
 

 

 

 
6th March 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Acceptable skirt length in school 
 
At the beginning of the academic year we wrote to you outlining our expectations for suitable 
uniform, including appropriate skirt length.  We expect our school uniform to reflect a professional 
appearance and the guidelines for acceptable uniform are very clearly published in the students’ 
planners which state that: “Skirts should be a minimum of 20 inches in length”. 
 
We know that parents take this matter seriously and I apologise if this does not affect you, but we 
have become aware recently that some girls are not adhering to the expected standards. 
 
To clarify, in our last letter we asked that when you are purchasing new uniform for your daughter, 
could you please adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

 No skirt to be shorter than the knee. This should support the ‘20-inch rule’ and make it 
easier to monitor because if a skirt is not to the knee, it is an inappropriate skirt for school.  

 Girls may wear pleated or straight skirts depending on their preference as long as it is ‘to 
the knee’. 

 If choosing to wear trousers instead of a skirt, please note that jeggings, skinny jeans, wet-
look or lacquered trousers are not appropriate for a professional environment.  

 
While I appreciate the sensitivity involved in discussing the issue of skirt length, we at BVGS are 
eager to have your support in promoting a Sixth Form with strong professional values.   
 
We have reminded the girls of our systems for managing this issue, including the recording of 
points on our behaviour management system.  An initial point allows the student the chance to 
rectify their uniform for the following day, a second point will involve parental notification, but a third 
point would result in a parent being asked to bring the appropriate uniform to the school or the 
student going home to change. 
 
I thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Russell Bowen 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 


