business ownership, trading organisations, growth and location 

 

The workforce in business 

 Employment and retention 

 Organisation and communication 

 

Unit A293 Production, Finance and the External Business Environment  

This unit is externally assessed (examination based on pre-released case study stimulus material).  

50% of the total GCSE marks  1 hr 30 mins written paper  90 marks 

  

Using and managing resources to produce goods and services  

 Types of production methods  

 Management and control of production  

 Production costs  

 

Financial information and decision making  

 Sources of finance  

 Financial forecasting and analysis  

 

External influences on business activity  

 The competitive environment  

 Environmental influences and business ethics  

 Government and the UK economy  

 Globalisation and UK business  
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How do we assess the progress of students: 

 Pupils have regular assessment tests to familiarise them with the subject content and style for the 

examination papers.  

 Lessons will include practise of some extended writing questions using writing frames to help them 

develop their written answers.  

 There is regular peer and self-assessment throughout the entire GCSE course to enable students to rectify 

any weaknesses they may have.  

 Completing past exam questions is vital for students to practice their exam technique in particularly in 

applying their answers to different case studies. These are available from the department or from the 

OCR website.  

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 We recommend that students consolidate and read through their notes and class work after the lesson 

 Looking out for the business sections on the news and in media websites, is an excellent way for keeping 

up to date with the ever changing world of business 

 Reading a good quality newspaper every week will keep students up to date with events that may affect 

business 

 

Improving examination skills: 

We recommend that students enhance their examination skills through extra GCSE past paper question 

practice. Past papers are available from the department or from the OCR website. Writing these answers in 

exam conditions and practicing how long to spend on each question is really excellent practice.  

 

Useful websites: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-business-studies-j253-from-2012 (exam board/past papers) 

www.thetimes.co.uk Make sure you look under the business tab! 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/business  

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-business-studies-j253-from-2012
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
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GCSE Chemistry 

Head of Department:  Dr. M. John 

 

Topics covered Years 9-11 

 

Chemistry C1 (25%) 

 Fundamental Ideas 

 Rocks and Building Materials 

 Metals and their Uses 

 Crude Oil and fuels 

 Products from Oil 

 Plant Oils 

 Our Changing Planet 

 

Chemistry C2 (25%) 

 Structure and Bonding 

 Structure and Properties 

 How Much? 

 Rates and Energy 

 Salts and Electrolysis 

 

Chemistry C3 (25%) 

 The Periodic Table 

 Water 

 Energy Calculations 

 Analysis and Synthesis 

 Organic Chemistry 

 

Chemistry C4 (25%) 

In this unit, students use a range of practical skills and knowledge in one investigation chosen from those 

supplied by AQA. The investigations are based on topics in the specification. 

Students will 

 use their knowledge and understanding to pose scientific questions and define scientific problems 

 plan and carry out investigative activities, including appropriate risk management, in a range of contexts 

 collect, select, process, analyse and interpret both primary and secondary data to provide evidence 

 evaluate their methodology, evidence and data. 

 

How we assess the progress of pupils: 

1. An end of topic test is carried out for each topic 

 

2. Homework will be set once per week 

 

3. Formal peer assessed activities are carried out three times a year 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 We recommend that students read through their notes before each lesson as a recap to work undertaken 

 

 Chemistry Clinic runs every Thursday before school (8.15-8.45am). This is a drop-in clinic for pupils 

who are struggling with work and wish to seek extra help 

 

 CGP AQA Chemistry revision guides are recommended for extra reading or catching up on missed 

work. These will be available half price from the Chemistry Department at the start of the year. 

 

 It is vital that pupils see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they will need to catch up on missed work 
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 We coach pupils on making thorough revision notes for tests and examinations using their revision 

guides and text books. It is important that pupils learn and practice these skills early on in the course. 

 

Improving examination skills: 

We recommend that pupils enhance their examination skills through extra GCSE past paper question 

practice. A bank of past papers and mark schemes from previous years is available for pupils to download 

from the Science folder on the shared area of the school network.  

 

The skills we focus on include: 

1. Structuring of written answers 

2. Question interpretation 

3. Understanding of science 

4. Independent study 

5. Data processing skills  

 

Useful Websites 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/chemistry/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience         
http://vle.bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk/moodle/ 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/chemistry/
http://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience
http://vle.bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk/moodle/
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GCSE Computer Science 

Head of Department:  Mr J D Semple 

 

Topics covered: 

(Edexcel GCSE Computer Science 1CPO) 

The GCSE in Computer Science is made up of two mandatory units.  

Unit 1CPO/01 is worth 75% and is examined at the end of year 11.   

Unit 1CPO/2A is worth 25% and is the controlled assessment and this is prepared at the end of year 10 and 

completed in the autumn term of year 11. 

 

Unit 1CPO/01 Principles of Computer Science     

75% of the total GCSE marks 

This unit is externally assessed (unseen examination).  

 Understanding of what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work; ability to interpret, 

amend and create algorithms. 

 Understanding of binary representation, data representation, data storage and compression, encryption 

and databases; ability to use SQL to insert, amend and extract data stored in a structured database. 

 Understanding of components of computer systems; ability to construct truth tables, produce logic 

statements and read and interpret fragments of assembly code. 

 Understanding of computer networks, the internet and the World Wide Web; ability to use HTML and 

CSS to construct web pages. 

 Awareness of emerging trends in computing technologies, the impact of computing on individuals, 

society and the environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues. 

 

Unit 1CPO/2A Practical Programming    

25% of the total GCSE marks.  

This unit will be internally assessed and externally moderated (Controlled Assessment).   

This is a practical ‘making task’ that enables students to demonstrate their computational techniques using 

the Python programming language. Students will: 

 decompose problems into sub-problems 

 create original algorithms or work with algorithms produced by others 

 design, write, test, and evaluate programs. 

 

How do we assess the progress of pupils: 

 Pupils have regular assessment tests to familiarise them with the subject content and style for the 

examination papers.  

 There is regular peer and self-assessment throughout the entire GCSE course to enable students to rectify 

any weaknesses they may have.  

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 We recommend that students consolidate and read through relevant VLE material after the lesson 

 Working through programming challenges in Python at home 

 Encourage them to explore the Python programming language and set their own goals and projects 

 All the resources from the Computing department are available on the school’s VLE. 

 

Improving examination skills: 

We recommend that pupils enhance their examination skills through extra GCSE past paper question 

practise.  Past papers are available from the department’s VLE or from the Edexcel website. Writing these 

answers in exam conditions and practicing how long to spend on each question is greatly beneficial.   

 

Useful websites: 

http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/ 

http://www.codecademy.com/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty 

http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/
http://www.codecademy.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty
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GCSE Design and Technology: Graphic Products 

 

Topics covered: 

GCSE: Edexcel Graphic Products  

During the course pupils will complete 2 major portfolios, the first must demonstrate research, design and 

development skills, including hand and computer aided drawings. The final design will be developed using 

drawing and simple modelling techniques. The second portfolio provides a detailed account pictorially and 

annotated for the production a range of “graphic product” practical outcomes set by the school. The practical 

projects are designed to enable students to show a range of skills across a range of materials and they must 

do this independently and with precision and high levels of accuracy to achieve the highest marks. All of 

this work is set and marked by the department and moderated externally by the exam board and accounts for 

60% of the final grade.  

The final 40% is gained from the terminal exam at the end of the course; this is based partly on knowledge 

gained from completing the coursework but more specifically from the following topics: 

Materials and components, Industrial  and commercial processes, Analysing products, Designing products, 

Technology, Sustainability and Ethical design and manufacture. 

 

The Key Skills for GCSE Design and Technology 

 High Level Research Skills, Detailed consideration of existing products styling and questionnaires. 

 Development of technical specifications 

 High Level design skills including Use of 3D sketching and rendering techniques both hand and 

computer based 

 High level evaluative skills, including use of others opinions to inform decision making 

 Development work based on own and external experiences and opinions 

 Simple modelling techniques using Styrofoam or card. 

 Use of Techsoft, Prodesktop and Photoshop Elements software packages.  

 Creativity, flair and entrepreneurialism 

 High level knowledge skills, precision and accuracy in a wide range of graphic product materials 

including card development (Net) work, Resistant Material modelling (MDF and Plastics) and Graphic 

design 

 Testing and Evaluating methods for final products 

 Health and Safety for machinery in the workshop 

 Risk assessments for machinery 

 Consideration of sustainability (4 R’s) throughout their thinking both design and practical activities. 

 

How do we assess progress of pupils? 

1. Homework is set once a week in accordance with the school’s homework policy 

2. Exam style questions are used within the department to prepare students for their examination 

3. Use of peer and self-assessment occurs throughout the coursework stage of the GCSE course 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 

All students are highly recommended to buy a copy of the text book: Title: Edexcel GCSE: 

Design and Technology: Graphic Products Student Book. By Jon Atwood ISBN: 978-1-84690-754-8 

It is written by the examiners and covers all topic areas required. 

Improving exam skills 

We recommend that all students complete past exam questions. Past papers are available from the 

department, the Edexcel website. Writing these answers in exam conditions and practicing how long to 

spend on each question is really excellent practice. 

 

Useful websites 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/ 

http://www.design-technology.info/cwhelp/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/
http://www.design-technology.info/cwhelp/
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*New Specification* GCSE English Language and Literature 

Head of Department:  Mrs R.Haywood 

 

Exam board: 

Your son will complete the NEW SPECIFICATION for both AQA GCSE English and AQA English 

Literature courses.  Both courses will be assessed for the first time in Summer 2017.   

 

GCSE English Language 

Key changes: 

 No controlled assessments or coursework 

 Two examinations at the end of Year 11 

 No prepared texts 

 GCSE graded 9-1 rather than A*-G 

 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes 50% 80 marks 

Section A: Reading 

One unseen extract from a fiction text 

1 short form question (4 marks) 

2 longer form questions (8 marks each) 

1 extended question (20 marks) 

Section B: Writing 

Descriptive or narrative task  

1 extended writing task (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes 50% 80 marks 

Section A: Reading 

One unseen non-fiction text & one unseen literary non-fiction text 

1 short form question (4 marks) 

2 longer form questions (8 marks & 12 marks) 

1 extended question (16 marks) 

Section B: Writing 

Presenting a viewpoint 

1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 

GCSE English Literature: 

 

Key changes: 

 No controlled assessments or coursework 

 Closed book examinations 

 GCSE graded 9-1 rather than A*-G 
 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes 40% 64 marks 

Section A: Shakespeare 

Study whole text (Macbeth) 

Closed book examination 

Answer 1 question – close analysis of an extract and discussion of the whole play  

30 marks + 4 marks for SPAG 

Section B: C19th novel  

Study whole text (Jekyll & Hyde) 

Closed book examination 

Answer 1 question – close analysis of an extract and discussion of the whole play 

30 marks 
 

Paper 2: 2 hour 15 mins, 60%, 96 marks 
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Section A: Modern fiction 

Study whole text (An Inspector Calls) 

Closed book examination 

Answer 1 question based on character or theme from a choice of two 

30 marks + 4 SPAG 

Section B: Poetry 

Study 15 poems from an anthology 

Comparison question using 1 named poem and the choice of another from the collection  

Closed book examination (named poem will be printed on question paper) 

30 marks 

Section C: Unseen Poetry 

2 unseen poems 

1 question about the first unseen poem 

1 question comparing the two unseen poems 

32 marks 

 

How we assess the progress of pupils: 

1. Homework is set in accordance with the school’s homework policy 

2. Exam style questions are used within the department to prepare students for their examination including 

several mock exams in class to monitor progress 

3. Students are given time in class to improve their responses using teacher targets 

4. Peer and self-assessment are used throughout the GCSE course to enable students to rectify any 

weaknesses they may have  

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 

 We recommend that students consolidate their learning by reading and revising their class work 

 Reading both fiction and non-fiction texts can help students gain a greater appreciation of literature and 

extend their contextual knowledge of a particular topic. For example understanding the contexts when 

reading ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ and studying ‘An Inspector Calls’. 

 Getting students to watch film or stage versions of texts can also enable them to broaden their own 

interpretations of novels and plays.  

 Remembering that 100% assessment for both Language and Literature takes place at the end of Year 11, 

students should make and keep class and homework notes neat and accessible.  It will be essential to 

return to work completed throughout Year 10 and Y11 at the end of the course.   

 

 

More details about this course are available from Mrs R. Haywood 

(R.Haywood@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk)  

 

Useful websites 
www.aqa.org.uk 

www.gcsebitesize.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:R.Haywood@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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GCSE French 

Head of Department:  Mrs. L. Diprose 

Topics covered: 

The examination board for GCSE French is Edexcel. 

 Personal Information. 

 Home life and local area.  

 Health and sport. 

 Leisure and entertainment (includes online) 

 Travel and tourism (including local and abroad) 

 Future plans, education and work. 

Pupils are tested in the four skill areas; listening, reading, speaking and writing.   

The listening and reading papers are each worth 20% of the full GCSE and are taken at the end of Year 11.   

The writing and speaking examinations take the form of Controlled Assessments. These make up 60% of the 

final GCSE grade 

How do we assess the progress of pupils: 

1. Pupils undertake a formal assessment each half term. These cover a variety of skills and are usually 

composed of past Edexcel GCSE questions.  Following an assessment pupils are issued with targets which 

are written into their exercise books.  

2. Peer assessment and self assessment are an integral part of French studies across all year groups. 

3. Pupils also complete three speaking and three writing controlled assessments throughout the course.  The 

best two pieces of work for each skill are then submitted as part of the final GCSE examination.  

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 Websites (see list below) can be accessed at school or from home. 

 Newspapers and magazines are available in the languages department to help with vocabulary and 

grammar practice  

 It is vital that pupils learn vocabulary set and that they aim to keep a bank of the new words they come 

across themselves in their own studies. 

 Parents can help by support your son by discussing with them new language they have learnt and testing 

them on vocabulary. 

Useful Websites 

http://www.edexcel.com/Pages/Home.aspx (for course information) 

http://www.zut.org.uk/ (available after 4pm Monday to Friday, and at weekends) 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/  

http://www.lesclesjunior.com/  

http://www.wordreference.com 

http://www.edexcel.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.zut.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/
http://www.lesclesjunior.com/
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GCSE Geography  

Head of Department:  Mr. E. Godwin 

 

Topics covered: 

Your son will complete: AQA GCSE Geography Specification A 

 

Paper 1: Physical Geography 

This makes up 37.5% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11.  The topics covered are: 

 Restless Earth 

 Water on the Land 

 Ice on the Land 

Paper 2: Human Geography 

This makes up 37.5% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11.  The topics covered are: 

 Population 

 Development Gap 

 Globalisation 

 

These topics are taught during year 10, with the exception of Development Gap which will be taught 

in the Spring term of Year 11. 
 

Controlled Assessment: 
This makes up 25% of the overall grade and is examined between September and January of Year 11.  This 

is a river investigation which students undertake on a day fieldtrip in September and then have 16 hours to 

write up their report. 

 

How do we assess the progress of pupils? 

 At the end of each topic students complete an assessment. These are GCSE style questions and are 

marked to the GCSE mark scheme.  

 Peer and Self assessment take place throughout the course but particularly following end of topic 

assessments.  

 Homework is set once a week in accordance with the school’s homework policy.  

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 

 We recommend that students review and revise class work following lessons 

 It is important for your son to take an interest in geographical events such as Tsunami and Earthquakes. 

Reading a good quality newspaper will give your son excellent incite into the geographical impact, both 

physical and human, of these events 

 Travelling and taking an interest in different parts of the world will help your son extend his contextual 

knowledge of the world around him, whether that be the New Forest or New York! 

 

Useful websites 

www.aqa.org.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 

www.revisioncentre.co.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.revisioncentre.co.uk/
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GCSE German 

Head of Department:  Mr. R. Gotschel 

 

Topics covered: 

The examination board for GCSE German is OCR.  

 Home and local area  

Life in the home; friends and relationships.   Local area, facilities and getting around.  

 

 Health and sport  

Sport, outdoor pursuits and healthy lifestyle.  Food and drink as aspects of culture and health.  

 

 Leisure and entertainment  

Socialising, special occasions and festivals.   TV, films and music.  

 

 Travel and the wider world  

Holidays and exchanges.     Environmental, cultural and social issues.  

 

 Education and work  

School life in the UK and in the target language country or community.  

Work experience, future study and jobs, working abroad.  

 

Pupils are tested in the four skill areas; listening, reading, speaking and writing.  The listening and reading 

papers are each worth 20% of the full GCSE and are taken at the end of Year 11.  The writing and speaking 

examinations take the form of Controlled Assessments. These make up 60% of the final GCSE grade.  

How do we assess the progress of pupils? 

1. Pupils undertake at least one formal assessment per half term. These cover a variety of skills and are 

usually composed of past GCSE questions.  Following an assessment pupils are issued with targets 

which are written into their exercise books. 

2. Peer assessment and self assessment are an integral part of German studies across all year groups. 

3.   Pupils also complete three speaking and three writing controlled assessments throughout the course. The 

best two pieces of work for each skill are then submitted as part of the final GCSE examination.  

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 Homework is set in accordance with the school’s homework policy 

 Websites (see list below) can be accessed at school or from home and provide some excellent revision 

games as well as exam board materials 

 Newspapers and magazines are also available in the languages department to help with vocabulary and 

grammar practice.  

 It is vital that pupils learn vocabulary set and that they aim to keep a bank of the new words they come 

across themselves in their own studies. 

 Parents can help by support your son by discussing with them new language they have learnt and testing 

them on vocabulary 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk (for exam info, specimen papers & vocabulary list) 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/german 

http://www.klar.co.uk (user name & password provided by BVGS, accessible at home) 

http://www.linguascope.com (username & password provided by BVGS, accessible at home) 

http://www.leo.org (online dictionary) 

For help and advice outside of school hours please contact Mr Götschel on the following e-mail address: 

r.gotschel@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/german
http://www.klar.co.uk/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.leo.org/
mailto:r.gotschel@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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GCSE History  

Head of Department:  Mrs. H. Storey 

 

Topics covered: 

Your son will complete: OCR Modern World History B J418 (from 2013) 

 

Paper 1: A011 Aspects of International Relations with Depth Study Germany 1918-1945 

This makes up 45% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11.  

The topics covered: 

 

 Weimar Germany 1918-33 

 Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party 

 Hitler’s Consolidation of Power 

 Nazi Germany 1933-45 

 The Cold War including causes of the Cold War, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War 

 

These topics are all taught during the September to April of Year 10 

 

Controlled Assessment: A010 Russia 1905-1941 

This makes up 25% of the overall grade and is examined between September and November of Year 11. 

This is based on a depth study of the Russia between 1906 and 1945. A question is released in September of 

Year 11 and students have 8 hours of exam time to compose their response to this.  

 

Paper 2: A021 How far was British society changed 1890-1918? 

This makes up 30% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11 

The topics covered: 

 

 The Liberal Government Reforms 1906-1912 

 Female Suffrage 1906-1918 

 The Homefront during World War 1 

 

Paper 2 is a source based paper and comprises elements of subject knowledge and source skills.  

These are taught during the January of Year 11 

 

How do we assess progress of pupils: 

1. Homework is set in accordance with the school’s homework policy. This largely revolves around 

consolidating and extending contextual knowledge 

2. At the end of each topic area students complete an assessment. This is a past GCSE question and is 

marked to GCSE standards. These are all stored in a dedicated assessment book 

3. Peer and self-assessment are an integral part of all History lessons 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 It is vital that students review their learning after each lesson and are learning the contextual knowledge 

as they progress through the course- creating revision mindmaps for each topic is an excellent way to do 

this.  

 Completing past exam questions is vital for students to practice their exam technique. These are 

available from the department or from the OCR website:  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-history-b-modern-world-j418-from-2013/   

 Taking students to historical places of interest is a brilliant way of extending subject knowledge and 

developing a keen interest in all areas of History. 

 Discussing different sources of information with students will really help their analysis skills for 

example why different newspapers may present a news story in different ways. 

 Political and satirical cartoons are an excellent way for students to practice exam technique (but with a 

modern twist!) Try getting them to explain the message behind a cartoon or advert.  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-history-b-modern-world-j418-from-2013/
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 History Clinic runs on Friday from 1-1.40pm. Students can get 1:1 support with factual knowledge, 

understanding, exam technique and revision tips 

 A full revision programme tailored to the needs of Year 11 students begins in January of Year 11 

 

Useful websites  
www.activehistory.co.uk is an excellent website full of revision games and Historical entertainment! 

(username= thebishop password= history245) 

www.spartacus.schoolnet, www.johndclare.co.uk, www.schoolshistory.co.uk all provide excellent historical 

information that is easily accessible and perfectly designed to be included in assessments 

 

For help and advice outside of school hours please contact Mrs Storey on the following e-mail address: 

h.storey@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet/
http://www.johndclare.co.uk/
http://www.schoolshistory.co.uk/
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*New Specification* GCSE Mathematics 

Head of Department:  Miss. V. Green 

 

The New Mathematics GCSE  

The current year 10 will be the first year group who will be following the new GCSE specification.  

 

Examination board:  Edexcel  

Course Code:   1MA1  

Tier of Entry:   Higher (covering grades 4 – 9) 

 

The table below illustrates the topic areas covered in this qualification and the topic area weightings for the 

assessment of the Higher tier. 

 

Tier Topic area Weighting 

Higher 

Number 12–18% 

Algebra 27–33% 

Ratio, Proportion and Rates 
of change 

17–23% 

Geometry and Measures 17–23% 

Statistics & Probability 12–18% 

  

The assessment consists of three written papers each containing a range of question types and taken at the 

end of year 11. Paper 1 is non calculator. A calculator is allowed in both papers 2 and 3. Each paper is: 

 1 hour and 30 minutes in length 

 Worth 33.3 % of the GCSE 

 Has 80 marks available 

 

Grading 

The new higher tier will cover 6 grades instead of 5 allowing for more differentiation at the top end of 

grades. Previously 25% of questions were targeted at A/A*, but now 50% of questions in each paper are 

targeted at the equivalent grades 7 – 9. 

 

Old System New System   

A* 9 Top 20% of A/A* marks  

A/A* 8   
A 7   

B 6 Top two thirds of B 
marks 

 

B/C 5 Top third of C 
marks/bottom third of 
B marks 

 

C 4 Bottom two thirds of C 
marks 

 

 

How we assess progress of pupils 

1. Pupils are set in Year 10 mainly based on the Year 9 examination results. The end of Year 10 assessment is 

used as a basis for reviewing the setting. As in key stage 3 there is a top A set, a B set, two parallel C sets 

and a smaller D set. 

2. Homework is set in accordance with the school’s homework timetable. These activities compromise a 

mixture of tasks from the homework textbook, past exam questions and activities from the MyMaths website 

3. An end of module test is carried out at the end of each module of work. These are based on past exam 

questions 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 
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 Revising previous topics they have studied is important as this enables them to constantly practice basic 

mathematical skills 

 The MyMaths website (see below for details) is a good source of both revision/extra work for the pupils to 

practise and also has a number of Maths games which may be of interest to many pupils. ‘Booster packs’ are 

excellent for revision purposes as they are linked to specific grades and will enable a student to revisit areas 

of work that they may not be totally secure on.  

 The school shared area and the VLE both carry a number of past examination papers that the pupils can 

download and use. 

 

Useful websites 
www.mymaths.co.uk   user name: vesey  password: circle 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths 

www.kerboodle.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths
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GCSE Music 

Head of Department:  Mrs. M. Dye 

 

Topics covered: 

 

 My Music 

 Learn about your chosen instrument 

 Study 1 solo piece in detail 

 Perform the piece studied 

 Write a commentary based on the performance and a composition brief 

 Compose 1 piece for your instrument 

 

 Shared Music 

 Study how musicians work together in different stylistic and cultural contexts: 

o how a solo part is supported and enhanced by an accompaniment 

o how parts combine in ensembles 

o the impact of large musical forces in choral singing 

 Detailed study of the relationships and roles of voices and instruments in: 

o Romantic song (Lieder) 

o Pop ballads 

o Classical concerto 

o Jazz (one solo instrument with band) 

o Indian classical music 

o Gamelan 

o Baroque and classical chamber music 

o The great choral classics 

o African a capella singing 

 Perform in an ensemble 

 Creative Task exercises 

 Listening exam exercises 

 

 Dance Music 

 Paired Dance 

o Waltz 

o Latin Dance (Tango, Salsa) 

 Group/folk/improvised Dance 

o Line Dance (American, Irish Jig and Reel) 

o Bhangra 

 Improvised Dance 

o Disco 

o Club Dance 

 Listening exam exercises 

 

 Descriptive Music 

o Programme music 

o Film Music 

 Listening exam exercises 

 Students will produce a composition and a ‘Log and Evaluation’ from one of Area of Study 2-4 along 

with the compulsory composition and commentary from Area of Study 1.  They will also perform one 

piece as a soloist and one in an ensemble. 

 

How we assess the progress of pupils: 
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1. In Year 10, at the end of each unit students will have produced a composition and the supporting written 

work.  This will be marked according to the GCSE mark scheme and detailed feedback given.  This work is 

not submitted in Year 11. 

 

2. In Year 11 students will produce their compositions and supporting written work under controlled 

assessment conditions. 

 

3. Students will record performances throughout the course which will also be marked according to the 

GCSE mark scheme and detailed feedback given.  Final recordings will be submitted with the controlled 

assessments. 

 

4. Homework will usually be set once a week. 

 

5. Area of Study 1 (controlled assessment and performance) - 30% of the final mark. 

    Area of Study 2, 3 or 4 (controlled assessment and performance) - 30% of the final mark. 

    Creative Task Examination (between February and May in Year 11) – 20% of the final mark. 

    Listening Examination (May or June in Year 11) – 20% of the final mark. 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 Students are required to listen to further examples of music in the genre that they are studying.  These 

are easily available online. 

 

 Activities are available on the VLE. 

 

 Students should see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they will need to catch up on missed work or 

note the homework set in the lesson. 

 

 Students should make links with the work studied in school and any extra-curricular music making they 

participate in. 

 

Useful Websites 

http://www.spotify.com 

http://www.youtube.com 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/ 

http://www.soundjunction.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/
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GCSE PE 

Head of Department:   Mr C. Howell 

Topics covered: 

The examination board for GCSE PE is Edexcel. 

● Healthy active lifestyle 

●Skill and Health related fitness 

●Methods of Training 

●Personal health and well-being 

●The effects of weight, safety and drugs on participation 

●Cardiovascular system 

●Respiratory system 

●Muscular system 

●Skeletal system 

Breakdown of the final mark: 

Pupils will sit one paper in the summer of year 11 which is a 1 hour 30 minutes written examination. This 

contributes to 40% of the overall mark. The practical side of the course involves each student being marked 

on 4 different sports out of 10 marks. Each sport is worth 10% of the overall mark and therefore 40% 

overall. The final 20% is coursework which involves analysing the students own performance and creating 

an action plan to improve a major weakness. This is completed at the start of year 11. 

How do we assess the progress of pupils? 

 Pupils will have regular assessment tests to familiarise them with the subject content and style for the 

examination papers.  

 Lessons will include practise of some extended writing questions using writing frames to help them 

develop their written answers.  

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 We recommend that Students read through their notes and class work after the lesson 

 Looking out for the sports sections in the media and on websites is excellent for keeping up to date with 

the ever changing world of sport 

 Reading a good quality newspaper every week will keep students up to date with events that may affect 

business 

 

Improving examination skills: 

We recommend that pupils enhance their examination skills through extra GCSE past paper question 

practice. Past papers are available from the department or from the Edexcel website. Writing these answers 

in exam conditions and practicing how long to spend on each question is really excellent practice.  

 

Useful websites: 

www.edexcel.com 

www.thetimes.co.uk  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/sports  

www.GCSE.com 

 

 

 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.gcse.com/
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GCSE Physics 

Head of Department:  Dr. N. D. Colclough 

 

Topics covered: 

 

Year 9 

 

 Energy transfer by heating: e.g. conduction, convection, radiation, evaporation, specific heat capacity 

and building insulation U values. 

 Using energy: e.g. forms of energy, conservation of energy, useful energy and energy efficiency. 

 Electrical energy: e.g. electrical appliances, electrical power and cost effectiveness. 

 Generating electricity: e.g. renewable and non-renewable fuels for electricity and The National Grid.  

 

Year 10 

 

 Waves: e.g. the nature of waves, reflection, refraction, diffraction, sound and musical sounds. 

 Electromagnetic Waves; e.g. the electromagnetic spectrum, communications, the expanding universe 

and the Big Bang.  

 Motion; e.g. distance-time graphs, velocity-time graphs and acceleration. 

 Forces: e.g. resultant force, force and acceleration, falling objects, stretching and squashing, and force 

and speed issues. 

 Work, energy and momentum: e.g. work done, gravitational potential energy, kinetic energy, 

explosions, impact forces and car safety. 

 Current electricity: e.g. charges, circuits, resistance, current-potential difference graphs, series and 

parallel circuits.  

 

Year 11  

 

 Mains electricity: e.g. A.C. current, cables and plugs, fuses, electrical energy and safety matters. 

 Radioactivity: e.g. nuclear reactions, discovery of the nucleus, alpha, beta and gamma radiations, and 

half-life. 

 Energy from the nucleus: e.g. fission and fusion, and the life history of a star. 

 Medical applications of physics: e.g. X-rays, ultrasound, refraction and the endoscope, lenses and the 

eye. 

 Using physics to make things work: e.g. moments, centre of mass, stability and balance, circular 

motion, hydraulics, and the pendulum. 

 Using magnetic fields to keep things moving: e.g. electromagnets, the motor effect, electromagnetic 

induction, transformers and The National Grid. 

 

When teaching the above experiments are introduced wherever possible. 

 

Students sit three written examinations in June of their Year 11. In addition, in May or June of y10 

(repeat available in y11) they take a practical assessment in school, which counts towards their final 

grade. 

How we assess pupils’ progress: 

1. An end of topic test is carried out for each topic. 

2. Homework tasks. 

3. Student self and peer assessments. 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 We recommend that students read through their notes before each lesson as a recap to work undertaken 

 

 CGP AQA Physics revision guides are recommended for extra reading or catching up on missed work.  
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 It is vital that pupils see their teacher if they miss a lesson, as they will need to catch up on missed work 

 

 Keeping up to date on current events regarding scientific issues is a really good way of seeing scientific 

theory in practice in everyday life e.g. Horizon programmes. Books which might be of interest, for 

additional reading, include Mr Tompkins in Wonderland by George Gamow; omnibus edition by 

Cambridge University Press ISBN 0-521-44771-2 and The Science of Doctor Who by Paul Parsons; 

Icon Books ISBN 10:1-84046-737-1. 

 

Key skills  
Knowledge and understanding 

Applying the key concepts in novel situations; e.g. exam style questions.   

Discussing how science affects society; e.g. mobile phone masts and nuclear power stations and assessing 

the risks and potential benefits through critical analysis of available information. 

Practical work, which includes: working in a team, observing, data recording and safety awareness. 

Making links between hypotheses, data, theories and explanations. 

Additional skills involving: communication, mathematics and IT. 

 

 

Useful Websites: 

http://www.antonine-education.co.uk/ - this is designed with the AQA Physics exam in mind. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.antonine-education.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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GCSE Religious Studies 

Head of Department:  Mr. A. Jones 

 

Topics covered 

 

Your son will complete WJEC Religious Studies GCSE Specification B (Full Course) 

 

Unit 1: Religion and Life Issues 

This makes up 50% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11. The topics covered: 

 Relationships 

 Is it fair? 

 Looking for Meaning 

 Our World 

 

These topics are all taught during Year 10 

 

Unit 2: 

This makes up 50% of the overall grade and is examined at the end of Year 11. The topics covered: 

 Religion & Conflict 

 Religion & Medicine 

 Religious Expression 

 Authority – Religion & State 

 

These topics are all taught during Year 11 

 

How do we assess progress of pupils? 

1. Homework is set once a week, in accordance with the school’s homework policy. This largely revolves 

around consolidating and extending contextual knowledge 

2. At the end of each topic area students complete an assessment. This is past GCSE question and is 

marked to GCSE standards 

3. Peer and self assessment are an integral part of all Religious Studies lessons 

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge: 

 It is vital that students review and consolidate the learning and discussions from every lesson. Factual 

knowledge and key arguments are essential 

 Completing past exam questions in exam style conditions are an excellent way to perfect exam technique 

 Visits to places of religious interest are an excellent way to broaden students’ knowledge of various 

religions and their views on key topics such as Conflict and Medicine 

 Discussing issues relevant to ethical debates and different relationships is an excellent way for students 

to practice their skills of argument and presentation 

 Encouraging students to read newspapers and watch television documentaries surrounding religion and 

their views on topics such as Ethics, Medicine, Conflict and relationships.  

 

Useful websites:  
http://www.wjec.co.uk/index.php?subject=75&level=7 is the WJEC exam board web page for this RS 

GCSE 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/ is a good web site to provide access to religious content suitable for this GCSE.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ provides a wide range of information and discussion relevant to this GCSE   

 

 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/index.php?subject=75&level=7
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/
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GCSE Spanish 

Head of Department:  Miss. A. Slater 

 

Topics covered: 

The examination board for GCSE Spanish is Edexcel. 

 Personal Information. 

 Home life and local area.  

 Health and sport. 

 Leisure and entertainment (includes online) 

 Travel and tourism (including local and abroad) 

 Future plans, education and work. 

GCSE Spanish components: 

The GCSE can be broken down into three parts: 

Unit One: Listening and Understanding in Spanish = 20% 

Unit Two: Speaking in Spanish =30% (These assessments will take place in October/November and 

February of Year 11) 

Unit Three: Reading and Understanding in Spanish =20% 

Unit 4: Writing in Spanish = 30% (These assessments will take place in October/November of Year 10 

and again in the Summer Term in Year 10) 

Unit One: 

This is a 40 minute examination including 5 minutes reading time. It will be sat in June of Year 11.Students 

are tested on their ability to understand spoken Spanish.  

Unit Two: 

This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions. Students are assessed on two speaking activities 

chosen from the following types: an open interaction, a picture-based discussion or a presentation with 

discussion following.  

Unit Three: 

This is a 50 minute examination. It will be sat in June of Year 11.Students will be tested on their ability to 

understand written Spanish.  

Unit Four: 

This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions. Students are assessed on two written tasks 

related to one or more of the following themes:  

 media and culture 

 sport and leisure 

 travel and tourism 

 business work and employment.  

 

How we assess progress of pupils: 

 Homework is set in accordance with the school’s homework policy.  

 Pupils undertake at least one formal assessment per half term. These cover a variety of skills and are 

composed of past GCSE questions.  Following an assessment pupils are set targets. 

 Peer assessment and self-assessment are an integral part of Spanish studies. 

 Pupils have a weekly Vocabulary test on 15 words from the GCSE Syllabus. The pass mark for this is 

75%.  

 

Keeping up with and extending subject knowledge 

 Read an article about something that interests you ie: football or films. You don’t have to understand 

every word to benefit from reading it. 

 Join Spanish groups on Facebook or follow people/things on Twitter. Even reading a few snippets per 

day will help your Spanish immensely. 

 Try reading a really simple book –children’s books are ideal or perhaps a magazine. You can borrow 

some of these from the Spanish Department. 

 Read articles on Wikipedia about things that interest you-it doesn’t have to be anything to do with the 

course as long as you are reading something! 
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 Download some Spanish music from the internet –ask your Spanish teacher for recommendations. Even 

listening to it without understanding words will help the language sink in but you could also look on-line 

for the lyrics and try to translate them. This is not only a good way of finding out what you might be 

singing along to but also to pick up some more ‘current’ Spanish phrases. 

 Download some podcasts. Lots of these are available for free from I-Tunes.   

 Listen to Spanish Radio on-line or watch the short videos on Spanish News Sites-the visuals will help 

with the audio. Ask your Spanish teacher for recommendations 

 Try to watch Spanish films or put English Language films into Spanish audio (or watch them with 

Spanish subtitles). Watching an episode of your favourite TV Programme will only take 20 minutes 

 Watch a Spanish football match!  

 Ask your Spanish teacher when they have a free moment or email Miss Slater. 

a.slater@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk  

 Attend ‘Boot Camp’ -the Booster Sessions for Years 10-11 run by the Spanish Department and assisted 

by some of our gifted students in the 6
th

 Form. These are advertised all around the Languages 

Department and on the Plasma Screens. 

 DO NOT use Internet Translators!!! Not only do they often give incorrect translations but you should 

not learn to rely on these as they won’t be there in your exams. Learn to work things out for yourself and 

not only will they stick in mind for longer but you will become a better and more independent learner 

who will ultimately do better! 

 Try using the Word Reference forums. These allow you to post questions about Italian and your 

queries will be answered by real Spanish often within minutes. Try translating your favourite song lyrics 

into Spanish or Spanish lyrics into English. Post them here and get instant feedback! 

 Buddy up with someone in your class or someone you know in the Years above you. Sometimes having 

things explained by someone of your own age or in a different fashion can be a huge help. 

Improving exam skills 

 Spend some time trying to learn your words-say them out loud, record them and listen to yourself saying 

them, look at them and try to find ways (the sillier the better!) to remember them. 

 

a)  Write out the list of words in Spanish/English. 

 

b) Now try to write out the translations for all of them. 

 

c) Check your answers and focus on the ones you didn’t get right (if any!) 

 

d) Cover up the first column and repeat the process until you feel like you know them all. 

 

e) Go back to them later in the day or in the next day to see if you can remember them 

 

 Make a list of vocabulary which you find hard to spell. Fold a piece of paper in half put 12 Spanish 

words on the left and their English meanings on the right. Whenever you have a spare 5 minutes look at 

these words. Get a parent to test you whenever possible. Aim to renew your vocabulary each week. 

 

 Make a vocabulary poster. Put a Spanish keyword (colegio, pasatiempos) in the middle of a sheet of 

paper. Create a spidergram by adding associated topic areas to the poster with more in depth vocabulary 

under each sub topic. For example if doing the topic of “colegio” you would certainly include 

“uniforme”, and “asignaturas”. 

 

 Note down any new vocabulary –perhaps one a day on a post-it note and put it somewhere where you 

will see it a lot ie: on a mirror/by your computer. When you feel like you know it well, change the word 

for another! 

 

Some other things you should try 

 

mailto:a.slater@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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 Ask your Spanish teacher for Past Papers. We have plenty of these in school and even if they are from 

different exam boards it doesn’t matter. This will help you get an idea of the Grade you would get at 

GCSE.  

 If you find Verbs tricky (and almost everyone does!) then spend time on writing out verb tables (perhaps 

do one tense every week or fortnight) 

 If you are practising verb conjugations, why not try to make sentences out of them too. This will help 

them stick in your mind more and it is excellent Writing Practice. 

 Write lists of things in Spanish to refresh your memory of Key Language ie: 5 things you do on holiday, 

5 5 countries in Europe etc. 

 Try writing short paragraphs (c.100 words) about ANYTHING! It could be about your favourite hobby, 

what you watched on TV at the weekend or your opinions on the Education System in the UK. Give it to 

your Spanish teacher to get it corrected. This would be a brilliant way to maximise your chances of 

success in the Controlled Writing Assessments. 

 Try preparing short presentations and recording yourself so as to practise for the Speaking Exam. There 

are voice recorders in school or you could use your mobile phone or Audacity which can be downloaded. 

This is a great way to make sure you get used to Speaking before you have to do it for real. 

 

 

Useful Websites 

Mfl resources (games)   http://www.mflresources.org.uk/  

Spanish Wikipedia    http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Portada 

BBC Spanish     http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/ 

Guardian Online Resources               http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/languageresourcesspanish 

Word Reference (Dictionary & Forums) http://www.wordreference.com/ 

Interactive Spanish Exercises   www.asisehace.net 

El País newspaper    http://www.elpais.es 

BBC Mundo     www.bbcmundo.com 

El Mercurio Newspaper   www.emol.com 

MFL Games     www.mflgames.co.uk 

Notes in Spanish (free) Podcasts   http://www.notesinspanish.com/ 

Spanish News Reports   http://www.20minutos.tv/ 

Mi Vida Loca Series    http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/ 

 

http://www.mflresources.org.uk/
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Portada
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/
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