
HIGHER EDUCATION 
EVENING
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Aims of this evening
Increase awareness of the post 18 options available to students at BVGS.

To map-ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ±ŜǎŜȅΩǎ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ

To present ideas connected to making a strong university application.

To outline the financial considerations of a university study.

To answer any questions related to this process.

! άǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘ !ƴǎŀǊΤ ΨhǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩfrom the 
University of Birmingham  



This evenings presentation 

Will be available on the Sixth Form area of the 
School website.

Also available:

ΨBVGSDǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ {ǘǊƻƴƎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ



ΨBVGSPreparation for UCAS2017-2018Ω

ÅProvides a timetable that maps out the process at BVGS.

ÅIt is important to consider that we have our own internal deadlines at B.V.G.S, which enables us 
to manage this process for nearly 200 applicants.

ÅDraw your attention to some key dates:



Recommended Website 
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-
guardians

bƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψнлму ŜƴǘǊȅΩ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians


Careers Resources

www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/

www.getingofar.gov.uk

http://university.which.co.uk

The UCASnews app is available to download for free 

http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://university.which.co.uk/


APApplication

PLYING TO UNIVERSITY
GCSE grades AS Level grades

Need to be declared
(maybe unit scores)

Personal Statement
(Work Experience)

Teacher Reference

InterviewAptitude Tests
UKCAT/BMAT

LNAT

Admission Testing

Predicted

A-Level grades



Personal statement 
Most importantly it is your chance to sell yourself to your University. 

CƻǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ƻǊ ŀǇǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ς
it is your only chance to establish an applicant-university point of contact. 

We have included some exemplar statements. 

Basis for interview

Anti -plagiarism software

Demonstrate a real interest in the subject.  It is really important to focus a significant amount of 
the statement on your chosen subject and to detail what you have read or participated in to 
evidence a genuine interest in it. For example, by reading around the subject area, talking to 
someone in the relevant profession or gaining some relevant work experience. Nathalie 
Mortimer | Head Of UK Student Recruitment - University Of Nottingham 



Location
City/ Rural 

Campus 

Distance away from home

Costof living

The experience that you want



Different University = Different Course 

Course Content 

Modules

Optional Modules

Modules Outside your Main discipline

Assessments/ Coursework

Teaching Methods

Contact Hours

Size



Look at Entry Profiles on UCAS website

¦ǎŜ ΨŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ ƻƴ ¦/!{ !tt[¸

Choose a course at a university: Example English at Birmingham

мл ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǘ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘϥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ

[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ΨŜƴǘǊȅ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƭƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
example of English at Birmingham University

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/






What To Ask About The Course
Entry criteria ς? Work Experience a necessity for application

What is special about the course

How will you study ςstructure/content/teaching style

Work Placements ςif needed does the uni find it?

Overseas opportunities

Is there any professional recognition?

What have other graduates gone on to do

Are there bursaries offered?



Enjoy Looking 
Individual choice 

Open Days

League Tables 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide

Learn to Ask

Unistats





Mohammed Ansar- Outreach Officer

What does UoB look for in an applicant?



Business Studies

!ǎǎŜǎǎ CŀǎƘƛƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǇƭŎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
factory to Birmingham. Is Birmingham the right 
location for this type of Business?

No- People from Birmingham are not very 
fashionable.

Biology

What is a fibula?

A small lie



What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?

He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to 
his adultery

How can you delay milk turning sour?

Keep it in the cow

English

What does the word benign mean?

Benign is what you will be after you be eight



What do admissions tutors look for?

ÁWill you be able to cope with the academic demands 

of the course?

ÁDo you meet the minimum entry requirements for the 

course

ÁAre they realistic?

ÁAny specific grade requirements?

ÁDo you have to sit any admissions tests? 

ÁLaw (LNAT)  

ÁMedicine/Dentistry (UKCAT/BMAT)

ÁMaths (STEP)

ÁExtended Project Qualification (EPQ)



Skills required for a course - Medicine

Sound academic background

Physical stamina

Manual dexterity

Communication skills

Team working

Empathy



Highlight your interest in the subject

óThe English dramatist Edward Bulwer-Lytton wrote that, ñThe pen 
is mightier than the sword.ò The written words power is precisely 
the reason why I wish to study English Literature at university. I 
have always been fascinated by the effect good writing can have 
on a reader.ô

(English)

óMy interest in Maths has supported my study in Biology: I 

especially  enjoyed  the statistics module (mark 97/100)  which 

helped me with the health statistics I studied in biology module 2ô

(Maths)



Evidence of work experience is important

ÁThese courses will expect some work 

experience in Year 12:

ÁNursing      Medicine Pharmacy

ÁTeaching Social Work   Physiotherapy

ÁDentistry Veterinary Science



Evidence of work experience is important - Have 
you learnt anything?

ñDuring my work experience at Honeywell I joined a 

team of chemical engineers and was able to observe 

them on a project at a petrochemical plant. This not 

only gave me an insight into their work , but also 

allowed me to gain an insight into the petrochemical 

industry.ò

(Chemical Engineering)

WHAT IS MISSING?



If you have done well - tell us

óI was awarded for my voluntary work at a ceremony in 

the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor of the City.ô

óI was picked to be the Captain of the 

regional netball team for Staffordshireô

óI was fortunate to raise Ã500 for a local

cancer charity by running the Birmingham

Marathon. I felt a great sense of achievementô



AVOID silly mistakes

Áñ I have always wanted to be a Vet or a Dentistò             

Physiotherapy

ÁñI have always wanted to be a Radiographerò   

Birmingham does not offer Radiography as a 

degree programme



University of Birmingham 

Offer Calculator



Mohammed Ansar- Outreach Officer

Finance  2017 -18



Tuition Fee Loan

Loan for the 

payment of your 

university education 

Maintenance 

Loan
Living expenses loan

HAVE TO 

PAY BACK



Bursaries & 

Scholarships

Help from universities

FREE MONEY

DO NOT HAVE TO 

PAY BACK



TUITION 

FEE LOAN

HAVE TO 

PAY BACK



Tuition Fee Loan

Universities can charge up to a maximum of 

£9250.00 per year for a full time degree 

programme. The university needs to demonstrate 

excellence in teaching. Not all universities have 

signed up for the scheme. The Tuition Fee Loan is 

NOT means tested. This will increase in line with 

inflation every year

Student 
Finance 
England

University



Students/parents DO NOT have 
to physically find the money 

to cover the cost of the degree 
programme



Maintenance

Loan
Living expenses loan

HAVE TO 

PAY BACK



ÅUsed for accommodation costs,  

travel, entertainment, food, 

course materials etc

ÅHow much you get depends on 

where you go to study and 

household income

Maintenance Loan 2017-18



Living at 

home

Living away 

from home
Living in 

London

Maximum 

per year
£7,097 £8,430 £11,002

Maintenance Loan 2017-18

If you apply for the full Maintenance 

Loan, you will need to provide details of 

your household income to Student Finance 

England



Maintenance Loan Rates- how much 

you can get?
2016 cohort F/T students, not eligible for benefits or aged over 60  

Household 
Income

Home Elsewhere London

Below £25,000 £7,097 £8,430 £11,002

£30,000 £6,499 £7,825 £10,387

£35,000 £5,901 £7,220 £9,771

£40,000 £5,303 £6,615 £9,155

£45,000 £4,705 £6,009 £8,539

£50,000 £4,107 £5,404 £7,924

£55,000 £3,509 £4,799 £7,308

£60,000 £3,124 £4,193 £6,692



Bursaries & 

Scholarships

Help from universities

FREE MONEY

DO NOT HAVE TO PAY 

BACK



Chamberlain Awards 
(University of Birmingham Awards)

Household Income Award Amount

Less than £25,000 £2000

£25000-£36000 £1000



Chamberlain Awards 
(University  of Birmingham Awards)

CARE LEAVERS

FIRST YEAR

£5915 TOWARDS COST OF 
ACCOMMODATION OR £3000 

CASH AMOUNT



Access to Birmingham Scheme (A2B)

You are in the first generation in your family to go to university

Your parents are not in a professional occupation, e.g. not 

teachers, doctors or solicitors (they earn less than £42,600)

Your home postcode indicates lower than average progression to 

higher education from that area

if there has been serious disruption in your education e.g. long-

term illness or disability

A2B Scholarship

£1500

2017 entry- for students who 

complete the A2B Module and 

achieve their A2B target grades, 

there is an additional

£1000



HSBC Scholarship

Tuition fess of up to £9250  per year paid for

ÅTop performer in each College of the University in the 

A2B module: 5 in total

ÅYou must qualify for the A2B scholarship AND the 

National Scholarship Programme (household income 

below £16,190)

ÅNeed to commit to help out with outreach work



Lloyds Scholars 
Programme

Å£1,000 annual bursary plus extra awards every 

year for high grades at university 2:1 or First

ÅPaid internships- 10 weeks

ÅLloyds bank mentor

ÅPossible place on Graduate Leadership 

Programme if you perform well

ÅVolunteering commitment: 100 hours per year

ÅRigorous selection process

Visit www.lloyds-scholars.com



Other Scholarships and Bursaries

Ä Subject-based scholarships

Ä Chemistry £1000

Ä Music scholarships

Ä Sport scholarships

Ä BP Scholarship- £5000 p/a for certain courses

Ä Brockhouse Scholarships- typically around £1000

Ä ClinganôsScholarship- for those that come from 

Bournemouth

Ä Disability Awards- £200-1200 per year



Repayment 

of Loans

Repayment of Loans



Repayment of Loans
Do not start to pay your loans back 

Until April  after the year you finish 

your degree

YourTuition Fee and Maintenance

Loans are added together into 

one lump sum

If you earn below £21,000 

a year,  you DO NOT pay 

back anything

Once you earn over £21,000  a year, 

then you only pay back 9% of your salary 

over £21,000

You have 30 years to pay off the outstanding 

amount. After that, whatever amount is 

outstanding, it gets written off by the 

Government

Repayment of Loans



SALARY Amount of salary 
from which 9% will 

be deducted

Monthly 
Repayment

£21,000 £0 £0

£25,000 £4,000 £30.00

£30,000 £9,000 £67.50

£35,000 £14,000 £105.00

£40,000 £19,000 £142.50

£45,000 £24,000 £180.00

£50,000 £29,000 £217.50

£55,000 £34,000 £255.00

£60,000 £39,000 £292.50

Repayment of Loans



Annual Salary Rate of 

Inflation

Plus

£21,000 and under Currently 

4.5%

0%

£21,000-£41,000 Currently

4,5%

Up to 3%

£41,000+ Currently

4.5%

3%

Interest on your loan



www.birmingham.ac.uk/cashclever


