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10 January 2014 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Happy New Year! I hope you had an enjoyable holiday. 

We ended last term on a high with an excellent Speech Day, our Guest Speaker being 
Professor David Eastwood FRHistS DL, the Vice-Chancellor of Birmingham University.  
Professor Eastwood is the current Chair of The Russell Group of universities.  He gave an 
inspiring speech and it was a pleasure to applaud all our returning students and celebrate their 
successes.  During the evening, I got talking to a sprightly Old Veseyan in his 90s, who kindly 
gave me his autobiography, inscribed with the words, 'To the Headteacher at Bishop Vesey's 
Grammar School, the school that changed my life'.  As we begin a new year I can think of no 
better resolution for us as a school community, than to re-double and renew our efforts to 
help change all of our students' lives for the better.   

We began the term with some wonderful news.  We are delighted that six of our students 
have attained places at the prestigious Oxbridge universities:  Andrew Hyslop, Engineering, St 
Hilda's, Oxford, Chris Nowek, Medicine, New College, Oxford, Joe Davies, Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics, St Edmund Hall, Oxford, Lucy Mills, Chemistry, New College, Oxford, Andy 
Quach, Economics, King's College, Cambridge and Joshua Smith, Mathematics, Robinson 
College, Cambridge.  Well done to all these students and their families.  I am also thrilled that 
two of the students above have gained places at New College, currently top of the Torrington 
Table (the Oxford University College league table). 

Monday saw the start of our new catering contract with Accuro.  I am already delighted to 
note an improvement in the healthiness and quality of the food options being offered to our 
students.  For further information please follow the link below:  

http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/catering/catering-menus  

Year 8 Parents' Evening took place on Wednesday.  Thank you to all parents who attended and 
the outstanding feedback given in the questionnaires (between around 90-100% 
agree/strongly agree in every category).  Obviously there is always room for further 
development.  Three members of staff left at Christmas, which has resulted in changes of 
teacher, particularly in English.  Three parents mentioned the need to improve ICT provision.  I 
wholeheartedly agree.  Thanks to the generosity of private donors, the students should see a 
number of improvements over the next few months.  A couple of comments were also made 
on how Parents' Evenings could be more effective.  This is very helpful feedback and we are 
reflecting on those observations.  Over the next week I will be replying in person to all 
comments. 

At the start of the year we are all focussed on forward-planning.  The term dates for 2014-15 
have been approved and will be on the web-site shortly.  Please make a note of these and 
avoid booking holidays in term-time.  Thank you for your co-operation on this matter. 

There have been no assemblies this week due to the Upper Sixth mock examinations.  Staff 
have been impressed by the seriousness of intent of the students.  Keep up the good work! 
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There are many exciting extra-curricular activities which the students can avail themselves of 
in 2014.  Well done to the Year 9 Enterprise Club, run by Andrew Teviotdale, Teacher of 
Business Studies, who have qualified for the West Midlands Real Business final in February.  
Well done boys. 

This week I re-launched the Debating Society for KS3.  We had an excellent turn-out on 
Wednesday to discuss whether Scotland should become an independent country.  The boys 
enjoyed the hot chocolate and cookies as well!  Next Wednesday's debate is - Should the UK 
have a monarchy?  We start at 1.00pm in my office.  Bring sandwiches, all newcomers 
welcome.  We hope to be competing with some neighbouring grammar schools in the coming 
months. 

There has not been much sporting activity this week.  The U16A Boys Team lost 24-12 to 
Solihull School U18D Boys.  Good luck to all involved in the fixtures against Solihull tomorrow 
and in next week's Basketball, Hockey, Cross-country and Netball fixtures.  For more details 
please view http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-fixtures-and-results. 

We are delighted to report some wonderful individual successes.  Well done to Philip Reader, 
Jacob Wilkes and Oliver Bardsley from Year 9.  All three boys have successfully passed their 
2nd Dan black belt Karate grading.  This represents a lot of hard work over the past seven 
years, and in particular additional training over the past 12 months.  Some of our students are 
treading the boards.  Look out for Harvey Quinn as a comedy policeman in the Richcott 
Productions' performance of Aladdin at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall (between 14 and  
20 January).  Also Dan Porter, Year 7 and Jamie Burrell U6, both of whom are involved in the 
Gang Show in February.   

Finally, every two years our school puts on a big production.  This year we are presenting 
Grease. This is a hugely popular show which I am sure will be excellent entertainment for the 
whole family.  Don't forget to get your tickets as soon as possible, we wouldn't want anyone to 
miss this opportunity.  Grease will run here at BVGS from Tuesday 4 February - Friday  
7 February.  Tickets are available from Mrs Foster in the School Club Office priced £12 for 
adults and £9 for concessions.  I do hope that you will be able to support our students and 
come along to at least one performance that week.  Please spread the word to your friends, 
families and neighbours!  Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Dominic Robson 
Headteacher 
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Thought for the Week 

'I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel' 

Maya Angelou 

Dates for your diary: 

Thursday 16 January Year 9 Options Evening 

Tuesday 21 January Lower Sixth Parents’ Evening (4.30pm - 6.30pm) 

Wednesday 22 January Proposed Y11 rewards trip Man Utd v Sunderland 

Thursday 30 January Year 10 Parents’ Evening (4.30pm - 6.30pm) 

Friday 31 January Year 11 Review Day 

Friday 31 January The Big Switch On (4.00pm - 6.00pm) 

4 - 7 February Grease 

Friday 14 February Break up for half-term 

Monday 24 February Spring Term recommences 

Wednesday 5 March Year 9 Parents' Evening 

Wednesday 26 March Hobbies Competition 

Tuesday 8 April Senior Soloists' Concert 

Thursday 10 April Students break up for Easter 

Friday 11 April Staff Training Morning 

Monday 28 April Summer Term commences 

 


