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29 November 2013 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Another week has zipped by.  It is amazing to think that Christmas is just around the corner.  I 
hope you will be able to join us at our Christmas Concerts on Tuesday 10 and Wednesday  
11 December.  The students are preparing hard for their performances.  I hope you can make 
it.  Tickets are £8 for adults and £4 for students/concessions and are available from Mrs Foster 
in the School Club Office, opposite Miss Hearn's office.  Mrs Foster can be e-mailed on 
s.foster@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk.  I guarantee the concert will get you in the mood for 
Christmas! 

As we approach Christmas, charitable giving is very much on our mind.  For example a member 
of our Sixth Form works voluntarily at St Chad’s Sanctuary, Birmingham, a refugee centre. They 
are in desperate need of good quality clothing, particularly coats and shoes/trainers.  If you 
have any clothing donations, please bring them to the Sixth Form office and we will arrange for 
them to be passed on.  We would also like to thank the generosity of the Vesey Community in 
providing so many toys for young, homeless children in the Philippines.  We are grateful to 
Julie Wadeson in the Physics Department and Vesey alumni, Jamie and Luke Kitchen, owners 
of local company, White's Removals, with their leadership of this charitable effort. 

This week has been a very serious one for Year 11 as they have taken their mock examinations.  
My overriding impression of the boys has been that they have taken the process very seriously 
indeed.  The key now is to take the excellent formative feedback they are about to receive just 
as seriously. 

We have also had some outstanding academic enrichment opportunities, particularly for Sixth 
Form, this week.  Twenty Sixth Form Mathematicians attended the Maths Inspiration Lectures 
at the Alexandra Theatre with guest speakers such as Matt Parker, author of 'Things to Make 
and Do in the Fourth Dimension'.  Meanwhile today our Art students are visiting the Tate 
Modern and other galleries.  Furthermore the last two days have seen all of the Lower Sixth 
visit Birmingham University, University of the Year 2013-14.  I am delighted that we are 
building stronger connections with such a great university and that we are lucky to have the 
Vice Chancellor of Birmingham University, Professor David Eastwood FRHistS, DL, awarding the 
prizes at our Speech Day on Wednesday 18 December at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall. 

This has also been a good week for academic competitions.  For the third year on the trot our 
Economics Target 2.0 Team triumphed in the prestigious Bank of England Competition, 
defeating King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys, amongst others, to qualify for the area 
final.  Well done to Lucy Coles, (Captain), Andy Quach, Dilan Sehra and Kayleigh Reardon.  
They were praised for the way they handled the questions from the Bank of England judges. 

In addition Dave Goodwin, Assistant Headteacher, was very proud of the BVGS Quiz Team - 
Tom Reershemius, Chris Nowek, Rob Huskisson, Alistair Petts, Oliver Hobin and Callum Riley 
who came second out of 42 teams in the Annual Birmingham Lord Mayor Quiz.  We were 
pipped at the post by the independent school KE, Birmingham in a tense contest at the Great 
Hall of Birmingham University. 

mailto:s.foster@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk
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I have been delighted to begin my Year 7 interviews this week.  I am pleased to say that they 
are enjoying school.  They gave me some very nice feedback about the excellent lessons they 
have had and clearly have healthy appetites because they have managed to devour quite a few 
packets of cookies.  I look forward to my next batch of interviews next week. 

Some of Year 9 have been looking ahead this week with a training afternoon for World 
Challenge Norway.  It is so good that this is becoming an established part of our 'Vesey 
Experience' with this being the third year of this programme.  Alex Gray, Head of Biology has 
also been to see me re an exciting project called 'Operation Wallacea' which will be fantastic 
opportunity for our students in the future - watch this space!  

We have had another excellent week of sport.  The rugby teams have dusted themselves down 
from their meeting with Warwick School last week and are keen to improve further.  Well done 
to the U15A rugby team who smashed Ellesmere 69-10 in the fifth round of the NatWest Cup.  
They now face a quarter final fixture with Lawrence Sheriff or King Henry's.  Two more games 
to win to get to Twickenham.  Meanwhile on Wednesday the U18 team had a good win of 58-6 
against Solihull Sixth Form College in the NatWest Vase Trophy.  Next stop Tring School in 
Hertfordshire. 

It was also good to hear of our success this week in basketball.  Impressively the U14A team 
are coached by senior students Alfie McBrien and Dilan Ghedia.  They are clearly excellent 
coaches because this week the U14A beat Hodge Hill 64-2!  Well done Year 9. 

U’15 ‘a’ team continued their improvement this season with a comprehensive 4-1 
Warwickshire league victory against Lawrence Sheriff school. A dominant team performance 
should have resulted in more goals but some excellent hockey was played. Spencer Gray-
Nimmo opened the scoring and then Ben Green scored the other 3 to complete his hat-trick.  
The u’14 ‘b’ played out a 0-0 draw against KES Aston ‘a’ team and the U’13 ‘b’ fared better 
against the same opposition with a 4-0 victory.  For further details on any of our sporting 
exploits visit out http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-fixtures-and-results. 

Every week we have the privilege of sharing our outstanding practice with our visitors.  It has 
been a pleasure to welcome staff from Pate's Grammar School, Cheltenham today.  We are 
particularly grateful to Pate's and Russell Bowen, Deputy Headteacher because a number of 
our Upper Sixth students benefited from an excellent interview practice session in Cheltenham 
on Tuesday.   

One of the distinctive features of our school is the community atmosphere that we have.  It 
was a pleasure to spend time on Tuesday night with the 45 parents who attended the PAC 
Curry Night at the Kababish Restaurant in Boldmere.  Great company, and great food.  Thanks 
to all parents for your on-going support for the school. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Dominic Robson 

Headteacher 
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Thought for the Week 

Kindness and politeness are not overrated at all.  They're underused. 
Tommy Lee Jones 

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 10 December Christmas Concert 7.30pm 

Wednesday 11 December Christmas Concert 7.30pm 

Wednesday 18 December 7.00 pm Senior Speech Day – Sutton Coldfield Town Hall 

Wednesday 18 December Break up for Christmas 
 


