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11 October 2013 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Unusually I am writing this on Thursday morning and the key number is 889.  That's how 
many merits students from Years 7 - 11 have gained in the last three days.  Well done to all 
those students.  How is your son/daughter getting on?  Every day we want all our students 
to strive to do their best.  Thank you for all you are doing at home to promote high 
standards from your sons and daughters. 

Yesterday we were delighted to welcome popular children's writer Sam Hepburn, author of 
'Chasing the Dark'.  She ran three creative writing workshops for students in Years 7, 8 and 
10 and led an assembly for Years 7-9.  It was fascinating for us all to hear about the 
challenges she faced growing up as a young British Sudanese woman in 1960's London.  
Students had the opportunity to get their books signed by Sam and also participate in 
competitions, including a short story challenge and a book cover design competition.  Well 
done to our competition winners Erik Brown 7KE, Harry James 7PO, Daanyaal Oddin 7BL, 
Joe Bardsley 7BL, Matthew Burrows 7PO, Louis Fellows B7R, Hamzah Mahmood 8W and 
Jamie Tunstall 8R.  Thank you to Teresa Smethurst, our Learning Resource Centre Manager, 
for organising this excellent opportunity.  Well done to all the students involved.  Sam 
specifically commented to staff how impressed she was with the behaviour and commitment 
of all our students. 

In assemblies this week Steve Baugh, Assistant Headteacher has been encouraging students 
to see the interesting parallels between success in education and success in sport.  
Tomorrow we are delighted to welcome the inspirational Pastor Errol Lawson, author of 
'From the postcard to the Globe' as part of our Black History Month celebrations.   

On Tuesday we held the Junior Soloists Concert.  What a great night that was!  All 
performers (musicians and comperes) did a superb job and everyone was very impressed by 
the evident hard work that students had put in to preparing for the evening.  Thanks also to 
Wendy Brown, Maryann Dye, Lesley Overton and Sharon Weblin for making the evening go 
so smoothly. 

Looking ahead, have you a son from Year 8-11 who needs help with careers advice? You 
should have received a letter via Dave Phillips, Teacher i/c Careers, regarding the Careers, 
Information, Advice and Guidance Evening 2013 at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall on Tuesday  
15 October from 4.30 – 8.00pm The aim of this event is to support and encourage career 
aspirations. Local universities, other colleges, training bodies and employers will all be 
represented and this will be a really useful opportunity for you to gain access to expert 
careers information and advice from a variety of sources. Please note that students must 
attend with a parent. No admission will be granted to students attending on their own or 
with older siblings.  I do hope that you will be able to find time to attend. 

Thanks to everyone for their support with last Friday's non-uniform day and 'Soak the 
Teacher' experience.  Your generosity means that we now have the £1,500 needed to have a 
BVGS Sponsored Guide Dog.  I am sure you agree that this is wonderful news.  We are all 
looking forward to our new Guide Dog coming in to school. 
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This week I wrote to all our generous donors to the Sports Appeal to let them know that the 
Governing Body have approved the commencement of the Tennis/Netball Project from 
Easter 2014.  The new courts will be a brilliant addition to our facilities.  Thanks for 
everyone's patience regarding this project.   

On Monday the Parents' Association had their monthly meeting.  Their fundraising focus for 
this academic year is for improving our computing resources here at BVGS. As you will see 
from our website there are a number of great events to get involved with and support this 
fundraising effort.  For example on Tuesday 12 November from 7.00pm we are having a 
ladies only fashion show with the chance to buy high street fashion and designer clothing 
with up to 75% off the normal retail price.  I hope lots of mums, their friends and Sixth Form 
girls will be able to make it. For ticket information please contact Helen Green on 07774 
216764, or go to our website for further details. 

Another way in which parents can help IT development is to come along and give your views 
about our school website at the Parent Forum on Monday 18 November, 7.30pm - 8.30pm.  
If you would like to book a place please contact Sharon Weblin at s.weblin@bishopveseys. 
bham.sch.uk.  

After half-term we also have our Sixth Form Open Evening.  If you know anyone who would 
benefit from a Vesey Sixth Form education, who is currently at another school, please do let 
them know that our Open Evening is on Thursday 7 November from 4.30pm-7.30pm. 

In Rugby, we had a tough day last week in our block fixture against Trent College, with all the 
A teams losing. However the B Teams were successful winning in the U13b and U15b. The 
U15s did well against Trent College putting in a gutsy performance, despite losing 28-18 . 
U12a continue their fine start by winning against a strong Solihull School 26-19 with Captain 
Harrison Casey (7BR) leading from the front scoring 3 tries. U12b drew 5-5 against Solihull 
School. U15s won their round 1 game against Arden School in the Natwest Cup, winning 24-7 
in a physical game. The next game is against Queen Mary's Walsall.  The First XV got back to 
winning ways by beating their local rivals KES Five Ways by 35-14 in cold and wet conditions. 
Dan Offen (6CD) scored 3 tries and there was an excellent individual try by Dan Casserly 
(6EJ).  

The first XI hockey team managed to salvage a 3-3 draw having been 3-1 down with 10 
minutes to go against Loughborough Grammar school. After an open first half which could 
have seen a much higher scoreline, Loughborough scored on the stroke of half time to go in 
as 2-1 leaders after Sam Davis (11G) had cancelled out the first Loughborough goal. 
Loughborough scored early in the second half and in terrible weather conditions the game 
became very patchy with few chances created. The team showed excellent resolve and 
James Brown (6EJ) scored twice in the last 10 minutes to earn a draw. It was certainly not 
the best performance of the year but it showed excellent character to battle back. The 
seconds secured a comfortable 3-0 win away at Loughborough with Ali Mirza (11W), Tevraj 
Aujla (6JP) and BenGreen (10R) scoring the goals.The thirds deserved more than the 2-1 
defeat against Warwick but lacked a cutting edge in front of goal and unfortunately despite 
lots of pressure no one could add to the only goal scored by Tom Harris (11G). 

Bishop Vesey’s hosted the annual Pairs Cross Country Race in Sutton Park on Wednesday. 
Our top runner on the day was David James (6IN), who ran well to secure 9th place in his 
section. He was ably supported by Sam Simper (6IB) and Jack Andrew (6JH), with an 
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encouraging debut from Safluke Ahmed (6JA). Many thanks to the students who assisted 
with timekeeping and marshalling duties, helping the event run smoothly. 

We are pleased to announce that we have a new boat. It’s a Wintech Coxless quad, which 
was built for the Olympics as an emergency boat in case any crew damaged theirs.  It raced 
at the Worcester Head last Sunday. 

Finally I would like to share one concern with you.  We are finding that a small minority of 
parents are parking on the double yellow lines outside the school on Boswell Road in order 
to pick up or drop off students.  This has the potential to block the road and is causing safety 
concerns for students as they walk up the road and as they cross the road. Could parents 
please park away from this point of congestion to alleviate this problem. 

With my best wishes for a great weekend and a happy Eid next Tuesday! 

Yours sincerely  

 

Dominic Robson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Thought for the Week 

If there be any truer measure of a man than by what he does, it must be by what he gives 

Robert South (1634 - 1716) 

 

  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/marianne_williamson.html


 

Lichfield Road Sutton Coldfield West Midlands B74 2NH 
Tel: 0121 250 5400 Fax: 0121 250 5420 

head@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk 
www.bvgs.co.uk 

Registered charity 517907 

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 15 October L6 Information Evening 

6.30pm - 7.15pm : JA, JB, WB, EB, IB, CD, AF, HG, SH 

7.30pm - 8.15pm : JH, EJ, JK, JL, IN, JP, ER, MS, CW 

Wednesday 16 October Year 7 Information Evening 

6.00pm - 7.00pm : BL, KE 

7.15pm - 8.15pm : BR, LO, PO 

Tuesday 22 October Open Morning : 9.15am - 10.30am (Headteacher talk at 10.00am) 

Wednesday 23 October Open Morning : 9.15am - 10.30am (Headteacher talk at 10.00am) 

Thursday 24 October Open Morning : 9.15am - 10.30am (Headteacher talk at 10.00am) 

Friday 25 October Founder's Day  

Friday 25 October Break up for half term 

Monday 4 November Training Day 

Tuesday 5 November Autumn Term Recommences 

Thursday 7 November Sixth Form Open Evening : 4.30pm - 7.30pm 

Monday 11 November Remembrance Day 

Tuesday 12 November Oxbridge Interview Jamboree 1.30pm-3.30pm 

Tuesday 12 November PAC Fashion Show 7.00pm start (tickets £5) 

Wednesday 13 November Sixth Form Open Morning 9.15am - 10.30am 

Thursday 14 November Year 11 Parents' Evening 

Wednesday 20 November Year 7 Parents' Evening 
 


