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DGR/sw 

11 July  2014 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Following an extensive planning process, the Governors, on Monday, made two important 

unanimous decisions to ensure the long-term sustainability and stability of our school.   

Firstly, it was agreed to expand the school roll from September 2015.  This means offering 160 

school places, rather than 128.  It would mean us taking on an additional 32 places per annum 

between 2015 and 2020 starting in 2015 with Year 7. 

Secondly, it was decided to appoint C J Hutt Associates, a capital fundraising company 

specialising in fundraising for grammar schools, as fundraisers for a new two-storey STEM 

teaching block on the back of the Randon Centre.   

These are exciting plans which seek to enhance the quality of our provision and enable us to 

offer more quality school places to students from all backgrounds across the Midlands.  The 

plans help us to respond to the huge demand that exists for places at our school at 11+ - this 

demand, without a doubt, is a direct result of our continued enthusiasm, hard work and the 

quality of the education that we offer to all students.   

We have already made detailed plans which should ensure minimal disruption to the school 

site, whilst at the same time preserving our culture and protecting our unique family ethos. 

As for the present this week has seen lots of excellent learning opportunities.  On Thursday for 

example we had our first ever Science Fair for Year 7.  A large number of Year 7 presented 

their Science projects for inspection by the School and our two Governor judges, Bilal Ahmad 

and Carolyn Nicholl.  The standard was amazing.  Well done to our overall winners 1st place 

Haaris Butt – The Science behind Diet Coke and Mentos, 2nd Place - Fraser Chapman – Which 

liquid is the best conductor of heat? 3rd place  Erik Brown – How does the incline of a ramp 

affect the speed of a car? 

This week also saw the House Music Festival for Year 7 and 8.  Well done to all who took part.  

Our winners were André Bean, Ned Walklett, Fraser Chapman, Ethan Allen and Joseph 

Hughes.  Red house were triumphant! 

Meanwhile, most of Year 9 spent three days in remote woodland in Oxfordshire.  It was quite 

an experience with wild water swimming and fire making on the curriculum.  Thank you to 

Heather Hodkinson, Ralph Brocklebank, Andrew Whittle, Alex Jones, Jaspreet Kandola and 

Davina Jackson for organising a superb expedition. 

On Tuesday we held our annual Artsfest.  Thanks to our student charity team Oliver Hobin, 

Ellen Rhodes and Eloise Harrison, our top comperes Team Tom, Messrs Elliman and Edge and 

all our amazing performers and helpers from the Sixth Form, as well as marvellous magician 

Bilal Abidi from Year 8.  In total we have raised so far £1500 for local charities.  There is an 
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opportunity to raise even more money however.  We have an excellent 'prize' available by 

sealed auction of a set of 40 paintball tickets (16 VIP and 34 standard) that have a total value 

of around £1000. The nearest paintball field for this company is in Stoke-on-Trent, but the 

experience is well worth the money and travel as the buyer will have an amazing experience.  

Please send your bids to:  s.weblin@bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk to arrive no later than 12 Noon 

on Wednesday 16 July. The highest bid at this time will win the prize. 

In addition to ArtsFest the Sixth Form have been busy!  We had a personal statement 

workshop run by Katharine Pagett from the University of Birmingham to set students off with 

this mammoth task for over the holidays.  We also had an Oxbridge Evening last night where 

representatives from both universities attended as well as two Old Veseyans, Sam Rhodes and 

Tom Andrew.  It was open to Y12 students from all local Sutton schools as well as anyone who 

was interested on our Induction Day last week.  

This week we also had a visit from Dr Richard Grainger, Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, from the 

University of Birmingham who gave a presentation to L6 Chemistry students.  Students heard 

about career opportunities and the range of Science degrees offered by the University.  

Students were also given advice about writing their Personal Statements, an integral part of 

the UCAS application process.  Thanks to the Chemistry Department for forging links with local 

Universities. 

Thanks also to the Law Teacher Natalie Ashby for organising an exciting visit to Birmingham 

Crown Court this week.  The students learnt a lot from this experience. 

Two other exciting opportunities this week have included an interesting film project for Year 8 

with Sarah Slater, English Department and today's premature celebration of Bastille Day which 

involved studying the French Revolution as well as playing pétanque!  Thanks to Laura Diprose, 

Head of French, Sixth Form linguists and the Language Department for this excellent event. 

It has been quite a week for cricket.  On Monday the first XI beat Solihull School in the Semi - 

Final of the Warwickshire Schools' Cricket Cup, in a low scoring match by 3 wickets. This was 

followed on Wednesday by the final where Vesey’s took on King Edward VI, Nuneaton. Batting 

first Vesey scored 249-3, thanks to 126 from Captain Brinder Phagura and 68 not out from Oli 

Wem. In reply Nuneaton were bowled out for 120. A briiliant end to a highly successful season.  

A special mention to Brinder Phagura who ended the season with a batting average in excess 

of 100 runs.  

8W have taken part in a sponsored silence to support classmate Matthew Goring who has 

been selected to represent Birmingham at the next World Scout Jamboree in August 2015.  

The money raised will go towards enabling scouts from the developing world to also attend.  

Well done boys! 

On Wednesday we welcomed the 'Shaggy Dogs' to school.  They are a group of our older Old 

Veseyans.  It was lovely to see them.  It was also great to welcome Year 4 and 5 boys from New 

Hall School this week.  Well done to Dave Phillips, Head of Social Mobility and Outreach, for 

his excellent work in this area. 
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Finally a couple of achievements to celebrate.  Andy Quach in U6 who has a place to study 

Economics at Cambridge in October has received a highly prestigious OCR Bursary.  From Year 

8, Angus Carter has passed Grade 6 Trumpet with Distinction. 

Please will Year 11, 12 and 13 parents note that there is a Jobs and Careers Fair Sutton 

Coldfield on Friday 18 July between 10.00am and 4.00pm at the Town Hall with over 35 

confirmed business, including Jaguar Land Rover and Birmingham Airport recruiters and work 

organisations with vacancies and apprenticeship schemes or offer of work training placements 

for September 2014. 

Please note the sport section of the website http://bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-
fixtures-and-results.  You will see that all of as all of next season's Hockey and Rugby fixtures 
have already been loaded. 

With my very best wishes to the Lower Sixth for Enrichment Week and a happy and productive 

summer holiday.  See you on 14 August for results day from 9.00am. 

Have a great weekend. 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Dominic Robson      Dr John Craggs DL PhD FCMA 
Headteacher      Chairman of Governors 

Thought for the Week 

Quote of the Week: 
Life can only be understood backwards;  but it must be lived forwards 

Soren Kierkegaard 
 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 15 July Main School Presentation Evening 

Friday 18 July Break up for Summer Holiday 

Tuesday 2 September First day back, Year 7 and L6 

Wednesday 3 September Autumn term commences - all years 
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