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08 November 2013 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I must admit that half-term now seems quite a long time ago, but what a half term it was!  First of 
all Year 8 and Year 9 had a great rugby tour to Scotland under the watchful eyes of Head of Rugby, 
Zak Feaunati, Julian Whiting and Head of Geography Elliot Godwin. I have heard nothing but 
excellent reports about the boys' sporting prowess and behaviour.  It has also certainly been great 
for the boys' confidence. 

In addition, half-term saw BVGS dominating the airwaves!  On Tuesday there was a very nice piece 
on BBC Breakfast starring Year 10 and L6 Mental Health Ambassadors.  If you haven't seen it have 

a look at this link http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-24723509.  Thanks to Ruth Hearn, Deputy 
Headteacher and Kate Steadman, Senior Teacher i/c Safeguarding, for spearheading this initiative.  

On the Wednesday of half-term Lord Singh of Wimbledon used his slot on Radio 4's Thought for 
the Day to talk at length about his visit to school on Founder's Day.  He paid the school community 
a lovely tribute by saying "Good academic results are important in schools, but due emphasis 
should also be placed on ensuring that pupils go out to the world with a sense of responsibility and 
care and compassion for people of all backgrounds and beliefs.  It was encouraging to find my old 
school weaving this wider view of education into all they do."  To hear his Thought for the Day 
address in full, the link is available from the front page of our website. (http://www.bvgs.co.uk). By 
the way do you follow us on Twitter @Bishop Vesey's GS?  If so you would have seen a very cute 
picture of our new guide dog, Vesey. 

This week students have been very busy and I have personally seen some great lessons with 
exciting teaching and learning taking place.  There has been much food for thought for Year 11.  
On Tuesday Year 11 received their mock exam timetable.  Their exams begin two weeks on 
Monday.  It is essential that they prepare properly for this.  For some in Year 11 there has already 
been serious experience of external examinations this week with Mr Cragg's Mathematics group 
taking two GCSE papers.  We have been very impressed by the assiduous way in which students in 
that class have prepared for the real examinations.  This bodes well for the future. Year 11 have 
also done some forward thinking this week by attending last night's extremely well attended Sixth 
Form Open Evening.  The Year 11 boys will have seen for themselves just how highly prized and 
sought after a Vesey education is.  The message coming from all teachers is clear.  Don't just aim 
for the four As, two Bs entry requirements, but make sure you get as many A/A*s grades as 
possible to ensure a good application to a future university and/or employer. 

On the issue of Sixth Form Open Evening I am really grateful for all the hard work of Sixth Formers 
and staff in preparing and delivering yesterday's successful evening.  Well done in particular to 
Anna Robson (U6) and Dave Goodwin, Assistant Headteacher i/c Sixth Form for their powerful 
speeches.  It was also wonderful to see our new Sixth Form study facility, The Hive, full of busy 
students.  This is an essential addition to our Sixth Form provision and I am grateful to Graham 
Swindells, School Business Manager for leading on this development. 

On the staffing front, congratulations to Sarah Slater who has been appointed Second in English 
this week.  Also many thanks to Ralph Brocklebank, who has been temporarily appointed (until 
Christmas) as Second in Chemistry to support the work of that Department.  For the same time 
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period Helen Pitt has been temporarily appointed as Head of Year 9.  Miss Pitt is an outstanding 
teacher and I am sure will build on the excellent work carried out by Mr Brocklebank 

In the world of Hockey, the U’14 ‘b’ team had a convincing 6-0 win over King Henry VIII Coventry 

with goals from Morgan Harper, Abrar Biswas, Callum Simpson, Arun Sandhu, Luke McIntyre and 

an own goal. 

The 1st team got back to winning ways against Newcastle under Lyme. A superb first half 
performance was rewarded with another two well taken goals from leading goal scorer James 
Brown. Unfortunately the same level of play was not maintained in the second half and 
goalkeeper Daniel Betty pulled off a number of very good saves. Newcastle scored their only goal 
with 2 minutes to go and despite a very nervy finish Vesey held on for a 2-1 win. 

The second team travelled to Newcastle and won a scrappy physical contest 2-0 with the goals 
coming from Ali Mirza and James Winters. 

The third team continued their good form with a 2-0 league victory over Camp Hill, Nick Lee and 
Joydeep Riaar scoring the goals in a well-deserved victory and an excellent team performance. 
Dominic Burden was voted man of the match for the second week in a row. 

The U’12’s played their first competitive games against Warwick school which was a great success 
despite a nasty injury to Max Geldard. The ‘b’ team fought back from 2-0 down with goals form 
Harvey Quinn and the very influential Oliver Lillycrop. The ‘a’ team took a 2 goal lead which 
considering it was their first game was a great achievement. Unfortunately a ball struck Max from 
a short corner (which is very unusual and unlucky) and the boys seemed to go into their shell and 
Warwick responded well and took their chances to win the game 4-2. Archie Harris and Luke 
O’Brien scored the goals. There were some very encouraging signs for the future and some great 
potential. 

For further information about all sports fixtures and results please check out: 
http://www.bvgs.co.uk/index.php/about/sports/sports-fixtures-and-results 

This Sunday I will be accompanied by School Captain, Tom Jones and Deputy School Captains, 
Steven Mapp and Tim Lloyd to attend the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial in Sutton 
Coldfield and at Holy Trinity Church.  It is an important day in the British calendar to pause and 
reflect.  As usual we will be holding our Remembrance Services here in school on Monday morning 
and I am sure they will be conducted with the customary reverence that this event demands. 

Finally, thanks to the PAC for running tonight's Year 7 and 8 Disco and for their amazing 
organisation of the Fashion Show on Tuesday.  The school owes a debt of gratitude to all our 
parent helpers, who by their efforts are raising money to improve our ICT provision. 

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Dominic Robson 

Headteacher 
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Thought for the Week 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
Laurence Binyon 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday 08 November PAC School Disco 

Monday 11 November Remembrance Day 

Tuesday 12 November Oxbridge Interview Jamboree 1.30pm-3.30pm 

Tuesday 12 November PAC Fashion Show 7.00pm start (tickets £5) 

Wednesday 13 November Sixth Form Open Morning 9.15am - 10.30am 

Thursday 14 November Year 11 Parents' Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 

Wednesday 20 November Year 7 Parents' Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 

w/c 25 November Year 11 Mock Exam Week 

Tuesday 10 December Christmas Concert 7.30pm 

Wednesday 11 December Christmas Concert 7.30pm 

Wednesday 18 December 7.00 pm Senior Speech Day – Sutton Coldfield Town Hall 

Wednesday 18 December Break up for Christmas 
 


