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13 December 2013 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We began the week in upbeat mode.  Monday was GCSE Presentation Evening where we 
applauded the outstanding attainment and record-breaking progress made by last year's Year 
11.  Thanks to all the people responsible for a lovely evening:  our student speakers, our guest 
speaker, Mohammed Bilal, School Governor, our Admin Team and Hospitality Team - Linda 
Pryor, Kallyann Williams, Julie Evetts, Lesley Overton, Jackie Cowley Angela Kite, Jayne Joyce 
and our Pastoral Leaders Stuart Hutchieson (former Head of Year 11), Dave Goodwin and Sam 
Harper (Head of L6). 

External data supports the fact that last year's Year 11 was a record-breaking year for student 
progress.  What is also pleasing is that the academic performance of students from different 
backgrounds is equally outstanding.  Individual faculty areas have all done brilliantly.  I am 
delighted that a school like ours is doing so well in terms of progress because our students 
have comparatively such high starting points.  It is a testament to the hard work and high 
standards of all staff that we are doing so well.  However we are not complacent.  We are 
pleased for example with the current Year 11 mock results, but we know that with sustained 
hard work Year 11 are capable of doing even better than the class of 2013. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday we held our Christmas Concerts.  One hundred and thirty 
different students were on stage and I and the audience of 440 people were very proud of 
every single performer.  I am grateful to all the staff who helped make the concerts so good, 
but in particular I must mention Maryann Dye, Director of Music, who set a warm, relaxed, 
encouraging, friendly and very professional tone for the concerts. 

Today we held our annual 'Vesey's got Talent' show led by our two outstanding Upper Sixth 
presenters Will Curwen and Dan Casserley.  They were highly professional and outstanding 
representatives of our school.  Thanks also to the Sixth Form Officer Team with particular 
thanks to Anna Robson, Kate D'Aubney and Vibi Bhatia our Charity Officers for their 
dedicated work in organising this event.  Together, we raised £267.43 for Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer as well as having a great time.  Our judges, Goodwin, Bowen and Egan were joined by 
Old Veseyan Gabriella Jones who is the Local Patron of Breakthrough Breast Cancer and a 
highly professional musician.  Gabriella has previously supported Beyonce on tour and is 
performing before Black Sabbath on 20 December at the LG Forum and has a new single out 
on i-tunes called 'Losing my Baby'.  We were very grateful for her support today.  As usual the 
quality of acts was fantastic.  Well done to Goon inspired comedian, Benedict Lawrence 
Pietroni (Year 7), singing superstar, Ben Thompson (Year 8), pianist Pippa Gleave (L6), mime 
artist Hamdan Arifeen (L6) and singer-songwriter Vibi Bhatia (U6).  The audience loved it and 
well done to Vibi who narrowly pipped Ben to the top spot. 

We have had another excellent week in the world of sport with the First XV Rugby convincingly 
demolishing Tring School in the NatWest Vase.  Well done to all our brilliant sports men and 
women on a superb term of performances.  For any further results please see the sports web 
page:  http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-fixtures-and-results. 

http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-fixtures-and-results
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Thanks to all parents who have donated to the Annual Fund this term.  If you wish to make a 
donation please download a form from our website: 
http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/foundation-and-alumni/foundation  

A new innovation for our practice for this year is the introduction of Review Days.  The Review 
Day for Year 11 is on Friday 31 January.  Russell Bowen, Deputy Headteacher will be able to 
provide you with more details soon.  Friday 31 January is also the day of the 'Big Switch On', 
when we intend to hold our ceremony to switch on the new floodlights. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing some of you on Wednesday  
18 December for Senior Speech Day at the Town Hall. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Dominic Robson 
Headteacher 

 

Thought for the Week 

I believe every person is born with talent 

May Angelou 

Dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 18 December Break up for Christmas 
(Sixth Form and Year 11 leave at 1.00pm, Years 7-10 leave at 3.25pm) 

Wednesday 18 December 7.00 pm Senior Speech Day – Sutton Coldfield Town Hall 

Monday 6 January Spring Term Commences 

Wednesday 8 January Year 8 Parents' Evening 

Thursday 16 January Year 9 Options Evening 

Thursday 21 January Lower Sixth Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 30 January Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 31 January Year 11 Review Day 

Friday 31 January The Big Switch On 

 

http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/foundation-and-alumni/foundation

