
 

 

 

 
 

14th September 2016  

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We would like to let you know that the Computing Department at Bishop Vesey’s will shortly be using 

the BBC micro:bit and micro:bit website with all Year 8 students.   The BBC micro:bit is a pocket-sized,  

programmable computer that allows children to get creative with technology.   In the BBC’s most 

ambitious education initiative for 30 years, up to 1 million devices will be given to every 11 or 12-year-

old child across the UK, for free.  It is as a one-off project that forms part of the BBC’s Make It Digital 

campaign, and it will not be repeated.  The UK currently faces a critical skills shortage in the technology 

sector, and the BBC and partners aim to help change that through the project.    

Your son will receive his own micro:bit computer along with a USB cable and a battery pack during his 

Computing lesson in the week commencing 19th September.  It will be his to own, keep and use.  The 

Computing Department will help to kick things off with lessons on how to create code and make 

effective use of the devices.    

Even more information on the micro:bit can be found at www.microbit.co.uk.  The ‘Teachers and 

Parents’ section has some good resources and videos, including some on getting parents started.  The 

website allows people to create code using four different programming languages without needing to 

login, and it includes emulators so you don’t even need to have the device available.   

We would like to direct you towards the website terms of use and the house rules – available at 

https://www.microbit.co.uk/terms-of-use and https://www.microbit.co.uk/house-rules.  As a parent or 

carer, you are responsible for their activity on their micro:bit outside of the classroom.   

We hope that your son has an enjoyable experience and is inspired to explore and learn from the 

coding activities on the site and through the device itself.  We wish your child many hours of 

challenging fun learning to code and programming their BBC micro:bit.  If you would like any further 

information on what we will do in the introductory lessons, please do contact me at the school via 

email to j.semple@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr. D. Semple  

Head of Computing 
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