
 

 

09/05/2017 
 

Exam week preparations 
 

Dear parent/guardians,  
 
I would like to welcome back your son to a new term, and the final term of your son’s Y8 academic year.  
Throughout the academic year you have already received two sets of report cards, and attended a 
successful parents evening whereby you have been provided with an indication of your son’s performance 
in each of his subjects. As we embark on this new term your son will face more opportunities to 
demonstrate his academic ability, through completion of regular assessments and most importantly 
Internal exam week.   
 
Your son will break up for half term Friday 26th May 2017, and the second half of the summer term will 
commence Monday 5th June. This week is a designated Exam week for all students from Y7 – 10. Exam 
week is a significant part of the calendar here at BVGS and is an opportunity for your son to demonstrate 
their overall performance in subject areas and highlight areas of academic excellence.  
 
Your son will receive a timetable informing them of the important details required for the week. This 
timetable will provide details on the duration of each exam, and most importantly details of the number of 
exams your son will be completing for each subject area, for example Maths whereby your son will 
complete two exams.  
 
This half term your son will be provided with opportunities in lessons to acquire information in preparation 
for each of his exams. Teachers will be encouraging your son to utilise his time effectively so he can 
implement appropriate revision strategies in preparation for each of his exams in this designated week. I 
would like to emphasise the importance of your son’s revision and the implementation of his chosen 
revision strategies in preparation. Below are details of common strategies students find most useful.  
 
Mind Maps 
 
Mind maps allow students the opportunity to understand and absorb information. The use of mind maps 
can help students develop critical thinking and enhance memory skills to aid effective recall. The use of 
mind maps allows students to map relationships between their information and establish the reasons as to 
why key links are made. Mind maps can be created both manually and electronically. The manual method 
can see students use either A4 or A3 paper and make use of colours to distinguish between key terms, 
concepts and skill sets. Alternatively, students can opt for the electronic method whereby they can create 
their own template, or download key software to help them create maps from a variety of pre –designed 
formats.  This type of method is used mostly by students who classify themselves as visual learners, but can 
be an effective method for all types of learners. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Flash cards 
 
Flash cards is another example for visual learners but again can be used for all due to their versatility. 
Students do have options when it comes to flash cards as they can choose to make the cards themselves, or 
they can be purchased from any well-established stationary store. Students choosing to make cards 
themselves should try to use a selection of coloured card and try to keep them of a similar size. Information 
that can be put onto flash cards includes key terms and theoretical concepts. An example includes a 
student writing a key term on one side and the definition on the second, whilst setting themselves goals to 
try and remember each key term.  
 
In addition to being used to test memory, flash cards also allow for relevant identification or alternatively 
can be used as an activity whereby peers and family members can get involved. Memory tester activities in 
particular are the most common. An example of this would involve students placing a number of flash cards 
in a circle (all of which have a relationship), allocating a time frame (one minute) to look and learn, then 
writing down as much information as they can.   
 
At this point in the year I would be strongly recommending your son to use one, if not both, of the above 
methods. Both will allow your son the opportunity to develop his approach to effective revision and 
potentially utilise the chance to try a method which he may have not used before.  
 
Revision Folders 
 
From this week your son has been asked to start preparing appropriate revision material to be completing 
during afternoon registration on both Tuesday and Friday afternoons. During this time, I will be expecting 
all Y8 students to be completing revision based activities.  
 
To ensure revision materials are organised I have asked for your son to organise a folder whereby all 
revision materials are stored. By keeping a folder this will allow myself and the members of the pastoral 
team to check on the progress of your son’s revision on a weekly basis, and provide support, if required 
prior to the half term break.  
 
Organisation is pivotal for effective revision and as your son’s Head of Year I am looking towards the end 
goal of your son’s education. Familiarity with revision and development of independence are two learning 
skills that are imperative for achievement, and two skills we strongly develop within lessons here at BVGS. 
Implementation of a consistent message to revision will put your son in a strong position in preparation for 
Exam week and future examinations that your son will sit.  
 
If you do have any  questions then please do feel free to contact me on n.field@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
or alternatively you contact me on 0121 250 5400.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
Naima Field  
Head of Year 8 
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